


SAN FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


HISTORY DEPARTMENT 


REFERENCE BOOK 


Not to be taken from the Library 


k 











HAT Sis (OB. Y 


OF THE 


{NSURRECTION 
COUNTY OF WEXFORD, 
A.D. 1798; 


“ACCOUNT OF TRANSACTIONS PRECEDING THAT EVENT, 


WITH AN Nae 


se! ) AEPPHWDIEX. 


Embellifhed with an elegant Mav of the County of WEXFORD. 





By EDWARD HAY, Esq; 
MEMBER OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 


rr ea ERE ras 
a® 


Periculofe plenum opus alez 
' Traétas « et incedis per i@nes® ° 
Suppofitos Cineri dolofo, : 
Q. Horati Carminum liber If. 


I will a round unvarnifhed Tale deliver. 


———— 














- Nothing extenuate 
Nor fet down ought in malice, 








—— 


2 SHAKESPEAR. 





; Dublin: 
PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, e 
BY JOHN STOCKDALE, 62, ABBEY-STREET- 


1803. 





1418527 








CoO TURN Ts. 


~ 


na Page 
INTRODUCTION - - from 1 to xliy 
Geographical Defcription of the county of Weéford I 
Inftitution of the VoLUNTEERS oF IRELAND - 12 
Meeting of the County on the 22d of September, 179% 17 
——_—_——__-- ————-0n the 11th of Fanuary, 1793 20 
Riots in the year 1793 - < 21 
Meeting of the county on the 23d of Marchy 17965 
on the recal of earl FrrzwiLLiaMs =) 432 
Lofs of the former independence of the county of Wex- 1: 
ford ie 3 : " 35 
Melancholy effects produced by the riots in the county of 
Armagh, in 1795 - ~ - 38 
Caufes of the prefent fiate of Ireland - A5 
Condu & of the troops in Ireland cenfured by fir sige 
Abercromby, commander in chief - 49 
Proclamation of fixteen parifhes in the county of Wer~ 
ford, 28th of November, 1797 - 52 
Conduct of the North Cork militia on their arrival in 
"the county of Wexford - = 87 
The whole of the county of Wexford sian on 
the arth of April, 1798 - - ~ 61: 
Meeting of the magiftrates of the county, 23a of May, . 7x 
' Sudden infurrection on the 25th of May; ine OE 
Batile of Oulard; on the 27th of May a 82 
Battle at Ennifcorthy, 28th of May ~ - iy he OE 
Retreat of the troops to Wexford. General confufion 95 
Deputation to the infurgents on Vinegar-hill - 98 
Defeat at the Three-rocks, Surrender and abandonment 
of Wexford to the infurgents, on the goth’ May 105 
Conduct of the troops on their retreat to Duncannon- 
fort i = - = Bry, 
General arrangements of the infurgents - 128 
Abandonment of Gorey, condutt of the inhabitants 135 


Battles 


CONTENTS. 





Page 
Baitles of Nentown-Barry and a on the firft : : 
of Funes 1798 Sh aa - 134 
Lord King/borough, Captains O’ Hea oe Bourke taken 
prifoners, 2d of Fune - - - /¥4t 
Batile of Clough or Tubberneering, ath of Fune 146 
of Rofs, 5th of Fune = - 149 
Dreadful abomination at Scullabogue - -156- 
Battle of Arklow, gth of Sune - = 180 
Aitack at Borris re ~ 189 
Propofals of dbciteneeton from lord King here 
rAth of Fune - - one 190 
Skirmifh at Tinnehaly, 16th Fune - 198 


Infurgents furprized on Lacken-hill, their retreat toth 206 
Critical fituation of Wexford, dreadful maffacre!!! 207 | 


Battle of Horetown or Fooks’s-mill, 20th - 226 

Battle of Ennifcorthy, aft - - enon = 2.28 

Wi exford | furrenderedto lord Ki. ing Joorough; his conduct 
and difpatches = 4 2.2.9 


Mazor-general Moore’s approach to We exford ‘21 A 240 
Purfuit of the infurgents from Gorey and. their press 


out of the county - - 247 
Lrials and executions in Wexford ~ 250 
Progrefs of the Wexford infurgents in the counties ie 

Carlow and Kilkenny - - 2 56 
——-———= in the county of Wicklow ~ 258 
pee oa ee — clofed by furrender - - 265 
Commanders and court-marttals appoinied — - 2.66 


Conduct of general Hunter, his fuperior difcri mination 270 
duatended extermination of the inhabitants of the Maco- 


Mores « = 272 
Conduct of the people on the landing Bf the French at 

Killala | = - 282, 
Melancholy offetts of the infurre ion eerein use Nes, 5 AG 


Conflagrations of a proteflant church and catholic chapels 294 
Conclu fion « ~ et 304 


CONTENTS. 


"Appendix. Pace 


1, SPEECH of captain Sweetmans on the 224 of 
September, 1792 : 
Account of the county meeting at W exford x 
Refolutions of the catholics of Wenford ai 
Il. Requifition of the magiftrates of the county of 
d Wexford - Bip ra - 
Refolutions of the co. meeting, Fan. i453 beer xii 
III. Certificate of Solomon Richards, efy. sit 
Affidavit of mr. Taylor, an Englifhman xv 
IV. Extract from the debates of the houfe of lords, . 
roth of Fuly, 1793 - Sui 
V 


VU. 


: Refolutions of the catholics in Wexford, Fuly 30 xvi 
VI. 


Regui fition to the high: fheri ff and magi/lrates 
of the county of Wexford ‘Si. XVili 
Refolutions atthe county meeting, 23d of March 
1795s ow the recal of earl FirzwiLLiam xix 
Petition to the KING = ce xx 
Addrefs to his excellency earl Firzw} LLIAM xxi 
Lord Gosford's addrefs to the magiftrates of the 
county of Armagh, with the refolutions en- » 
tered into, on the 28th of December, 1795. xii 





VIII. General orders of fir Ralph Abercromby, 26th 
" of February, 1798 Sie a, 
XI. Oaths during the infurre&ion = xxi¥ 
XK. The addres of the inhabitants of the Maco- 
- “mores to major Fizgerald - XXv_ 
Do. to general Hunter = ev} 
Letter to major Fitzgerald » $ atti 
XI. Affidavit of mr. Stephen Lett, jun. Letter from 
‘ lieutenant Murphy = xxvii 
Affidavit of Edward Roche - XXViij 
Letter from captain Bourke: XXViii 
Letters from lord King fton and major Fitzge- 
rald fas , HY aps : Xxxi 
Letter from Armftrong Browne, efy; xxxii 
XII. Teflimony of doctor Facob . is XXXxiii 
RIL, Leiter to the rev. mr. Gordon, with bis anfwer xxxiv 
3 Gonclufion ns a xxxvi 


Enumeration Plan at the end. 


ERRATA 
In the INTRODUCTION. 


Page v, Line 18, for meriotorious read meritorious. 

’ Vil, 9, for the read thofe. 

x, ——~ 10 and 11 from bottom, and if I might further # 

fuggelt, dele zf and to. ; 

XXIX, laft, for which read whom. 

XXX, ——— 15, read and before was condemned. 
xli, —— 12, from bottom, particularly could before be de- 
ae duced. 





_™ 





In the’ History. 
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line. 32, dele a, aN 
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ENUMERATION PLAN, firft page, 6th line, for when, read where. 
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In the annexed Map of the county of Wexford, the boundaries of the 
baronies are omitted, as there are no documents extant, where they are 
precifely afcertained. .The trouble of making out a correct Map 
from the variety of materials that have been reforted to, has been very 
troublefome; and as the Author has fpared no, pains to give the beft 
Map that has hitherto appeared of that county, he hopes that. any ad- 
dition or improvement may be communicated to him, which will be 
thankfully received and carefully attended-to, . .. Pre 
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I WOULD not obtrude myfelf on. public attentions 
were I not earneftly folicited by numerous and refpec- 
table friends, (who haye at length prevailed) to give a 
genuine account of the tranfactions in the county of . 
Wexford, during the infurreStion, in the year 17985 

in order to counteract the baleful effeéts of the partial 

details and hateful mifprefentations, which have con- 

tributed fo much to revive and continue thofe loath- 
fome prejudices that have, for centuries, difturbed and 

diftraGted Ireland, It is conceived, that a fair and im- 
partial account, by diflipating error, may operate as 2. 
balm to heal the wounds of animofity ; for let the 

candid reader be of wHat political principles he may, I 

am confident he muft be fenfible, that no adherent of 

either of the contending parties in this unhappy coun- 

try; can in juftification feel himfelf authorized to affert, 

that his own party was perfeétly in the right, and the 

other egregioufly in the wrong ; and yet there are par- 

tizans to be found om either fide, endeavouring to main- 

tain that this is a€tually the cafe. Butif thefe zear 
‘lots could be induced calmly to liften to the melan- 

choly tales of enormity that can unfortunately be told 

of both parties, they might be prevailed upon to relax 

alittle in their prejudices, If the fpirit of iptolerance 


and retaliation be ftill held up, no kind of focial inter- 
a courlé 
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courfe or harmony can exift in Ireland. With a views. 
therefore, of eftablifhing concord, by fhewing from 
what has happened, that it will be of univerfal advan- 
tage to forget the paft, and to cultivate general amity in’ 
future, I have undertaken the arduous tafk of endea- 
vouring to reconcile; pointing out errors by a genuine 
velation of facts, “nd I hope this may eventually pre- | 
vail upon neighbours of all defcriptions to cherifh the 
bleffings of union and mutual benevolence, which can- 
not fail of banifhing from their breafts every rankling 
idea, and muft prevent the poffibility of their ever 
again becoming the eafy tools of political fpeculation, 
which unfortunately hitherto encouraged hatred and 
variance, and ended in the miferable debility and de- 
preffion of all. 
Did I know any other perfon willing and able to 
give a more circumftantial account of what has fatally 
happened in the county of Wexford (which is the only 
part of Ireland E at prefent undertake to treat of) I 
would cheerfully reign my documents into his hands ; 
but as IT have been moft peculiarly éiroumtanced, 
as an eye: witnefs of many remarkable tranfaGtons, 
‘the information cannot be fo well handed over, and 
might not be produced with fuch good effe& at fe- 
cond-hand. I conceive it therefore neceffary to give 
fome account of myfelf, as moft-of my readers could 
not pofibly otherwife be fenfible of the many oppor- 
_ tunities I had of. being perfe@ly informed of the {tate 
of the country, which certainly did not fall to the lot 
of many other perfons. 


My family have een eftablifhed in Ireland fince the 
reign of Henry the fecond, as my anceftor came over 
with Strongbow, and was allotted a knight’s fhare of 

lands 
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Yands in the fouthern part, of\the county of Wexfordy 
which his defcendants poffeffed until the revolution in 
Treland about the middle of the feventeenth century, 
when there was but one eftate in the whole county 

7 Teft unalienated by Cromwell. My anceftor had not 
the good fortune to be the perfon undifturbed; but he 
acquired.a property in another part of the county; 
where his defcendants have sever fince refided. Born 
of catholic parents, and being reared in the principles 
of that religion, occafioned my banifhment.at an early 
age, for fome years from my native country, as my pa~\ 
rents wifhed to procure me a collegiate education in a 
foreign land, to which the rank and refpectability of 
my family entitled me, but which the laws of my coun- 
~~ try denied me at home. After having purfued a courfe 
of ftudy for feveral years in France and Germany, I + 
returned to my native foil, fully fenfible of my civil 
degradation as a catholic, and I therefore fought all 
the legal and conititutional means in my power in the 
purfuit of catholic emancipation. The liberality of 
the times contributed much to the relaxation of the 
“penal laws, paffed from time to time againft the cathoe 
lics of Ireland; and they were at length induced to 
lay their grievances at the foot of the throne, as the 
mott effectual. fource of redrefs. | They were in part 
relieved, but many oppreflive -caufes of complaint ftill 
remained, and many modes of procuring their abolition 
were reforted to. A various train of circumftances oc- 
curred to produce the circular letter of the fub-com- 
mittee of the catholics of Ireland in 17925 and purfu- 
ant to its tenor, delegates for all the counties and prin- 
cipal towns were chofen to reprefent them in the ge- 
meralcommittee. I had the honour of being elected a 
delegate for the county of Wexford, and I exerted my- 
felf in that fituation with all the energy and ability in 
“ a2 AY, 
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my power. The declaration adopted by the catholi¢ 
committee’ in March 1792, was fubfcribed by a multi- 
- tude of fignatures, and thofeof the county of Wexford 
I was inftrumental in procuring. I attended my duty in 
the general committee of the catholics of Ireland, where 
apetition to his majefty was framed and figned, in Novem- 
ber 1792; and a vindication of the caufe of the catholics 
of Ireland, containing an ‘expofition of their obje@ts and 
motives, was: adopted 3. and afterward publifhed and 
authenticated. In confequence of royal interpofition, by 
the king’s gracious recommendation, the parliament of 
Ireland, (which almoft unanimoufly rejected a petition 
of the catholics in 1792) was induced confiderably to 
extend their privileges in 1793. I attended a fubfequent 
meeting of the genéral committee, at which’an addrefs 
of gratitude, for his gracious interpofition, was voted to 
‘his majefty, and a fimilar one to the lord lentenant; 
expreflive of the earneft loyalty of the catholics, and 
requefting the former to be tranfmitted, was drawn 
' Up, approved of, and prefented by Hepibasi che to lord 
Weftmoreland. 


Along with the repeal of the moft odious of the penal ' 
Jaws, a new oath to be taken by the catholics to avow 
their loyalty, was framed by parliament. All the de-- 
legates and a great number of other catholic zentle-— 
men, anxious to avail themfelves of the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of difplaying their gratitude for the newly-ac- 
quired privileges, and eager to fatisfy the public mind 
as well as to fet an example to the whole nation, attend- 

- edin the court of king’s-bench, on Saturday the roth of 
April, 1793, where they took the oath and fubfcribed - 
the fpecial declaration prefcribed to them; and this 
was by the appointment of lord chief juftice Clonmel, 
on whom‘ a deputation from the general committee had 
previoufly waited for that purpofe, ; 

The 


\ 
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The magic of royalty, in earneftly recommending 

‘© the union of all defcriptions of fubjeGs,” having lately 

proved fo effectual in altering the condu& of parlia- 

ment to the catholics, the ereGion of a ftatue of the 

king was voted as a monument of catholic gratitude ; 

but this along with other honourable engagements 

adopted by the general committee, was fuperfeded by 

illiberal and calumnious outcries raifed againft the con- 

duct and intentions of the catholic body, fo as to pre- 

clude the poffibility of carrying into effe& the plan of 

fubfcription formed, for thefe purpofes. I was how- 

ever determined to proceed in the county of Wexfords 

but was at length obliged to give up the object, in con- 

fequence of the baleful operation of party prejudice ; 

-and thus did the enemies of the catholics, under the 
matk of loyalty, defeat the execution of a projec that 

would exhibit the condu& of the catholics ina point of 

/ view too meriotorious for their wifhes. 


Very ferious difturbances took place in a part of the 
county of Wexford, in the month of June 1793; but 
they were foon fuppreffed by the exertions of the 
country gentlemen, who formed « an affociation for 
«¢ the prefervation of the peace.” I conftantly at- 
tended their meetings, and I believe it will be allowed; 
that my condué and endeavours proved as effectual as 
that of any other to reftore public tranquillity.* 


In January 1795, while lord Fitz- William was vice- 
roy, I procured a great number of fignatures, to a pe- 
tition to parliament, from the catholics of the county 
of Wexford, and in the fame month I was one of thofe 
that prefented an addrefs from them to his excellency. 
When his lordfhip’s recall was announced from the 


government of Ireland, a meeting of the freeholders 
; and 
@ Sce mr, Richards’s certificate ia appendix, No. 3 
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_ prevented my fuccefs, this muft have been confidered as 
honourable and remarkable an undertaking as any in- 
dividual could have accomplifhed, and the nature of 
the encouragement I met with, induced me to print a 
great number of copies of the plan, and to procure 4 
fuficiency of ruled paper for writing out the returns 
from every part of Ireland; as in appendix. TI am 
thus led to publifh the whole plan, on the prefent oc- 
cafion, to fhew the falfity of the prejudiced arguments 
adduced by reference to a part; efpecially as I con- 
ceive that it wants only to be known to fhew the futi- 
lity of fuch arguments.—But I have by no means 
dropped the idea of bringing this fcheme to perfection, | 
nor do I think that my labours, even as far as I have 
proceeded, are not likely to be ufeful to my country ; 
for although I have not been able to go to the extent 
propofed, yet the returns which have been made to me, 
are fufficient to give a much more certain account of 
the population of Ireland, than can be collected from 
any other ftatement that has appeared. I have been 
favoured with authentic copies of. all the documents on 
which the late Mr. Bufhe grounded his return of the 
inhabitants of this country, which has gained him fo 
much credit, and Ican pofitively affirm that he was not 
in any degree poffeffed of fuch various and detailed 
accounts, as thofe, which on my plan, have been 
returned to me; and I fhall feel highly obliged to 
any perfon, who according to this fcheme, fhall 
make mea return of one or more parifhes, through 
the country at large, or of a ftreet or ftreets in any 
town or city, together with any remarks tending ta 
thew the encreafe or decreafe of population fince the 
year 1795. Ithall alfo feel extremely thankful to any 
perfon, who at that period proceeded in any degree on 
this plan, for Lets me have the yefult of that-enquiry, | 
whether 
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whether returned to me formerly or not; as I can the 
more readily compare the former and prefent accounts, 
- on getting them together, than by the trouble of fearch- 
ing out the original returns. If it can be eftablifhed 
beyond a poflibility of doubt, that there are vaftly 
more inhabitants in Ireland than they are at prefent 
fuppofed to_bey (and this I have good reafon to believe 
1s the cafe) furely the national confequence muft be en- 
hanced, and our ‘importance ‘in the fcale of nations 
raifed in proportion; and as I already feel a well- 
founded expectation that I fhall be enabled to perfect 
this defirable object, I hope it will induce every real 
lover of his country to make me thofe returns, which 
the fimplicity of the plan will enable any perfon to 
execute in his own neighbourhood ; and I truft I have. 
already given fuch proofs of the fincerity of my in- 
tentions, as to entitle mé to this information from any 
friend to the country; as it is felf-evident, that this plan 
does not in any degree partake of party-fpirit, but 
is merely concerned with general information. How 
can the wants of a nation be properly fupplied if the 
extent of its population be not accurately known ? 
er how can the redundancy of one nation be applied 
to the benefit of another, where this important fact is 
not afcertained >—For example’s fake, the crops of Ire- 
land, in theyear'1801, were fuppofed to be better able to 
fupply the wants of its inhabitants than thofe of Great- 
Britain were to fupply her own at that period. How 
was it poflible to afcertain this but from farmife ? In Eng~ 
Jand it was a meafure of parliamentary enquiry to 
afcertain the flate of the population exactly: Why 
fhould not the like policy obtain with refpe&t to Ire- 
land ?—Surely, fince the union of both nations has 
been formed, Ireland is entitled to the fame advan- 
tages with England. In fhort,'a knowledge of the real 
: b {late 
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flate of any country is of fuch material importance fo 
any one wifhing to promote its welfare, as to be evident 
on firft contemplation, fince without it conje@ure mu 
fupply the place of ceitainty, and fo perhaps oceafion 
material error andconfufion. As this objec is of fuck 
national confequence, I hope my countrymen will be 
kind enough to furnith the means to render me able, as 
Lam willing, to make them acquainted with their reak 
importance ; and in proportion to the extent of docu- 
ments will be thé accuracy of the refalt; but I efteem 
evem a partial retarn of fuch moment, that I earneftly | 
requeft no perfon inclined to promote’ fo defirable am 
object may withhold his particular information ; for 
{uch communication may in time oceafion the entire 
plan to be brought to perfection; ‘and as I mentioned 
before, it is aftonifhing how a few returns from differ- 
ent parts of Ireland, according to this model, will con= 
tribute to afceitain its true ftate better than it has been 
ever hitherto eo 

Talfo infert in my Appendix the Ratiftical enquiry 
propofed by the Royal hifh Academy, in 1 795. in hopes 
that it may preduce me information from: fome. parifh 
or parifhes, diftrict, rra& of country or town; and if E 
might farther fuggeft the elucidation, improvement or 
amendment of any particulars contained in the latiftical 
furveys of the different counties already publifhed un- 
der the patronage of the Dublin Society, as it would be 
a confiderable improvement in the compilation of my 
intended work, which according to the information I 
receive, fo I fhalk be enabled to enhance ms real 
importance of my country. 


In order to, prevent all difappointment, and to fecure 
the fate arrival and déliyery of fuch documents as I 
may 
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may be favoured withs I beg leave to fubmit an expe- 

dient, which I think neceffary to carry this into effe& 

inthe beft poflible manner. I would recommend to the 
perfon or perfons concerned; to perfect two documents 
completely alike, and of thefe one fhould be fent to 
me, and fhould any accident oceafion it to mifearry, 
the remaining duplicate would fupply its place, without 
further trouble. From the various difappointments I 
met with on the former occafion, Iam led to requeft 
alfo that every one may take the fafeft mode of con- 
veyance in his power, to mv printer; No. 62, Abbey- 
ftreet, Dublin, where my addrefs may be known, or to 
fome friend of his own in Dublin, who may be pleafed to 

convey it thither; and this will not only fecure, as much 
as poflible, the fafe arrival of the fatement, but abridge 
the labour confiderably of fuch an arduous “undertak- 
ing. If no account of delivery fhould be made in 

the firft inftance, then more caution may be ufed in 
- conveying the counterpart. 


Different motives of private concern induced me to 
' yefolve to quit Ireland, in the year 1797, and to go to 
refide in America, and this I purpofed to do as’foon as 
the regulation of my affairs would permit me. I was 
moftly in the county of Wexford in the latter-end of 
17975 and beginning of 1798; but my attendance in 
Dublin was fometimes neceflary upon law bufinefs, 
which I at length flattered myfelf I had finally got rid 
of by compromife. In the latter end of April there- 
fore took leave of my friends, as:my propofed fhort 
ftay in Ireland would not allow me the opportunity of 
. feeing them again; as I had determined to go immedi- 
ately to Englead, and from thence to America. In 
this project I was moft unhappily difappointed, as /ar 
part of the conpromife, which was, that my furniture 
b 2 fhould 
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fhould be taken at a valuation, was not complied with ; 
and I was therefore reluctantly obliged to remain in the 
country, until I could, as I thought, difpofe of them 
by auction, which I advertifed would take place on 
Monday the 28th of May. Iam thus particular, to 
counteract the malevolent infinuations of my enemies, 
and as it was this difappointment that occafioned my 
detention in the county of Wexford until the commence- 
ment of the difturbances ; by which I loft all my fur- 
niture, and all elfe that could be taken from me, except 
what I had on my back; and about my perfon. Had I 
any poflible intimation of the\calamities that enfued, I 
moit undoubtedly would have preferred fettling my 
property even at a lofs, and fecuring the value, to wait- 
_ Ing to be detained againft my will in that unfortunate | 
country ; and I would thus have efcaped enduring thofe 
| fufferings and perfecutions that afterward fell to my lot. 
The particulars of the fituation Iwas in previous to 
and at the breaking out of the infurre@ion comes more 
properly in my general account, until the 28th of May 
1 got onboard a {thip in Wexford harbour, and did all 
in my power to induce the captain to fail for England ; 
_and on its being objeéted that there was not a fuffici- 
ency of provifions on board the Adventure, which was 
the name.of the fhip, juft then arrived with a cargo 
of coals, F propofed we fhould fhift on board another 
veffel belonging to the fame proprietor, which had 
cleared out off the cuftom-houfe-quay laden with oats, 
which I reprefented would, in cafe of neceflity, fupply 
our wants ‘during the paflage; but the low ftate of 
the ebbing tide and contrary winds prevented either of 
thefe fhips, both being heavily laden, from pofibly 
croffing the bar of Wexford harbour, which they could 
not do but at high tide. “°° °° ' 
: ESS ee Fruftrated 
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' ¥ruftrated in every wifh to leave the country, before 
and after the infurrection broke out, what could I do 
but fubmit to my evil fate, and remain in a place de- 
livered up, and abandoned, by thofe who fhould have 
been its natural protectors, to the mercy of an uncon- 
troulable multitude? My ‘popularity in the country, 
and my intimacy with the greater number of its gentle- 
manly inhabitants, of whom many remained in Wex- 
ford, placed me in a very unenviable fituation. It 
made my friends imagine that I poffeffed a plenitude of 
_ power, and induced them to apply to me for protection 
from popular fury, either perfonally or through fome 
one of their family. I never hefitated, on thefe occa- 
fions, to rifgue my own life to preferve that of others, 
and never heard or faw of any one in danger that I 
did not ufe every effort for their prefervation. If 
greater expectations were formed of me than what I 
could effeét, I have to regret the limitation of my 
power. I moft folemnly declare, that during the in- 
furreGtion; I never omitted a fingle opportunity of be- 
ing as ferviceable as in my power; by adminiftering com- 
fort to the afflicted and diftrefled, or every affiftance I 
couldto thofein danger. Some are found grateful enough 
to acknowledge the fact. There were three gentlemen 
apprehenfive I might refent former conduct, but when 
misfortune intervened I threw away refentment. One 
of them had, upon previous occafion, treated me fo'ill, 
- that I had determined to chaftife him to the utmoft of 
my power; but they all now acknowledge that, for- 
getful of perfonal injury, I rifqued my life for the pre- 
fervation of theirs. My condué&t during the infurrec- 
tion, as far as it is neceflary to be known, properly be- 
longs to the hiftory of the times ; and fo I fhall pro- 
geed to a relation of my perfecution and fufferings. 

EPA wht" Lord 
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Lord Kingfborough and his officers conceived them- 
felves under fuch obligations to me, that at their en- - 
treaty I lived in the fame houfe with them, from the 
furrender of the town until the 29th of June, when 
they departed fer Waterford. Being well aware of 
malice and obloquy, I conftantly expreffed a defire, 
duying their ftay, to be brought to trial, for any alle- 
gation that might be framed againft me; and I am 
now confident, that had it been poflible to procure any 
proof againft me, it would by no means be neglected ; 
but this being impracticable, even in fuch crazy times, 
ether means of deep malignity were reforted to, and 
thefe, as well as I am hitherto acquainted withthem, I 
fhall endeavour to defcribe. My former intention of 
going to America, was by no means leffened but aug- 
mented, by the {cenes of which I had fo recently been 
witnefs to in my native country. I accordingly perfifted 
in my refoletion, and was.determined to get out of the 
-. country as fpeedily as pofiible. The committee that 
had been appointed by lieutenant general Lake, to a& 
asa kind of council to general Hunter, then in com- 
mand in Wexford, and to grant paffes, now began to 
praftife their malicious arts againft me, which they 
avoided before, being apprehenfive, if not well aware, 
thar their fchemes would be counteracted and defeated, 
if attempted to be put in execution, while the efhcerss. 
who were acquainted with my conduct, remained in 
Wexford. LTreceived a note fromthe chairman of this 
committee, (and it was delivered to me by one of the 
body, whom I then confidered as my friend) defiring E- 
would write to him, flating what I would with to be 
done, and that my requett would be taken into imme- 
diate confideration. This induced me to write to them, 
intumating the defire, I had fo often expreffed, of going, 
to America, adding, that I wifhed to fet off the next 
33 ie cS pe 
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day in order to fail in a fhipthen in the harbour of 
‘Dublin ; and this determination I would, in all proba- 
bility, have fince put in execution, but that I confidered 
it might have given. freer fan@tion to the ‘calam- 
‘nies fo induftrioufly raifed againft me. This confide~ 
ration has detained me in Ireland, as here I was thé 
better enabled to vindicate my honour, and this, in- 
deed, my perfecutors have completely effected; quite 
in contradiction to their inclinations and wifhes. The 
immediate confideration of the committee was, in ¢onfe- 
quence of premeditation to fend back the gentleman, 
who brought me the note and took my anfwer, to ar= 
reft me. This he did at my lodgings, where I was 
publicly known to be fince the infurreGtion, and two 
yeomen were there placed.as a guard over me. This 
whole @onduG from feveral cireumftances of which I 
have fince come tothe knowledge, was certainly srecon- 
cerfed. Wad I been fent to gaol, it would have been 
productive of a trial by court-martial, and this was a 
benefit which they did not wifh to allow me, as they 
were well aware of the fertiments of the officers, whom 
I would have fummoned back to Wexford’; befides 
fome individuals among them were moft ungratefully 
induced to forward the vile proceedings againft me, as 
they were apprehenfive I might eall’ on them as wit- 
néffes, when their loyalty may have been called in 
queftion, were they to do juftice to my condné ;' and 
it may alfo have been manifefted, that’ whatever ho- 
nour fome of them now poflefs, is ewing to their taking 
my advice in preference tq. their own; as if they 
efcaped piking onthe one fide, they may have been 
hanged on the-other, and with much more juflice than 
feveral who have forfeited. their lives on the eccalion. 
To tranfport me without further enquiry, was there- 
fore confidered' more advifezble. Several, who had 
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been tried and fentenced to tranfportation, were taken 
onthe 3d of July from the gaol and put on board a 
floop which had been twice condemned during the in- 
furrection, and which had funk within a foot of her 
deck, and was only pumped out that morning. After- 
ward a guard was fent to my lodgings, and I was 
marched down to the cuftom-houfe-quay, in the moft 
confpicuous manner, and put on board this horrid hulks 
‘without any trial or further inveftigation! | ! 


Two floops had been prepared as prifon-fhips during 
the infurreGion ; one of them, however, was immedi- 
ately condemned as unfit for that fervice, and after- 
ward, on the occafion of lord Kingfborough and his 
officers being put on board for a few hours, fhe was 
again, on the infpeion of the butchers of Wexford, 
pronounced unfit for the reception of a pig. After this 
fecond condemnation the Lovely Kitty, (for fo this infer- 
nal veffel was called) was hauled to one fide of the 
harbour, where from her leaky ftate fhe funk within a 
foot of her deck, and fo efcaped firing when the other 
floop which had been ufed as a prifon fhip was burned. 
This was the veffel the Wexford committee ordered to 
be their prifon-fhip ; and accordingly, on the 3d of 
July, fhe was hauled into the channel, a little dry ftraw 
was fhaken over that which had remained in her hold 
for a month before, and the prifoners then were fent on 
board. Our walking on the frefh litter foon made it 
_ as-wet as the dung underneath, fo that it was impofhble 
to fit or lie without imbibing the moifture ; nor indeed 
' could we have the comfort of refting againft her fides, 
as the planks were water-foaked, and the effervefcence 
of putrid malt, accumulated between her timbers, was 
fo {trong as even to turn filver black in our pockets in 
the courfe of a few hours, The ftench was befides 


infupportables 
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infupportable, and there’ was fuch an infeftation 
of rats, that fome of the prifoners were bitten by 
them. The weather at the time was moftly warm, 
and this raifed fuch an exhalation, that {mall as the 
veffel was, we could fearcely fee each other from ei- 
ther end of the hold: If it rained, the deck was fo 
open, that it was impoffible,-in any part of the fhips 
to avoid being wetted ; and contrary to the ufual ftate 
of leaky veffels, (where the bilge water is not. offen- 
five) we were nearly faffocated while fhe was pumping. 
In our own defence we were obliged to be continually 
at the pump, to prevent our being overflowed; and 
though our laft occupation at night, we were always 
fummoned to the fame tafk early every morning ; the 
water, by this time, having got above the double 
flooring, a cautionary plan always ufed in veffels em- 
ployed inthe tran{portarion of malt. ze 
Among the twenty- one doomed to this dreadful and 
loathfome confinement, (w hich I believe net to be pa- 
ralleled by any dungeon in the world) there were def- 
perate villains and fcums of the earth; a circumftance 
more degrading.and offenfive to a liberal mind than 
any other punifhment, when unable to avoid fuch i in= 
tercourfe, and this was the cafe aboard the Lovely Kiitys 
whofe burden was but about fifty tons. This aggravati- 
on was verily and avowedly intended by the mercilefs 
perfecutors; for when one of them was told, on his 
coming on board, of our defperate fituation, T heard 
him affert, that «¢ we had no. reafon to ‘complains 
. fince the veffel had been fitted out by the rebels fhe was good 
enough for us! Our guards were at firft feven yeomen, 
of the Shilmaher infantry, afterward called Ogle’s Loyal 
Blues. Thefe were relieved every twenty-four hours, 


and indeed they were apparently humane. One of 
. G them, 
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them was an apprentice toa carpenter who ufed to 
work at my father’s, and offered to be particularly kind 
tome. Hc promifed to bring me my béd, and repre- 
fented it would not become wet through in the courfé 
of the night, but that he would coritinwe to dry it in 
the day-time, in which’ he. hoped to bé affifted by ano- 
ther young man, his-fellow-apprentite ; and propofed 
to arrange it fo as that they would every day mount 
guard alternately. He, however faid, that he could 
not act without the permiffion of his captain, the right 
hon. Grorce Oct, With this gentleman I formerly 
kept company, as our families were neighbours, aid 
Vifited each other. I therefore thought, as well as frome 
the favourable opinion, which hé before conftantly ex- 
preffed of me, that his prejudice or bigotry could not 
‘hake him forget good manners fo far as not to anfwer 
# letter from me on fuch an occafion. . I did of courfe 
addrefs him one, but certainly not inthe ftrain of a pri- 
foner, which I khew Tought. not to be, but, as one 
gentleman Would: write to another, giving’ an account 
of my diftr effing and unmerited fituation. This lettér, 
the tight hon. Gzorée OcLz laid before the Wexford 
éormmittee, and déclated, that he would not permit 
any of his-corps to go on fuch an errand. Of this I 
was informed by a letter from the fecretary of the 
committee, which I preferve for the infpeGiion of thé 
catious. It was intimated that, if I wanted my bed; 
the committeé would grant a pafs to any other meffer- 
ger I could procure, to bring it to me; but this was 
impoffible at the times as military law dsdnneall in fuch 
Tigour, and it was a great while afterw ards before I : 
could procure a bed to bé brought to mé.. The good- 
natured yeoman who offered me his kind fervice, was 
¢hecked by his captain for demeaning himfelf by fpeak- 
ing to the prifoners, and he foon after quitted the 
ee 
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eorps in difgnft, and enrolled himfelf with a captain 

more congenial to his difpofition and feelings. 


I applied to general Hunter to be liberated under q 
general proclamation which he had publifhed, and he 
afked the committee, by what authority I had been at 
all confined.. He was there informed, eontrary tovall 
truth, that I had petitioned for tranfpoytation ; and the 
an{fwer I received from him in confequence of this mif- 
information was, that it exceeded his power to liberate 
me. 1 inftantly memorialed the general a fecond time, 
fiating, that I had never the moft diftant idea of pe~ 
titioning for tranfportation, and folicited enlargement 
or trial. Upon this the general again applied to the 
committee, and they had the effrontery to repeat and 
infift on their former affertion, perfifling in falfehood 
to fanction their iniquitous proceeding. The general, 

not being as yet fenfible of the extent of their perfe- 
guting fpirit, and naturally conceiving that the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the county, who compofed the com- 
mittee, would not affert a lie, was Induced to give them . 
credence in preference to a prifoner ; but fill, from 
the confideration of my ftatement, he advifed me to 
addrefs the lord lieutenant and that he would forward 
it with bis ftrongeft recommendation, I accordingly 
did fo, but, as mifreprefentation. refpeCling me was 
pr raGifed in every quarter, to prevent a detection of the 
original villainy, I had no better fuccefs then with his 
excellency. 


Icannot omit mentioning a fellow-prifoner of mine 
an this occafion.—Mafter James Lett, thirteen years 
old, (but little for his age) a near relative of mr. 
Bagnal Harvey, was a child of fuch undaunted fpirit 


en courage, that he manifefted a moft heroical difpo- 
C2 fition. 
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fition at the battles of Rofs and Fooks’s-mill, and was 
after the infurre@tion taken up and put to gaol. He was 
threatened to be hanged if he did not fign a petition 
for tranfportation prefented to him as a great favour, 
and as a further inducement he was told; that he would 
be let go off with mr. Hay, (this intimation was figni- 
fied to mafter ‘Lett before I was arrefted; or had written 
to the chairman of the Wexford committee, which 
letter was their excufe for their premeditated fcheme to 
entrap me). The little hero figned the paper required, 
and on my being dropped down into the hold of 
the Lovely Kitiy,. where*he was before me, he clung 
to me and exclaimed, « I don’ care where I gos 
€* when I am to be with you!” IF nothing elfe was at- 
tracting ia the child, furely in this inftance I could not 
be infenfible to fuch pathetic feeling. Captain Keen 
of the royal navy hearing of this wonderful boy, 
atked him, whether he would be glad to go with him? 
which he confented to, and ina day or two- after He 
‘was conducled by the captain on board the Chapman, 
and where I underftand he was intended fora midfhip- 
man. TI rejoiced in the releafe of my little companion, — 
But had the mortification of feeing’ him: brought in a 
| Few days back to the infernal prifon-fhip !~His te. 
turn is faid to be occafioned by the reprefentations of 
the committee to captain Keen, «© That he had no right 
to releafe any prifoner,. as they claimed the exclu- 
five’privilege of the management of their prifoners ! J J? 
On my removal to the gaol the child grieved. immodes f 
rately, which being made known to general Hunter, 
he was ordered to be fent to me. Notwithftanding 
many applications had been: made for his releafe, they 
were counteracted through the reptefentations of the 
committee : and to the eternal fhame of thofe concern-: 
€d—perfons of diflinétion were the promoters ! 
ee po Rig keen Meme oy IY caw ae, In 
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In January 1799, a writ of pias corpus was ob- 
gained, and mafter Lett was brought by the fub-fheriff 
of the county of Wexford, from Wexford gaol to the 
court of king’s-bench,. in Dublin, and .on enquiry for 
the prifoner he was held up on a man’s arm; to the ut- 
ter aftonifhment of lord Kilwarden, and thus was pre- 
judice fcouted out of the court by his liberation. This, 

I believe, unexampled cafe, took place in the prefence 
of a full attendance of the gentlemen of the bar, who 
had crowded to fee fuch a phenomenon, as from the 
child’s appearance it was thought he wanted the fuper- 
enn of a ee more than a oe 


| After a few sa the Wexford eta Fa infantry were 

appointed to guard the prifon-fhip, and were reftricted 
not to depart for twenty- four hours. Among them 
were gentlemen of my acquaintance, from whofe fo- 
ciety I experienced much comfort in my calamitous 
fituation ; but the’ loathfome ftation of duty foon de- 
prived me of this alleviation of fuffering. All thofe 
of the better fort rejected the hateful fervice and paid 
fmartly for fubttitutes. ‘The hivelings confidered fpi- 
Tits as the only fpecific againtt contagion, and the ufe 
of them did not adie the manners of the loweft 
défcription of yeomen.’ Two of our guards died, in 
confequence of ficknefs contrasted in this fervice, but 
none of the prifonerss although fome a Mmgeroully 
ill. 


In confequence of the opinion of a moft eminent 
phyfician in Dublin, that it would be more humane to 
drder me to be fhot, than to‘leave me in fuch a fitua~ 
tion, being made known to general Lake, through ge- 
neral (now fir John) Craddock, he fent down orders to 


enquire more eee into the flate of my cafe ; 
¥ « and 
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and general Hunter accordingly fent do&tor Jacob ta 
vifit me. The refult was, that after five weeks con- 
finement, in fuch a manfion of wretchednefs, [ was 
removed to the gaol; but my health bad become fo 
impaired, that I much fear it may never be perfectly 
ye‘eftablifhed. Dodétor Jacob paid me two vifits: I - 
paid him for his attendance and wifhed him to con- 
tinue ; but fuch was my lot, that however much [ 
flood in'need of it, I could not procure medical affift- 
ance !—In my own conception this negle& was occa- 
fioned by a complaint of the hardthip of my cafe to 
do@or Jacob, upon which he promifed to bring me 4 
copy of what I had‘ written to the committee, which 
they alleged to be'a petition for tranfportation. He 
brought me an application of mine to general Hunter, 
-which he faid was the only paper that he could fee or 
find relative to me; and he afterward avoided me, left 
in vifiting me he might let out any thing that fhould 
lead to a deteStion of the fchemes of t the committee. 
I could not even afterward procure his attendance as a 
magiftrate, ondifcovering in the gaol of Wexford, the 
murderer of mr. Nowlan, of Greek-ftreet in Dublin, 
whence he had fled, but ‘was apprehended as a ftranger 
not being able to give a good account of himfelf, and 
fodged in prifon. Apprehenfive that this man might 
be let out, I fent to door Jacob; as mayor of Wex- 
ford, to ftate to him the reafons for his detention until 
I could get an anfwer of a letter I had written ‘to 
Dublin, but doctor Jacob did not attend, yet fo right 
was I, that-on “my information, the man was ordered 
to Dublin, where he turned king’s evidence againft his 
accomplices, who were accordingly brought to trial, 
condemned and-executed, The fame reafon, I do fup- © 
pofe, operated on the doétor, on this as well as former — 
Occafions ;.and had it not been for the gaoler,s who 

prevailed, 
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prevailed on the military commander to aaak this 
fellow, who had been taken up only as’a fufpicious - 
ftranger, he might have efcaped. 
Brigade major Fitz-Gerald was fent to mé from 
general Hunter, to enquire particularly into my fitua- 
tion, and I demoriftrated it to him, from moft authen- 
tic and convincing doctiments, in fuch a manner, that I 
can’t convince the world of his convition of the ini- 
quitous practices of the committee againft me, better 
than in his own words, in a letter written to me ata 


fubfequent period, which is inferted in the pppediiss 
No, 114 


oe 


_ I prefented in all thirteen or fourteen memorials to 

be liberated or tried, but the active malevolence of my 

perfecutors prevented them from being attended to. 

In the month of January 1799, I made an application 

‘to be removed to Dablim: A writ of HABEAS CORPUS 
was accordingly iffued from the court of king’s bench, 

ordering the fheriff of the county to bring me up, and 
a notice was ferved on the attorney general to come 

forward if he had any charge againft me. This was 

however fuperfeded by a fecretary’s. warrant being fent 

to general Grofe, he detained me upon it; ahd, 

although I thea became a ftate prifoner, I had none of 

¢he advantages or indulgences allowed people in that 
-fituation, ahd of whichs from my ftate of health, I 
-ftood in.utmoft need. The fufpenfion of the HABEAS 
corpus att obliged me to put up with my fituation, aad 

T muft have remained a prifoner, God knows how long, 

had not my perfecutors over-fhot their mark, by endea- 

vouring to fmuggle me off in a manner contrary to 

eyery law known or enacted in this country ; not reft- 

ing content with having me a fate prifoner, from 

which 


\ 
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“which fituation I could not have extricated myfelf, if 


_ not enabled by their ania 


The prifoners which. had le fit gied by court- 
martial in Wexford, and fentenced to tranfportations 
previous to the pafling of the law that legalifed trial by 
court-martial, were held over till the fpring aflizes of 

1799- My name was returned in the crown book as 
under fentence of tranfportation, and I fhould have 
been fent off immediately after the affizes, along with 
all the reft of the proferibed, had I not made an appli- 
cation, by letter, to judge Chamberlain, denying that 
I had ever been tried or petitioned for tranf{portation ; E 
and that, as he himfelf had granted a-writ of HABEAS 
GoRPUS, to have me removed to Dublin, the January 
before, I confidered myfelf under his protection, and 
that of the court of King’s bench ; and hoped that my 
firuation, as unfortunate as unmerited, which I was 

ready to prove, would induce him not to fanction any 
fentence of tran{portation againft me. My letter was 
delivered to him as he was going into court, and he 
held it in his hand, while he publicly declared from 
the bench, that, « although he did not ufually attend 
to private letters in his judicial capacity, yet he had ré- 
ceived a letter from mr. Hay, a prifoner then confined 
inthe gaol of Wexford, andthat, if the contents of it 
were true, his fituation muft be deplorable indeed ; and 
he added, that if nothing appeared againft him, The 
‘would liberate him next day.” The letter at the re- 
queft of the grand jury was delivered to them, and it 
was now found abfolutely neceffary, for my detention, 
to procure informations againft me. Accordingly a 
magiftrate came down to the gaol, and called fora 
noted informer, (fince condemned to be hanged for 
murder, but w hofe fentence was commuted to tranfpor- 
tation 
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tation for his fervices,) brought him into the gaoler’s 
apartments, in an adjoining houfe, called the bride- 
well, over which I was confined, and the cieling under 
me was fo bad, that liftening with’ attention, I could 
hear a great deal of what paffed below ftairs. In fuch ’ 
a fituation, it is natural-to fuppofe I availed myfelf of 
this advantage, and could diftin@ly hear the informer 
threatened to be hanged if he would not fwear againft 
3 and it. was. promifed that his life fhould be fpared 
' ie would. Converfation followed now and then in 
a higher tone, fo that I was ableto underftand that the 
informer would not fwearto the examinations firft pro- 
pofed and brought ready written, in the magiftrate’s 
own hand-writing, and he now, out of fury and dif. , 
appointment, tore them to pieces. Threats however 
at laft prevailed on the murderer to fwear toother | 
examinations framed in a more palatable form againft 
me. The name of another gentleman I alfo: heard 
mentioned ; but the point of fwearing againtt him was 
not infifted ‘on. When. the magiftrate departed, I 
afked to be let out to walk, and accofted the, informer 
on meeting. him, to know how it was poffible for him 
to {wear any-thing again ft me? . He told me; ‘that as 
he had heard me fay I was not, afraid of any thing that 
might be fworn againft me, he thought it no harm, as it 
was to fave his own life; and that certainly what he 
had {worn could not affe& mine. After minutely relating 
the ftory of his being fo obliged to fwear, (and which 
perfe&tly coincided with what Iwas able to hear,) he 
put me in the way of getting the {craps of the torn 
examinations, which limmediately fet about ar ranging, 
and have them now pafted together in regular order, 
as an exifting, incontrovertible proof of the fubor- 
nation, and unravelling the whole of the nefarious plot 
formed againft me, as well as expofing the atrocious 
d deed 
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deed of the magiftrate. This I meant to have proved © 
on my trial, by producing the identical magiftrate, and 

putting the document into his. hand for avowal; but . 
wny lawyers would not fuffer me to produce any evi- 

dence, when counfel for the érowh gave up the profe- 

cution; otherwife the public wotld have been in 

poffefion of feveral tranfaGtions in a far fuller manner 

than I can fet forth at prefent.—I ws nine months 

confined béforé any charge on oath was thade dgainft 

me; and this, it niuft be thought, was fufficiént time 

to bring forth any human conception, and ought then 

to have naturally entitled me to a political delivéry. 


_ The grand jttry row found bills of indi@iment azainft 
tie for high treafoni; Thete were feveral ladies and 
gentlemen at ted with me ahd fome of my fellow-pri- 
foners, (who were afterward honourably acquitted) in 
the evening, when a gentleman came‘to vifit me, as 
he had done feveral times before, and in the prefence 
of the whole companys he declared that he had been 
hooked in to profécuté me: He mentioned, that while 
liftening to the trials in the coutt-houfé, he was fum- 
moned before the grand jury; where he was queftioned 
‘about a converfation hé had un guardedly held refpedting 
nies which it was repr efented as his dutyto fwear to, and 
he was bound over to profecute: He however imagined 
that what he had fworm could not injure me, and he 
then related to us many other circumftances' that com- 
pletely did away what he had faid before the grand 
jury. Several others alfo came and infornied me; that 
upon being fummoned and fworn beforé this tribunals 
they were afked if they knew any thing concérring me 
daring the infurrection ? and that they acknowledged 
they did with gratitude, as I*had faved their lives or 
properties, or comforted them in one’ way or other 
in 


INTRODUCTION. Xxvii 


in their affiGtions. It was then put to them on their 
oaths whether I could do fo without having great 
authority? But this they confidered I had not, as 
they declared that it was for giving them information 
of their danger, and advifing them how to act, they 
were indebted to me, and on ftating that they knew 
nothing againft me, they were difmiffed.—I was 
brought down to the court-houfe to be arraigned, and 
when the indi€@ment was read, I declared myfelf ready: 
for trial upon getting a lift of the witnefles to be pro-~ 
duced: againft me. This mr. jultice Ghamberlain 
ordered to be given to me, but faid I fhould nat be tried 
thofe affizes, and would not liften to any argument I 
couldurge, but inftantly remanded me back to gaol. I 
have been informed, and have good reafon to believes 
that my perfecutors reprefented ¢ they had not enter~ 
tained an idea that I fhould not be tranfported, and 
were therefore totally unprepared to proceed againft 
me; and that what made me fo anxious to hurry on my, 
trial was, that the evidence they had to produce 
againft me was not in Wexford; but that, againit the 
enfuing affizes, they hoped tp be able fo conyict me!) 


Some time after this, in the fummer of 1799, a dif- 
tinguifhed gentleman of property, and conftant grand 
juror of the county of Wexford, mentioned publicly in 
the canal paffage boat on his way to Dublin, that « mr, 
Hay wanted feveral times to be tried by count MAR- 
TIAL, which was fortunately prevented, as a MILI- 
TARY YTRIBUNAL would pay too much attention to 
LADIES and OFFICERS as witnefles for mr. Hay; but 
that a WExFoRD jury would not be fo fqueamifh. It 
was a providential circumftance that mr. Hay had himfelf 
demanded a TRIAL BX JURY, as it would inevitably 
prove fatal to him, inftead of the BOON of TRANS- 

da ~ PQRTATION 
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«| PORTATION intended ia him.” This and many 
{yeh hg gat al the attembry are fince afhamed of. 

On all occafions that I poffibly can, I avoid mention- 
“ing names, as I confider feveral have been Ted into errors 
thro’ PARTY-PREJUDICEs which compliment I hope 
may fecure the concurrence of many gentlemen In pro- 
moting UNION and HARMONY among all defcriptions 
of their countrymen. I regret the charatter of an 
‘iftorian obliges me to mention fome, however; on 
my part, free from‘any intention of perfonality or of: 
fence, but a correct ftatement of faéts from authorities 
i deemed ‘undeniable ; however; fhould I have been 
‘Ted into any ifyctantary’ error,-and if any gentleman 
fhould think himfelf injured, I fhall be proud to be 
undeceived, and fhall be happy on a candid inveftigation - 
to do ample juftice to'him, by declaring truth in the mot’ 
confpicuous manner. On the other hand, the times 
have been fach, that I have omitted many at their owa 
requeft, whofe meritorious aGtions might be recorded to 
_ their honour, which glong with other unavoidable 


" Wants may, when prejudice i is oii a be ade 
at a future sua 


Six sail ates of the county afterwards formed 
themfelvés into an inquifitorial court, confifting of the 
right hon: Grorcx OGLE; James Born, Rrenarn. 
Newton Kine, Epward PercEevat, EBENEZER’ 
- Jacos, M. D. and Joan ‘Henry Lyster; efqrs. 
They affembled at the houfe of Jatwres Boyp, and fum- 
moned hundreds before them, whom they fwore to give 
fuch information as they could concerning the rebellion, ‘ 
About fifty perfons have informed me, that they ‘were 
principally queftioned concetning me ; and upon their 
acknowledging that they were indebted to me for life, 
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property, orconfolation, asthe cafe may have been, 
they were ftrictly queftioned, evidently with a view to 
criminaté me, whether I could have done fo without 
great power or authority with the iufurgents ; but the 
confciences of thefe perfons on their oaths did not war- 
rant them to make fuch a deduGion ; and on being fi- 
nally interrogated whether they knew any thing againft 
me and their anfwering i in the negative, they were dif- 
miffed, “Thefe perfons alfo informed me, that they 
had heard feveral others too declare; that they had. 
been queftioned about me, and even fome who had no 
perfonal knowledge of me whatfoever 5 fo that I have 
ftrong reafon to believe, that no means were left uns : 
tried to criminate me. My condu& has certainly un» 
dérgone ftriGer invefligation than ‘that of any other 
perfon in Ireland, and fuch, asI believe, that of the 
moft unexceptionable of my per fecutors would not pafs 
through | unblemifhed ; w hile mine is irreproachable 
in the utmoft degree, having pafled with unimpeached 
honour the ordeal of the WExFORD INQUISITION. 
We read of nothing that has gone fuch tengths in fo- 
, Feign countries. Even the inquifitors are by duty and 
oath to feek out all evidence as ‘well for as againft 
their pr ifonets { Ltr 


The fummer affizes, in 17995 tip in Wexford on 

/ Monday the 24th of July, and being brought up that 
day to be arraigned, 1 was afked, whether I was ready 
for trial, This queftion, I faid, 1 would anfwer when 
farnifhed with a lift of the witheffes to be produced 
againft me. This baron Smith, (now fir Michael 
Smith, matter of the rolls) the fitting g judge ordered to 
be delivered to me’; and it was fent to me that evening 
by mr. William Harvey, the agent forthecrown. On 
receipt of this I fent off feveral witneffes, which I had 
fummoned, 


» 
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fummoned, but for whofe attendance I now confidered 
myfelf to have no occafion. At laft my long-wifhed- 
for trial came forward, on Thurfday the 27th of July, 
and although I was advifed that I might haye availed 
myfelf of the defectivenefs of the indi€tment in point 
of form, and qlthough I might alfo have protected 
myfelf by the amnefty adt, if neceflary, yet I difdained 

to adopt fuch fubterfuges, and declared myfelf ready, ’ 
to meet the whole of the charges againft me.- Twa 
only, out of the four witneffes, named to me, were 
brought forward; but their crofs-examination com- 
pletely did away any thing injurious that. could be in- 
ferred from their direst teftimony.. One of thefe was 
William Carty, the informer, who afterward pleaded 
guilty to an’ indi@ment for murder, was condemned to 
death, which fentence, in confideration of his fervices 
was commuted for tranfportation to Botany-bay ; and 
although half what he had {worn was falfe, and in- 
vented to criminate me, yet in the event it turned out 
fo much to my honour, that my counfel thought it not 
neceffary to impeach his credit, which I was well pre- 
pared to do, he being the principal evidence for the 
crown. Although it be obyious to infer, that furnifh- 
ing me with a lift of the witneffes, was a palpable con- 
fent to produce no others againft me but thofe named 
therein, yet on the difappointment of the failure in the 
evidence of the two firft, other witneffes, not named in 

the lift, with which I was furnifhed, were produced ; 

and the moft material of them was {worn of the jury. 

then trying ‘me; and to’ him I certainly ‘would have 

objefted, had I-not been thrown off my guard by the 
f trick praétifed for that purpofe, I was therefore to- 
tally unprepared to rebut or explain any evidence he 

might offer, as, on receiving the lift, Ishad fent off /; 
wants whofe feflimeny would have paiticularly 
borne 
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borne upon any thing he could allege. Imuft how- 
ever, excufe counféllcr O” Drifcol, the leading counfel 
for the crown, from having any concern in this vilé 
tranfaction, as he moft honourably déclared, that he 
was aftonifhed I had not been furnifhed with this man’s 
name, as the purport of his evidence was fet forth in 
his brief, which he held up and pointed to; howevers 
he faid duty obliged him to infift upon his being ex- 
amined, for that although it was the privilege of pri- 

foners accufed of high treafon in England, that no 
Other witneffes but thofe named in the lifts furnifheds 
fhould bé produced againft them, yet the-law did not 
éntitle them to fuch an indulgence in Ireland. Not- 
withftanding all thefe difadvantages, I was honoura- 
bly acquitted. Baron Smith declared in his charges 
that I had undergone the moft virulent perfecution, 
that my loyalty was unimpeachable, and that if the 
jury. attempted to find the guilty, as fome juries had 
acted contrary to law and jaftice thofe affizes in Wex~- 
ford, I might take advantage of the amnefty bill, by 
moving arreft of judgment, and that I fhould be in- 
Foratz difcharged, fo that they might as well give me 
at once the acquittal I deferved. 


I walked about the town publicly that evening, and 
on the enfuing days until the judges and lawyers left 
Wexford on the conclufion of the affizes. On Satur- 
day evening, the 29th of July, however, general 
Grofe arrefted me in the ftreet, and gave me in charge 
to the gaoler, then along with him. I remonftrated; 
but was informed by the general, that it was repre- 
fented to him, that he. could wot leave me at liberty 
until he knew the lord ljeutenant’s pleafute, as the fe- 
éretary’s warrant, by which I was before detained, had 
Been direSted to him. I urged my honourable :ac- 

quittal, 
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quittal, which the general acknowledged, but ftill he 
would not leave me at liberty. I then requefted, that, 
if he confidered it neceflary to detain me, he would 
make the town my prifon, and might confider my ho- 
nour as his beft fecurity ; - -but that I would procure 
him any other fecurity he would require. This re- 
queft was not complied with, and.I was conduéted back 


¢ to’ my former fituation in the gaol, and lodged there 


without any kind of indulgence above any other pri- 
foner. After a lapfe of four days, however, the ge- 
neral permitted me to walk out, followed by a military 
ferjeant. A near relation of mine, on my arreft, fet 
off for Waterford; where the aftonifhment of all the 


gentlemen of the Leinfter bar was excited, upon hear- 


ing of my apprelienfion, after fuch an acquittal as that 
of which they had been witnefles, particularly counfellor 


O’Drifcol, the leading counfel for the crown on my trial, 


who offered to prove and fubftantiate- my honourable 
acquittal i in any manner that niy lawyers” might fug- 


‘geft. A memorial to the lord lieutenant was now 


framed in my behalf, referring to baron, (now fir Mi- 
chael Smith, mafter of the rolls) and to juftice Cham- 
berlain, for the truth of its contents ; and praying 
that no reference fhould be made to the Wexford gen- 
trys; who had already alleged fo many falfehoods 
againit me, but to any liberal man, of independent 
tind, at all acquainted with the circumftances of my 
cafe. This memorial was prefented to his excellency 
marquis Corwwattis, by the earl of Dénovucu- 
MORE> at whofe refidence he was then on a vilit. The 
confequence was, that orders were immediately fent to 
general Grofe to liberate me; and I was then releafed 
from a confinement aopeebes of thirteen months. 


» 


' JT went 
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_ Twent to England in November 1799, arid. remained 
there until the month of February 1800. Four days 
~ after my arrival in Ireland, a forged letter was written 
in my name to doctor Jacob, in fo ungentlemanly a 
ftile as I hope I fhall never be guilty of, againft the 
meafure of the uNroN., This letter was alfo one of 
the dark contrivances of my perfecutors, (who have 
never come forward againft me in an open or manly 
manner;) and was evidently fabricated in order to. get 
me confined, and this I fortunately difcovered time 
enough to prevent its execution. A member of parlia- 
ment, belonging to a ftrong party in favour of the 
®#NION; luckily for me, drank a little. more than ordi- 
nary, and declared that he underftood I had fpent 
fome time ‘in England, where I had paid vifits to no- 
blemen of the firft diftinGion, and had concerted plans 
againft the union. Thefe fentiments of oppofition I 
had luckily difcovered in a letter to doétor Jacob, but 
that I fhould be taken care of and fecured; that cer- 
tainly my talent for procuring fignatures could not be 
denied, but that I fhould have no opportunity of exert- 
ing it, as I fhould be taken up to prevent the danger to 
be apprehended from my oppofition in the county of 
Wexford. This plot I had the good fortune to dif- 
covers as the information was co nveyed to me with all 
the anxiety of friendfhip, and I found it to be but too 
true. My object then was to wait on perfons of dif- 
tinCtion, well acquainted with my determination, as a 
ff eatholics not tointerfere about the UNION, and I was pro. 
mifed their utmoft intereft and proteétion, fhould any 
finifter meafure againft me be attempted. Without this 
precaution, againft an intended blow, of which, my 
friend got intelligence by mere accident, I fhow tld have 
been taken up and confined without knowing why or 


wherefore ; as it was touching government at the 
e 3 fimes 
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time, in the tendereft point, and had the appearance of 
zeal for the uNtoON under the mak of the bafeft impo- 
fition. 1 now wrote to dogtor Jacob to fend me the 
letter, that it might enable me to find out its author, 
but was not favoured with an anfwer, although I had 
learned that the door had declared, that I did not 
write the letter, which I believe he perfeSly knew on 
receiving it. An officer, who was a friend of mines 
was going down to the {pring affizes of Wexford, in 
April, 1800, and I. commiflioned him to wait on the 
door; to let him know, that if he would not pro- 
duce the letter, I fhould confider him as its author and 
treat him accordingly. In confequence of this, the 
do&tor condefcended to write to’ me, excufing himfelf 
for not having anfwered my letters fooner, not being 
able to find the forgery, which he then enclofed to 
te; the author I have not yet been able to difcover.* 


This is a curious fpecimen éf. party- prejudice, 
Thofe who had influence could have. any one fof 
_f whom they entertained 4 perfonal diflike, taken upoa 
| the fcore of public juftice ; and too many inftances of 
the kind occurred, fuggefted by private malice. The 
circumftance of my difcovering this letter in time was 
yather fortunate, as it fecured mé powerful fupport in 
cafe of any future attémpt. The times were fuch; 
however, that I confidered it better to be’ peculiarly 
cautious and circumfpe&, to prevent the poffibility of 
my attions being’ mifréprefented ; and IF even thought 
. it 
* Sir, 
| ALLOW me to acknowledge the favour of two'letters from vou on the 
fubj-&: of one which I fome time fince received from Dublin, to which 
your uame was, as | am convinced, forged 5 if I could fooner found the for. 
gery, I fhould have immediately, according to your defire, enctofed it ta’ 
you. Tam, fir, 
‘= Mpril 20, 1800. Your obedient humble fervant, 
To EDWARD HAY, efqi EBEN. JAcon’ 
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it prudent to overlook many things which I fhould 
have properly noticed at any other period; but as I 
had dreadful experience of the hardfhip of confine- 
ment, I was not willing to rifque again being in the 
fame predicament, although I could defy the utmoft 
malice of my enemies, if they would dare openly to 
avow themfelves; but during the fufpenfion of the 
habeas corpus a& no man could be fecure from the ran- 
cour of party-fpirit, which I fear it will ftill take much 
time to allay, before numbers are brought back to 
their fober fenfes. I have had conftant opportunities 
of obferving the baleful effe&ls of being led away by 
party.—I have known men, whom I believe to be na- 
turally well inclined, if their difpofitions were not 
warped by the virulence of fuch companions, as they 
think it neceffary to afiociate with, left their loyalty 
may be otherwife impeached, join in ats’ of outrage 
and excefss varying their conduét according to the 
temper of their affociates, or the circumftances that 
may occur, and condefcending, now and again, to 
fpeak only to individuals whom it was happy for them 
to meet in the hour of misfortune, and to whom they 
owe any fhare of charaéter they ftill retain; but fo loft 
to all fenfe of gratitude, that the mere condefcenfion of 
fpeaking is never exhibited in the prefence of certain 
individuals, or where there may be any poffibility of 
its being obferved by fuch characters, As for myfelf 
I was fo calumniated and reviled during my confine- 
ment, when I had not the power of counteraétion, that 
evil rumour wrought fo much on fome of my former 
acquaintance as to occafion their affuming the appear- 
ance of not knowing me; but I was even with them in 
pitying their pufillanimity and littlenefs. I was well 
prepared for fuch occurrences, and I have made it an 
invariable rule with myfelf, not to appear to know 

€ 4 any 
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any former acquaintances, until firft known by them; 
confidering that my misfortunes entitle me to the firft, 
compliment ; and fome have after a time returned to 
former civility, and excufed themfelves on being un- 
deceived, as having been mifled by falfe information. 
Indeed the fpirit of mistaken LoyALTY was fo zea- 
lous, that it induced many to fabricaté lies which re- 
quired numberlefs others to fupport them; nay, the 
public mind was fo ied aftray, that truth itfel lf; by va~ 
rious mifconftructions, was perverted into abfolute 
falfehood. Iyemember on my firft coming to Dublin 
after my acquittal, that feveral perfons told me, how 
diftrefling it was to them to hear many falfehoods re- 
lated of particular inftances of which they had them- 
felves been witnefes, but which their’ timidity pre- 
vented them from contradidting, _ On my mentioning 
that I would not a@ in’a manner that might fan@ion 
falfehood, by remaining filent in the prefence of its 
known affertors, I was f entreated not to give them as 
authority. pe GE . 


I have afterward chanced to fall into company with 
thefe retailers of fabricated reports, and on my: men- 
tioning faGls as they happened, but which I was ins 
formed they had- previoufly mifreprefented, they 
remained as filent as thofe who fometime before were 
overawed by their arrogance. Others of my acquaint- 
ance anxioufly enquiring about the heroifm and mag- 
nanimity of their friends, have been vaitly difappointed 
at my not confirming the accounts they had before re- 
ceived, and my being in truth obliged to declare the con- 
trary. Upon being informed that the facts were report- 
ed quite otherwife, I-always anfwered by expreffing a 
defire to be confronted with the narrators, where it’ 

would be ey to nies whe told rahi So many and 
fa 
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fo various have the impofitions on the public been, 
that i it is truly aftonifhing how fuch a compilation of 
falfhoods could be fabricated and heaped together ; 
and it would, indeed, bea Herculean tafk to attempt 
to anfwer them, as it would in general take ten times 
the extent of a falfe ftory to difprove and fet it afide ; 
fo that it would be too tedious and tirefome for piblie 
perufal, and would prove an endlefs fource of con- 
troverfy and contradiction. I therefore do not enter 
the lifts againft any one, but endeavour to give a tr ue 
ftatement of what has happened, without attempting to 
palliate or falfify ; and I requeft the reader to confider 
that I have been an eye-witnefs of fome of the prin- 
cipal events, and therefore could not readily be im- 
pofed upon. I have befides the corroboration of per- 
fons of all parties to fupport me in fuch a manner as 
to prove convincing to every one inclined to hearken 
totruth; and Iam fure it muft prove grateful to every 
Baseman mind to be conyinced, that all the horrors 
perpetrated i in the year 1798, were the confequence of 
party-prejudice, now generally fuppofed to have been 
urged forward from political motives to weaken the 
country, by fetting the people by the ears. Troops 
were at firft employed, as it were to crush difturbances, 
in order to pat down one party; and thofe on the other 
fide were not aware of their fituation until a power 
was eftablifhed fuperior to all parties ; and the bittereft 
complaints have been made by the oppofers of the 
UNION, that ne themfelves contributed moft with- 
out knowing ‘it ‘until’ it was too late, to carry 
that meafures: A differtation on the UNION is not my 
prefent object: I only want to make all ranks and de- 
grees of my countrymen fenfible that unron and 
HARMONY among themfelves will prevent the poflibi- 
lity of their being put foes » by any power op earth, 

Bete key oe , Prey 
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Every point of view, in which this defirable object is 
put, muft contribute to fhew its heavenly principle, 
and I hope this may have due weight to canfe fincere 
endeavours for its accomplifhment. 


What I confider moft lamentable in Ireland, is the 
dreadful prevalence of RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE ahd 
its baleful confequences. ‘This is fo inculcated even in 
infancy, that it is fcarcely to be eradicated by any fu- 
ture conviction or experience, however evident its mif- 
chief and abfurdity. I fhall endeavour to exemplify 
this by a comparifon, of the aptnefs of which every one 
muft be fenfible. Among the many odious and lamen- 
table impreffions madé on the tender minds of children, 
when in the care of ignorant and illiterate perfons, 
none is fo general as the terror of ghofts and hob-gob- 
lins, related to make them obedient. Although this all- 
powerful remedy may for themoment diminifh the trou- 
ble of the keepers by making the children more fubfervi- 
ent, yet it often prevents the parents from coming to the 
knowledge of any thing it ‘may diftate. I believe it has 
come within the obfervation of every one, that there 
are perfons of the moft-undoubted courage, who would 
be afraid to go up ftairs in the dark, although they 
would face a cannon in the day-time; and of this 
weaknefs they cannot diveft themfelves, although they 
inay be long conyinced of the abfurdity of fuch noti- 
ons ; for fo deep a root do falfe ideas take in the infant 
mind, that mature good fenfe and conviStion are una- 
ble to fhake off their fhackles, So it is with all EaR- 
LY IMPRESSIONS. How lamentable then is it to in-’ 
culcatc PREJUDICE in the tender mind of youth, fo 
asto make them imbibe bigoted fentiments almoft with 
their milk; enflaving their underftanding in fuch a 
manner, that it can fcarcely ever become free from 

4 ae their 
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their influence. I venture to hope that this admoni- 
tion may have the effe& of making parents endeavour 
to prevent their childrem from being led aftray by fuch 
hateful impreffions in early life, that they may be 
brought to maturity unbiaffed by any prejudice, and 
thus may judge of things impartially of which 
they muft be otherwife utterly incapable. Parents 
cannot be fo felfifh as not to with their children as 
much happinefs as poffible, or as they can at all pro- 
cure them, and to this it materially contributes (and it 
is a duty incumbent on all who have the care of chil- 
dren) to prevent FALSE IMPRESSIONS. Should this 
falutary precept be carefully attended to; we may hope 
to fee the rifing generation grow up free of thofe pre- 
judices; which have, unfortunately for Ireland, pro- 
duced fuch dreadful confequences. What a melancholy 
reflexion is it, that any perfon fhould be reared and 
_ educated with the bélief that the great majority of 
his countrymen’have vowed his deftru@ion! Does 
not fuch a conception naturally inculcate all kind of 
diftruft; blafting all confidence, and deftroying the 
happinefs that would refult from harbouring more cha- 
ritable opinions ?- Such notions it is not at all wonder- 
ful to find ftrongly rooted in vulgar minds, that have 
not had the benefit of a good education ; but it is truly 
a national grievance, that men of the firft rank and 
rearing fhould be brought up with fuch norrip and 
ABSURD PREJuDICcES. Ehave heard fome of the moft 
dignified and exalted perfonages in IrELawD declare, 
that great pains had been taken, in the courfe of their 
education, to imprefs their minds with an inveterate 
~ diflike to roman catholics; and that fo forcibly dic- 
tated were thefe bigoted precepts, that they firmly be- 
heved them to be true, and that it was not without 
great exertion of mind they were afterwards. able to 
bring 
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bring themfelves to keep company with people of 


‘ghat communion. The terrors, however, ciminifhed 


by more frequent intercourfe ; and in proportion as 
this was cultivated, they became fenfible of the incul- 
cated error, and of the abfurdity of the prejudice 
againft their countrymen, and at length became the 
greateft fupporters of the catholic caufe. As for my- 
felf, although I now profes the roman catholic reli- 
gion, I I fhould not be of that communion one fingle 
hour, were the principles fuch as they are reprefented ; 
but catholics, I know, abhor and deteft the principles 
that prejudice has thought proper to attribute to them. 
Had thofe abfurdities any other than a fpeculative ex- 
iftence in the minds of fanciful and defigning men, 
wifhing to bring public fentiment to fecond their viewss, 
would the parliament have voted a. free exercife of 
their religion ? If catholics did hot reverence oaths, 
what could keep them from enjoying the honours of 
the ftate; fince an oath would completely qualify them? 
Or, if they were as reprefented, would fuch monfters 
be fuffered to exift, inftead of being protected and 
Cherifhed by KING, LORDS; and commons? Iwill 
only obferve that the greateft villains and hypocrites ' 
generally afflume the mafk of religion; as the robber 
does that of honefty; in order to cover finifter defign ; 
and they are both, for private advantages adepts i in the 
art of deception. -Hiftory furnifhes too many dreadful 
examples of the fhocking effects of RELIGIOUS BT 
GOTRY 5 but itis the mifepplication of religion, and 
not its effential principles, that urge inordinate fury. 
Of this we have had a friking example in our own 
days. The riots in London in 1780; when the mob 
was unqueftionably compofed of proteftants and diffen- 
ters, forming an immenfe multitude, were excited for » 


the avowed deftruGion of POPE and POPERY It was 
“tapotible 
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impoffible that their views,could be roitiaiis, as they 

proceeded not only in avowed enmity to the catholics. 
themfelves, by deftroying their property, by burning - 
their houfes and places of worfhip, but they even de- 

molifhed the houfes of members of .patliament, who 
‘had fupported a bill previoufly paffed for the telief of 
the catholics of England; and although, the fame 

{pirit was manifefted at Edinburgh, Bath; Briftol, and 
other parts of England, yet the parliament did not 
feem aware of the object of the rabble. The laft 

riots in Birmingham are alfo of the fame nature, and 
tend to. prove that religion is only the pretext gene= 
rally aflumed to cover the greateft enormities ; but if 

is not at all to be inferred, that the religion of any 
chriftian fect inculcates,fuch principles as their adhery 
ents exhibit by their ations, otherwife it might be {aid 
with equal, feafability, that the chriftian religion en- 
courages. fin, becaufe chriftians commit fin; but the 

parable of the good Samaritan, one, would think, 

fhould do away all prejudice between all forts of chrif- 
tians. Were I abfurd enough to advance, that the pro- 
teftant religion inculcated the deftruCtion of catholics, 

and that it, could be clearly demonftrated from many 

examples, but particularly to be deduced from the acts 

and avowals of the people of the capital of the church 

of England, as before ftated, I think I fhould be more 

juftifiable than thofe who venture to affert, (what is 

very aftonifhing that many are led to believe,) that ca- 

tholics are vowed for the deftruction of proteftants. In 

the tranfaéctions even of the year 1798, in the county of 
- Wexford, fuch a principle was not maintained, but the 
contrary manifefted by every public avowal; but in 

different parts of England and Scotland, and in Ireland 

itfelf,i inthecounty of Armagh,inthe year1 795sdreadful 

fentiments appeared againft catholics. There are truly, 

f individial 
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individual monfters of all parties, who would deftroy 
every one not of their own way of thinking, were 
they not reftrained in their evil inclinations by fear or 
force ; and. their principles are unfortunately too 
idely diffufed, and encouraged by thofe, who, with-— 
out actually committing murder themfelves, frequently 


,occafion its committal by fubtle affertion and implica- 


tion of principles too dreadfal to be admitted ies 
chriftians! 


I fhall not by any means pretend to excufe any bad 
action, let it originate from what caufe it may ; and 
although I maintain that the catholic religion incul- 
cates the principles of charity and general morality as 
much as any other on earth, I fhall condemn the bad 
actions of catholics as much if not more than thofe of 
any other religious perfuafion, My whole objeét in 
giving this account to the public is to promote unron 
and HARMONY) as much as it lies j in my power, among 
all defcriptions of my countrymen ; and if I knew of 
any other and better mode to effect this defirable 
objet, I certainly would adopt it. But I conceive it 
mainly neceflary to give an account of what I think I 
am mafter of now, and for this reafon it is that. I con- 
fine myfelf for the prefent to the county of Wexford, 
where, quite ‘contrary to my inclinations and wifhes, I 
was fo critically placed as to’ be an eye-witnefs of what 
paffed ; but this enables me now to be the better judge 
of hearfay evidence, let i it come from what | quarter it 
may ; and I hope my execution of this fketch will 
procure fuch fatisfa@tory intelligence as will enable 
me to give a general hiftory of Ireland, with the 
caufes leading to elucidate the events of that unfortu- 
nate period of 1798.- To accomplith this, I call on 
my countrymen in general, for afliftance ; and although 

‘it 
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it would be impoffible for’me to relate every tranfac- 
tion that happened, it will however be neceffary that 
I fhall be in poffeffion of many occurrences that may 
tend to prove the leading features of a general account; 
for particular inftances, though not recited, will hold 
their place effentially upon a general principle. I rruft 
this will prove a fufficient apology to théfe who have 
favoured me with documents, which the limits of my 
prefent work would not permit me to give at full 
lengtk ; however their advantage and ufe in the com- 
pilation have been very great; fo that what might, at 
firft view, appear a trivial circumftance; I fhall be'glad 
to have an opportunity of perufing. I alfo hope, that 
the precantion I have already recommended, may be 
ufed ; of fending i it to a friend in Dublin; who may be 
good enough to apply to my printer, where my addrefy 
may be known and forwarded to me without any dif-. ; 
appointment, where; on- delivery, he may get it in- 
ferted in a book, which is to be kept for that purpofe, 
with his addrefs as well a3 that of the writer; in orders 
that if any further explanation fhould be required, I 
may not be at.a Jofs where to. apply. . ‘All this precau~' 
tion is eafy to be taken by fuch as may be kind enough 
to tranfmit matter of information ; and what would be 
little trouble to each individual, tprolild fave me im- 
menfe labour in detail. I hope therefore I fhall be 
excufed for being fo particular, as I with to lofe as 
- little time as poffible in contributing ee mite for general 
information. 


"Had I not the conciliation of all my countrymen 
very: ‘much at heart, I fhould not venture onthe ar- 
duous andertaking of giving a hiftory. of the prefent 
times. The various and contradiGtory materials pro- 
duced by contending parties, have e xifted to that de- 

\ grees 
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ree, that the fame occurrence is reprefenteds as preju- 
dice and intereft operate in as oppofite views as light 
and darknefs. I cannot hope to pleafe | PARTIZANS 
OF ANY DESCRIPTION, nor fhall I attemptit. The 
cool and difpaffionate philanthropift I flatter my felf 
will approve of my intentions, and lend his affiftance 
in endeavouring to diffipate the cloud of prejudice 
that has overpowered the good fenfe of many of my 
countrymen ; and through.thofe fentiments I may ob- 
tain the indulgence of the public, which I ftand fo 
much in, need of. 


Now that peace is eftablifhed, with all foreign pow- 


‘ers, it behoves every well. difpofed-perfon to culti- 


vate its bleffings at home ; I therefore hope this will 
induce many to ftep forward to. promote my prefent 
undertaking. As for my own part, I confefs, I con- 
jidered it prudent not. to lay my account before the 
public, until. I was fecure from the malevolence of 

thofe from whom I had good reafon to apprehend : 
danger; as my perfecution might. be renewed if I ven- 
tured to arraign the fuppofed juftice and merits of my 
perfecutors, before I could be certain of nat being fa- 
erificed to party- fpirit ; which, I prefume I have fuffi- 
ciently fhewn to have been violently and unw arranta~ 
bly exerted againft me; and if the account of it fhall 
in any wife contribute to promote the unron and con+ 


fequent HAPPINESS of my countrymen, I fhall endea- 


vour to forget my fufferings in the bleffings which fuch 
an event muft enfure to Ink LAND. 


INsuRRECTION, 
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Berort enteting on the narrative. of the. late in- 
farreGtion in the county of Wexford, the caufes that 
produced it, and its calamitous confequences, I think 
it neceflary to give a general {ketch of its geography 
‘and local circumftances, together with a fhort topo- 
. graphical outtine of its boundaries, principal rivers, 
harbours, and remarkable places, to render references 
more eafy and obvious; adding the eftimate of its 
computed population in 1788, ftated by Mr. Buthe; : 
in the tranfactions of the royal Tifh academy, and 
publifhedin 1790. 


The county of Wexford is a maritime tra@ on. 
the fouth-eaftern coaft of Ireland, taking the utmoft 
limits within the fifty-third degree of north latitude, 
and between the fixth and feventh of longitude weft from 
_ London; being about thirty-nine miles long, from 
_ north to fouth, and twenty-four broad from weft to eaft; 

bounded on the north moftly by the county of 
Wicklow, and in a very {mall part (towards the weft) 
B by 


% . INSURRECTION OF THE’ 


by the county of Carlow; on the eaft and fouth, by" 
that part of the Atlantic ocean, denominated the Trifh’ 
fea, or St. George’s channel; and onthe weft, from’ 
north to fouth, partly by the county of Carlow, and 
partly by the Barrow, a fine navigable river, deemed 
fecond only to the Shannon in Ireland, which divides’ 
it from the counties of Kilkenny’ and Waterford. 
In a direGtion from fouth-weft to north-eaft, the boun- 
daries of the county. of Wexford,’ between it: and the’ - 
county of Carlow, are the long ridges of moun- 
tains called Black-ftairs and Mount-Leinfter, which 
are divided by. the defile of Scollagh-gap, the only: 
high road into it from the Barrow to theSlaney; at New- 
townbarry, which, together with Clonegal two miles’ 
farther up, is fituated partly in the county of Carlows: 
and partly in the county. of Wexford ;: but fouthward® 
of the county of Wicklow, a chain of lofty moun- 
tains, opening with different defiles, riversandhigh hills, 
form a ftrong natural barrier to the county of Wexford,’ 
which, thus phyfically fortified by fea and land, ap- 
pears naturally formed into a diftri@, which it has: 
certainly been by all, ancient divifions of the countrys. 
~ whether ecelefiaftical, civil, or military. The bifhopric 
of Ferns; one of the oldeft in Ireland, founded in the’ 
latter end of the fixth century, is nearly co-extenfive’ 
with the county; only. a fmall ftrip: of land about’ 
Carnew, inthe county of Wicklow, forming a part of 
the diocefe of Ferns, while the fee of Glendalough’ 
includes two parifhes in the’ neighbourhood of Cool- 
greny, in the county of Wexford. The Englith ad- 
venturers having firft landed here under Fitz-Stephen, 
in the reign of Henry the fecond of England, to affift’ 
in the reftoration of Ms Morragh; king of Leiniter, it 
became the ftrongeft military ftation of the invaders, 
while they. were endeavouring to ‘eftablifh themfelves. 
in 
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in the country, and was one of the firft demarked 
-counties of the Englifh pale. 


Wexford is fixty-four miles diftant from Dublin, 
calltd by the old natives Locu-GarMain, by the 
‘Danifh invaders Weifsford ; and -after them, by the 
‘Englifh, Wexford, is the capital, or fhire and affizes 
town of the county, fituated in a hollow beneath a 
' rifing hill, with a fouthern afpe&, at the mouth of 
the beautiful river Slaney, which rifes in the county 
of Wicklow; takes a fouthern direction, with little 
variation from Newtown-barry, ’till it paffes fome miles 
below Ennifcorthy, then fhapes its courfe from weft to 
eaft, and empties itfelf by the harbour of Wexford; 
into the -Irith fea, or St. George’s channel. This 
harbour,.is formed by two narrow necks of land, bend- 
jing towards each other like two arms clofing after an 
extenfion from the body, which appearance the river’s 
mouth affumes by its banks, not very unlike the old 
Pirsus of Athens. ‘The extremities of thefe penin- 
fulas,- denominated the Raven on the north, and 
Roflare on the fouth, form the entrance into the har- 
bour, which is about half a mile broad, defended by 
a fort erected at the point of Roflare. The harbour 
itfelf in fuperficial appearance, and from the view of 
a delightfully expanded theet of water, muft be con- 
fidered extremely beautiful ; but unfortunately it is fo 
fhallow, that veffels dawing more than eleven feet of 
water, cannot enter it, being impeded by a bar which 
is continually fhifting. The harbour, however, is 
certainly capable of vaft improvement ; and from its 
fituation, attention to this object muft prove of great 
national importance. Wexford was formerly poffeffed 
of fome genera] traffic, but now it is nearly limited to 
the corn trade ; and the manufaéture of malt is fo con- 
ee B2 fiderable, 
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fiderable, that this diftri@t,was fome, years ago, com- 
puted to produce one fourth of the revenue raifed on that 
article in Ireland. The town is furrounded by its an- 
cient wall, ftill perfe&, except at the different entrances 
which have been broken down for public convenience. 
The ruins of churches and abbeys are to be feen, 
which even in neglect and decay, exhibit marks of 
‘ancient magnificence ; and the proteftant church; 
roman catholic chapel, market-houfe, and bar- 
racks, buildings which are not inferior to thofe of 
other places, of equal, or perhaps, fuperior import- 
ance. The general appearance of the town, is, how- 
ever, very indifferent, the ftreets being very narrow, 
and having but few good houfes; yet it is in a ftate of im- 
“provement, and when. the quay fhall be filled in and 
well banked; an operation now in progrefs, it will, in 
all likelihood, induce people to pay mote attention to 
the art of building, as the fituation is inyiting. The 
remarkable wooden-bridge built in 1795, over 
the mouth of the Slaney, leading northward from 
the town, is undoubtedly a very great curiofity, 
being. fifteen hundred and fifty-nine feet long, with a 
portcullis, and thirty-one feet wide through its whole 
extent, with a toll-houfe at each extremity. On each 
fide are foot- -ways, ornamented with chinefe rail- 
ings fupported by ftrong bars. There are alfo two 
receffes, with feats for fhelter againft fudden fhowers ; 
for it is the beau walk of the town, and thus contributes 
much to the tolls collected to defray the expence of 
the building. About two miles up the river, there is 
alfo another wooden- bridge with a portcullis, at a 
place called Carrig, where the firft {quare caftle built 
in Ireland was reared by Fitz-Stephen, after the land- 
ing of Strongbow.- Many other caftles are to be feen 
: __- throughou; 
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throughout the county, particularly inthe baronies 
of Forth and Bargy. There do not at prefent exift 
any traces of round towers ; but there are innumerable 
Danith forts and raths. Wexford returns one mem- 
ber to the imperial parliament. 


Taghmon is on the road from Wexford to Rofs, at 
the foot of the mountain of Forth. It lies inland, 
has a market, fairs, and a poft-office, alfo the remains 
ef an old caftle, and is furrounded by good lands. 


New Rofs fixty-feven miles from Dublin, and 
nineteen weft of Wexford,. is fituated on the Barrow, 
and well ftationed for trade, in which it is rapidly 
improving, as well as in the appearance of the town 
itfelf, which has been greatly retarded from the 
want of proper encouragement. It is built on the 
fide of a hill, commanding a beautiful view of the 
river, and part of the county of Kilkenny, the paf- 
fage to which, over it is by a fine wooden bridge, 
from the upper part of the quay, with a portcullis, 
foot-ways, chinefe railings and recefles in the centre. 
Here are the ruins of abbeys and fome churches ; 
part of one of the latter now forms the proteftant 
church. The old town walls were flanding until 
lately, and their partial deftruction was much regretted 
on the attack of the infurgents in June 1798. It 
returns a member t to ware 


Ennifcorthy lies fifty-eight miles fram Dublin, fif- 
teen from Rofs, eleven from Wexford by land, and 
fourteen by the windings of the Slaney which waters 
it, and whofe banks are unrivalled in beauty; but 
‘jt is to be lamented that its navigation has not been 
attended to, as at a -fmall expence, it could be fo 

improved 
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improved as to render Ennifcorthy a very flourifhing 
town, which alfo feels the difadvantage of not poffef- 
fing the foftering care of a refident land-lord. It 
would be a moft .excellent fituation for carrying ou 
any kind of manufaéture. ‘When woods were in 
greater abundance in Ireland, it was remarkable for . 
its iron works, fome.of which are ftill exifting neat 
it; there now remain the extenfive woods of 
Kilaughram in its neighbourhood. The town now 
exhibits a melancholy pidture of the devaftation con- 
fequent on civil war, being moftly deftroyed during 
the infurrection in 1798, which, among other effects, 
has occafioned its not being, what it otherwife would 
have been, one of the reprefentative towns of Treland. 
A fine old caftle is fill in tolerable repairs and the town 
as rebuilding very faft. gga eh ed 


Gorey, or Newborough is forty-two miles from 
Dublin, nine from Arklow, twenty-two miles north 
of Wexford, and fifteen from Ennifcorthy. It lies 
inland, has little or no trade, but what arifes from 
fairs and markets, and is a poft town. Dyeaatea an Spe 


Ferns lies fix miles from Ennifcorthy, and nine 
from Gorey; is a bifhop’s fee, fince the refor- 
gnation united to Leighlin in the proteftant, but never 
atinexed in the catholic church. It was founded by 
St. Maod’og, (pronounced by the inhabitants, and 
written at this day St. Mogue,) in reverence of whom 
the primacy of Leinfter was transferred-to it from 
Kildare, towards the latter end of the fixth century. Part 
of the very large old:church, now grand even in ruins 
dedicated to him as firft bithop, conftitutesthe prefent 
eathedral. His fepulchre is even ftill preferved and 
in good repair, in part of the parent church, having 
Seen refcued from obfcurity by one of the late bifhops. 

: The 
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The epifcopal palace is contiguous to the town, and’ 
iS its principal ornament.’ Here alfo ftand the ruins 
of an abbey, and of the memorable caftle of Dermod 
M«Morragh, king of Leinfter, whither, as his prin- 
cipal refidence, he retired with the beauteous and 
fatal Dervorgal, daughter of ©’Malfechlin king of 
Meath, and wife of O’Rorke prince of Breifny, now 
denominated the county of Leitrim, from whom, by 
évery wily contrivance, he is-faid to have feduced 
and perfuaded her to elope with him, which eventu- 
ally produced one of the moft momentous epochas, a¢ 
marked with one of the greateft and moft ferious revo- 
lutions, that occurs in the hiftory of Ireland, pro-— 
ducing acomplete, and total change in its laws, cuf- 
toms, government and proprietors; and in a great 
extent even inits population ; and finally, in our own 
days, in its imperial dominion and independence.— 
This libertine and licentious deed introduced the 
adventuring Anglo-Norman chiefs, at the head of 
the Welch or Britifh, and Englifh invaders; who 
by long and perfevering efforts, eftablifhed a tranfcen- 
dent afcendency in Ireland. For Dermod odious ag 
notorious for other atts of tyranny and violence, 
attracted by this flagitious crime, the.aggravated ex- 
ecration and refentment of Roderic O’Connor, the 
reigning monarch, as well ‘as of all the other chief 
and princes of the land ;*who making common caufe’ 
again{t the execrable outrage, forced him out of the 
ifland, whither he ere long returned, introducing 
thofe invaders, (from one of whom I am myfelf de- 
feended;) who ultimately fucceeded in its utter re- 
duétion. Hence it cannot be fantaftical to deem in’ 
fimilitude Dermod the Paris; Dervorgal the Helen, 
Ferns the Troy, and the Anglo-Norman and Welch 
adventurers, the’ Greeks: of Ireland, and were there 

, another 
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another Homer in exiftencey he might rejoice in 
having a fecond equivalent fubjecty to difplay anew 
his powers. At all events, the Irifh have to exclaim! 
in fympathy with the Trojans in eee from a fimi- 
larity of circumftances; 


& — fuimus Troes, fuit Ilium et ingens 
** Gloria Teucrorum.”’ 








— 


For there were Tri fh—they poffeffed dominion —thiy’ 


were greatly renowned.—But they are now no more '— 


The Englifh, when eftablifhed in the baronies. of 
Forth and Bargy, willing to extend their do- 
minion over thé whole county of Wexford, en- 
countered very vigorous refiftance. Forced by various: 
oppreffions, the natives rofe under a youthful hero», 
ef the ancient royal blood, Arthur. M‘Murchad 
O’Cavanagh, who defeated them in feveral rencoun- 
ters, and broughtthe pale to the verge of deftruction. 
On this occafion Richard Il..of. England, haftened to 
its affiftance with forty-thoufand men ; but foiled and: 
defeated by the Leinfter chieftain, he was glad to. 
purchafe prefent fafety by a difhonourable peace ; 
and perhaps this expedition was the caufe of his lofing, 
both life and crown. The chiefs of the pale, after 
repeated and fruitlefs. contefts, in which the beft 
Englifh generals were defeated, thought themfelves. 
happy in obtaining toleration to remain in Ireland, on. 
condition of paying a yearly tribute to the chieftain: 
of Leinfter. This tax is well known under the name 
of black rent) which continued to be paid until 
the Reign of Henry VIII. In fine, the inhabitants. 
of that quarter of Ireland including Wexford, were 
always remarkable for their. bravery ;. and in latter ’ 
tumes the Wexfordians had the firmnefs and courage to 

refift 
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refit ncn went; after the reft of the ifland was inti- 
midated, partly by the fame, and partly by the ex- 
perience of his cruelties and viftories. 

Were it not forthefe circumftances, Ferns would at 
prefent excite little confideration, being otherwife 


mean and of little importance. 
\ 


Bunclody, now Newtown-Barry, is fituated partly 
in the county of Wexford, and partly in the county of 
Carlow, forty-nine miles from Dublin, and’ ten 
north of Ennifcorthy on the Slaney, where the fitu- 
ation is admirably beautiful ; and although Newtown- 
Barry cannot aflume the name of a town, in its ftri@eft 
fenfe, it is incomparable as a village. Its i importance 
in a military point of view, pronounces it one of the 
principal keys of the county of Wexford. 


Fedihacd Beusaans and Gioutines: mete boroughs, 
but long fince have fallen into decay ; the filver and 
lead mines in their neighbourhood, when worked, 
made them of fome confequence. 


The high and extenfive mountaifis of Black Stairs, 
and mount Leinfter already. mentioned; feparate the 
county of Carlow from the county of Wexford, as 
Croghan mountain, with others of inferior notes 
divide the latter from the county of Wicklow. Within 
the county itfelf, are the mountains of Forth, between 
Wexford and Taghmon; as are Camarus, Carrig- 
byrne, Slieykeltra and Brie, between Rofs, Taghmon; 
and Ennifcorthy ; Slieye-buy, which rifes conicallys; 
and Carrigrew, near Ferns, and Tara-hill, north of 
Gorey ; intermixed with feveral fmall hills and emi- 
nences, forming an er appearance ; in fucha 

manner 
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manner that no part of the county can be termed levels 
except the baroniesof Forth and Bargy, fouth of the 
town of Wexford. On the fouthern coaft are two 
bays of little note, but their fuperficial appearance— 
thofe of Ballytiegue and Bannow, into the latter of 
which runs the river of that name,’ which is paflable 
at the point called the Scar, at low water ;. the Saltee 
iflands, round which there is a confiderable lobfter 
and crab fifhéry, and which in the times ef falconry, 
were famous for producing the moft excellent hawks; 
lie nine miles off the coaft, oppofite the bay of Bally- 
tiegue. Duncannon fort is a military ftation on the 
fhore, commanding the entrance of the Barrow, of 
which and the Slaney there is fufficient mention and 
obfervation made already, and furely of ¢ Bannow’s 
banks,’ we have heard enough. On the Barrow are 
three ferries, between the county of Wexford and 
thofe of Kilkenny and Waterford; the two firft are, 
one at Mountgarret, above Rofs, and another at 
Balliniaw, below Rofss; into the county of Kik 
kenny. The third is below the confluence of the 
Suir and Barrow; between the trifling villages of 
Ballyhack in the county of Wexford, and Paffage in 
the county of Waterford. ‘The Bann rifes inthe 
county of Wicklow, paffes by: Ferns,’ and joins the 
Slaney above Ennifcorthy. 


Lough Tra, or the Lake of the ladies’ iflandy. is very 
fingularly circumftanced; it receives into its bofom 
two or three fmall rivulets, whofe currents however; 
are not ftrong enough to force a paflage, in oppofition 
to a powerful tide rufhing directly againft them, and 
continually drifting quick-fand, which accumulates 
fo as to form the fouthern bank of the lake. This 
every three or four years occafions an inundation of the 
adjacent country, obliging the people with vaft labour 

t@ 
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$0 open a way through the mound for the collected 
waters to difembogue ; but this is foon choaked up 
again by the like agglomeration as before. The 
lake of Tacumfhin, is nearly adjoining, but 
the currents with which it is fupplied, not being fo 
abundant as the former, the tafk of letting out the 
waters, does not occur for many years together. 


_ The ruins of feveral abbeys appear throughout the 
county, but thofe that preferve the greateft remains 
of magnificence, are Dunbrody, Tintern, . and 
one in Wexford, founded by the earlof Pembroke, 
Fitz-Stephen and De Morefco. (From this ftock the 
family of Morres in Ireland, claims defcent.)—In 
Wexford there were two other abbeys alfo. The reft 
we take in the order of precedence from the beft au- 
thorities. Clomines, Dune on the little river Derry; the 
abbey of St. Mary’s in Ferns, St. Mary’s of Glafs-carrig 
or Green rotk on the fea coaft; Horetown near 
Fookes’s-mill ; one at Ennifcorthy, and another at 
the village of St. John’s, not far diftant from that 
town ; Kilclogan on the Barrow, below Dunbrody ; 
and two at Rofs, of Minorets and Auguftins. 


The county of Wexford contains eight baronies, 
namely, Gorey, Scarawalfh, Ballaghkeen, Bantry> 
Shelmaliere, Shelburne, Bargy, and Forth, in which 
are one hundred and forty-two parifhes ; and the 
‘ acreable extent of tke whole is computed to be 
3423900, or 535 fquare miles. Its population, ac- 
cording to Mr. Buthe’s eftimate, taking the houfes- 
to be 20,448, is 132,912 inhabitants. The town of 
Wexford itfelf, contains 1412 houfes, and upwards 
of nine thoufand fouls; but I apprehend the popu- 
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lation is under-rated ny Mr. Bufhe, as t i to be 
enabled to fhew at a future period. } 


The county of Wexford has been long remarkable 
for the peaceable demeanor of its inhabitants; and 
their good behaviour and induftry have been held out 
as exemplary for other parts of Ireland: fo little and 
fo feldom infefted with difturbance or riots ‘of any 
kind, that an execution’ for a capital crime rarely 
took place there; and; in the calender of its crimi= 
nals, it has as fee on record, as any part either of 
Great Britain or Ireland.—This country bore fuch re- 
putation, that landed property was confidered of higher 
value in it, than in many other parts of this country; 
purchafers not hefitating to advance fome years rental 
more for lands in the county of Wexford, than for the 
_ like in moft other patts of Ireland. Even at the time 
that different parts of the nation were difturbed by the 
riots of white boys, &c. they fcarcely made their appear- 
ance here, owing to the vigilance ahd exertions of 
the gentlemen of the country.. Thefe formed an 
armed affociation at Ennifcorthy, for the prefervation 
of the peace, under the command of Sir Vefey Col- 
clough; and this affociation afterwards became a 
corps of volunteers, the firft of the kind in the land ;' 
and thus can the county of Wexford boat of having 
fet the example and of being the firft to promote the 
illuftrious inftitution of the volunteers of Ireland. 
Having fet fo confpicuous a precedent; the volunteers of 
the county of Wexford; by their printed refolutions, 
fully coincided with thofe of all other parts of thenation; 
and, in the fpirit of the times, adopted the memorable 
refolutions of the meeting at Dungannon, and fent’ 
their deputation to the grand provincial meeting of 
Leinfter, affembled at the oe hall in the tholfel of 
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Dublin, on Thurfday the oth of O&ober 1483, 
and afterwards to the géneral convention of the 
volunteers of Ireland, held at the rotunda, on the 
roth of November following. 


The liberality of the times invited men of all per- 
fuafions to the volunteer ranks—catholics ftood by 
their proteftant fellow-foldiers in the glorious caufe, 
and proved themfelves worthy of the liberal conf- 
dence that diftated their admiffion, which the exifting 
laws did not ftriftly fan@tion. Amidft this general 
fpirit of toleration, however, I am forry to remark 
y that there was no admiffion for a catholic among the 
/ yolunteers of the county of Wexford, a circumftance 

the more remarkable, as it was the only county in 
7 Treland, that exclufively held up this prejudice. 
‘There were indeed, fome catholic gentlemen of the 
county of Wexford volunteers; but they belonged 
to corps in other counties, and on this account their 
number was but inconfiderable ; as few of them could 
undergo the expence, or wafte the time neceffary for 
‘attending meetings out of their own county ; and thus 
the great body were prevented from manifefting their 
fentiments to the extent of their wifhes. This exclu- 
fion, as unwife as impolitic, muft be attributed to that 
bane of fociety, the odious prejudice of religious bizotrys 
fo generally inculcated in early youth, and blended 
with education; which fad experience proves to have 
been fo fatal to the intereft of Ireland; the perpetual 
bar to her otherwife infallible profperity. If men 
would but fo far diveft themfelves of prejudice, and 
indulge fentiments of chriftian charity, as not to avoid 
the fociety of their fellow men on account of a dif-' 
ference in .religious opinion, the great advantage » 


one be foon perceptible.—It would be quickly found, 
that 
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that uncharitable principles could not be cherifhed by 
any denomination of people profefling the religion of 
peace and love, the delufion would vanifh, and the un+ 
hallowed monfter of bigotry and prejudice would foon 
be abhorred and abandoned. Every man of ferious and 
feeling mind, muft think it a very awful misfortune to 
be born and reared in a country, where the great majo> 
sity of the people is an object of hatred and horror to 
soft of the fuperior order. A perfon of high rank, en- 
tertaining unfavourable fentiments of a community, muft 
prove a horrible fcourge to a nation. The balance of 
juftice may be placed in his hands, while his prejudice 
muft inevitably prevent its impartial adminiftration ; for 
it is the nature of prejudice to warp and fuperfede all 
other affections, fo far even as to pervert the fair dictates 
of moral truth and of mild and generous humanity. 
Alas! that Ireland fhould verify the reflexion! But 
Tet our regret avert our contemplation, and direct oux 
view to better prefpects. 


Since the time of volunteering, till of late, nothing 
very remarkable happened in the county of Wexford. 
It continued to flourifh from the memorable period af . 
1782, with the fame progreflive improvement of the 
nation at large, ftill holding up its pre-eminence in 
the value of landed property. The peafantry were 
certainly more comfortably fituated here than in moft 
parts of Ireland fouth of Dublin, but far from enjoy- 
ing the happinefs experienced by the like clafs of 
people in other countries ; and although their condi- 
tion was lefs wretched than that of the greater portion 
of their countrymen; yet this amelioration muft be attri- 

_# buted more to their own induftry, than to any encou- 
- yagement or indulgence of their landlords. Many gen- 
_ tlemen becoming needy by diflipation and extravagance, 

feel 
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Feel indifpenfible neceffity to fupport accuftomed luxury 
by wrefting occafional fupplies from the hard labour of 
a wretched and dependent tenantry, whofe calamitous 
appearance, (enough to fend horror to the foul of hus 
manity), is unnoticed in the general view of mifery 
y and diftrefs which Ireland exhibits as a fingular and 
| melancholy fpeétacle to the world. Such are the men 
who deteft the fimple kind that cultivates their lands, 
and who calumniate.to other countries the fubdued 
and crawling peafant of their own, whofe ears are to 
be gratified, whofe hearts are chearfully delighted by a 
defamatory, rancorous and indifcriminate reviling of 
their countrymen ;_ calumnies that if direSted again& 
their fellow-natives would excite horror and indigna+ 
tion in the breafts of the gentry of any other country 
in Europe or perhaps on the globe. 


InIrelanda good and kind landlord is a rare bleff- 
ing; and a traveller, in his paflage through the 
country, muft readily diftinguifh the foftering care 
and benevolent fuperintendance of fuch, wherever to 
be found. It is eafy to gain the affeGions of the warm 
hearted Ivifh; if a perfon of rank deigns but to pay 
them thofe attentions which are accounted but common 
care of the lower claffes in other countries, he is uni- 
verfally beloved; and, on his approach, delight 
beams on thecountenanceof the neighbourhood around 
him ; fothat it is much to be wondered at, that more 
are not found to purchafe at fo eafy a rate the love and 
attachment of a generous and ingenuous people. This 
however the generality of landlords forfeit for a racks 
rent on their lands, and not unfrequently even fome 
_ who may feel a better difpofition fee their lands occupi- 
ed by a ftill more miferable peafantry, if pofhible, and 
incur equal difgrace with the unrelenting, by parcelling 

out; 
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eut, to fupport a falfe confequence, their eftates in 
freeholds to middle men ; a fet of harpies fo hardened, 
as to view with the coldeft unconcern, the moft dif- 
trefling fcenes of mifery; who hold it meritorious to 
wreft the laft farthing from the toilfome and laborious 
induftry of ftarved and naked wretchednefs. This 
evil was moft feverely felt by the catholics, who could - 
_ not, till very lately, become freeholders ;. and the 
grievance arofe from their being deprived of the right 
of elective franchife, which conftituted the lower pro- 
teftants middle men. By the reftoration of this right, 
however, it is to. be hoped, that by degrees, as leafes- 
fhall fall in to the landlords, they will be induced, even 
by felf-intereft, to maltiply their freeholders, by 
fetting their lands to the occupiers of the foil; and 
this will prevent the intercourfe of landlord and te- 
nant from being intercepted, by the hated interference » 
of the odious tribe of middle men, and reftore fome 
degree of comfort and happinefs to the people at large. 


Some years ago, the proprietors of land in the ba- 
vonies of Forth and Bargy, determined themfelves 
tofarmthe foil occupied by their tenants, who were 
on this account obliged to feek out new fituations in 
other parts of the county of Wexford. Their ap~ 
proved mode of tillage was feon adopted, in the 
feveral neighbourhoods where they fettled, and 
through them anew fpirit of induftry was generally 
diffufed, and the faceof the country affumed an ap- 
pearance of much fuperior advantage to its former ftate. 
For although the county of Wexford produces vat 
quantities of grain, particularly barley, it is obtained 
more thro’ the induftry of the cultivators, than from 
the fertility of the foil, whofe barrennefs is overcome, 
by the labour and exertions of the inhabitants. The 

baronies 
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baronies of Forth, and Bargy, are occupied by the 
defcendants of an Englifh colony, who came over 
with Strongbow in the reign of Henry II. They 
have ever fince, in the courfe of upwards of fix 
hundred years, lived entirely with little or no ad- 
mixture, within themfelves. Until of late years it 
was a rarething to’‘finda man among them, that had 
ever gone farther from home than Wexford. They 
have even preferved their language, probably without 
alteration or improvement, as may be prefumed, if 
not abfolutely concluded from this fa&t: that although. 
there was no regular intercourfe kept up between thefe 
and a fifter colony from Wales, who at the fame time 
fettled at Fingal in the county of Dublin, and have 
continued of fimilar unmixed habits, yet upon the 
accidental meeting of individuals from both placess 
they can completely underftand each other. 


Early inthe year 1792; the catholics of Ireland were 
invited by a circular letter, inferted in the public papers, 
figned Edward Byrne; to depute from all the counties 
and principal towns, delegates, to meet in Dublin to 
frame a petition to the king fora redrefs of the griev- 
ances under which they laboured. The catholics of 
the county of Wexford elected delegates, according to 
the plan propofed, the July following, andthe whole 
kingdom atthe fame time made like returns. Refolu- 
tions of many grand juries and corporations were pub- 
lifhed foon after, reprobating this circular letter. Coun- 
ties were aflembled forthe purpofe of joining in the out- 
ery. Thecounty of Wexford was convened on the 22d 
of September, by Mr. Derenzy the high fheriff, to take 
into confideration the circular letter of the general com- 
mitte of the-catholics of Ireland, figned Edward Byrne. 

D The 
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The eourt was opened at one o'clock; when Mr. Max!’ 
well was about to prodice refolutions, but thé hon. 
Francis Hutchinfon having firft rifen; and being in pof- 
feflion of the chair; after a manly and eloquent fpeech of: 
fome length, propofed refolutions declaratory of the 
rights of the fubje&t : the firft refolution, which afferted 
the right to petition the throne or cither houfe of parlia- | 
ment, though for fometimeattempted to be got‘rid of by — 
Mr. C. Dawfon, on an objection upon'a point of order, was 
at length unanimoufly adopted; but the other refoluti- 
ons propofed by Mr. Hutchinfon, though equally con- 
ftitutional and felf-evidents: were rejected by the par- 
ty who avowedly caine to oppofe every meafure which 
might either tend to gratify the feelings or adminiftes 
a ‘hope of obtaining juftice tothe roman catholics— 
Mr. Hutchinfon;: however, moft ably fupported his: 
motion, and was powerfully ‘affifted by his brother,’ 
the honourable Chriftopher Hutchinfon, (the prefent 
member for the city of Cork;) ‘and captain Sweetmans: 
who in the moft energetic language, delivered a fpeech 
very prophetic of events, that’ have fince taken place ; 
But no one argument was adduced by his opponents to 
eontrovert the principles which‘he fought'to eftablifh. 


On the queftion a divifion took place; when the num+ 
ber of the filent freeholders who oppofed a declaration: 
of the unalienable rights of the fubje&t, appéared to be’ 
‘one hundred and ten againft forty five; three or four 
‘gentlemen of the refpeStable and liberal minded mino 
rity poffeffed more landed property inthe county than 
the whole of the majority, fo that the roman catholics’ 
had the fatisfaGtion to fee almoft every man of con- 
fiderable landed property, and of legal and conftituti- 
onal information, go out-on the divifion with them. 


The 
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The bufinefs being them difpofed of, Mr. Maxwell 
produced his ftring of refolutions, but declined making 


“any comment on them, alledging, that ic was intended 


they fhould be prefented by another gentleman, whofe 
attendance at the meeting was prevented by family rea~ 
fons, and that they had only that morning been put in- 
to his hands. Tt was expeéted, that as the propofer of 
the refolutions had declined to go into the difcuffion of 


-them, that fome other gentleman who aéted with him 


would have undertaken to explain to:the freeholders” 
the expedience or neceffity of entering into meafures 
which appeared to be calculated for no other purpofe 


‘but to create animofities between proteftants and ro- 


man catholics, and to divide the former. The other 
gentlemen continuing filent on the merits, but confi- 
dent in their ftrength of numbers, and loud in their call 


forthe queftion, though an adjournment was propofed, 
at being dark night, and feveral moderate men declared 
‘their wifh to have a day’s time cooly to confider before 


the county fhould be committed to an angry meafure; 


at became neceffary for the gentlemen on the other fide 
to commmence a debate, which continued until pat 


ten o’clock, when, without even attempting to anfwer 
éné argument of the many that were urged againft the 
refolutions, the fame majority who had rejected the 
conftitutional and conciliatory motion made in the morn- 
ing by the honourable Francis Hutchinfon, carried 
their point. * An addrefsto the county members was 
then propofed of the fame purport as the refolutions 
but was afterwards withdrawn. 


The next public meeting of the county convened by 
the magiftrates in the abfence of the fheriff, was held 


*® See Appendix, No. te 
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in Wexford on Friday the rrth of January 1793, at 
which Walter Hore efq. prefided. The meeting ma- 
nifefted by public refolutions their attachment to the 
conftitution in king, lords, and commons, the necef- 
fity of a reform in the commons houfe of parliament, 
including perfons of all religious perfuafions, an object 
which they declared they would endeavour to accom- 
plith by every legal and conftitutional means in their 
power. Jt was further refolved that the people in the 
county of Wexford were perfectly peaceable and quiet ; 
no kind of feditious practices known; nor the leaft 
fymptom of or tendency to riot ; but that left fuch fhould 
be intended by any faction, they declared that all at- 
' tempts to introduce any new form of government into 
the country, or in any manner to impair or corrupt the 
three effential parts of the conftitution confifting of 
king, lords and commons, they would refift with 
_ alltheir force and energy. Thefe-refolutions were for- 
warded to the reprefentatives for.the county in parlia- 
ment, and infertedin-the public papers. ts 


On the fame day a fociety was formed in the town of 
Wexford, under the denomination of the friends of: 
the conftitution, liberty and peace. . This affociation, 
was attended by a great.many.of the moft refpectable 
and independent gentlemen of the county.; and their. 
number increafed :confiderably at different. fucceflive 
meetings, They, from'time to time, paffed and pub- 
lifhed refolutions; expreflive of their fentiments, views, 
and opinions, fimilar to.thofe paffed and, publifhed by 
focieties of the like nature in Dublin, and many other 
parts of Ireland.’ But they have4ong fince ceafed to 
exift,-and never tended to difturb public. tranquillity: 


t See Appendix, No, 2, °° 
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They were indeed the friends of peace and harmony; 
but their powers were not proportionate to their 
wifhes, and their benevolent efforts failed of the in- 
tended effect. 


When in the fpring of the year 1793, the militia 
regiments were purfuant to an act of the legiflature, 
embodied in Ireland, it occafioned great. commotion 
in different parts of the country, from fome filly mif- 
conceptions that were difperfed through the populace, 
with regard to the objeé of the enrollment. ~It had 
_ been rumoured that the people were to be cajoled into 
the militia regiments, to be torn from their families, 
and fent on foreign fervice. But notwithftanding this, 
the meafure was carried into effe&t in the county of 
Wexford, perhaps with lefs ferment, than in any other 
part of Ireland. I had the beft poffible opportunity 
of knowing the fact, having been appointed a deputy 
governor of the county. 


“In the fummer of this year, fome tythe-farmers: 
took tythes, in the county of Wexford, which had 
been formerly rented by others. Thefe, unwilling 
to lofe their prey without an effort to retain it, ex- 
cited the populace to refift the demands of the new 
undertakers, whom they called innovators and intru- 
ders. Soon after, oaths were framed in imitation of 
fimilar practices in Munfter. From the neighbour- 
hood of Tottenham Green, extending towards Mount 
Leinfter, and to that part of the county of Wexford 
called the Duffrey, the inhabitants were generally 
fworn. On Sundays, a great concourfe of people 
attended at the different places of worfhip, as well 
proteftant churches, as catholic chapels; and fwore 
the , 
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ithe feveral congregations to refift paying tythes under 

certain reftritions, with a modification of the fees of 
the catholix clergy, and an injun@ion to fwear their 
neighbouring parithes. Thus about one eighth of 
the county was fworn, and, in all probability, the de- 
Jufion might have generally fpreads but for the timely 
exertions of feveral of the country gentlemen, who ufed 
all. their influence to prevent their tenants and neigh- 
bours from joining’ in fuch unlawful purfuits. Dif- 
ferent magiftrates alfo attended, with’ parties of the 
military, at feveral places of worthip, and fo put a flop 
to the general diffusion of big faerppo of: riot.” 


On Sunday, the a of Jelys however, a2 man was 
taken in a chapel-yard near Ennifcorthy, in the act of 
adminiftering thofe unlawful oaths, and fent into the 
town a prifoner. The report of this fact being quicky 
circulated through the country, excited thofe that had 
been already fworn, to rife in a body, onthe Monday 
immediately following, for this man’s liberation.’ Intel- 
ligence of the approach of thefe people having been’ re- 
ceived at Ennifcorthy, a party of the 56th regiment, un- 
derthe diretion of Mr. Vero,a magiftrate, camé up with 
the rioters at the hill of Scobie. Here Mr. Vero re- 
eived an anonymous letter,as a meflage from the popu-. 
laces requefting he would liberate the prifoner, who 
was reprefented to be a filly infignificant fellow. Mr, 
Vero, from motives of humanity, it 1s to be prefumed, 

although he had a military force to act with him, 
thought it moft prudent not to refift the demand : — 
the prifoner was fet at liberty; and this fo pleafed 
the people, that the air was rent with their fhouts of 
joy ; and after a general volley of what fire-arms they 
had that would go off, they difperfed to their feveral 

homess 
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homes; without committing further outrage; and the 
military marched back to Ennifcorthy. 


On the fame days Mr. Maxwell, (now colonel Barry.) 

at the head of a troop of horfe, in the capacity of @ 
magiftrate, fet out from'Newtown Barry, {coured the 
country all along as he’ paffed; found fixteen men 
_ drinking in an ale-houfe of his way, took them all, 
and conducted them to Ennifeorthy. The fight of fo 
many prifoners, being a@ very extraordinary event in 
the county of Wexford, alarmed the peaceable inhabiz 
tants of the town. Mr. Richards *, the high theriff, 
repaired immediately to Ennifeorthy, from whence, 
with all poffible fpeed, he difpatched meffengers to 
convey this alarming intelligence to all the gentlemen 
of ‘the neighbourhood ; requefiing their afiftance at a 
meeting, appointed to be held the next day at Ennif- 
corthy. -—Notwithftanding the fhortnefs of the notice, 
a great number of gentlemen attended on Tuefday, 
the oth of July, atthe bear inn; im the'town of Ennif- 
corthy. I was One of thofe prefént. An affociation 
was then formed for the prefervation of the peace of 
the county ; all the well difpofed were invited to joing, 
_ and fabferiptions were immediately ‘entered into, to 
profecute the difturbers of the public peace. In 
fhort time, this affociation was compofed of almoft al¥ 
the refident gentlemen of the county; and their 
mectings were afterwards held, from time to.time, at 
Ennifcorthy. 


On the firft day of meeting, an enquiry into the cafe 
of the fixteen prifoners ‘took place; and various were 
the opinions. offered on the occafion. I was forry to 
ebferve i in the onfet, that an inclination prevailed to 


* See his certificate to the author, Appendix Ne. 3. : 
attribute. 
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attribute the riots to a fpirit of religious bigotry ; but 
the futility of the prejudiced arguments was fo mani-~ 
feftly contrary to the facts, that this ground was foon 
abandoned. The refult of the enquiry proved, that 
the rioters had affembled, the day before, in great 
numbers, on Scobie-hill, in a hoftile manner, deter- 
mined to liberate the ptifoner by force, if attempted 
to be detained. The magiftrate, who attended on the 
eccafion, was deemed to have aéted as he did, from an 
idea of miftaken lenity, although his indulgent con- 
du&t had fo pleafed the people, that they difperfed 
without having’ committed any act that the laws of 
the country could punith; for at that time it was 
neceflary to read the riot act, to conftitute any affem~ 

blage an illegal meeting. ‘This meafure was not re- 
forted to in the prefent inftance, and if it had, the con 
fequent difperfion of<the multitude, muft have dif- 
armed the law. 


Tt was, however, thought neceflary to imprefs on 
the minds of the people, that the magiftracy would, 
at all times, refift the demands of a riotous and armed 
force, with determined firmnefs; and as among the 
fixteen prifoners, there were two taken with fire-arms, 
it was judged expedient to commit thefe to Wexford 
gaol, and liberate the other fourteen, on giving bail for 
good behaviour. Accordingly, thefe two men, (whom 
the law could not punifh any more than thofe who 
' were liberated,) were conducted under a military 
guard from Ennifcorthy, through a part of the country 
that efcaped being fworn, to the eaft of the Slaney» 
and lodged inthe gaol of Wexford. 


On he morning of the rith, great numbers of 
people aflembled from Newtown Barry tothe Duffrey» — 
and 
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and to Tottenham-green, fearching the different houfes 
in their way, on the weftern fide of the river Slaney, 
making towards Wexford; and forcing every man they 
met, to come along withthem, This concourfe of 
people, being obferved by many of the country folk; 
fuch as could procure boats to convey them to the 
eaftern fide of the river, fled on their approach, ard 
thus efeaped, being compelled to conftitute a part of 
the multitude ; but ftill their numbers were confider- 
ably accumulated in the courfe of their progrefs. 


: 


On this morning alfo, an anonymous letter was re- 
ecived in Wexford, by a refpeftable inhabitant of the 
town, requefting he might apply to the magiftrates to 
liberate the two prifoners, threatening, in cafe of re- 
fufal, that a body of fome thoufands would come to 
take them by force. Little notice was taken of this 
threat; nor did the inhabitants apprehend any alarm; 
until about three o’clock, a gentleman, who had been 
forced along by the multitude, was feen galloping into 
the town, declaring, that he had been fent to inform 
the magiftrates, that an immenfe concourfe of peoples 
then not more than a quarter of a mile diftant, and of 
apparent determination, were coming to enforce the 
enlargement of the prifoners. Lieutenant Buckby, of 
the 56th, who had been in Wexford that day alone, 
on regimental bufinefs,; was, on his return to join his 
command at Taghmon, feized upon, and forced to 
come back with the rioters to Wexford. In a few mi- 
nutes, about fifty foldiers of the. 56th regiments 
vith three magiftrates, headed by the brave Major 
Vallotton, marched out to meet the rioters, who were 
all drawn up at the upper end of John-ftreet, on the, 
road leading to Taghmon, in readinefs to receive them. 


The Major, humanely intending to expoftulate, ad~- 
E vanced 


A 
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vanced a few paces before his party ; but on feeing on® 
of his officers a prifoner with the rioters, his benevo- 
lent’ intentions were diflipated ; and lofing all patiences 
he made a blow of his’ fword at’the man who had 
been induced to meet him in expoftulation, and 
wounded him feverely. This provoked refiftance, and 
he in return, received a defperate wound in the groins 
of which he languifhed for fome days and died. 


Thus perifhed the gallant Vallotton, who had difs 
tinguifhed himfelf at the fiege of Gibraltar, under the 
itmmortal Elliot, as firft aid-de-camp to that* general! 
—Though parleying with rioters, may not at all times; 
perhaps, be advifeable ; yet, when once entered upon, 
the dignity of temper fhould be maintained, and it is 
much to be lamented, that the major did not’ continue 
his original difpofition ;—for though it fhould not 
ftand the teft of authoritative feverity, yet the event 
might have proved as bloodlefs as on the previous oc- 
cafion near Ennifcorthy. An attack on both fides im- 
mediately took place—The conteft was but fhort.. In 
a'few minutes, the rioters gave way in all direStions. 
Thofe who had been forced along by them, were the 
firft to fheer off; when they found an opportunity; 
over hedges and ditches, wherever they thought they 
could beft make their efcape;: numbers not knowing 
whither they were flying. It may not be unworthy 
of remark, that captain Boyd, then of the Wexford 
militia, had been to Taghmon in the morning, with a 
party of the 56th regiment, to efcort a prifoner; 
and was now on his return to Wexford as far as Betti~ 
ville, having no other poffible intimation of what had 
happened, but the confufed flight of the affrighted 
rabble. He lay in ambufcade for their approach, and; 
from behind the ditches, fhot numbers of the fugit 

tives.. 
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tives. The weather being intenfely warm, occafioned 
the death of a great many of the wounded, who might 
etherwife recover ; but left their wounds might betray 
them, they did not apply formedical affiftance. Many 
too, who were badly wounded, ran as far as they could, 
and, being exhaufted, crawled for concealment into the 
ditches, where they perifhed, and whence the firft-inti- 
mation of their fate was conveyed by the putrid exhala- 
tion from their bodies. Eleven lay dead onthe fcene of 
ation, in John-ftreet ;one of whom was a poor cobler of 
the town, fhot by accident. The others were publicly 
expofed for fome time, and were at length identified. 
Among them there appeared four freeholders, who 
had been polled at the preceding election for the 
gounty.” At that time, the catholics of Ireland could 
taint be freeholders in their native land, by the exifting 
}aws of which, they were excluded fiom that. privi- 
lege. In the hurry and fright of the aétion, eight 
men fought refuge in a hay-loft, where they were dif- 
covered after the confli&, made prifoners, and com- 
mitted to gaol. One of them died of his wounds, two 
became informers, and five were brought to trial, 
condemned at the enfuing affizes, and executed on the 
26th of July following. One of thefe men, who had 
been in town that day to market, was on his return 
home obliged to come back with the rioters; and 
although he was proved a man of moft unexception- 
able charaéter, yet fuch was the idea entertained of the 
neceffity of public example; that his character, or the 
circumftance of innocence, did not fave him. 


The inhabitants of Wexford, to prevent fuch ano- 
ther furprife, armed and embodied themfelves in four 
different divifions, officered by feveral gentlemen who 
had ferved in the army ; and all under the command, 
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of colonel (now general) Nicholls. He gave his orders. 
every day on parade, and different patroles perambu- 
lated the town and its vicinity every night. Two 
pieces of cannon were planted on that part of the 
barrack-hill, which commands the whole ftreet, and 
the entrance to the gaol ; and four others were ready 
to be brought to any quarter in cafe of emergency. 


During this fyftem of precaution, a foldier of the 56th 
gave the alarm to his comrades in the barracks, that, 
as he had been paffing through a church-yard in the 
town, he was attacked by fome of the inhabitants, 
who threatened him and his regiment with deftruc- 
tion, for having fired againft the people; and that at 
Jaft, inthe affray, he had been fortunate enough to 
efeape with the lofs of fome of his fingers. This 
flory, artfully told by the wounded man, roufed the 
fury of the foldiers to fuch a pitch, that they made 
preparation, and were actually onthe point of fallying 
forth from their barracks, to take fignal vengeance 
of ‘the town’s people. It required all the exertions 
and authority of their officers to reftrain them; but 
this they at length happily effe@ted. ‘ 


The affociation for preferving the peace of the 
county, affembled always at Ennifcorthy, (that being 
the moft central fituation.) The day after this affair, 
had been appointed for one of their meetings. To 
this meeting a gentleman was difpatched from Wex- 
ford, with the foregoing melancholy intelligence ; 
and an exprefs requeft, that a fuitable reward would be 
offered for the apprehenfion of the perpetrators of 
the horrid deed. This would have been immediately 
carried into effe&t, and orders fent by that night’s poft, 
to have the intelligence generally circulated, through 

. the 
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the medium of the Dublin papers, had it not fo hap- 
pened that there was not a fufficient number of the 
members of the fecret committee of the affociation 
prefent, to order the difburfement of the neceffary ex- 
pences ; they havingthe command of the funds. But. 
before a competent confenting number of thefe could 
be colleGted, it was difcovered that the foldier had been 
the perpetrator of the horrid deed himfelf, and had 
been induced to cut off his fingers to prevent his going 


Abroad with his regiment, then under orders for, fo- 


ee fervice. Ffad it not been for the prudent exertions 


Jf 


: 


of the officers, it is more than probable, that this im- 
pofture would have been attended with dreadful con- 
fequences before the real difcovery could be made. 
The peace of the county was attended to with. the 
greateft activity and vigilance by the -affociation, but 
in fa&t, after the affair at Wexford, on the rth of 
July, 1793, before detailed, no apparent fymptom or 
even a difpofition to riot could be traced. 


At the meetings of the affociation, I perceived, with 
regret, an infidious fpirit, eager and a¢tive to attach the 
entire odium of the difturbances exclufively on the ca- 
tholics, althoughthe damning public fpeCtacle, on the 
expofure of the killed at Wexford, fhould, furely, ever 
have deterred barefaced calumny and prejudiced mifre- 
prefentation from future exhibition: Yet, the malignant 


Atvaducers of their countrymen to foreigners believed 


or affected to believe, this vile reproach on mere affer- 
tion. In any other part of the world the uttering of 
fuch grofs detraCtion would bring down public exe- 
cration, and perhaps, endanger the perfonal fafety 
of the hated. reptile that would dare, in this un- 
qualified manner, to denounce a whole communi- 
ty. Ireland, however, which, by a peculiar pro- 
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vidence, though freed from any other, abounds with 
/thefe monfters in human form, who batten on the ruin 
of public profperity. . 


Thefe groundlefs infinuations were carried to fuch 
lengths, that, even in the houfe of lords, in the affem- 
blage of the peers of the realm, lord Farnham aflert- 
ed, with confidence, that the riots in the county of 
Wexford had became ferioufly alarming ; that the peo- 
ple held nightly meetings, and from parifh to parifhs 
had {worn not to pay rents, tythes or taxes, and that 
the lower orders of catholics had rifen in confequence 
ofa difappointed.expetation of receiving ten pounds a 
year, as the confequent advantage of their emancipati- 
on, which they had been promifed by their delegates. 
This. lord Farnham alleged in the moft folemn 
manner, on the authority, of letters received by him- 
felf, from a quarter the moft refpestable, he faid, i 
the county of Wexford. * ! 


My furprife was great, indeed, on finding fach al- 
legations thus ftrongly afferted and become the fub- 
jet of parliamentary difcuffion; ‘knowing, as I did, 
that the riots had never aflumed this ferious complexi- 
on, nor had in any degree furniihed ground for fuch 
exaggerated flatement. Being a.catholic delegate for 
» the county, I naturally felt an anxiety to difcover 
whence originated this extraordinary information ; and 
thought the beft appeal, at the time, would be.to a 
meeting of the aflociation, compofed of .almoft all 
the refpeClable gentlemen of the county. Here J 
complained that the country was calumniated, and re- 
quefted to know, if I could be informed who it -was 


* See Appendix, No. 4. 
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that had conveyed fuch ftrange. and unwarranted 
intelligence to lord Farnham? Itook the liberty alfo 
to declare, that, let him be who he may, ifthe fads 
exifted to his convition, he fhould have produced fa- 
tisfactory evidence of that conviction to the affociation, 
the natural and avowed guardians of the peace of the 
county. I further urged, that not above one-eighth 
of the county had ever been in a ftate of difturb- 
ance; that the rioters appeared to be a motley 
multitude of all perfuafions, to whom religion appear- 
éd to be ah obje&t of the leaft concern. 


The refult was, after a moft minute inveftigation, 
that the monftrous charge was deemed a grofs and un~— 
founded calumny ;. and whatever latitude prejudiced 
eonverfation might have taken at the feftive tables of 
fome gentlemen, not one then prefumed to come for- 
ward in fupport of the principles of bigotry againft 
ftubborn truth and undeniable fa&s. But had not 
this enquiry been inftitute|, it is very probable that 
the unrefuted calumnies againft the county of Wex-~ 
ford might have led to confequences as fatal and deplo- 
rable as happened from like caufes inthe counties of 
Meath and Louth. Thefe, however, I wili not at- 
tempt to detail; having limited myfelf, for the pre- 
fent, to the tranfaCtions of my native county, awaiting 
an opportunity of general information. 


The catholics of the county met at Wexford, on 
the 30th of July, for the purpofe of publicly avowing 
their fentiments and principles. To this effect they 
adopted refolutions which were given to the world 
in all the public papers of 'theday.* 


* See Appenci?x, No. 5, 
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-In the year 1795, when lord Fitz-William’s recall 
from the government of Ireland was made knowa, the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the county of 
Wexford were fummoned to meet on purpofe to delibe- 
rate on this unexpected event. In the abfence of thé 
fheriff, the fummons was figned by Cornelius Grogan, 
Ifaac Cornock, Thomas Grogan Knox, Harvey Hays 
and John Grogan, magiftrates of the county. The 
meeting, which was held in the county court-houfe 
of Wexford, on the 23d of March, was very nume+ 
roufly attended. Unanimous refolutions were entered 
into ; a petition to the king was voted ; and Cornelius 
Grogan, Edward Hay, and Beauchamp Bagnal Harveys 
efqrs. were appointed delegates to prefent it to his 
majefty* An addrefs to lord Fitz-William was alfo 
voted, and Sir Thomas Efmonde, and Sir Frederick 
Flood, Baronets, and William Harvey, efq. were ap- 
pointed, and they fet offinftantly for Dublin; to pre- 
fent it to the lord lieutenant, who was at the time 
hourly expected to leave the country. The regret 
felt onthe recall of this nobleman, even whofe good 
intentions produced fuch cordiality and harmony 
amongft all ranks and defcriptions of people, is fearcely 
credible. From that period may be dated the origin 
of that dreadful ftate of calamity and misfortune in 
which Ireland has been fince involved, for it is now 
evident to all, that had the meafures intended to be 
carried, into effect by him been adopted, the nation 
would have continued its happy carecr of uncommon 
progrefve profperity. It was propofed to his lord- 
fhip, by the British cabinet to carry the union, at a 
time that he had got the money bills paffed, and was 
pledged to the country to have the popular meafures 


*® See Appendix, No. 6. 
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alluded to brought forward in parliament. It was 
even fuggefted, that thefe meafures might go hand in 
hand with the other; but he preferred being recalled 
_ to giving his fupport to a bufinefs that fo ftrongly met 
his difapprobation ; nor; indeed, is it at ail probable, 
that the Irifh legiflature and people would have con- 
fented, atthat day, to yieldupthe dignity of indepen- 
dence for any confideration the miniftry could pretend 
to offer. 


The removal of lord Fitz-William muft ever be con- 
fidered as one of the greateft misfortunes, that, in the 
revolution of ages. has befallen this devoted nation. 
It originated a train of calamitous circumftances, which 
the difclofing information of every day renders more 
and more lamentable to the friends of Ireland. The 
great majerity of the people was infulted, public faith 
was violated ; the cup of redrefs was.dafhed from the 
lips of expectation, and it cannot be wondered at 
that the anger of difappointment fhould have enfued. 
Had the healing balm been applied at the critical mo- 
ment, the fever of commotion had long fince paffed 
its crifis. Had the benevolent meafures, intended by 
that nobleman as the bafis of his adminiftration, been 
effected the rankling wounds of divifion and diftra&ti- 
"on were for ever clofed, nor would the poifon of pre- 
judice and party fpirit ftill threaten convulfion and 
confufion ; but harmony, confidence and peace would 
reign throughout the land, 


Being one of thofe who had been chofen to prefent 
the petition of the county of Wexford to his majelty, I 
proceeded as far as Dublin, on my way to London, 
with my companions in appointment. Here it was 
thought moft advifeable to get individual fignatures to: 

F the 


so 


34 | INSURRECTION OF THE 


the petition, rather than bear it with thofeof the chair 
man and fecretary; who had figned it by the unanimous: 
order. of the county meeting. My brother delegaies: 

declined goingback, andI undertook the tafk alone, at 
the moment I was going into the packet-boat to fail. 
for England: my having failed was even announced in- 
the public papers. I returned to the county of Wexfords: 
was indefatigable in my exertions, and no greater 
proof can be adduced of the general public approba~ 
tion of the meafure, and of the unanimity of fentiment 
prevalent on the occafion, than the account. of my fuc- 
cefs. In the fpace of one week I was able to procure 
twenty-two thoufand two hundred and fifty-one fig- 
natures, among whom were all the independent: 
and refpectable gentlemen of the county. I then’ 
proceeded to London, and had the honour of pre- 
fenting the petition, with all the, fignatures, to his ma- 
jefty, on the 22d of April, 1795, at the levee at St. 

James’s, along with my brother delegates, and we met: 
with a gracious reception..* 


Not many years ago the county of Wexford could 
boaft of independent principles, and the public fpirit 
of its gentry was confpicuous. This, it may be ob- 
ferved, was chiefly owing to the great number of refi-. 
dent landlords, whofe properties were fo equally divid- 
ed, that there were comparatively but few overgrown. 
fortunes among them. While this ftate of eafy parity 
prevailed; fo’ long lafted the peace and profperity of 
the county. At that time refpeCtable chara@ers volun- 
iarily engaged themfelves to preferve and maintain’ 
public order, and it is eafy to conceive, that the laws 
of a country will be well and chearfully obeyed, when’ 
the police is undertaken by a body of uninfluenced 

gentlemens 
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gentiemen, whofe intereft and inclinations induce them 
‘to watch, with inceffant vigilance, over its tranquillity. 
The unbiaffed exertions of {uch men mutt always en- 
fure what the Ivifh have ever yearned after, an im- 
partial adminiftration of juftice . without which, laws, 
‘even of the beft defcription, are nothing better than in- 
{truments of tyranny. But the times have changed, 
and other men and other meafures have fucceeded. Of 
thefe we fhall prefently have occafion to make men- 
tion, 


‘The principle of volunteering, while -it was “pro- 
du&tive of focial and liberal intercourfe, appears {to 
have diffufed a fpirit of conviviality throughout the 
country ; and fo far were the pleafures of the table in- 
dulged, that the fortunes of many were thereby im- 
paired, and their diftreffes obliged them to refign their 
independence. Reprefentatives and their moft zealous 
‘friends and adherents fell into a dereliétion and aban- 
onment of public concerns, at the fame time that 
they neglected their private interefts; and hence the 
county may date the lofs of its independent character. 
Of this a moft ftriking inftance can be adduced. At 
an eleClion, fome years back, one of the candidates, 
who was efteemed by his party a ffawnch patriot, came 
forward and declared to the people, on thé huftings, 
that «no human confideration fhould ever induce him 
<¢ to accept of a place or a penfion, if he became their 
<< reprefentative.” This declaration, however, as 
will appear by the fequel, he feems to have thought no 
more about thanif he had fwallowed a poached egg; (a 
memorable expreffion of his own on a late occafion.) 
He was chofen a knight of the fhire, and at a fubfequent 
meeting, he was actually adfolved from this folemn 
and voluntary engagement ; nay, truly it was requeft- 
FP 2 ed 
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ed, he would accept of fome employment ; and he thortly 
after meekly condefcended to gratify their wifhes, by 
accepting of a penfion and place, which he ftill com- 
fortably retains, and is likely to retain as long as he 
lives. It muft be here obferved, by the bye, that the 
object of fuch a plenary indulgence muft be greatly 
endeared to fuch attached and accommodating conftitu- 
ents ; the pleafing effe@ of convivial talents among 
conftant companions who thus conftitute their favourite 
the king of his company ; a fituation fo fafcinating 
to fome difpofitions, that they will rifque all poffible 
hazards for its maintenance. It will not be eafily im- 
preffed on ingenuous minds, that men who would 
fain uphold in the higheft degree the dignified 
character of independence, fhould fo far forget them- 

felves as to hold forth to the world, in a public papers | 
fuch a memorial of total indifference to that charaGer. 
Yet in the cafe before us the fa&t is incontrovertible, 


r It has been too common a foible with fome of our 
gentry to aim at equal fplendour and expence with 
their fuperiors in fortune. Such men, before being 
aware of their fituation, have incautioufly expended 
largely above their incomes. A fyftem of fuch care- 
lefs difipation and extravagant fquandering muft de- 
ftroy the moft ample refources ; and men, long in the 
habit of indulging thofe propenfities, and finding 
their means abridged, and themfelves deeply involved, 
have ftill an aching reluctance to give up any fhare of 
their ideal confequence. Inftead therefore of refort- 
ing to any rational plan of ceconomy, they endeavour 
to get within the circle of fome lord or great man, 
fuppofed to be poffeffed of extenfive patronage. They 
court his fmiles, and if their efforts are crowned: with 

any 


\ 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 37 


any degree of fuccefs, they inftantly conclude, that all 
their mifapplied expenditure muft be amply reimburfed 
by this very often empty fpeculation.-.They count 
upon places and employments, of great emolument, 
for themfelves and their children; and thus they 
abandon all idea of the certain purfuits of induftry, 
trade and honourable profeffion: they launch into the 
lottery of patronage, and yield up their fpirit of inde- 
pendence, and all their ations, (out of the circle of 
their families) to the utter controul and directing will 
of their adopted patron. It is prefumed, that any per- 
fon acquainted with the ftate of Ireland, muft perceive 
that this fyftem has unfortunately been but too largely 
purfued, and too much acted upon ; and itis alfo pretty 
notorious, that the county of Wexford has been, for 
A tome time paft, what is not unaptly termed Jord-ridden. 
Slaves to their fuperiors, but tyrants to their inferiors ; 
‘thefe needy adventurers become the tools of prevailing 
power. Juftices of the peace are feleCted from this 

clafs, and thefe, by this degree of elevation, (certainly 
to them the ftation is an exalted one) think themfelves 
yaifed to a level of equality with the moft refpeCiable 
gentlemen in the country. But their ignorance is fo 
prepofterous, and their behaviour fo affuming, that 
men of education, talents and fortune, are induced to 
withhold themfelves from a fituation they wouldother- 

wife grace, as it might oblige them to confer with fel- 
lows with whom they would not by any means hold 
communion or keep ‘company. Thus are the very 
mén who ought to be the magiftrates of the country, 
‘and who would chearfally accept the office, were they 
to affociate with proper companions in duty, deterred 
from holding commiffions of the peace; while the 
jaftice and police of the community is left to ignorant, 
prefuming 
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prefuming and intemperate upftarts, devoid of all quae 
lification and endowment, except that alone, if it may 
be termed fuch, of unconditional fubmiffion and obe- 
dience to the controuling nod of their boafted patrons. 
If they faithfully adhere to this, they may go all 
lengths to raife their confequence, and enhance their 
eftimation with the multitude. Thefe creatures have 
therefore the effrontery to pufh themfelves forward on 
every occafion; and after a feries of habitual aéts of 
turpitude, whenever an opportunity offers itfelf, they 
become the fcourges and the firebrands of the country. 
It is muchto be lamented, that there are but too many 
examples of this melancholy truth, and that in teo 
many inftances, thefe wretches have been fet on to 
commit flagrantacts of outrages to anfwerthe political 
purpofes of their patrens, who fhrink from appearing 
perfonally concerned in thefe deeds of fhame. On 
fuch occafions, from behind the curtain, the hireling 
crew are fent out to riot on. the public ftage, and 
dreadful are the confequences that follow ; while the 
vile underftrappers are utterly ignorant of the 
caufe. and never queftion the motive of their fubor- 
nation. 


In the beginning of the year 1795> parties of con- 
tending rioters, denominated peep 0-day boys, and 
defenders, difturbed cifferent parts of the province of 
Ulfter, by a&s of violence and outrage againft each 
other. Some fay their animofities Originated from 
eleCtioneering. To thefe fucceeded, in the fummer of 
the fame year, a defcription of public difturbers, call-, 
ing themfelves orangemen, who now made their firft 
appearance in the county of Armagh. Their object 
appears to have been, not to fuffer a catholic to ree 
main within the limits of their {phere of ation. They 

pofted 
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pofted up on the doors of the catholics, peremptory 
notices of departure ; fpecifying the precife time, 2 
"week at the fartheft, pretty nearly in the following 
words : — ** To hell or to Connaught with YOu, you 
“© bloody papifis:; and if you are not gone by” (mention- 
ing the day) <¢ we will come and defiroy yourfelves and 
Jour properties: we all hate the papifts here.” —They 
generally were as good as their words. The catholics 
at firft faved themfelves by flight ; but thofe who re- 
ceived notices at a later period, were able to take fome 
of their properties along with them. It is aftonifhing 
to think that fuch events could take place, where 
there were any men of ~ intelligence, honefty, 
or public fpirit; and ftill the faés are indubitable - 
nay, thefe enormities feem to have been connived at, 
or totally overlooked, until many thoufands of the 
catholics were thus driven from that part of the 
ha and that it became neceffary to find occupiers 
for the lands they had been obliged to abandon. Even 
the gentlemen of landed intereft in the county did 
not exhibit, by any public teftimony, a difavowal of 
thefe horrid atrocities, until the period of fetting the 
forfaken territory roufed them from their flumbers. 
Then they difcovered, to their amazement and difmay, 
that, among the few bidders who appeared, not one 
was found to offer more for any lot, than about half 
what was paid for the fame before by thecatholic tenant. < 
Then indeed, and not till then, did the banifhment of 
the catholics appear alarming. It was ferioufly alarm- 
ing to gentlemen, thus in a moment to lofe half their 
incomes, but until this fatal difcovery was made; the 
number of wretched poor, profcribed and violently 
driven from their homes, deprived of their cabins 
and their all, was a circumftance unworthy of thefe 


gentlemens’ notice. 
To 
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To countera& this calamity as much as poflible, a 
numerous meeting of the magiftrates of the county of 
Armagh was held at the fpecial inftance of the go- 
vernor, lord vifcount Gosford, on the 28th day of 
December, 1795. Tothis affemblage, on taking the 
chair as prefident, his lordfhip fpoke a pointed addrefs 
on the occafion; which, together with the proceed- 
ings, was publifhed in the Dublin Fournal of the 5th 
of January, 1796*. 


- A circumftantial detail of thefe occurrences in the 

North would be inconfiftent with my original inten- 
tion, of confining myfelf, forthe prefent, to the tranf- 
actions in the county of Wexford; but I have been 
led into this, I hope, excufable digreflion, in order to 
account to the reader, in a great meafure, for the 
dreadful impreffion made on the minds of the people, 
_ at a future period, by therumours, that orangemen 
~ were fworn for the deftrution of the catholics! Were 
thefe rumours to be grounded only on lord Gosford’s 
ftatement, (too authentic to admit a poffibility of 
denial ;) and true only in the extent his lordfhip has 
allowed them, with what terrible apprehenfions muft 
they fillthe minds of a fimple, opprefied and degraded 
people, fuch asthe [rifh peafantry are generally known 
to be for ages paft? But when it is confidered, that 
the horrid a&ts themfelves have never been difavowed; 
and the reports of them have rung in the ears of 
every individual throughout the nation, (perhaps with 

“aggravated circumftances, as it ufually happens.) the 
refle@ting reader is referred to his own judgment, to 
eftimate how much the woeful tale of the forlorn fuf- 

ferers, by its reverberation from one end of the ifland 
to 
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to the other, muft affe€t the mind, alarm the imagina- 
tion, and enflame the refentments of an irritated, in- 
fulted, and violated community? What advantage 
might not be taken of a ferment thus excited by de- 
figning men, perhaps too, by the greateft enemies of 
the people ? For fuch frequently afflume the mafk of 
friendfhip and condolence, and apparently affe&t coun- 
teracting the finifter defigns of their minions, in order 
to accomplifh their private views, through a fhew of 
popularity. 


Various, as has been obferved, were the defcrip- 
tions of the difturbers of the public peace in Ulfter, 
Numbers went about in the night, fearching houfes, 
and taking away all the arms they could find, without 
violating any other property. This becoming gener- 
ally known, the houfes were ufually opened upon the 
firft, fummons. This eafy mode of admittance was 
afterwards taken advantage of by common robbers; 
who at firft only aflumed the character of difarmers, 
to come at their prey with lefs trouble and more cer- 
tainty. After acontinued feries of fimilar circumftances 
of violence and outrage, arifing from a nation’s greateft 
curfe, the difunion of its people; but which our limits will 
not permit us to detail at prefent, general Lake iffued 
his proclamation for difarming the inhabitants of the 
North of Ireland, onthe 13th of March 1797 ; and on 
the 21ft of the fame month, Mr. Grattan, aftera fpeech 
delivered with his ufual force of talent and brilliant 
ability, moved for an enquiry into the caufes which 
produced this proclamation; but his motion was un- 
fortunately rejeCted.—The perfecutions in the county 
of Armagh were fo flagrant, and the conduct of many 
of the magiftrates fo contrary to law, that applications 
were made to the court of king’s bench, for attach- 

a. ments 
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~ yhents againft feveral of them, but a bill of indem wits p 
prevented a judicial inveftigation of their coniaat of 
and thus they were f{creened from metited punifhment. 
This total difregard of their grievances, and inatten- 

_ tion to their complaints, added to the barbarous out- 

sages afterwards committed by the military in the 

northern counties, very much exafperated the feelings | 
of the fuffering party. They reforted for temporary 

relief. to private forrow and fecret lamentation. In 
this fad ftate, bordering on defpair, every injured - 
perfon fympathized with his neighbour in affiGtion; ’ 
and their united refentments, like a raging flame, fup- 
preffed, but not extinguifhed, were the more likely” 
zo burft forth with fudden’ fury, and unexpected vio- 

dence. It may not be impertinent to remark, that in* 
all cafes of popular commotion, ‘an enquiry into the 

alledged grievances, ought to go hand in hand with” 
the meafures of rigour and coercion. Thefe two prin- 

ciples are far from being incompatible, and any go- 

vernment acting upon them, muft be certain of con-- 
ciliating obedience and affeGtion’; ‘refpé& and attach< 

iment. ; 


The earl of Moira, with that dignified humanity,’ 
which has ever graced his noble charaSter, brought! 
the diftreffes of Ireland before the Britifth houfe of 
lords, onthe 22d of November 1797 ; 3 when he gave a 
heart-rending defcription, in his native ftrain of eleva- 
tion, of the favage cruelties praifed by the military’ 
againft the people; and offered at the moment, to 
produce at the bar incontrovertible proof of his affer-’ 
tions. He concluded his able ftatement, by moving an ~ 
addrefs to the fovereign, the principal purport of which: 
was, ‘* humbly hoping that his majefty might be gra- 
“© cioufly pleafed to take into his paternal confideration,° 

«¢ the 
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¢ the difturbed ftate of Ireland; and to adopt fuch le- 
nient meafures, as might appear to his royal wifdom 
<¢ and benignity, beft calculated to reftore tranquillity 
<< and excite affeStion.” But fad to tell, his lordthi ip 
was not more fortunate in the Britifh houfe of lords, 
than was Mr. Grattan the preceding March in the Irith 
houfe of commons. Both motions had the fame un- 
lucky fate of rejection. On the following day, (the 
_23d of November,) Mr. Fox made a fimilar benevolent 
and patriotic effort, (and who is unacquainted with his 
, powers?) in the Britifh houfe of commons, but with the 
‘like fuccefs. He concluded a lucid and animated fpeech 
with» the following pointed and emphatic quotation 
-from Cicero, which I cannot refift inferting : <* Carum 
“* effe civibus, bent de republicd mereriy laudari, colis 
«¢ diligt, gloriofum eft: metui vero et in odio effe, invidi- 
S ofum, deteftabile, imbecillum, caducum.” « To be 
«¢ dear to one’s countrymen, to deferve well of the 
«* common weal, to be praifed, to be refpeted, to be 
«¢ beloved, is glorious: but to be feared, and encom- 
& paffed with hatred, is invidious, is deteftable, is tot- 
*¢ terings-is ruinous.” 


The appointment of general fir Ralph Abercromby, 
on the 12th of December, 1797, to the chief command 
of the forces in Ireland, gave general fatisfaction, 
and afforded a ray of hope to drooping defpondency. 
The fubfequent difplay of his eminent virtues evinced 
the juftice of favourable expelation. Having been 
quartered in Ireland, through moft of his gradations 
of well-merited promotion, he poffeffed a perfec local 
knowledge of the country ; and he now refolved in 
perfon to vifit every diftria, and thus he made a tour 
of obfervation through the whole ifland. After a 
fick review of every object worthy of his attention, 
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he publifhed on his return to Dublin general orders 
to the feyeral military commanders, wherein after 
having reprobated the irregularities of the foldiery, he 
directed the neceflary reftraint for their diforderly con- 
duct. Thefe orders were iffued from the adjutant- 
general’s office, in Dublin, on the 26th of February, 
LIQTE) « 


The earl of Moira, animated by the fame generous 
motives that always influenced his condu@, made his 
laft. effort to avert the impending ftorm. With this 
benevolent intention, on the 19th of February, 1798, 
he moved in the Irith houfe of lords, «* That an 
‘« humble addrefs be prefented to his excellency the 
lord lieutenant, reprefenting, that as parliament 


<¢ hath confided to his excellency extraordinary pow- 


“* ers for fupporting the laws and defeating any traito- 


** rous combinations which may exift in this king- 
«< dom, this houfe feels it, at the fame time, its duty, 
«« as thofe powers have not produced the defired effe@, 
<< to recommend the adoption of fuch conciliatory 
‘* meafures as may allay the apprehenfions and extin- 
‘* guifh the difcontents unhappily prevalent in this 

country.” This motion was introduced after an af- 
fecting fpeech of uncommon energy, but it was nega- 
tived without further inveftigation ; a circumftance 
that furnifhes. ftrong ground for the opinion of many 
intelligent men, that the door was fhut, at that time, 
again{ft all enquiry, for purpofes not then known, or 
even imagined by the public; but which, however, 
were foretold, as if from a fpirit of infpiration, even 
in the minuteft circumftances, by thofe. elevated ge- 


ny 
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niufess whofe comprehenfive views in regard to the con- 


cerns of their country were unlimited: The great méa- 


jure 
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fure was ftill in referve, and not to be brought forward 
until the country fhould be completely paralyfed. This 
unhappy crifis it is thought, was long in agitation and 
deeply premeditated. Icrave the reader’s permiffion, 
‘while I endeavour to fketch a brief outline of the 
manner in which it is fuppofed to have been finally ef- 


fected, » 


During the American war, at one time, nearly all 
the troops on the Ivifh eftablifhment were drawn off to 
fupport that unfortunate conteft. The combined fleets 
of France and Spain were riding triumphant in the 
channel, andour fhores were every moment threatened 
with a formidable invafion. In this perilous fituation 
Ireland was advifed by the Britifh miniftry to defend | 
herfelf as well as fhe could, as fhe was now left no 
other refource. The latent fpirit' of the nation was 
youfed at the approach of danger. Upwards of one hun- 
dred thoufand heroes inftantly appeared, felf-clothed, 
felf-armed, perfectly equipped and appointed, ready to 
oppofe, with dauntlefs courage, the menacing foe that 
would rafhly venture to infult their coaft. Thefe were 
the ever memorable and ever glorious volunteers of Ire- 
Jand. Our enemies were all at once; completely {cared, 
they fhrunk into their ports ; and our fhores, then too 

commanding for an attempt to land, were left unmoleft- 
ed. Our people were united in harmonious refolution ; 
every breaft glowed with patriotic ardour ; and the fal- 
vation of Ireland, otherwife left to inevitable deftructi- 
on, was the confequence. The hour of fecurity and focial 
intercourfe produced reflexion. The faviours of their 
country quickly difcovered that they exifted in a ftate 
of thraldom to the Byitifh parliament. They demanded 
a redrefs of grievances ; it could not be refufed ; and 
the national legiflature was confequently declared in- 
. dependent. _ 
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dependent. This great event took place in 1782, and 
a rapid encreafe of national pr ofperity fucceeded ; our 
commerce being lefs fhackled, became more shine 
‘and the capital of the ifland improved in fplendour-and 
magnificence. But it was with the utmoft reluStance. 
and under circumftances of imperious neceflity that . 
thefe conceffions feemed to be made by the. Britifh 
cabinet, while.the moit malignant envy rankledin he 
bofoms of the enemies of Ireland. But there was no 
alternative. A diffufion of liberal fentiment and an 
unity of interefis had combined men of all ranks and 
perfuafions in the common caufe The unhallowed 
monfter of religious, bigotry could no. longer be intro- 
duced to -foment prejudice and fow baleful divifion ; 
all was concord.and unanimity. But the object of cre- 
ating difunion and annulling the benefits obtained was 
never loft fight of ; andthe happy ftate of Ireland con- 
tinued uninterrupted only, until thediffolution of the 
volunteer affociations, (and this was contrived as fpeedily 
as poffible) and ill other fchemes were put in practice 
to diffipate the union of fentiment which fo happily 
‘prevailed. Much time was not loft ‘therefore, to put 
every engine at work for this detefted | parpofé. ‘Tn 
1786 a fet of commercial regulations, ‘denominated 
‘propofitions, was drawn up in the Irith houfé of com 
mons, and tranfmitted forthe confideration of the Bri- 
tifh parliament. From thence they were returned {9 
altered, that the Irith minifter of the day found it ex- 
pedient not to prefs them forward. It was afferted, 
that the propofitions, fo garbled, went the full length 
of annihilating by implication, the independence fo 
‘ately acquired ; and this proceeding excited no fmall 

degree of irritation. The fame year, among other 

means of difturbing the harmony of the people, the 
Sight reverend docter Woodward, late bifhop of 
Cloyne, 
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Cloyne, taking advantage of fome difturbanees, ex- 
cited by the exalions of tythe-farmers in Munfter, 
fulminated' a pamphlet pronouncing the church and 
flate in danger. The trump of difcord thus delibe- 
rately blown, was refounded by an intemperate writers 
under the afflumed name of <* Theophilus” This: 
feurrilous publication, (at firft acknowledged butafter- 
wards denied by its reputed author) was, always with — 
good reafon attributed to a civilian, engaged in the 
fervice of the eftablifhed church, and now at the head 
of its judicial concerns. This author’s publication is 
notorious for virulent. abufe, for grofs and foul invec- 
tive againft catholics in public; though he had # 
catholic of the gentler fex, the wedded partner of his 
éexiftence, and though in private life endeavouring to 
maintain habits of intimacy with many of the catholic, 
clergy ;: but what’ reliance is to be placed on the decla- 
mations of a man whofe practice is fo contrary to his 
profeffions 3 but he may well play the ambidexter, when 
iis pleadings have heaped on him a multiplicity of 
profitable fituations, (which he does not admit to be 
places or employments) and in his convivial moments 
he is foully belied if he does not mightily enjoy the 
joke. Thefe, and fuch like productions, dictated by 
the fpirit of difcord, were refuted by feveral able pens. 
of the day, but particularly convicted by the irrefifti- 
Ble force of the benevolent O’Leary’s dignified ridi~ 
cule. This divine, profefling the true fpirit' of the gof- 
~ pel,excited bythe pureft motivesof patriotifmand chrif- 
tian charity fteps forward, and by his exhortations and 
example contributed more effectually to quiet the 
minds of the people, and appeafe thetempeft, by bring- 
ing them back to a fenfe of their religion, and with- 
out the lofs of a life, effeCted more than an_ hoft. 
prompted by prejudiced coercion; oraformidable army. 
The. 
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The happy effects of the exertions of this extraordi- 
nary man, whofe talents were fo eminently ufeful at 
this critical period, attra@ted the notice of majefty, and 
with becoming gratitude unfolicitedon his part, received 
a {mall annuity as a token of royal favour ; his talents 
were confidered too confpicuous to lie dormant, andvery 
advantageous offers were made to him to write for a pe- 
riodical publication that militated againft his principles ; 
he had no other property, yet he rejeéts it with fcorn, 
altho’ he was certain thereby to incur the difpleafure 
of the ruling power in Ireland, that would do all in their 
power to injure him; which he preferred to the pro- 
flitution of his heavenly talents, and he retires from 
his native country and repairs to England, where the 
enviable bleflings of the conftitution are experienced 
infinitely more than in Ireland, Yet all thefe exerti- 
ons did not allay the public ferment, and the hateful 
and melancholy effects of religious diffenfion were but» 
too general ; and, hence may be deduced the moft la- 
mentable misfortunes to Ireland, tha revival of reli- 
gious enmity. 


No means were omitted thenceforward by the prin- 
cipal actors on the occafion, of cherifhing the animofi- 
ties thus excited; confident that this procedure alone 
would beft bear them to their end. This may be 
fairly concluded from what .dropped in the debate on 
the famous propofitions. A leading perfon, then high 
in confidence and official fituation, and who, before 
the final object was attained arrived at the chief judicial 
capacity of the land, pronounced in the momentof exaf- 
perated difappointment, that ¢ the Iri/h were a befotted 
<* people, ea/fily roufed, and ea/fily appeafed ;” and in terms 
unfit for decency to utter, he is faid to have threatened 
to tame their refractory fpirits. In truth, he then de- 
livered the fentiments of his party, as well as his own 

determination; 
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determination, to which he ftrictly adhered ever after, 
This man of narrow politics omitted no occafion of 
accomplifhing the humiliation of his native country. 
Oppofing with licentious petulance, all rational fchemes 
of reform ; reprobating with plebeian ribaldry, the 
juftice of catholic claims; and provoking public 
anger by infulting public feeling, he faw with gloomy 
fatisfaction, before his premature diffolution, his ruth- 
lefs fyftem catried into woeful effect. The trampled 
populace were goaded to refiftance ; their fmothered 
refentments burft into a fame that was not very ea/ily 
extinguifhed; the nation was diftra@ed, and the long 
premeditated meafure of incorporating union fucceed- 
' ed, after a fpirited but ineffeCtual refiftance; and thus 
ended the political drama of Ireland. But to return. 


Sir Ralph Abereromby, after the publication of his 
general orders, and the knowledge he had acquired in 
his general view of the country, endeavoured in vain 
to imprefs the minds of thofe in power with his own 
well-founded opinion, that coercive meafures, in the 
extent determined on, were by no means neceflary 
in Ireland, Unwilling: therefore; to tarnifh his 
military fame, or rifque the lofs of humane and 
manly character by leading troops to fcenes of cold- 
blood flaughter and civil defolation; fooner than 
fanction by his prefence proceedings fo abhorrent from 
his natures he refigned the chief command of the army 
in Ireland, on the 29th of April, 1798. His departure 
has, indeed, been a fore misfortune to this unhappy 
nation ; and had any cafualty detained him here, but 
one month longer, it would have been providential, 
for when the infurreGtion had aQually broken out, 
he could not fo well have refigned the command ; and 
his dignified authority would have reftrained the foldiery 
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from the horrid excefles they afterwards committed. 
He was too good and too great a bleffing for this ill- 
fated land to poffefs at that time ; he did all in his power 
to preverit the woeful calamities that followed; his 
{plendid exploits in Egypt have rendered his fame im- 
mortal ; and his death, though glorious, has left an ach- 
ing pang in the bofom of every true lover of this diftra&t- 
ed country :—may the olive branch which he waved in 
Ireland be never forgotten among his unfading laurels ! 


A ffrong confirmation, if further proof were at 
all neceffary, of the great difcrimination of gene- 
ral Abercromby’s comprehenfive mind, is his marked 
feleGtion of a dignified chara&ter with whom to 
fhare his confidence, as fecond in command when 
going on the expedition to Egypt;. His choice could 
not have fallen more judicioufly than onlord Hutchin- 
fon, whofe-brilliant achievements and fplendid triumphs 
have fince fo largely added to Irifh fame, and adorned 
himfelf with merited honours. This nobleman ap- 
pears to have rivaled his great friend as well in huma- 
nity as glory.. Their opinions refpeGting Ireland, 
Strictly coincided. Witnefs his lordfhip’s well-known ~ 

, fentiment of « I aBomrnaTEe THE TORTURE,” de- 
livered in the winter of 1 798, in the Tvifh parliament 
in the debate on the bill of indemnity, for fcreening 
the violent. proceedings of the fherif¥ of the county of 
‘Tipperary ; and it is happy fuch fentiment did not de- 
prive him of command. The oppofition of the entire 
Hautchinfon family to oppreffive meafures was confpicu- 
ous on this oceafion ; and their exertions were indefati- 
cable for the maintenance of peace and order through- 
out the whole of the arduous period of difturbance.. 
‘Hhey all breathed’ the fame fentiment of benevolence 
and humanity. Theearlof Donou ghmore exerted all his. 

power 
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‘power and influence to throw open the” gates of mercy 
‘to the wretched people, and his brothes: the hon. 


Francis Hely Hutchinfon, who fucceeded ‘Mr. ,Judkin 
Fitzgerald as fheriff of the county of Tipperary, was 
eminent in fupport of abhorrence of the torture. Ja ote, 
fhort, the affable demeanor, the kind and conciliating’: 
manners of. this entire family, fafcinated the minds of 
the people, and thus prevented fhocking fcenes of 
dreadful devaftation, wherever they poffeffed influence 
or had command, particularly in the counties of Tippe- 
rary, Cork, and Galway; muchi more effectually than 
any meafures of violence or coercion could ever ac- 
complifh. I hope, at a future period, to be enabled to do 
more juitice to the great merits of this family, by 
faithfully recording their generous actions in Munfter 
in 1798, a tafk that muft be grateful to every lover of 
humanity, and of Ireland, and thofe of other celebrated 
charaéters, that the limits of my prefent publication 
permits me only to glance at. 


Immediately. on the departure of general Aber 
cromby, the military were fent out at free quarters, in 
the county of Kildare, and parts of the counties. of 
Carlow and Wicklow. What hardfhips, what calamity, 
what mifery muft not the wretched people fuffer, on 
whom were let loofe fuch a body as the foldiery then 
jn Ireland are defcribed to be in the general orders be- 
fore alluded to of the 26th of April, 1798 ?—They 


a . 
became mafters of every houfe in the country, the 


real owners were obliged ta procure them every necef- 
fary they thought proper to demand ; and, as their 
will was then the only law, and a very imperious and 
tyrannical law it was, the people dare not, exceph 
at the rifque of their lives, complain of any outrage or 
brutality of which their favage difpofition prompted 
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them to be guilty. The inevitable confequence was, 
that fuch’:horrid a&s were perpetrated, fuch fhock- 


ing {tenes were exhibited as muft roufe the indignation 
aad provoke the abhorrence of all not dead to humane 


“feeling, or not barbarifed by unnatural hatred of their 
** fellow-creatures ! 


\ 


At this period of confufion, the firft public intimation 


' of difturbancein the county of Wexford was from ameet- 


ing of magiftrates held at Gorey, on the 28th of Nov. 
1797. There the proclaiming of fixteen parifhes © 
out of one hundred and forty-two, of which the county 
confifts, was voted by a majority, of which my infor- 
mation does not afford me the number; but the mea- 
fure was ftrongly oppofed by eight of the magiftrates 
prefent, including lord Mountnorris, who muft be na- 
turally fuppofed to feel fubftantial reafons for his oppo- 
fition to havethe part of the county proclaimed wherein 
his property principally lay ; and it is to be fairly pre- 
fumed, (whatever ground may be had by fome refleQing 
people for thinking otherwife) that his lordfhip was not 
influenced on this occafion at leaft, by motives of oppofi- 
tion to lord Ely, his fuccefsful rival in the patronage of 
the county. Shortly after this meeting at Gorey, I fpent 
fome days at Camlin-park, the feat of lord Mount- 
norris, while he was foliciting the people, from parith 
to parifh, to take the oath of allegiance. His lordthip 
requefted I would ufe what influence I might poffefs 
with the priefts in my neighbourhood, to induce them 
and their flocks to join in this general teft of loyalty, 
in order, as he faid, to put the catholic intereft in the 
county of Wexford on the moft refpectable footing ; 


_ duggefting at the fame time, that from his <« great con- 


«© fequence and influence, his reprefentation of fats muft 
** counteract and outweigh the mifreprefentations of others.” 
He 
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He alfo fhewed me the oaths ke ufually adminiftered on 
thefe occafions, and which he ftated himfelf to have im- 
proved from time to time by feveral alterations: he pro- 
duced one, in particular, which he conceived to be 
wrought up to the higheft perfection of loyalty. Al- 
though I agreed with his lordfhip fo far as really to 
think the county was then in a {tate of perfect peace 
and tranquillity, (and therefore thought this overween- 
ing parade unneceffary) yet I never believed him, not- 
withftanding all his lordfhip’s ftrong profeflions to that 
effect, a fincere friend to catholics: I was rather 
ftrongly of opinion, that he affeCted a fhew of concern 
~ for their interefts, at this critical period, in mere oppo- 
fition to the noble lord his competitor for influence. 


T therefore took the moft civil means in my power of 
declining the interference to which his lord{hip would 
have dire&ted my exertions. Lord Mountnorris, how- 
ever, was not fingular in courting catholic popularity 
at that time, for all the newfpapers of the day teemed 
with addreffes from the catholics throughout the ifland, 
publifhed, not at the defire or at the expence of the 
fubfcribers, but by the political manceuvers who took 
the trouble of procuring them, to anfwer their private 
purpofes, by playing them off againft the fchemes of 
other opponents. . 


Previous to the fpring affizes of 1798, feveral pri- 
foners were tranfmitted from Wexford to abide their 
trials at Wicklow, on the profecution of an in- 
former, whofe real name was Morgan, and who had 
been tranfported fome years before for robbe- 
yy, but had returned to the country under the affum- 
ed name of Cooper. This mifcreant was encouraged 
by fome magifirates of the county of Wicklow; to 
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informations againft united Irifhmen; and this he did 
moft copioufly. On producing him, however, at Wick- 
low, his character appeared fo infamous, that the gen- 
tlemen of the bar were unreferved in declaring that 
the bafenefs of fuch a nefarious villain reflected not a 
Jittle on thofe magiftrates that encouraged him to come 
forward. All the prifoners were confequently acquit- 
ted, and it was therefore not deemed expedient to 
bring him on to profecute at Wexford, where there 


were alfo fome prifoners confined on his information. 


At this affizes alfo one man of the name of Collins, 
otherwife M« Quillen, was brought to trial for fpread- 
ing falfe news, and alarming the country ; it was 
clearly proved, that this man circulated a report of the 
arrival of the French off Bantry, and that the yeomen 
or orangemen (indifferently fuppofed by the people ta 


’ be the fame) were to march to refift the invafion ; 


and that it was defigned by them previoufly to commit 
a maflacre upon the catholics of the country. Such 
implicit belief did the report gain, that every perfon 
from Bray to Arklow, between four and five and 
twenty miles’ extent abandoned their habitations, and 
flept in the open fields, and fome women were even de- 


_ livered in that expofed condition. It is worthy of re-’ 


Ay 


Pee 


mark, that thefe people muft have from fome previ- 
ous caufe been led to form fo bad an opinion of 
their neighbours, when they gave credit with fo much 
facility to thefe reports. 


Several had been confined in Wexford as united, 
Trifhmen, to be profecuted by ‘an informer of a defcrip- 
tion quite different from that of the Wicklow rufhan, 
The name of this fecond informer was Jofeph Murphy, 
a creature of fuch idiot afpe@, that it was impofiible, 

even 
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even at firft view, not to conclude him deftitute of com- 
mon intellect, fo that it appeared ftrange that any ma- 
giftrate of the leaft diferimination could venture to pro- 
duce him: yet, this was the man chofen craftily to infinu- 
ate himfelf to be fworn an-united Irifhman, and then to 
develope this whole fcheme of the combination to a ma~ 
piftrate of the county, who had employed him for that 
purpofe, as he afterwards afferted inthe moft folemn 
manner, and his teftimony on the trial, when he was 
produced as an informer; fufficiently warrants this con- 
\ feffion. Only one trial was ventured on by the crown- 
folicitor at the profecution of this man, and on hearing 
his evidence the prifoner was inftantly acquitted, and the 
remainder of thof againft whom he had given infor- 
mation were turned out of the dock, without any trial 
whatever.—lI fhould not dwell-upon thefe apparently 
trivial circumftances, but that the publiccan judge of the 
truth only by a faithful relation of facts; and thefe 
fa&ts alfo tend to prove that the fy ftem bf the united 
Trifhmen had not diffufed itfelf through the county of 
‘Wexford to the extent fo confidently affirmed by an au- 
thor, whofe veracity in almoft every other inftance ap- 
pears equally queftionable. The truth is, that no au- 
thentic proof exifted at the time to fupport thefe arro- 
gant affertions ; and fubfequent information confirms 
how little the county of Wexford was concerned in 
that confpiracy, as no return appears of its being orga- 
nifed, in the difcoveries of the fecret committees of 
the houfes of lords and commons. It would be as con- 
trary to truth, however, to fay there were no united 
Irifhmen in the county of Wexford ; but by every itate- 
ment worthy of credit, that has ever appeared, their 
‘numbers were comparatively fewer in this than in any 
) ether county inIreland; and fuch as were of that de- 


fcription here feem to have been privately fworn in the 
detached 
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detached unconneéted manner of the firft progrefs of 
that bufinefs, before it affumed the form of regular or- 
ganifation. According to this fyftem now fo univer- 
fally known, the united Irifhmen of the county of 
Wexford, confidering the means whereby thofe that were 
urged into the confpiracy, do not appear to come ftriétly 
under that denomination ; for their firft inducement to 
combine was to render their party ftrong enough to re- 
fit the orangemen, whom they actually believed to be 
affociated ‘and {worn for the extermination of the ca- 
tholics ; and ‘* to wade ankle deep in their blood !”—W hat 
dreadful notions of terror and alarm muft not fill the 
minds of people believing themfelves thus devoted to 
inevitable deftruction ? fo. ftrongly, indeed, was it en- 
deavoured to imprefs the horrid belief, that it was fre- 
quently reported through the country, that the orange 
men were to rife in the night-time to murder all the 
catholics. Reports of an oppofite kipd alfo went 
abroad, as it appears, by a public advertifement, that a 
reward of one hundred guineas was.offered by. the ro- 
man catholic inhabitants of the neighbourhood of Go- 
rey for the difcovery of fome wicked and defigning 
perfons who had a malevolent and deteftable rumour; 
that allthe churches were to be attacked, on Sunday 
the 29th of April, and that a general maffacre of the 
proteftants was to follow. The advertifement was 
figned by the priefts and principal inhabitants of the 
place, with fir Thomas Efmonde, baronet, at their head ; 
and thus did the catholics do all in their power to fatisty 
the minds of their proteftant brethren. Thefe reports 
certainly occafioned a great deal of mifchief among the . 
ignorant and uninformed of all defcriptions, whofe 
minds were wrought up to fuch fury and animofity, that 
the oppofite parties united for mutual defence and hofti- 
lity to. their opponents. 


-On 
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On the goth of March, 1798, all Ireland was put 
under martial law, and officially declared to be in a 
itate of rebellion, by a proclamation from the lord lieu- 
tenant and privy council of the realm. In this pro- 
clamation the military were dire&ted to ufe the moft 
fummary method of reprefiing difturbances. 


The orangé fyftem made no public appearance in the 
county of Wexford; until the beginning of April, on 
the arrival there of the North Cork militia, commanded 
by lord Kingfborough. In this regiment, there were 2 
great number of oranigemen, who were zealous in 

Amaking profelytes, and difplaying their devices; hav- 
* ing medals and orange ribbons triumphantly pendant 
from their bofoms. It is believed, that previous to 
this period, there were but few actual orangemen in the 
county $ but-foon after, thofe whofe principles inclined 
that way, finding themfelves fupported by the military, 
fe the affociation, and publicly avowed themfelves; 
by afluming the devices of the fraternity. 


It is faid, that the North Cork regiment were alfothe 
jinventors—but they certainly were the introducers of 
pitch-cap torture into the county of Wexford. Any 
perfon having their hair cut fhort, (and therefore called 
a croppy> by which appellation the foldiery defignated 
an united Irifhman, )on being pointed out by fome loyal — 
neighbour,. was immediately feized and brought into 
a guard-houfe, where caps either of coarfe linen or 
{trong brown paper, befmeared infide with pitch, were 
always kept ready for fervice. The unfortunate viGim 
had one of thefe well heated, compreffed on his head; 
and when judged of a proper degree of coolnefs, fo 
that it could not be eafily pulled off, the fufferer was 
turned out amidft the horrid acclamations of the merci- 

I lefs 
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Jefs torturers; and to the view of vaft-numbers of 
people, who generally crowded about the guard-houfe 
door, attraéted by the affiitted cries of the tormented. 
Many of thofe perfecuted in this manner, experienced 
additional anguifh from the melted pitch trickling into 
their eyes. This afforded a rare addition of enjoyment 
to thefe keen fportfmen, who reiterated their horrid 
yells of exultation, on the repetition of the feveral 
accidents to which their game was liable upon being 
turned out; for in the confufion and hurry of efcaping 
from the ferocious hands of thefe more than favage 
barbarians, the“ blinded vi€tims frequently fell or inad- 
vertently dafhed their heads againft the walls in their 
way. The pain of difengaging this pitched cap from the 
head muft be next to intolerable. The hair was often 
torn out by the roots, and not unfrequently parts of the 
ikin were fo"fcalded or bliftered as to adhere and come 
off along with it. The terror and difmay that thefe 
outrages occafioned are inconceivable. A ferjeant of 
the North Cork, nicknamed Tom the Devil, was moft 
ingenious in devifing new modes of torture. Moiftened 
gunpowder was frequently rubbed into the hair cut 
clofe and then fet on fire; fome, while fhearing for 
this purpofe, had the tips of their ears fnipt off; fome- 
times an entire ear, and often both ears were com- 
pletely cut off; and many loft part of their nofes dur- 
‘ing the like preparation. \ But, ftrange to tell, thefe 
attrocities were publicly pra@ifed without the leaf 
referve in open day, and no magiftrate or officer ever 
interfered, but fhamefully connived at this extraordi- 
nary mode of quieting the people !—Some of the mi- 
ferable fufferers on thefe fhocking occafions, or fome 
of their relations or friends a@tuated by a principle of 
retaliation, if not of revenge, cut fhort the hair of fe- 
veral perfons whom they either confidered as enemies 


er 
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or fufpected of having pointed them out as objeés 
for fuch defperate treatment. This was done with a 
view that thofe active citizens fhould fall in for a little 
experience of the like difcipline, or to make the fafhion 
of fhort hair fo general that it might no longer bea 
mark of party diftin@iion. _ Females were alfo expofed 
to the groffeft infults from thefe military ruffians. Ma-. 
ny women had their petticoats, handkerchiefs, caps, 
ribbons, and all parts of their drefs that exhibited a 
fhade of green (confidered the national colour of Ire- 
land) torn off, and their ears affailed by the moft vile 
and indecentribaldry. This was a circumftance fo un- 
forefeen, and of courfe fo little provided againft, that 
many women of enthufiaftic loyalty fuffered outrage in 
this manner. Some of thefe ladies would not on any 
account have worn any thing which they could even 
imagine partook in any degree of croppyifm. They 
were, however, unwarily involved until undeceived 
by thefe gentle hints from thefe kind guardians of al- 
legiance. 


Great as the apprehenfions from orangemen had 
been before among the people, they were now multipli- 
ed tenfold, and aggravated terror led them in numbers 
to be fworn united Irifhmen, in order to counteraét the 
{uppofed plan of their rumoured exterminators. The 
fears of the people bacame fo great at length, that they 
forfook their houfes in the night and flept, (if under 
fuch circumftances they could fleep) in the ditches. 
Thefe faéts were notorious at the time, and had the 
magiftrates, and gentlemen of the country been actuat- 
ed by the feeli _that humanity naturally excites on 
fach occafions, they might, with very little trouble 
have convinced the deluded populace of the fallacy of 
fuch reports, and they fhould have promifed them pub- 
lic protection. In general, however, the fact was other~ 

i Il 2 wife. 
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wife. The melancholy fituation of the people was re- 
garded with the utmoft indifference; few individuals felt 
any concern or gave themfelves any trouble about what 
they thought; and no effort whatever was made to 
allay their apprehenfions, or at all to undeceive them. 
Their minds were left to the operation of their fears, 
to difipate which if any pains had been taken, it is 
certain that thefe horrid conceptions entertained of 
orangemen could never have taken fuch ftrong hold of 
their feared imaginations, and that violence would 
have been repreffed in its origin. I had the good for- 
tune to fucceed fo far, in my own neighbourhood, as to 
induce the people to remain in their houfes at night; 
and the trouble it gave me to effect fo much cannot be 
conceived without a@ual experience. I was much 
amazed to find that this notion was fo firmly entertain- 
ed by fome people of refpectability, that I believe my- 
felf to have been the only perfon that flept in a houfe, 
wherein I was onavifit. The fears of the family had 
been fo great, that they had formed a plan of efcape, in 
cafe of any attempt by the orangemen to murder them 
in the night, and with this plan I was made acquainted 
the next morning. “I endeavoured to inculcate my 
own fixed opinion of the impoflibility of a chriftian 
harbouring the thought of putting to death an unoffend- 
ing fellow-creature. The difpofition is too fhocking for 
any chriftian to cherifh againft another ; but more efpe- 
cially fo for a chriftian boafting that of all perfuafions 
his own difpofes moft to liberality. I rejefted the odi- 
ous, infernal thought, with abhorrence, and railed at 
the weaknefs that would” Sive-it ¢ . moment’s reception 
in the mind; and I fucceeded in 4d 

of fome of my friends. 


\ 





‘ ‘The minds of the people being thus greatly irritat- 
ed, Peg scolanly by thei cepyny of the atts of outrage 
already. 
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a already related) and their alarms having made them 
abandon their houfes at night, they colle&ted in great 

; namiermimabsi lurking places. Meafures of felf- 
defence were naturally fuggefted in confequence of 
their apprebenfions, and they veer led to adopt 
the means that were deemed beft calculated to enfure 
fecurity. The united Irifhmen eagerly advanced the 
arguments moft likely to induce the body of the people 
to embrace their fyftem, and they met with powerful 
fupport and co-operation from thofe of the oppofite fac- 
tion ; whofe violent condu& and zealous perfecutions 
proved more efficacious in urging on the people, th 
any ‘allurements whatfoever.—Men thus defper: 
circumftanced uphold and ftimulate each other’s co: 
dence, and all confideration of the weaknefs of indivi- 
dual exertion is removed by a reliance on colleGtive 
force: In this ftate is man no longer connected in the 
way of civil fociety, but finds himfelf furrounded by 
one convulfed and half-diffolved, anda fever of the 
mind enfues that ‘banifhes all idea of calm circum{pec- 


tion. A foul thus impreffed cannot abide in folitude, 
and is therefore led by irrefiftible impulfe to adopt any 








piaufible ‘proje&t. that holds out additional means of 
ere protection or defence. 


On the sage day of April, 1798, an a embly of 
twenty-feven magiftrates was held at Goreys Vv 






it was refolved, that the whole county of W 
fhould be forthwith proclaimed:; and this accordingly 
took place on the 
many magiftrates 


ayth.—From this period forward 










he county made themleles igs 
cuous in practifing “th 

country, by the in! iion, BE all kinds of | ‘torture. 
They feem, indeed » to hi 
the conduét of the mag tes of other counties, who 
siete fe had 







’ gerous. J apprehend the refult 
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had made trial of the falutary effects of perfecution, 
fomewhat fooner.’ In the feveral neighbourhoods of 


Rofs, Ennifcorthy and Gorey; the peopl ayers oh, 
as in each of thefe towns a magiftrate ed up eager. 





for the glorious’ nction of outftripping all others, 
each by his own fuperior deeds of death, deflagration 
and torture! but it is to be obferved, that none of thefe 
mien had ever before poffeffed either talents or refpec-. 
fability fufficient to entitle him to take a leading parts 
yet, if burning houfes, whipping and half-hanging 


- numbers, hanging fome all out, and fhooting others, 


attendant atrocities, conftitute the characteriftic 
yal and good magiftrates, they muft be allowed 
ong claim to eminence, Inthe meantime, it muft 


be obferved alfo,\that fuch proceedings, however fanc- 


tioned, are contrary tothe fpirit of the conftitution, a 


_ principal part of the excellence of which is the exclu- 


fion of all torture, Ta all the riots and difturbances that 


took place in England, does it appear in any one in- 


tance, that an infliction of torture was ever attempted 3 
‘Yet have we heard of affociations there, as alarming in 
their tendency as any thatcan be imputed to united Irifh- 


men, although no one has been found poffeffed of fuffici- 


ent hardihood there ‘to try this defperate experiment, 
Would the moft powerful, the richeft, or the moft vio- 
lent man in pee be hazardous ehoagh to treat aie. 





K Pinfiances on oe as well as : humble, 
individuals i in Ireland? the attempt, would be too dan-— 
ld prove, that the 
people would rife ina mafs in r to fuch oppref- 
five treatment ; and it is a Bite determina- 









without meeting it with the moft vy; nt oppofition, 
whether 
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whether it be not natural fo fuppofe, that it muft have 
roufed the refentments of the people of Ireland ?—¥ 
am firmly perfuaded, that the conduct of the magif- 
trates before alluded to (and of fome others not en- 
titled to quite fo much renown in this caufe,) fupported 
by the yeomen under their controul, together with the’ 
co-operation of the military, occafioned or rather forced 
_the rifing of the people in the county of Wexford. 
While I endeavour to eftablifh the truth of this affer- 
tion, I beg the reader’s attention to the particular dates 
of the feveral outrages, and of the refpedlive periods 
_at which different parts of the county joined the in- 
furgents, as it will be neceflary totake them in regu- 
Jar order, to form an adequate and impartial opinion. 
The proclamation of the county of Wexford having 
given greater fcope to the ingenuity of magiftrates to 
devife means of quelling all fymptoms of rebellion, as 
well as of ufing every exertion to procure difcoveries ; 
they foon fell to burning of houfes, wherein pikes or 
other offenfive weapons were difcovered, no matter 
how brought there: but they did not ftop here, for the 
dwellings of fufpeGted perfons, and thofe from which 
any of the inhabitants were found to be abfent at night 
were alfo confumed. This circumftance of abfence 
from the houfes very generally prevailed through the 
country, although there were the ftricteft orders for- 
bidding it. This was occafioned at firft, as was before 
obferved, from apprehenfion of the orangemen; but 
Y afterwards proceeded from the actual experience of 
torture by the people, from the yeomen and magiftrates. 
Some too abandoned their homes for fear of being 
whipped, if, on being apprehended, confeffions fatisfac- 
tory to the magiftrates could either be given or ex- 
torted, and this inflition many perfons feemed to fear 
more than death itfelf. Many unfortunate men who 
were 
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were taken in their own houfes were ftrung up.as it 
“were to be hanged, but were let down now and then 
to try if ftrangulation would oblige them to become 
informers. After thefe and the like experiments, fe- 
' veral perfons languithed for fome time, and at length 
-perithed in confequence of them. Smiths and carpen- 
ters, whofe afliftance was confidered indifpenfable in the 
fabrication of. pikes» were pointed out, on evi idence of 
their trades, as the firft and fitteft objes of torture. 
But the fagacity of fome magiftrates became at length 
' fo acute, from habit and exercife, that they difcerned an 
united Irifhman even at the firft glance; and their 
zeal never fuffered any perfon, whom they, deigned 
to honour with fach diftinGtion, to pafs off without 
convincing proof of their attention. The two follow- 
ing inftances are felected from «* an account of the late 
rebellion,” by Mr. Alexander, a proteftant inhabitant 
of Rofss who keeps an academy i in that eoyns : 


<< I row heard of many ative of Hd 
«© perfons, both by flogging and ftrangulation, being 
<¢ put into execution in the barrack- yard, (in Rofs) to 
extort confeffion of guilt. Fhene were two of 
¢ thefe victims brought from, ‘the barrack to the 


¢ 


n 
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ray 


court-houfe to undergo a repetition of former pu- 
-nifhments. One of them of the name of Drifcol; 
.<¢ was found in Camlin-wood, near Rofs, where he 


¢ 


n 


faid, he generally wandered as a hermit. Upon him 


¢ 


n 


were found two roman catholic prayer-bookss 
with which it was {uppofed he adminiftered oaths of 
.«¢ difloyalty. He had been ftrangled three times and 
« flogged four times during confinement, but to no 
© purpofe! his fellow-{ufferer was one Fitzpatrick of 
<< Dunganftown, near Sutton’s parifh. This man had — 
.<¢ been a New foundland failor, but long utterly difqua~ 
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© lified to follow that occupation, by reafon of an in- 
s« veterate fcurvy in his legs. He therefore com- 
‘ menced abecedarian, near Sutton’s parifh. It hap- 
* pened that a magiftrate who was a yeoman, and 
* others of his corps, paffed by his noify manfion, 
«© which was no dther than a little thatched ftables 
<* that like a bee-hive, proclaimed the induftry of its 
<< inhabitants. The magiftrate entered, followed by 
* the other yeomen. <« Here isa man,’ fays the ma- 
<¢ giftrate, fpeaking of the matter, as I fhall call him, 
‘ though his authority was now for fome months to 
«s have an end; anda fevere vacation it was. -* Here 
«« is aman, who I prefume, can have no objection to 
“take the oath of allegiance.—What do you fay? 
<«¢ Mr. teacher !"—¢ O dar a leourfa,’ (i. e. by this book) 
«¢ J will take it fir, and thank you for bringing it to 
<¢ me.’ So faying, he took the book, which the ma- 
<¢ giftrate held forth, and not only took the oath with 
«+ the moft cordial emphafis, but added another expref- 
«© five of his loyalty at all times. Upon this, the ma- 
s¢ giftrate regarded his companions with a look of dry 
«© humour, and obferved, that this muft be a loyal max 
«* indeed. ¢ Well then, my loyal friend, I fuppofe you 
<« will readily fwear to all the pikes, and to the owners 
<< and poffeffors of them, of which you have any know- 
«*¢ ledge’? The man fwore he had no certain know- 
<¢ ledge of the kind ; and that he never faw a rebel’s 
«¢ pike in his life, or a pike of any kind fince the re- 
<¢ bellion. ¢ Then,’ fays the magiftrate, * you fhall 
«¢ fwear that you will, to the utmoft of your future 
<e knowledge, or information this way, give inthe beft’ 
‘© manner you can, all fuch information. to a lawful 
«© magiftrate, or other officer in his majefty’s fervice.’ 
«No fir,’ anfwered Fitzpatrick, ¢ I will not fwear 
«¢ that: I will bring no man’s blood on my head, and 
K if 
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if Ido inform, who will fupport and protec me; 


<¢ when I have loft all my fcholars, and my neigh= 


n 


«c bours turn upon me?’—Upon. this he was imme- 
*s diately apprehended and efcorted to Rofs: he was not 
ftrangled, however but flogged with great feverity +” 
«¢ and it. was not with dry eyes that I faw the punifl- 
«¢ ment inflicted on this humble pioneer of literature. 
«¢ About a month after the battle, both thefe men 
«< were tried before general Cowley, and matters ap- 
<¢ pearing no farther againft them than I have ftated; 
ce they were liberated from aclofe and filthy confine- 
«cs ment. . The general prefented both with a fmall 
‘* fum of money, exprefling a good natured concerny 
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*¢ that he could not then give them any greater spe- 
«* cuniary affftance. He alfo gave them written: pro- 
<< tections, exprefive of his opinion of their being 
** peaceably difpofed. I never once heard an authentic 
«© account of any immiediate good effe& produced by 
«© thefe punifhments.. However, it is moft certain 
«¢ that the feverities in general, ferved to accelerate: 
s* the rebellion, and. thereby, very confiderably, to 
«= weaken its progrefs.”* 


n 


Many innocent men were thus taken up, while’ 
peaceably engaged in their own private concerns; 
walking along the road, or pafling through the market 
in the feveral towns, without any previous accufation, 
but in confequence of military whim, or the caprice 
of magifterial loyalty ; and. thofe who had been at’ 
market, and were paffed by unnoticed, had the news’ 
of a public exhibition to bring home, for the unfortu- 

_nate victims thus feized upon, were inftantly fubjected,. 
at leaft, to the torture of public whipping. People of" 
timid difpofitionsy herefore, avoided. going to market,. 

fearing: 
* See Alexander’s account of the rebellion, -page 28,29. 
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fearing that they might be forced ,to difplay the like 
fpeétacle. Provifions of courfe became dear, for 
want of the ufual fupply in the market towns; and 
the military, to redrefs this evil, went out into the 
country and brought in what they wanted, at what 
price they pleafed; the owners thinking themfelves 
well treated, if they got but half the value of their 
goods; and, in cafe of a fecond vifit, happy if they 
~efeaped unhurt, which however was not always the 
cafe ; and thus were the minds of the people brought 
to admit fuch powerfal impreffions of terror, that death 
itfelf was fometimes the confequence. The following 
js a ftrong inftance of this melancholy fac, related by 
the, rev. Mr. Gordon:— 


<¢ Whether an infurreétion in the then exifting ftate 
of the kingdom would have taken place in the 
county of Wexford, or, in cafe’ of its eruptions 
how far lefs formidable and fanguinary it would 
have been, if no aéts of feverity had been committed 
by the foldiery, the yeomen, or their fupplemen- 
tary affociates, without the direét authority of their 
«¢ fuperiors, or command of the magiftrate, is a quef- 
© tion, which Iam not able pofitively to anfwer. In 
«© the neighbourhood of Gorey, if Iam not miftaken, 
<¢ the terror of the whippings was in particular fo 
«< great, that the people would have been extremely 
<¢ glads to renounce for ever all notions of oppofition 
<< to government, if they could have been affured of 
<¢ permiffion to remain.in a ftate of quietnefs. As an 
inftance of this terror, I fhall relate the following 
ss fac&t:—on the morning of the 23d of May, a 
sc labouring man, named Denis. M«Daniel, came to 
«© my houfe with looks of the utmoft confternation 
«¢ and difmay, and confeffed to me, that he had taken 
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the united Irifhman’s oath, and had paid fora pike, 
<¢ with which he had not yet been furnilhed, nineteen- 
«¢ pence halfpenny, to one Kilty a fmith, who had ad- 
<< miniftered the oath to him and many others. _ While 
«< T fent my eldeft fon, who was a lieutenant of yeo- 
<¢ manry, to arreft Kilty, I exhorted M‘Daniel to fur- 
«¢ yender himfelf to a magiftrate, and make his con- 
<< feffion; but thishe pofitively refufed, faying that he 
© fhould, in that cafe, be lathed to make him produce 
«© a pike, which he had not, and to confefs what he 
knew not. Ithen advifed him, as the only alterna- 
“ tive, to remain quietly at home, promifing that if he 
<¢ fhould be arrefted on the information of others, I 
«¢ would: reprefent his cafe to the magiftrates. He 
<< took my advice, but the fear of arreft and lafhing 
had fo taken poffeffion of his thoughts that he could 
neither eat nor fleep; and onthe morning of the 
asth, he fell on his face and expired in a little 
. cook . 
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grove near my houfe.” 

The reverend Mr. Gordon, from whofe hiftory I have 
quoted the foregoing narrative, is a clergyman of the 
eftablifhed church, who refided in the neighbourhood 
of Gorey, as a curate, for twenty-three years ; and as 
he was an eye-witnefs, his relation of the fact deferves 
the utmoft credit. He had every opportunity of watch- 
ing the approach of the infurreétion, and I fincerely 
wifh there. were many like him poffeffed of liberal fen- 
timents and benevolent feeling for the delufions and fuf- 
ferings of the people. With regard to his opinion, 
that they would remain quiet in the neighbourhood of 
Gorey, if they were certain of being left in peace at 
home, I perfeétly coincide with him; and Ican con, _ 
fidently affert the fame of the neighbourhood in which 
| . I re 
® SceGordon's Hittory of the Ixith Rebellion, p. 87, 88. 
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T refided. It was not poffible that the convulfed ftate 
of the country could efcape the obfervation of any hu-~ 
mane or intelligent perfon: an enquiry into the caufe 
would naturally fucceed fuch notice, and the refult 
muft be the confequent convictionof this truth. I have 
alfo reafon to believe, that fuch was the difpofition 
throughout the whole county, as I have heard feveral 
refpeCtable magiftrates and other perfons of veracity 
from various parts of it exprefs the fame fentiment ; 
and, as each individual was undoubtedly the beft judge, 
in his own neighbourhood, of the condu& of the inha- 
bitants, the inference to be collected from thefe feveral 
uniform ftatements muft be conclufive evidence for the 
eftablifhment of a fact, to which fubfequent events af- 
ford a ftrong corroboration. 


While the minds of the people were in this ftate of 
diftrafion and alarm, numbers condemned to tranfpor- 
tation, by the magiftrates of other counties, daily pafled 
thro’ the county of Wexford on their way to Duncan- . 
non-fort. Groupes of from twelve to fifteen car- 
loads at a time have gonethrough Rofs alone. Thefe 
terrifying examples added if poflible to the apprehenfi- 
ons already entertained, andthe precedent was foon after 
put in pra@tice inthe county of Wexford itfelf. 


Great as the atrocities already related may appear, 
(and furely they are very deplorable) enormities ftill 
more fhocking to humanity remained to be perpetrated. 
However grating to generous and benevolent feeling 
the fad detail muft prove, imperious truth impofes the 
irkfome neceflity of proceeding to faéts. 


Mr. Honter Gowan had for many years diftinguifhed 


himfelf by his aétivity in apprehending robbers, for 
which 
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which he was rewarded with a penfion of rool. per 
annum, and it were much to be wifhed that every one 
who has obtained a penfion had as well deferved it. 
Now exalted to the yank of magiftrate, and promoted 
to be captain of a corps of yeomen, he was zealous in 
exertions to infpire the people about Gorey with dutiful 
fubmiflion to the magiftracys and a refpectful awe of 
the yeomanry. Oa a public day in the week preceding 
the infurreGtion, the town of Gorey beheld the triumph- 
al entry of Mr.. Gowan at the head of his corps, with his 
fword drawn, anda human finger fuck on the point of 
at. 


With this trophy he marched into the town, parading 
up and down the ftreets feveral times, fo that there 
was not a perfon in Gorey who did not witnefs this ex- 
hibition ; while in the meantime the triumphant corps 
difplayed all the devices of orangemen. After the la- 
bour and fatigue of the day, Mr. Gowan and his men 
retired to a public houfe to refrefh themfelves, ands 
like true blades of game, their punch was ftirred about 
with the finger that had graced their ovation, in imitas 
tion of keen fox hunters who whifs a bowl of punch 
with the brufh of a fox before their boozing com-~ 
mences. This captain and magiftrate afterwards went to 
the houfe of Mr. Jones, where his daughters were, and, 
while taking a {nack that was fet before him, he 
bragged of ‘having blooded his corps that day, and 
that they were as ftaunch blood-hounds as any in the 
-world, The daughters begged of their father to fhew 
them the croppy finger, which he deliberately teok 
from his pocket and handed to them. Miffes dandled 
-w about with fenfelefs exultation, at which a young 
lady in the room was fo fhocked that fhe turned about 


toa window, holding her hand io her face.to avoid 
the 


( 
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the horrid fight. Mr. Gowamn perceiving this, tool: the 
finger from his daughters, and archly dropped it into 
the difgufted lady’s bofom. She inflantly fainted, and 
thus the fcene ended!!! Mr. Gowan conftantly boafted 
of this, and other fmilar hercic @diions, which he 
repeated in the prefence of brigade major Fitzgeralds 
on whom he had waited officially, but fo far from meet- 
ing with his wonted applaufe, the major obliged him 
inftantly toleave the company. 


Ennifcorthy and its neighbourhood were fimilarly 
protected by the ativity of Archibald Hamilton Jacob, 
aided by the yeomen cavalry thoroughly equipped for 
this kind of fervice. They fcoured the country, hav- 
ing in their train a regular executioner, completely ap- 
pointed with his implements, a hanging rope and 2 
eat-o’-nine-tails. Many detections and confequent 
profecutions of united Trifhmen foon followed. A law 
‘had been recently «nated, that magiftrates, upon their 
own authority, could fentence to tranfportation perfons 
accufed and convited before them. Great numbers 
were accordingly taken up, profecuted and condemned. 
Some however, appealed to an adjournment of a 
quarter-feffion held in Wexford, on the 23d of May, 
ih the county court-houfe; at which three and twenty 
magiftrates from different parts of the county attended. 
Here all the private fentences were confirmed, except 
that of one man who was brought in’ on horfeback 
that morning, carrying a pike with a handle of enor- 
mous length, through Wexford towns on his way to the 
gaol. This exhibition procured him the reverfion of 
his fentence,at the inftance of the very magiftrates who 
hac condemned him.—In the courfe of the trials ob 
thefe appeals, in the public court-houfe of Wexford, 
My. A. H. Jacob appeared as evidence againft the pri- 

foners 
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foners, and publicly avowed the happy difcoveries he 
had made in confequence of infliQing the torture 
many inftances, of whipping and ftrangulation he par- 
ticularly detailed with a degree of felf-approbation 
and complacency, that clearly demonftrated how 
highly he was pleafed to rate the merits of his own 
great and loyal fervices ! 


From the conftru@ion of the new law; regarding the 
difcretionary power of magiitrates, the ratification of 
thefe fentences did not furprize me, except in two in- 
flances, at the difcuffion of which I was actually pre- 
fent. One was that of a roman catholic prieft of the 
name of Dixon, taken up fhortly before by captain 
Boyd, on the information of a gardener, who averred 
he had been in Wexford on a market day, in a public 
houfe, where he met with the prieft, who {pent a con- 
fiderable times he faid, to induce him to become an 
united Irifhman; very plaufibly relating a train of cir- 
cumftances tending to that effe@. In contradiétion to 
this man’s teftimony, there appeared three credible wit- 
nefles, defcribing the fituation of the houfe and the fe- 
veral companies there affembled at the time {pecified ; 
by which it was manifeft, that the particulars ftated by 
the profecutor were utterly unfounded, as they could. 
not poflibly have taken place without their knowledge. 
The other was that of a man named William Graham, 
fervant to Lieutenant Jofeph Gray, of the Wexford 
yeomen cavalry. He wastaken up for being out of his 
mafter’s houfe at eleven o'clock at night, and was fup- 
pofed to be an united Ivifhman. His defence was a 
good chara@er given him by different gentlemen, and, 
that, although the general proclamation of the county 
prohibited all perfons from being out of their dwellings 
at night, yet from the peaceable demeanor’ of the- 

inhabitants 
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habitants of the town of Wexford, fo rigorous and 
fi1ict an adherence to its literal tenor had not been in- 
fifted on in any one inftance but againft him. How- 
ever, the alleged neceflity of public example was a fuffi- 
cient excufe with the majority of the magiftrates to 
condemn thefe men to tranfportation, : 


The magiftrates after this public difcuffion retired to 
. the grand-jury room to deliberate, from whence the 
“following public notice was iffued, printed and diftri- 
_ buted through the county : 


«© Norice.—WE, the high fheriff and magiftrates of 
the county of Wexford, affembled at feffions, held at 
the county court-houfe in Wexford, this 23d day of 
May, 1798, have received the moft clear and une- 
quivocal evidence, private as well as public, that the 
fyftem and plans of thofe deluded perfons who ftyle 
themfelves, and are commonly known by the name of 
united Irifhmen, have been generally adopted by the 
inhabitants of the feveral parifhes in this county, who 
have provided themfelves with pikes and other arms 
for the purpofe of carrying their plans into execution. 
And whereas we have received information, that the 
inhabitants of fome parts of this county have, within 
thefe few days paft, returned to their allegiance, fur~ 


vendering their arms, and confetiing’the errors of theta, 


paft mifconduét. Now we, the high fheriff and ma- 
giftrates, affembled, as aforefaid, do give this public 
notice, that if within the fpace of fourteen days from 
the date hereof, the inhabitants of the other parts of 
this county do not come in to fome of the magiftrates 
of this county, and farrender their arms or other of- 
fenfive weapons, concealed or otherwife, and give fuch 
proof of their return to their allegiance as fhall appear 

L fufficient, 
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fuflicient, an application will be made to government te 
fendthe army, at free quarters, into fuch parifhes as 
fhall fail to comply, to enforce due obedience to this’ 
notice. 


Edward Percivall, fheriff. Edward D'Arcy, 


Courtown, John Heatly, 
John Henry Lyfter, John Grogan, / 
James Boyd, Archibald Jacob; 
George Le-Hunte, Edward Turner, 
Thomas Handcock, Tfaac Cornock,. 

John James, : ; Cornelius Grogan, J 
John Poundens Francis Turner, 
Hawtrey White, William Toole, 

James White, _ Richard Newton King: 
Ebenezer Jacob, ‘Charles Vero.” 


William . Hore;. 


** Refolved, unanimoufly, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Archibald Jacob, Efq. for his 
manly, fpirited, ative, and efficacious exertions, as a‘ 
magiftrate, for the eftablifiment and prefervation of 
the public peace. 


Ihave heard fome of thefe very magiftrates give’ 
Opinions fo totally contrary to what is publicly de~ 


_—€@lared in this refolation of thanks, that it is with the 


utmoft furprize I faw their names annexed to a docu-: 
ment, whereby they publicly approved of condu& 
whereof in private they expreffed the ftrongeft detefta- 
tion. But, it often happens; that’ well-difpofed men: 
are led thus to fan@ion proceedings they abhor; not! 
poffefling fufficient firmnefs of mind to maintain their 
own fentiments, and fearing that their humanity fhould’ 


appear to derogate in any degree from their loyalty: 
Ee 


f 
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It is remarkable, that on this very day the rebellion 
broke out in the county of Kildare, the news of which, 
Tunning as it were with the wind, quickly reached 
the county of Wexford. The people in this county, 
however, who were poffefled of pikes or other arms, 
.were continually crowding in to the different magiftrates 
throughout the whole county, for the purpofe of furren- 
dering them, conformabletothe notice before mentioned; 
and following the like example fet them by the county 
of Wicklow, where it appears there had been leaders, 
(afterwards imprifoned) who made difcoveries, which 
led the public to believe, that all idea of a rifing was 
at that time erasn up 


As this notice fpecified that there were fourteen days 
allowed for the return of the people to their alle- 
giance, it was reafonably concluded, the protection of 
fuch as would fubmit within that time, was guaranteed 
by the magiftrates who had figned it ; and it was aifo 
natural to imply, that all meafures would ceafe, during 
that interval, which might tend in any degree, to 
fubvert the peaceable intentions of the people. Would 
to God ! that even at this period, the fpirit of this pub- 
lication had been adhered to; for, in fuch an event, it 
is very probable, that the county of Wexford would 
have éfcaped the dreadful misfortune of open infur- 
rection !—In Ennifcorthy, Rofs, and Gorey, feveral 
perfons were not only put to the torture in the ufual 
manner, but a greater number of houfes were burnt, 
and meafures of the ftrongeft coercion were practifed, 
although the people continued to flock in to the dif- 
ferent magiftrates for protections. Mr. Perry of Inch, 
a proteftant gentleman, was feized on and brought 
a prifoner to Gorey, guarded by the North Cork 
militia; one of whom, the noted ferjeant, nicknamed 

hs | Tome 
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Tom the devil, gave him woeful experience of his ins 
genuity and adroitnefs at devifing torment, As a 
fpecimen of his feavoir faire, he cut off the hair of 
his head very clofely, but the fign of the crofs from 
the front to the back, and tranfverfely from ear to ears 
ftill clofer; and probably a pitched cap not being in 
readinefs, gun powder was mixed through the hair, 
which was then fet on fire, and the fhocking procefs 
repeated, until every atom of hair that remained, 
could be eafily pulled out by the roots; and fill a 
burning candle was continually applied, until the entire 
was completely finged away, and the head left totally 
and miferably bliftered !—At Carnew things were car- 


ried to ftill greater lengths; for, independent of hurn- | 


ing, whipping, and torture in all fhapes, on Friday 
the 25th of May; twenty-eight prifoners were brought 
out of the place of confinement, and deliberately fhot 


~ in a ball-alley by the yeomen, and a party of the 


Antrim militia ; the infernal deed being fan@tioned by 
the prefence of their officers !—Many of the men thus 
inhumanly butchered, had been confined on mere 
ent j—!—! 


Lord Courtown is faid to have been for adopting 


~ Yenient meafures, and although it might be reafonably 


thought that his rank and chara¢ter ought to have had 
due influence in the neighbourhood of Gorey, yet his 
benevolent intentions were overpowered by the difpofi- 
tion to feverity, of moft of the magiftrates ; and con- 
fequently, the meafures of the moft violent were 
adopted. The following is the rev. Mr. Gordon’s re- 
prefentation of his lordfhip’s condu@:—««< As the 
«© earl of Courtown had performed much in providing 
«¢ a force to obviate or fupprefs rebellion, fo his treat- 


*¢ ment of the common Eaeeoptey by : affable manners; 
ais had 
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«<< had been always fuch as was beft adapted to produce 
<¢ content in the lower claffes, and prevent a pronenefs 
«¢ toinfurre@tion. Iconfider myfelf as bound in ftriét- 
« nefs of juftice to fociety, thus far to reprefent the 
«© condué of this nobleman. Doubtlefs the people in 
‘¢ the neighbourhood of Gorey were the laft and 
*¢ leaft violent of all in the county of Wexford; in 
‘¢ vifing againft the eftablifhed authority ; and cer- 
‘¢ tainly the behaviour of the Stopford family in that 
«© neighbourhood has been always remarkably con- 
‘¢ ciliating and humane ?’’—( Page 104.) 


Can any thing be more convincing, than this tef- 
timony; to fhew of what ineftimable value it is for any 
country to poffefs good men; but efpecially for Irelands 
where it is a prevalent fyftem to treat inferiors with 
the utmoft cruelty and contempt, as if they were adif~ _ 
ferent and odious fpecies of being? If one family 
could effe& fo much good, by their affable and conci- 
liating manners, is it not painful to reflect on the con- 
fequences of a contrary behaviour toa people, who, of 
all others in the world, are the moft generous and 
open-hearted ; and want only the foftering hand of 
humanity, due encouragement, and a cultivation of 
their natural talents, to vie in excellence with any race 
of men on the globe. 


_ Having fpent Friday the 25th of May, with Mr. 
Turner, a magiftrate of the county, at Newfort, he 
requefted of me to attend him next day at Newpark, 
the feat of Mr. Fitzgerald, where, as the moft central 
place; he had appointed to meet the people of the 
neighbourhood. I accordingly met him there, on 
Saturday the 26th, where he continued the whole day, 


adminiftering the oath of allegiance to vaft numbers 
of 
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of people: a certificate was given to every perfon who 
took the oath, and furrendered any offenfive weapon. 
Many attended who offered to take the oath, and alfo 
to depofe that they were not united Ivifhmen, and that 
they poflefled no arms of any kind whatever; and 
earneftly afked fer certificates. But fo great was the 
concourfe of thefe, that confidering the trouble of 
writing them out, it wes found impoflible to. fupply 
them all with fuch teftimonials at that time. Mr. 
‘Turner, therefore, continued to receive furrendered 
-arms, defiring fuch as had none, to wait a more con- 
venient opportunity. Numbers, however, ftill con- 
ceiving that they would not be fecure without a written 
protection, offered ten times their intrinfic value to 
fuch as had brought pike blades to furrender ; but 
thefe, being unwilling to forego the benefit of a written 

protection for the moment, refufed to part with their 
‘weapons on any other confideration. Among the 
great numbers affembled on this occafion, were ‘fome 

men from the village of Ballaghkeen, who had the 
appearance of being more dead than alive, from the 
apprehenfions they were under, of having their houfes 
burnt, or themfelves-whipt, fhould they return home. 

Thefe apprehenfions had been excited to this degrees 

becaufe that on the night of Thurfday the 24th, the 

Ennifcorthy cavalry conduéted by Mr. Archibald Ha- 

milton Jacob, had come to Ballaghkeen ; but on hear- 

ing the approaching noife, the inhabitants ran out of 

their houfes, and fled into large brakes of furze, ona 

hill immediately above the village, from whence 

they could hear the cries of one of their neighbours, 

who was dragged out of his houfe, tied up to a'thorn- 

tree, and while one yeoman continued flogging him, 

another was throwing water on his back. The groans 

of the unfortunate fufferer, from the ftillnefs of the 

; nights 
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night, reverberated widely through the appalled neigh- 
bourhood ; and the fpot of execution, thefe men repre- 
fented to have appeared next morning, « as if a pig 
had been killed there.” After this tranfaGtion, Mr. 
Jacob went round to all the reft of the houfes, and 
fignified, that if he fhou!d find the owners out of them, 
on his next vifit, he would burn them. Thefe men, 
whofe countenances exhibited marks of real terror, 
particularly from apprehenfion of flogging, which 
they feemed to dread more than death itfelf, offered to 
furrender themfelves prifoners to Mr. Turner, who did 
all in his power to allay their fears, offering to give 
them all certificates, the production of which, to Mr. 
Jacob, he was fure, would afford them protection; but 
they ftill perfifted in preferring to remain as prifoners 
with Mr. Turner, rather than to place any confidence 
in Mr. Jacob. Mr. Turner then gave them certifi- 
cates, declaring their abfence from home to be by his 
permiflion, to be left with their families, and told them 
_ they might come to his houfe if they pleafed. Mr. 
Turner’s feelings appeared but too fenfibly affected at 
the recital of thefe exceffes. He lamented that fuch 
fcenes had been exhibited, and faid he had conceived, 
that all coercive meafures were to ceafe, during the 
fourteen days allowed by the magiftrates for the 
people to furrender their arms ; adding, that he greatly 
feared that very defirable objeét would be much re- 
tarded by fuch violence, which would prove the more 
lamentable, on account of the recent news from the 
eounty of Kildare!—On this very day too, we had 
the mortification to be informed that the furniture and 
effects of a fhop-keeper at Ennifcorthy, were brought 
out and burned in the public ftreet ; and on the next 
morning, a man was hanged there, and his body 
diagged up and down feveral times through the 

market- 
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market-place, with fhocking inhumanity, and inefli- 
cient cruelty ! 


Tremained the whole. day with Mr. Turner, who 
did not go home till after ten o’clock. We indulged 
the fond hope at parting, that the county of Wexford 
would remain quiet, from the difpofition generally 
fhewn by the people, and we feparated with the expec. 
tation of being able to pay our friendly vifits to each 
other as ufual. Indeed all over the county of Wex- 
ford, the people had now given up all thought of in- 
furreCtion, of which nothing can afford a more con- 
vincing proof than: the general furrender of arms; 
and I have heard refpeQtable magiftrates, to whom 
they were furrendered, declare their conviGtion to the 
fame effect. Mr. Richards of Solfborough, captain of 
the Ennifcorthy cavalry ; Mr. Beauman of Hyde-park, 
captain of the Coolgreny cavalry; Mr. Cornock, 
captain of the Scarawalfh infantry ; and the rev. Mr. 
Colclough of Duffrey-hall, difinguifhed themfelves 
by their anxiety to fatisfy and calm the agitated minds 
ef the populace; and were bufily employed in grant- 
‘ing certificates to fuch as furrendered their arms, 
Many other magiftrates attended at different places for 
the fame purpofe. Mr. Bagnal Harvey had collected 
the arms of all his tenantry and neighbourhoods and 
on this very day, (Saturday the 26th of May,) brought 
them into Wexford. As it was late when he delivered 
them up, he did not return home that night, but re- 
mained in town ; and, juft as he was going to bed, he 
was arrefted by captain Boyd and lodged in the gaol. 
Mr. Percivall,the high theriff, and captain Boyd, with 
,a ttrong party of the Wexford cavalry, proceeded on 
the fame night to New-park, the feat of Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, totake him prifoner. I had remained there 
that 
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Yhat night, and was alarmed and roufed from my bed 
by a loud rapping at the door about midnight, which ~ 
I foon difcovered to be the party before mentioned; who 
came to arreft Mr. Fitz-Gerald ; I requefted permiffion 
to accompany my friend which was granted ; but as 
thefe gentlemen refufed taking the pikes and other 
arms, that had been furrendered at the place the day 
before to Mr. Turner, and had remained there, I dif 
patched a mefienger to him with the intelligence of 
what had happened, before we fet out with this efcorts 
which met with no ‘other ened but while they chofe to 
continue rummaging Mr. Fitz-Gerald’s papers, among 
which by the bye, they could difcover nothing that 
could in the remoteft degree criminate him. We ar- 
rived a little after day-light in Wexford, where Mr. 
Fitz-Gerald.was lodged in the gaol. The Wexford ca- 
valry then fet off to Ballyteigue, ten miles from town, 
from whence they brought Mr. John Heriry Colclough 
prifonerinthe courfe of the day, and lodged him alfo 
in the gaol: ; 


Early on this morning, being Whitfundays I faw Mr. 
Turner on his entrance into Wexford. He brought 
the firft intelligence of the rifing of the people, from 
whom, he faid, he could not have been fo fortunate as 
to efcape but for my meffenger, who had called him up 
before day ; otherwife he would have been at home. 
when his houfe was attacked by the multitude for arms, 
as were all the houfes throughout the whole neigh- 
bourhood at that time. When he had given notice of 
the fa& tothe officer commanding in the barracks, I 
accompanied him to the gaol, and after having 
- feen our friend, fet out with him to Caftlebridge, 
where finding the infurrection much more ferious than 
was at firft imagined, all kind of parleying being 

Pe deemed . 
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deemed ineffetuals on confultation with the officers’ 
prefent, I returned to Wexford, as they confidered my 
fituation’ would be too perilous fhould I accompany 

them in coloured clothes; The Shilmalier cavalry, 

commanded: by colonel Le-Hunte had already affem- 

bled, before the arrival of one hundred and ten of 
the North Cork militia, who took route by the lower 

road along the fea-fide, whilethe yeomen had taken the 
upper road by Caftlebridge. Both met at Ballifarnock, 

and proceeded together as far as Ballinamonabeg, 

where Mr. Turner not finding aman of the name of 
Datby Kavanagh, who kepta public houfe there, at 
home, ahd: having remembered, that he had furrender- 

ed a pike the day before, he ordered his houfe to be 

fet on fire, after getting what fpivits and beer it con- 

tained to refrefh the foldiers, who were much fatigued: 
after their hafty march through heavy fandy roads. Ay 

propofal was made to burn the chapel of Ballinamo- 

nabeg juft adjoining, which was over-ruled, particu- 

larly by Armftrong Browne, efq. who obferved it wouldy 
be a very indifferent compliment to pay the catholics’ 
to burn their place of worfhip, while a confiderable 

part of the force then aflembled were of that perfua= 

fions* which fentimentaQually preverited the’ burning: 
ef the chapel. ; 


\ 


Having halted here for fome time, they proceeded’ 
three miles farther and came in fight of the infurgents,: 
eolleGted in:great numbers on the hill of Oulard, dif- 
tant about ten miles from: Wexford. Colonel Foote of: 

the 


* Shilmalier cavalry prefent, viz. colone! Le-Hiinte, Jieutenant Arm- 
ftrong’ Browne, lieutenant Kavanagh, colonel! Watlon, ferjeant ! Edward! 
‘Turner, Henry Hatcheil, Samuel Maude, Richard Gainfort, Maurice 
Jones, and Richard Williams, proteftants,—Nicholas Dixon, Ignatius Rof= 
feter, Walter Redmond, James Lambert, Michael Waddick,: Richard! 
Kiefelagh, Charles Duca Patrick Dixoa, and —— Murphy,. Catholics, 


= 


/ 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 83 


‘the North Cork, feeing their pofition fo ftrong and 

‘commanding, thought it advifable not to attack them ; 
‘but major Lombard of the fame Tegiment being of a 

contrary opinion, , orders were given to burn two houfes, 

“fituated in a hollow; between the army and the infur- 
‘gents, and Mr. Turner volunteered his fervice for that 
‘purpofe. This was done with a view to ftimulate the 
‘infurgents to revenge, and thus if poffible, to induce 

them to abandon the advantage of their fituation. 

‘This feint, however, not fucceeding, and colonel Foote 

‘Rill perfifting in his opinion, major ‘Lombard inftantly 
‘addreffed the foldiers in terms animating them at once 
“to attack the infurgents, who, he faid, ‘would fly at 

‘their approach. His words had the effect of making 

‘them advance. They defcended from the fmall eminence 
ewhich they occupied, and crofling the valley between, 
“began | to afcend the hill of Oulart, while the Shilmalier 
seavalry took-a circuitous routes round the hill to the left, 
with the intention of preventing a retreat, but in fact 
they canfed numbers to rally who attempted to run off, 
‘on perceiving the approach of a ferious engagement. 

This alfo contributed to make the infurgents tufh in 

gyeater numbers, and with accumulated force, on the 

North Cork, who were charging up the bill. They 

had fired but two vollies when they were totally dif- 

comfited. This faccefs of the infargents was much 

promoted by the addrefs of a fervant boy, who, as the 
military were afcending the hill, advifed fach of the 

infurgents as were then about him, to lie down under 

cover of the ditches, and wait the clofe approach of the 

military. By this manoeuvre thefe were fuddenly fur~ 

prized by a force not greatly outnumbering themfelves, 

but the impetuofity of the attack occafioned their total 

overthrow, while the faét was, at the inftant, utterly 

unknown to the great body of the infurgents who at- - 
M 2° tended 
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tended their commanders at the other fide of the bili, 
Of the North Cork party, major Lombard, the hon. 
capt. Decourcy, lieutenant Williams, Ware, Barry, and 
enfign Keogh, were left on the field of battle. In 
fhort, none efcaped except colonel Foote, a ferjeant 
who mounted the major’s horfe, a drummer and two 
privates. It may not be unworthy of remark, that here 
was a fool who followed the North Cork, and who, 
when he fawthe major fall, ranto the body and embraced 
it, then took the major’s {word and with it difpatched 
two men before he fell himfelf. The infurgents had 
but five men killed, and two wounded. The Shilma- 
lier cavalry, and colonel Foote, made a precipitate re- 
treat to Wexford. A large party of the Wexford ca- 
valry alfo, who had no fhare whatever in the actions 
were involved in this retreat. Having lodged Mr. 
Colclough in gaol, they fet out on another excurfion to 
Battmerna In their courfe they fhot fome ftraggling 
men) and burned two houfes on finding two men kill- 
ed near them. They were thus employed in fcour-. 
ing the country, when informed of the defeat at Oulard, 
and this determined them without hefitation to retreat 
with all {peed homewards. Nees ee 


The remainder of the North Cork regiment were in- 
ftantly under arms in the barracks, when informed of 
the defeat of that part of their body which had gone 
out to action. Burning for revenge they adtually 
marched to the bridge, as if determined to proceed and 
meet the infurgents ; but they were induced to return 
by fome gentlemen who endeavoured to diffua 


de them 
from fo headlong and unfafe an undertaking 
The great fufpenfe felt by the inhabitants of Wex- 
ford, during the whole of this day, on account of fo 
.  fudden 
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fadden an ee ee now grew into ferious alarm, 
fuch as unexpected news like this muft infpire. The 
lamentations of the unfortunate widows and orphans 
of the foldiers who had fallen in the encounter, 
increafed the general confternation. Thefe, clapping 
their hands, ran about the ftreets quite frantic, mixing 
their piteous moanings with the plaintive cries of their 
children, and uttering their bittereft malediMtions 
againft the yeomen, whom they charged with having 
Tun away, and left their hufbands to deftrufion !— 
Letters were difpatched to Duncannon-fort and to 
Waterford, with thefe difaftrous accounts, and requeft- 
ing reinforcements. 


Thofe of the North Cork militia then in the town, 
vowed vengeance againit the prifoners confined in the 
gaol ; ; particularly againft meffrs. Harvey, Fitzgerald, 
and Colclough, fo lately taken up; and fo explicitly 
and without referve were thefe intentions manifefted, 
that I mytelf heard a ferjeant and others of the regi- 
ment declare, that they could not die eafy, if they 
fhould not have the fatisfaction of putting the pri- 
foners in the gaol of Wexford to death, particularly 
the three gentlemen laft mentioned. Nor was this 
monftrous defign harboured only by the common fol- 
diers; fome of the officers declared the fame inten- 
tions. I communicated all to the gaoler, who informed 
me that he had himfelf heard the guards on the gaol 
exprefs their hoftile, intentions. He was fo alarmed 
and apprehenfive of their putting their threats into 
execution, that he contrived means to get them out, 
then locked the door, and determined to defend his 
charge at the rifque of his life. He then, with a hu- 
manity and -prefence of mind, that would have become 
a bettcr ftation, communicated his apprehenfions to al! 

the 
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the prifoners, whom he advifed to remain clofe in their 
cells, fo as to avoid being fhot in cafe of an actual 
attack. He armed the three gentlemen, and formed 
fo judicious a plan of defence, that ‘in the event of 
being overpowered, their lives could not be had ata 
cheap rate. ‘Of this feene I was, myfelf an eye-witnefs, 
having permiflion from the high fheriff to pay every 
attention to my friend and elation, Mr. Fitz-Gerald. 

‘The latter gentleman gave me his watch, pocket-book, 
and every thing valuable about him ; and we’ took 
deave, as if we expected never to: fee each other more, 

Several of the North Cork came to the gaol door, 
but were refufed admittance. At laft a party of them 
eame with a woman, or one who feigned a female 
woice, begging admittance;'and the door being opened, 
the foldiers inftantly ruthed forward to get in, but were 
prevented by a half-door that remained ftill fhut. 

‘The whole door was then clofed, and it jambed i ina 
foldier’s arm, who defifted not from his defign, until 
jis bayonet, with which he attempted to-ftab the ena 
feveral, times,. was wrefted from bim. A number of 
Soldiers went round the gaol feveral times, as if to re- 
connoitre, and were overheard threatening the pri- 
foners with certain deftruStion, if they could but get 
an: and I verily believe that, had it not been for the | 
indefatigable exertions of the gaoler, the prifoners would 
have been all maflacred; and dreadful it’ is to think 
what confequences muft have enfued! The alarms of 
the three gentlemen already named were fo much en- 
creafed by thefe circumftances, as well as by other re- 
ports, that they made every difpofition of their proper- 
f£ies,.as if om the point of death, 


‘The rifing of the people, in the county of Wesford, 
took place in the dire@ion from Carnew to Oulard, for 
. fear, 
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fear, as they alléged,. of being whipped, burned, or 
exterminated by the orangemen ; hearing of the num- 
bers of people that were put to death, unarmed and 
unoffending, through the country ;—the deliberate 
maflacre and {hooting of eight and twenty prifoners in 
the ball-alley of Carnew, without trial, and fome under 
fentence of tranfportation, who ftopped there on their 
way to Geneva; among thefe was a Mr. William 
‘Young, a proteftant, who was ordered to be tranf- 
ported by a military tribunal. At Dunlavin, thirty- 
four men were fhot without trial, and among them 
the informer on whofe evidence they were arrefted. 
Strange to tell, officers prefided tofanGion thefe proceed- 
ings! A man efcaped by feigning to be killed, he was 
one out of eighteen of the corps of eaptain Saunders, of 
Saunders grove, Baltinglafs. Thefe reports, together 
with all the dreadful accounts from thecounty of Kildare, 
roufed their minds to the utmoft pitch of alarm, indig- 
nation and fury. They were forming from the even- 
ing of the 26th during the whole of the night, in two 
bodies. One affembled on Kilthomas-hill, againft 
whom marched from Carnew,, on the morning of the 
27th, a body cf yeomen cavalry and infantry, who 
proceeded boldly up the hill, where the infurgents pot- 
feffed a ftrong and commanding fituation, if they knew 
how to take advantage of it; but they were panic- 
ftruck, and fled at the approach of the military, who 
purfued them: with great flaughter. They fpared no 
man they met, and burned at leaft one hundred houfes 
inthe courfe of a march of feven miles. | 


The rev. Michael Murphy. had been fo alarmed on 
hearing of the rifing of the people, that he fled into 
the town of Gorey early on Whitfunday ; on his arrival 
got finding Mr. Kenny with whom he had lodged there, 
he 
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he was induced to return for him and his family, for 
which purpofe not being ableto procureadriver, he bim- 
felf led a horfe and car and purfued a bye road, to get, if 
pofible, unobferved into Ballecanow, by which means 
he did not meet fome yeomen and others that had goné 
on the high-road to Gorey after they had torn up the 
altar; broken the windows; and otherwife damaged the 
roman catholic chapel, uttering the moft violent threats 
againft the prieft and his flock, which fpecimens were 
very unlikely to remove the dreadful reports of the in- ~ 
tended extermination of the catholics: Thefe dépreda- 
tions. had fo much weight on the rev. Michael Murphy 
as to induce him to alter his original intentions not to 
fly to fuch men for proteGion, and he was then led on 
by the multitude to Kilthomas-hill ; the rev. John 
Murphy had from fimilar unforefeen occurrences joined 
the infurgents. Thefe two clergymen had been re- 
markable for their exhortations and exertions againft 
the fyftem of ‘united Irifhmen, until they were thus 
whirled into this political vortex, which; from all the in- 

formation I have been able to colle, they undertook 
/‘ under the apprehenfion of extermination. ¢ 


The rev. John Murphy was acting coadjutor of the 
parifh of Monageer, and impreffed wich horror at the de- 
folation around him, took up arms with the people, ré- 
prefenting to them that they had better die courageoufly 
in the field, than to be butchered in their houfes.—The 
infurgents in this quarter now began their career, 
by imitating the example that had been fet before them. 

-, They commenced burning the houfes of thofe who 
were moft obnoxious to them. Every gentleman’s houfe 
in the country was fummoned,to furrender their arms, 
and wheie any refiftance was’ offered, the houfe was 
attacked, plundered and burnt, and mof of the inha- 

. bitants 
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bitants killed inthe confli&. The Camolin cavalry were 
the firft that attacked thefe infurgents: in theaétion lieu- 
tenant Bookey and fome privates loft their lives. The 
reft retreated to Gorey: Onthe 27th of May captain 
Hawtrey White led out two troops of horfe from Go- 
rey, determined to revenge the deaths of their compa~ 
hions. They came in fight of the infurgents on the 
notth-fide of the hill of Oulard ; but they appeared in 
fuch force that they thought it not prudent to attack 
them, but returned to Gorey; burning the houfes of 
fufpeGted perfons, and putting every ftraggler to death 
ontheir way. Numbers were called to their doors and 
fhot; while many more met the like fate within their 
houfe, and fome even that were afleep. 


Thus it appéars that the infurreétion broke out; at 
firft, in a line from weft to eaft, pretty nearly acrofs the 
middle of. the county; unfupported by the inhabitants 
either north or fouth of that direflion. Thefe were 
the tracts whofe natives appeared moft peaceably in- 

~ clined, and who thought to avoid joining in the infur- 
rection: The yeomanry of the north of the county pro- 
ceeded on thé 27th againft a quiet and defencelefs popu- 
Jace; fallied forth in their neighbourhoods, burned 
numbers of houfes and put to death hundreds of perfons 
_who were unarmed, unoffending and unrefifting, fo 
/ shat thofe who had taken up arms had the greater 
chance of efcapé at that time. I cannot avoid mentioning 
tho’ not a fingular circumftance that took place amidft 
thefe calamities. Mr. William Hore of Harperftown, 
on his return home from Wexford, was induced to fet 
fire to the houfe of Miles Redmond of Harvey’s-town, 
a lime-burner. This occafioned his fubfequent con- 
finement and afterwards his death on the bridge of 
Wexford. He had offered to build hima better houfe, 
N which 
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which Mrs. Hore, lis widow, notwithflanding her ix- 
retrievable lofS has fince aGtually performed. 


~ Such was the ftate of the northern part’ of the’ 
county, which continued, during the whole of Whit- 
funday, ignorant of tHe flate of the fouth. 

On the evening of the 26th, captain John Grogan;: 
perceiving from a heightnear his houfe, feveral houfes: 
on fire between Ennifeorthy and Oulard, affembled as* 
many of his yeomen as He could mufter, and proceeded: 
with them to Ennifcorthy, whence he accompanied 
captain Solomon Richards, of the Ennifcorthy cavalry,' 
to mect the infurgents; who were committing great de- 
vaftation throughout the country, in retalfation, as: 
they alleged, for what they had previoufly fufféered. Tn: 
fact, there feemed to exift between the parties an emu- 
lation of enmity, as they endeavoured to outdo each 
other in mifchief, by burning and deftroying on both 
fides thofe w hom they deemed their enemies. The ro- 
man catholic chapel of Boolevogue was burnt, as was 
the houfe of therev. John Murphy, ‘already mentioned ; 
and feveral houfes were fet on fire and fomé of the in- 
habitants confumed within them ; no man that was feen 
in coloured clothes efeaped the fury’ of the yeomanry.: 
In and about Ferns a party of the North Cork militia 
and fome yeomen purfued the like condu&, as well as: 
in the courfe of their retreat from thence to Enniicor- 
thy, where they arrived on the morning of the 27th.- 
‘The Shilmalier infantry commanded by the right hone 
George Ogle, were then in Ennifcorthy alfo, They” 
took an exctirfion to Darby- gap, and on ‘hen return: 
_they marched home. Capt. John Grogan efcorted fer~ 
jeant Stanley as far as Waterford, on his way to Corl 
as judge of aflize—The town of Enhifcorthy was: 

; crowded 
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-erowded by great numbers of people who fled into it 
from the country, catholics among the reft. Some of 
the latter were put into confinement in the caftle, not- 
withftanding the deplorable evils of which that impo- 
litic fyftem had been already predudtive ; and although 
it mutt be naturally imagined, that a greater proof 
could net be given of not wifhing to join the infurgents 
than that of flying into the town for refuge. 


On Monday morning the 28th of May, every prepa- 
yation was made for defence, and every precaution 
‘obferved in the town. Part of the North Cork militia 
commanded by captain Snowe, captain Cornock’s and 
captain Pounden’s infantry corps with their fupernu- 
-meraries, andthe Ennifcorthy cavalry, commanded by 
captain Richards, (the whole military force in the 
town) were on the alert, and under arms in expecta- 
tion of an immediate attack. Many of the inhabitants 
-of the town offered their fervices, and armed them- 
felves, as well as they could, to contribute to the gene- 
ral defence: Some of the moft refpeStable were per- 
mitted to join the troops, but mot’ of thofe who had 
offered their affiftance were, during the battle, ordered 
to ground their arms and retire into their houfes, out 
of which they were peremptor ily warned not to ftir on 
pain of death. Good God! what miferable policy in 
fuch times, to.brand them as catholics with difaffection, 
when their actions befpoke fo much the contrary, and. 
thus to force them into the ranks of the infurgents a 
After the battle of Oulard the infurgents encamped for 
the night at Carrigrew, from whence they fet out at 
feven o’clock on Monday morning, the 28th, to Camo- 
lin, from thence to Ferns, where meeting with no in~ 
terruption, or any military force ‘o oppofe them, they 
croffed the Slaney by the bridge at Scarawalih, halted 

N2 for 
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for fome time on the hill of Balliorril, and from 
thence they proceeded to attack Ennifcorthy, where 
they arrived about one o’clock, driving before them a 
/ great number of cattle with a view of overpowering 
the yeoman infantry that had proceeded to the Duffrey= 
gate, where the attack commenced. The affailants 
pofting themfelves behind the ditches that enclofe the 
town- -parks, kept up a fevere but irregular fire of muf- 
ketry, intermixed with pikernen, who were twice 
charged by the Ennifcorthy cavalry along the two roads 
leading into the town, with little or no effe&. The 
battle lafted with various fuccefs for four hours. Cap- 
tain Snowe not confidering it prudent to quit his fituation 
on the bridge to fupport the yeomen at the Duffrey- 
gate, who then fell down by degrees into the town, 
leaving the fuburbs, compofed of thatched houfes, un- 
protected, which then were fet fire ta, (each party ac- 
cufing the other for doing fo) and as it turned out no- 
thing could be more conducive to the fuccefs of the in- 
furgents: during the confufion the conflagrations occa- 
fioned, from which each party retreated, the military 
taking their ftation in the town : had they marched out 
to meetthe infurgents, and given them battle where they 
-might have the advantage of the ditches; their fupe- 
Tiority in difcipline and fire-arms might ‘he enabled 
them to break and diffipate the. tumultuary body oppofed 
to them, that had every advantage over thofe placed 
ina hollow. The infurgents made an attempt. to crofs 
the river, at the ifland above the brid Ige, from whence 
they were fo galled as to oblige them to wade through 
the Slaney higher up at Biaci. ftoops; fome were proceed- 
ing to Vinegar-hill, which from its commanding fitua+ 
‘hon immediately above the town, gave them every ad- 
vantage of obfervation, whilft their numbers afforded 
a fufficiency to attack the town on all fides. The mili- 

tary. 
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tary were at length overpowered by the impetuofity 
and intrepidity of the infurgents, many of whom feil 
in the gallant defence made againft them ; but the fol- 
diers having no cannon to fupport hee, andthe fu- 
burbs of the town being on fire in feveral places; they at 
iaft founded axetreat. Whilft the town was thus cir- 
cumftanced, a propofal was: made to captain Snowe to 
put the prifoners to death before the evacuation of the 
place ; but he, like a truly brave man, would not liften 
to fuch a diabolical propofal, and rejeMed it with fcorn 
_and abhorrence’; notwithftanding which a party went 
to the caftle determined to put all confined therein to 

death. An ineffectual attempt was made to break open 

‘the door, the keeper having forgot to léave the keys 
with which he had fet off towards Wexford ; and this 
circumitance providentially faved the lives of ie prifo- 

ners, as it became’ too dangerous for the yeomen to 

wait any longer to put their threats in execution ; 

threats which they conftantly repeated the whole of 
that morning while they flood guard over their pri- 

foners. Indeed, fo affured were the prifoners them- - 

felves of being put to death, that they had continued 

for hours on their knees at prayer in preparation for 

that awful event, when the victors releafed them from 

confinement. Captain John Pounden of the Ennifcor- 

thy fupplementary infantry, lieutenant Hunt of the 

Ennifcorthy yeomen, and lieutenant Carden of the Sca- 
rawalfh infantry, with about eighty of the military, 
and fome fupplementary men, fell in this a@tion. A re- 

gular retreat being founded gave the military an oppor- 

tunity of bringing away their families and friends, to- 
gether with a great many men, women and children, 

who proceeded in the beft manner they could to Wex- 
ford. The only opinion prevailing inthe latter town, 

font fomie hours, was that Ennifcorthy and all its inhabi- 
tants” 
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bitants were totally deftroyed. This was occafioned by 
the arrival in Wexford of lieutenant Archibald Hamil- 
ton Jacob, and a private of the Ennifcorthy cavalry, 
who had been fo fortunate as to effect their efcape, and 
who came in with their horfes all ina foam, fo as to 
befpeak the moft preciy pitate fight. At the fame time 
tremendous clouds of fmoke were obferved over Ennif- 
corthy, which is diftant only eleven miles from Wex- 
ford, and no .news aniiving for feveral hours, left 
room for no other: conjecture, but feemed to con- 
firm the account given by thefe fugitives. The mili- 
tary in their retreat were very confused at fir, however 
{elf-prefervation urged their keeping together, fuggetted 
by a privatein the yeomanry. Officers had been induced 
to tear off their epaulets and every other mark that 
could diftinguifh them from the privates, confidering 
themfelves in more danger if they were recognized as 


oficers. However, not being attacked there was fuffi- 


cient leifure to efcort thofe that accompanied them, 
and who were in fuch’a piteous plight as ‘to excite on 
their arrival the hearty commiferation of allthe inha- 
bitants of Wexford, who invited them indi{criminately 
to their houfes, and fupplied them with every comfort 
and neceffary in their power, and of which they ftood 
fo much in need. How diftrefing muft be the fitua- 


tion of many ladies who were glad to get up behind 


er before any perfon that might be tender enough, in 


the general confternation, to take them on horfeback! 


fome had their clothes fcorched about them, others 
wanted their fhoes and other parts of their drefs, which / 
had been loft or torn off; befides the great heat of the 
day made it doubly diftreffing to delicate females, many 
of whom had the additional char ge of the burden and 
care of their children. It-was very deplorable to ob- 


-ferve the anguifh and mifery of thefe fugitives, fo fad- 


denly 
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denly and violently torn from their homes and family 
€ndearments ; while each, in melancholy detail, dwelt 
upon the relation of private calamity. 


Great as the apprehenfions of the inhabitants of 
Wexford, had been before, they were much heightened 
by the mournful appearances and heart-rending recitals 
of thefe unhappy fufferers. All dreaded that their 
houfesytheir properties, and themfelves, fhould fhare 
the fate of Ennifcorthy and its inhabitants. At this 
critical period, the Shilmalier infantry, commanded 
by the right hon. George Ogle, marched from their 
homes into Wexford. Every poffible preparation was 
now made for defence. The feveral avenues Jeading into 
the town were barricaded, and cannon were placed at 
the different entrances. The inhabitants univerfally 
imanifefted @ zeal to defend their habitations, their pro- 
perties, and their families againfi the infurgents; and 
numbers offered themfelves for the ranks, and to 
perform military duty.. Upwards of two hundred were 
eonfequently embodied, there being arms for no more, 
ander the command of gentlemen who had been in 
the army, and officers of militia then in the town om 
Teave of abfence. Thefe occafional foldiers mounted 
guard in the fame manner with the more regular troops 
of militia and yeomen; and every precaution was 
taken to guard againft a nocturnal furprife, which was 
ftrongly apprehended. The gentlemen confined inthe 
gaol were vifited by numbers of thofe in town, who 
entreated meflrs. Harvey and Colclough, to write to 
their tenants and neighbours, to induce them toremain 
guict at their homes, and to avoid joining the infur- 
gents from the other fide of the Slaney. This the gen- 
slemen readily complied with, inthe prefence of thofe 
who befought them; urging it in the moft ftrenuous 

and 
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and perfuafive terms they could; and meffengerd 
were accordingly difpatched to every perfon, whos it 
was fuggefted to them, poffeffed influence enough for 
the purpofe, or who was imagined capable of contri- 
buting to keep the inhabitants of the baronies of FortH 


and Bargy from rifing. 


On the morning of the 29th, the difpofitions for 
the defence of the town, were continued with un- 
abating vigour. Two hundred men of the Donegal 
militia, commanded by colonel Maxwel!, with a fix~ 
pounder, marched in at eight o’clock in thé mornings 
and were billetted throughout the town to get refrefh- 
ment, of which they flood in great need; having: 
marched all night from Duncannon fort, accompanied 
by the Healthfield cavalry, commanded by captain 
John Grogan. This gentleman having efcorted fer- 
jeant Stanley to’ Waterford, returned to Duncannon- 
fort, where he met general Fawcett, whofe determina- 
tion he now announced, of coming to the affiftance of 
Wexford, with an additional force as foon as poffible. 
With this detachment alfo arrived colonel Colville, 
captain Young, and lieutenant Soden, officers of the 
13th regiment, giving the glad tidings of the approach’ ’ 
of their body with general Fawcett, and the Meath mi- 
litia. A gentleman was however difpatched to the ge~ 
neral, to urge in the moft prefling terms, the immediate 
neceflity of the reinforcement. The Taghmon cavalry 
under the command of captain Cox arrived in town in 
the courfe of the day. The apprehenfions of the in- 
habitants increafed every moment. Every boat in the 
harbour was bufily employed in the conveyance of 
women and children, with the moft valuable effects, 
on board fhips, which now were in great requi- 
fition, occafoned by the vaft numbers of people who, 

crowded 
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crowded thefe veffels, in order to efcape from the town, 
which, it was dreaded, would be burnt. To guard 
againft fuch a difaftrous event, all the fires inthe town 
were ftrily ordered to be put out at different inter- 
vals; and during the prohibited time, even the bakers 
were not allowed to héat their ovens: A further mea- . 
fure of precaution adopted on this occafion, was that of 
ftripping all the thatched houfes within the walls of 
the town, which laft, by the bye, were ftill ftanding 
in full prefervation, except the gate-ways, that had 
been long broken down for public convenience, but 
were now ftrongly barricaded. In fhort, the utmoft 
activity prevailed for purpofes of defence. The’ guards 
were augmented, and patroles of cavalry were con- 
{tantly fent out to reconnoitre. The widows of thofe’ 
of the North Cork militia, who had fallen in the action 
at Oulard, ftill continued inconfolable about the town; 
uttering their piteous lamentations. The bodies of 
the officers who were flain on that occafion, were this 
day brought in by major Lombard’s fervant, who had 
gone out for that purpofe; and this contributed not a 
little to difpirit the military in the town. 


Some of my friends, then in, Wexford, intimated to 
me, that it feeméd to be the general with of all the 
gentlemen in the place, that I fhould go out to the 
people, and endeavour to induce them to difperfe, my 
great popularity and family influence, it was fuggefted, 
pointing me out as the fitteft perfon to undertake fuch 
a miffion; which, from thefe circumftances, it was 
hoped, might prove fuccefsful. My anfwer was, that 
I would not refufe to do any thing that was imagined 
to be for the general good, although I thought the 
experiment moft hazardous, provided a magiftrate 
whofe honour might be depended on, would accompany 

Oo me ; 
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me ; befides, that I fhould have my dire@ions in writ- 
ing, a copy whereof I would leave with my friends, in 
order, that if I fhould fall in the enterprife, nothing 
might be left in the power of mifreprefentation to ftate 
to my difhonour. No magiftrate being found, as I 
/ fuppofe, that would venture on this dangerous fervice, 
it was then enquiiéd whether the liberation of mefirs. 
Harvey, Fitz-Gerald, andColclough, might not appeafe 
the people? On this queftion, I declared myfelf in- 
competent to decide. I was then afked, whether if 
enlarged on bail, but particularly Mr. Fitzgerald, 
whofe refidence lay in the country then difturbed, 
would undertake to go out to the infurgents and endea- 
vour to prevail on them to difperfe? On this enquiry 
my opinion was, that as the lives of thefe gentlemen 
were in danger from the fury of the foldiery, while 
they continued in prifon, [thought they would comply 
with this requifition. The matter now became public: 
and the prifoners were accordingly vifited by the moft re- 
fpeCtable gentlemen in thetown; feveral requefting of me 
to accompany them to the prifon, for the purpofe of in- 
trodution. Indeed, fo marked was the attention paid" 
to them on this occafion, that an indifferent fpeCtator 
would be'led to’ confider them rather as the governors 
of the town, than as prifoners. On the 28th and’ 
2gth, I had many converfations on this fubje€t, with’ 
the officers and gentlemen of the place, and at length, 
I was myfelf, together with five other yentlemen; (two 
for each of the three prifoners,) bound in five hundred 
pounds feverally ; and meffrs. Harvey, Fitzgerald, and’ 
Colclough themfelves, individually in one thoufand 
pounds fecurity for their appearance at the next aflizes. 
Tt was further conditioned, that although they were ali 
three bailed, two only fhould be at large at any one 
time ; but that they might take their turns of going 

abroad. 
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abroad interchangeably at their difcretion, provided 
one fhould always remain in gaol, as a guarantee for 
the return of thereft. This compact was entered into 
with captain\ Boyd: particularly. Mr. Harvey was 
then fixed on to remain, and meffrs. Fitzgerald and 
Colclough were immediately liberated, and fent out to 
endeavour to prevail onthe people to difperfe. They — 
were efcorted from the gaol by feveral gentlemen, who 
_ conducted them beyond the outpofts; and then a 
yeoman was fent to attend them till they pafled the 
patroles, and fo they fet off towards Ennifcorthy. 


The entire military force at this time in Wexford 
confifted of three hundred of the North Cork militia, 
commanded by colonel Foote; two hundred of the 
Donegal militia, under the direStion of colonel Max- 
well; five troops of yeomen cavalry, viz. thofe of 
Wexford, commanded by captain Boyd; the Ennit- 
corthy, by captain Richards; the Taghmon, by cap- 
tain Cox; the Healthfield, by captain John Grogan ; 
and the Shilmalier, by colonel Lehunte: the infantry 
yeomen were thofe of Wexford, under captain Jacob, 
M. D.; the Ennifcorthy, under captain Pounden; the 
Scarawalfh, under captain Cornock ; and the Shilma- 
lier, under the right hon. George Ogle, with their 
fupplementary men,»altogether as many as their ori- 
ginal number, and two hundred of the townfmen, 
amounting on the whole to twelve hundred men under 
arms ; who, as the town wall was in good condition, 
might defy as many thoufand affailants, not fupported 
by a great fuperiority of ordnance. It would be dif- 
ficult to ftate who held. the chief command then in 
Wexford ; but colonel Watfon, (formerly lieutenant 
colonel in the army,) who now filled the rank of fer- 
jeant in the Shilmalier cavalry, feemed to take the 
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lead, more than any other perfon in the place, in fta~ 
tioning the different pofts ; and really, from the abi- 
lity he difplayed, feemed the fitteft of all prefent to be 
entrufted with the direction of affairs, having left no- 
thing undone, as far as the exigency of the moment 
would allow, to put the town in as pares a fate of 
defence as rene bea r; 


The infurgents, after having taken Ennifcorthy on 
the 28th, encamped that evening on Vinegar- hill: 
Several parties were difpatched from tl.ence, during 
the night, to bring in all the refpeable perfons re- 
maining in the county, with menaces of death in cafe 
of refufal ; their recent fucceffes having rendered them 
alrapethics imperious. ‘One party was particularly 
‘direed to Newcaftle for Mr. John Hay, in whofe 
profeffional talents they placed great confidence, as he 
had been an officer in the French fervice. On being 
fummoned out of his bed to come to camps he endea- 
voured to expoftulate, but all in vain; and at laft, ‘he 
abfolutely refufed going, notwithftanding the moit vio- 
lent threats uttered againft him. Ag length; however, 
menaces proceeded to fuch extremity, that his houfe 
fhould be fet on fire, and he and his family confumed 
within it ; and preparations were inftantly making to 
put their eNboees in actual execution, when turning 
with looks of anguifh and defpair towards his wife and 
daughter, whom he loved moft paffionately, with the 
tendereft emotions he furrendered his judgment for 
their fafety, and was led to Vinegar-hill, where he met 
feveral who had been fummoned thither out of their 
beds as unexpectedly as himfelf ; for- as the military 
had abandoned the whole country, the infurgents, 
who were now the generality of the people, had 
every one who remained, under uncontroulable com- 
mand. 


9.2 
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mand, , Mr. John Hays finding upon’ ‘enquiry, that 
the iauténade had no ammunition, no warlike ftoress 
nor any degree of preparation, ftrongly reiponftrated 
on their defencelefs fituation, reprefenting thar they 
could not poffibly ftand againft a regularly appointed 


military force, as any foldiery knowing their duty; >. 


muft cut them to pieces. Various and confufed were 
the confultations that enfued in this tumultuous affem- 
blage. It was at once propofed, by different perfons 
to attack Rofs, Newtown-Barry, and Gorey, as each 
lay more contiguous to their feveral homes, for Wex- 
ford was then confidered too formidable to be at all 
attempted; while others laboured to perfuade the 
whole body to proceed to their refpective neighbour- 
hoods, to protect them from the ravages of the mili- 
tary; and each party perfifted fo obfiinately in their 
feveral detérminations, as not to yield or liften to any 
teafoning from: another fide, in oppofition to their 
favourite opinions; no kind of concert, no unity of 
defign, no fort of difcipline or organization appearing 
to influence their councils or their conduct ; which 
diftraGtion fufficiently indicates that no pre-concerted 
Go any digefted plan of infurrection exifted in the 
county» previous to the rifing, for in fuch cafe, the 
populace would have been rendered, in fome degrees 
at leaft; fubordinate to fome conftituted authority ; 
whereas they now ated, even after confiderable fuc- 
cefies» not obedient .to any controul, but with the 
greateft anarchy, violence, and confufion. In fine, 
‘each individual dreaded’ the devaftation of his houfe 
or his property ; moft of the multitude was difperied 
and on the way to their feveral homes, in al! direc- 
tions from Vinegar-hill, when fome of them met 
mefirs. Fitz-Gerald and Colcloughs (whofe arrefts 
were publicly knowns) near the village of St. ale 
an 
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and finding them liberated and fent out to them, they 
were immediately welcomed by a general fhout, which 
communicating from one toanother, like eleCtricity, it 
was sécachoed all the way to Ennifcorthy, and fo on to 


the top of Vinegar-bill, and thence through all the 
o-Seountry round. The reverberation of the fhouts thus 
a widely diffufed, arrefted the attention of the aftonifhed 


multitude, who inftantly returned to difcover the caufe 
of fuch fudden exultation; fo that when the deputed 
gentlemen arrived on Vinegar-hill, the camp, fo de- 
ferted but'a moment before, now became as thronged 
as ever. Were it not fufficiently eftablifhed by the 
univerfal acknowledgment of all the inhabitants of 
the county of Wexford, officers and men, who bore a 
part in this infurretion, that there was no concert be- 
tween this rifing and the plan of a general infurrection, 
in and about Dublin; and that it was no more thana 
tumultuary and momentary exertion of popular refift- 
ance to a ftate of things, found or confidered un- 


¢ fapportable, the fole obje& of which was an attempt 


to get rid of oppreffions, and to retaliate with. equal 
violence, what they had been for fome time experi- 
encing ; this inclination of each man, and every body 
of men, to return home, and apply the general force 
to the correction of their individual fufferings, would 
furnifh a ftrong proof of the fa&; as otherwife the 
idea of fome general fyftem, however confufed, would 
be floating in their imagination, and it is the confirmed 
opinion of moft impartial people, that I have heard 
difcufs the fubje&t, that the infurreMion in the county 
of Wexford muft have fubfided at that periad, but for 
this intelligence extraordinary from the town by the © 
deputation of the prifoners, who of neceflity informed — 
the people, that they had been liberated,-and fent out ~ 
for the exprefs purpofe of remonftrating with them ; 

for 
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for this ferved only to concentrate their wavering opi- 
nions, and to point to fome objeét their previoufly fluc- 
tuating determinations. It was but the réefolution of a 
moment to march ina body to attack Wexford. Mr. Fitz- 
Gerald they detained in the camp, and Mr. Colclough 
they fent back to announce their hoftile intentions. 


Mr. Colclough arrived in Wexford early in the 
evening, and waited in the bull-ring, (a fmall fquare in 
the town fo denominated) until the officers and other 
gentlemen in the place had there aflembled, when he 
informed them, in a very audible voice, from on horfe- 
back, that having gone out, according to their direéti- 
ons, to the infurgents on Vinegar-hill, he found, as he 
had already fuggefted before his departure, that he pof- 
feffed no influence with the people, who had ordered 
him to return and announce their determination’ of 
marching to the attack of Wexford ; adding, that they 
had detained Mr. Fitz-Gerald. Mr.Colclough then re- 
quefted to be informed, if it was intended to make fur- 
ther trial of his fervices, or to require his longer atten- 
dance, as otherwife they muft be fenfible how eager 
he muft be to relieve the anxiety of his family by his 
prefence. He was then entreated to endeavour to maii- 
tain tranquillity in his own neighbourhood, which hay- 
ing promifed todo as much as in his power, he called 
at the gaol to vifit Mr. Harvey, with whom he agreed, 
(according to the compact with capt. Boyd) to retura 
next day and take his place in the gaol, and then fet off 
through the barony of Forth, to his own dwelling at 
Ballyteigue, diftant about ten miles from Wexford. 


If any thing could add to the general confternation 
in Wexford, it was to learn the determination of the 
infurgents to come to attack the town. Ships became 

in 
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in greater requifition than ever, and all the veffels in the 
harbour were {towed with amazing numbers, the ftreets 
were quite deferted, and the fhops and lower windows 
of all the houfes were {hut up. Late in the evening as 


two of the Taghmon yeomanry were going home, and 


. 


had proceeded asfaras Areandrifh, about four miles from 
Wexford, they defcried the advanced guard of the infur- 
gents ; with which intelligence they immediately poft- 
ed back with all fpeed to the town, which was already 
in expectation of being attacked every infiant. Every 
degree of vigilance.and precaution was now exerted and 
the military kept on the alert ali night. The portcullis 
on the remarkable wooden-bridge, over the Slaney, was 
hoifted, whereby the greateft part of it was. left de- 
fencelefs, while one piecé of cannon would have per- 
fectly protected the whole 3 and this mifmanagement 
became the more to be regretted as, about break- 
of-days the toll-houfe on the country-fide on the 
end of it was difcovered to be on fire, and burned with 
great fury, the materials being of deal; and pitch 
and tar had been fpread over the entrance of the bridge 
to encreafe the rapidity of the flames. Some boat- 
loads of failors from the harbour were the firft that 
ventured to extinguifh the fire, having taken their 
buckets for the purpofe. Thefe found the place de- 
ferted, as the bufinefs had been executed by a party of 
about twelve infurgents, who fled at their approach, 
The fharp fmoke from the burning wood, drifted by 
the wind, which blew right alon's the bridge, retarded 
much the progrefs of fome yeomen, who at length 
moved toward the fire, but thefe, leaving the failors to 
their own exertions, made a cut acrofs the bridge at 
fome diftance from the conflagration, 2’The fire, how- 
€vers was foon put out, ‘and none of the oak-beamsy 
that principally fupport the bridge, were burnt through, 


the 
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the floor and railings only, which were of deal, being 
confumed. The cries of the women and children 
throughout the town were fo difmal and alarming as 
to roufe the military from their beds; when they had 
fcarcely time to have fallen afleep, fincé they had retired 
from their feveral pofts, to which they were thus fum- 
moned back ina hurry to repel the attack of an enemys 
which was every moment expeCted. The infurgents 
were now encamped on the Three-rocks, the end of 
the low ridge of the mountain of Forth, about three, 
miles from Wexford, and did not feem fo willing to ad- . 
vance as was apprehended in the town. 


General Fawcett having ordered his forces to follows 
fet out: alone from Duncannon-fort on the evening of 
“the 29th, and ftopped at Taghmon, where he lay down 
to reft until his advanced-guard fhould arrive. -Capt. 
Adams-of the Meath militia, with feventy men of his 
regiment, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, with 
two howitzers, arrived from Duncannon-fort in the 
courfeof the night, at Taghmon, where not finding, as 
they expected, the 13th regiment, or Meath militias 
and not knowing any thing about the general, after a 
fhort halt they marched on towards. Wexford, appre- 
hending no kind of interruption. They had already 
afcended the road along the fide of the mountain of 
Forth, when perceived by the out pofts of the infur- 
gents, who poured down upon them with fuch rapidity, 
that they were in a few minutes cut off, except enfign 
Wade and fixteen ‘privates who were taken prifoners. 
The magazine was blown up in the conflict, which 
_ circumftance rendered the howitzers not fo great a 
prize as they otherwife would have been to the vi&ors. 
General Fawcett, on getting out of bed, having learned 
the fate of his advanced’guard, ordered the 13th and 
Eg the 
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the reft ofthe troops, who had, by this time, comé up;' 
to retreat to Duncannon-fort, whither he alfo feroff 


in great hafte himfelf. 


From Wexford, in the courfe of the morning, vaft 
erowds of people were obferved affembling on the high 
ground, over Ferry-bank, at the country fide of the 
wooden-bridge, which contributed not a little to heighten 
the alarm already prevailing in the town. The different 
pofts on the town-wall were guarded with the utmoft 
vigilance, and entrufted to the protéGtiun of the yeo- 
man infantry, fupplementaries, and armed inhabitants, 
while the North Cork militia undertook to de- 
“fend the barracks. It was expected that general 
Fawcett, now {uppofed on his march from Taghmon 
to Wexford, muft fallin with the infurgents, and thus 
keep them fo well employed on that fide as to afford a 
favourable’ opportunity for a fally from the town to 
atuack them on:the other. It was therefore refolved 
to try the fuccefs of this manoeuvre, and accordingly 
Colonel Maxwell, with two hundred of the Denegal 
militia, and colonel Watfon, with the Wexford, En- 
nifcorthy, Taghmon, Healthfield, and Shilmalier yeo- 
men cavalry, marched out to the encounter. They had 
advanced as far as Belmont, when colonel Watfon, ea- 
ger to reconnoitre, proceeded up the hill, farther than 
prudence would permit, and was fhot from one of the 
out-pofts of the infurgents. The Donegall militia then 
retreated to Wexford, preceded by the cavalry, who 
prefled upon them very much along the road. Imme- 
diately after this a hafty councilof war was held, at 
which it was determined to evacuate the town. 


i A general and gloomy confternation now prevailed ; 
every countenance appeared clouded and diftruftful, 
and 
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and every perfon was cautious and circumfpe& how he 
fpoke or aSted, as all confidence was entirely done 
away, and each individual thought only of his own 
perfonal fafety. Some yeomen and fupplementaries 
‘who, during the whole of the morning, had been ftati- 
oned in the ftreet oppofite the gaol, were heard con- 
tinually to threaten to put all the prifoners to death ; 
which fo roufed the attention of the gaoler to protect 
his charge, that he barricaded the door ; and on hear- 
ang of a furrender, to manifeft more ftrongly the fince- 
rity of his intentions, he delivered up the key to Mr. 
Harvey. This gentleman was, indeed, fo apprehenfive 
of violence, that he had climbed up infide a chimney, 
where he had lain concealed a confiderable time, when 
fome gentlemen called upon him, but could not gain ad- 
‘ snittance until they gave the ftrongeft affurances of their 
pacific intentions. Upon being admitted at length, they 
ftill found him up the chimney, and while fo fituated, 
entreated him to go out to the camp of the infurgents 
and announce to them the furrender of the town, on 
condition that lives and properties fhould be fpared. 
Mr. Harvey made anfwer, that as the infurgents onthe 
Three-rocks were not from his neighbourhood, and as 
he was not himfelf at all known to them, he imagined 
he could have no kind of influence with them, adding, 
| that they might poflibly confider him even as an enemy. 
He was then requefted to write to them, which he de- 
clared himfelf willing todo in any manner that might 
be judged moft advifable. When he had thus confent- 
ed, it became a tafk of no little difficulty to bring him 
out of his lurking-place, as in the defcent his clothes 
were gathered up about his fhoulders, fo that it re- 
quired good affiftance to pull him out of the chimney 
by the heels. When he had arranged his apparel, and 
adjufted himfelf fo as to put off the appearance of 2 

een chimney- 
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chimney-fweeper, about two hours before the troops 
retreated from Wexford, Right hon. George Ogle, 
captain of the Shilmalier infantry, Cornelius Grogan, 
John Grogan, captain of the Healthfield cavalry, James 
Boyd, captain of the Wexford cavalry, Solomon 
Richards, captain of the Ennifcorthy cavalry, Ifaac 
Cornock, captain of the Scarawalfh infantry, and Edward 
Turner of the Shilmalier cavalry, all magiftrates, 
along with lieutenant-colonel Collville of the 13th 
regiment of foot, and lieutenant-colonel Foote of the 
North Cork militia, vifited Mr. Harvey in the gaol, 
and, at their exprefs requeft, he wrote the following 
notice to the infurgents onthe mountain of Forth: — 

<«* Ehave been treated in prifon with all poffible hu- 
«¢ manity, and am now at liberty. I have procured 
the liberty of all the prifoners. If you pretend to 
chriftian charity, do not commit mafflacre, or burn 


the property of the inhabitants, and {pare your pri- 
‘ foners’ lives.” 


“ 
n 


A 


¢ 


a 


€ 


a 


cB. B. HARVEY. 
¢e Wednefday, goth May, £798. if 


- This note was undertaken to be forwarded by ——. 
Doyle, a yeoman of the Healthfield cavalry, who of- 
fered to volunteer on this hazardous fervice, when the 
propofal was made to his corps by captain John Grogan. 

Hfe had the precaution to put off his uniform, and to 
drefs himfelf in coloured clothes; but when ready to 
fet off he was difcovered to be a roman catholic, and 
therefore reflected upon, for fo the whifper went about, 
| © how could a papift be trufled 2—The © yeoman finding 
his zeal meet with a reception fo contrary to his. ex- 
pectation, again put on his uniform and retreated with 
Ais captain ; thus proving hhimfelf to the full as loyal 
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as any of thofe who on’ the occafion difplayed ‘their 
illiberality, which even common policy, it might be 
well imagined, fhould reprefs at fo critical a junQure. 
Doéor Jacob then propofed the enterprize to his corps, 
and counfellor Richards with his brother Mr. Loftus 

| Richar ds, were appointed to go out to the Three-rocks 
on this expedition, to announce the furrender of the 
town to the infurgents, whofe camp they reached in 
fafety, though clad in full uniform. —Scarcely had 
thefe deputies fet out upon their miffion, when all the 
military Corps, a part of one only excepted, made the 
beft of their way out of town. Every individual of 
them feemed to partake of a general panic, and fet off 
whitherfoever they imagined they could find fafety, 
without even acquainting their neighbours on duty of 
their intentions, The principal inhabitants whofe fer- 
vices had been accepted of for the defence of the town 
were moftly catholics, and, according to the prevalent 
fyftem, were fubject to the greateft infults and reflexi- 
ons. They were always placed in front of the pofts 
and cautioned to behave well, or that death fhould be 
the confequence. Accordingly perfons were placed 
behind them to keep them to their duty, and thefe 
: were fo watchful of their charge, that they would not 
even permit them to turn about their heads, and yet 

/ thefe determined heroes were the very firft to run off 
on the apprehended approach of real danger. Thus 
were the armed inhabitants left at their pofts, aban- 
doned by their officers, and a@tually ignorant of the 
flight-of the foldiery, until the latter had been miles 
out of the town, and were therefore left no poffible 
means of retreating. Lieutenant William Hughes of 
the Wexford infantry, with a few of his corps, was, it 
feems, the only part of the military, left uninformed of 
the intended retreats and this was owing to his being 
detached 
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detached with thefe few yeomen to defend a diftant part 
of the town-wall, and he-and they were apprized of 
their fituation, as were alfo the armed inhabitants, only 
by the approach of the infurgents ; fo that Mr. Hughes 
‘and his few yeomen, together with the armed inhabi- 
tants, are the only people that can be-faid not to have 
abandoned their pofts in Wexford on this: occafion. 
The confafion and difmay, which prevailed was fo 
great, as no kind of fignal for retreat had been given, 
that officers and privates ran promifcuoufly through 
the town, threw off their uniforms, and hid themfelves 
wherever they thought they could be beft concealed. 
Some ran to the different quays, in expectation of find- 
ing boats to convey them off, and threw their arms and 
ammunition into the water. All fuch as could accom- 
plith it embarked on board the veffels in the harbours 
having previoufly turned their horfes loofe. Some ran 
to the gaol to put themfelves under the protection of 
Mr. ‘Harvey. Officers, magiftrates, and yeomen, of 
every defcription thus feverally endeavoured to efcape 
popular vengeance ; and in the contrivance of changing 
apparel, as there was not a fufficiency of men’s clothes 
at hand for all thofe who fought fafety by this means, 
female attire was fubftituted for the purpofe of difguife. 
In fhort, it is impoffible that a greater appearance of 


_ confufion, tumult or panic could be at all exhibited. 


The North Cork regiment on quitting the barracks fet 
them on fire, which, however, was immediately put 
out. Lieutenants Bowen and Paye, with enfign Har- 
man; and fome ferjeants and privates of this regiment 

remained in the town. 


It has been already obferved, that thoufands of 
people were {een to affemble, during the entire morn- 
ing, on a hill over Ferry-bank, marching and counter- 

a marching 
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marching in hoftile appearance, and feemingly waiting 
only for the moment that the town would be abandoned 
by the military, to take pofleffion of it themfelves ; 
but their entrance, when this took place, was retarded, 
until boards were procured to fupply the place of the 
flooring of the wooden-bridge, where it had been 
burnt. In the mean time, mefiis. Richards, after hav- 
ing run great rifque, arrived at the camp at Three- 
rocks, and making known that they were deputed to 
_ inform the people, that the town of Wexford would 
be furrendered to them, on condition of {paring lives 
and properties; thefe terms would. not be complied 
with, unlefs the arms and ammunition of the garrifon 
were alfo furrendered. Mr. Loftus Richards was there- 
fore \detained as a hoftage, and counfellor Richards 
and Mr. Fitz-Gerald were fent, back to the town, to 
fettle and arrange the articles of capitulation; but 
thefe gentlemen on their arrival, to their great afto- 
nifhment, found the place abandoned by the military. 
‘The bridge being at this time nearly made paflable, ~ 
the vaft concourfe of people that had collected at the 
other fide of the Slaney, was juit ready to pour in and 
take unconditional poffeflion of the town. It was 
therefore neceflary to treat with thefe, (it being yet 
unknown who they were;) in order to prevent the 
mifchiefs. likely to enfue from fuch a tumultuary influx 
-of people. Dodétor Jacob, then mayor of the town 
and captain of the Wexford infantry, therefore, en- 
treated Mr. Fitz-Gerald to move towards the bridge, 
and announce to the people rufhing in, that the town 
was furrendered ; and to ufe every other argument, 
that his prudence might fuggeft, to make their-entry 
as peaceable as poflible. Mr. Fitz Gerald complied; 
and inftantly after this communication, thoufands of 
people poured into the town, over the wooden-bridge, 

fhouting 
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fhouting and exhibiting all marks of extravagant and 
victorious exultation. They firft proceeded to the gaol, 
releafed all the prifoners, and infifted that Mr. Harvey 
fhould become their commander. . All the houfes in 
town, not abandoned by the inhabitants, now be- 
came decorated with green boughs, or green ornaments 
of one defcription or another. The doors were uni- 
verfally thrown open, and the moft liberal offers made 
of fpirits and drink of every kind, which however 
were not as freely accepted, until the perfons offering 
had firft drank themfelves, as a proof that the liquor 
was not poifoned, a report having prevailed to that 
effect ; and which was produtive of this good confe- 
quence, that it prevented rapid intoxication, and of . 
courfe, in the beginning, lamentable exceffes. 


The infurgents having now got complete poffeffion of 
the town of Wexford, many perfons who had been 
yeomen, after having thrown off their uniforms, 
affected a cordial welcome for them, and endeavoured; 
by an exhibition of all the figns and emblems of the 
united Iniihmen, to convince them of their fworn 
friendfhip ; and it is indeed not a little remarkable, 
that many of thofe who, in this change of affairs, 
boldly marched out, as occafion-demanded, to meet 
the king’s forces, now difplay themfelves as ftaunch 
orangemen of unimpeachable loyalty. Almoft every 
perfon in the town threw open their doors with offers 
of refrefhment and accommodation to the infurgents ; 
and the few, who did not, Tuffered by plunders 
their fubf¥ance being confidered as enemy’s — pro- 
perty. Some of all defcriptions indeed fuffered:in 
their property by plunder, on deferting their houfes 
and leaving none to protect or take care of them. 
‘The houfe of captain Boyd was a fingular exception. 

It 
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Tt was, though’ not deferted, pillaged, and exhibited 
_ marks of the hatred and vengeance of the people. 


As the ftation of the infurgents’ camp on the Three- 
rocks, on the eaftern end of the mountain of Forth» 
only three miles from Wexford, commanded a full 
view of the conflagrations and other exceffes com- 
mitted by the military, it required the utmoft exertion 
and prudential efforts of their chiefs, and of others in 
whom they placed any confidence, to preveut them 
from rufhing into the town and taking inconfiderate - 
vengeance, being utterly ignorant of its abandonment 
by the troops, and unacquainted with the fact of its 
being poffeffed by a different party. They entered the 
town however, in tolerable temper, but all modera- 
tion was banifhed upon difcovering that the arms and 
ammunition had not been furrendered, fo that it was 
with the utmoft difficulty the town was preferved from 
being fet on fire and confumed ; the inhabitants being 
charged with treafon:for not infifting on and feeing 
this article executed. After various feenes of diforder, 
hurry and confufion, naturally attendant on fuch occa- 
fions, parties were difpatched.in boats to bring on fhore 
all the men, arms and ammunition they could find in 
the fhips, and other veffels in the harbour, which in 
_ tbe morning had fallen down towards the bar, neither 
wind or tide being favourable’; two only out of the 
whole had actually failed for Wales. By thefe means; 
all the men, as well yeomen as other inhabitants, 
were dire@ly brought on fhore in the evening, andthe 
veffels with the women and children immediately fol- 
lowed to the quay. 


Amidft this fcene of tumult and confafion, not eafily 
conceivable to any one who has not witnefled popular 
Q commotions 
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commotion, while all wifhed’ to accommodate them: 
felves as much as poflible to’ the exigency of the mo- 
ment, and to appear the friends of their newly deno- 
minated conquerors, it was ludicrous to obferve a 
gorgeous military uniform; clandeftinely changed for 


,loathfome, tattered rags, with more addrefs and expe~ 
dition, than a€tors on the dramatic flage affume dif-’ 
. ferent dreffes and appearances. 


Among thofe brought on thore from'the fhips, was’ 
Mr. John Boyd, brother to captain James Boyd of the’ 
Wexford cavalry. He was immediately recognifed;: 
and he and his family being obnoxious to the people; 
he ran off .on landing, was chafed, ‘overtaken, piked 
and left for dead; but he lived in excruciating agony 
until the next morning, when he expired. TI had been: 
brought out’of one of the fhips myfelf, and, on land® 
ing, was proceeding through’ the general confufion,’ 
when arriving near the bull-ring, a man of the 
name of George Sparrow, a butcher from Ennif- 
corthy, chafed by the people through the ftreets,° 
ran up to me and clafped me round thé body, 
imploring prote¢tion—befeeching I might fave him: 
T inftantly endeavoured as much as in my power to 
give hith faccour, and to defend him by exteading my 
arms and body over him, while fwords and’ pikes were 
pointed-and brandifhed for his deftruftion;- but my 
endeavours proving ineffectual, and rather dangerous 
to myfelf, and the unfortunate man perceiving I could’ 
not afford the proteStion I intended, buift from meé3° 


and while I lay proftrate in the ftreet, occafioned by 


his effort to get off, he had not ran many yards when 


‘he was deprived of exiftence. Some ladies who were 


fo fituated at the inftant, as to be fpectators of the 
fcene, have fince affured me, they thought I had been 
alfo killed at that moment; and confidering the 

dreadfak 
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dveadfal circumftances, I think it moft ,providential, 
‘jthat when thrown down, I was not regarded as-the 
devoted viim by the infuriate populace. To defcribe 
my feelings on this occafion, would:be utterly impof- 
fible. sUthered into the,town againft my will, to wit- 
nefs, inthe firft onfet, fuch a fpecimen of popular 
wwengeance, and naturally imagining that adls of the 
like violence were perpetrating in every quarter of 
the town, I;could have but little expectation of efcape; 
‘particularly when-the dreadful denunciation refounded 
in my,ears, that the people would put .every one. to 
death who would-dare,to decline joining.chem,; .and 
‘indéed, in confequence of this ,menacing cry, many 
gentlemen who boatt of Joyal as, \the very contrary 
of truth,) I have ebfervedto have gone farther on the 
oppofite fide, than could be confidered, :either fince or 
‘before, confiftent with their. honour or, their fafety. 


The town, of Wexford was not only moft fhamefully 
abandoned,. but even furrendered, to all intents a 
purpofes, when it might have been ealily defended, 
although no-one will now acknowledge having: been 
concerned in fo fcandalous-a tranfaion ;-and, notwith- 
ftanding that the very, perfons who. eiks to have.been 
its moft ‘ftrenuous proteStors, from their fituation and 
circumflances, were not,only the firft,to yield it and 
fly fo ‘clandeftinely, as ito put it utterly ,out of the 
power of all others befides.themfelves.to retreat ; but 

eft even their own’ wives.and families to, the mercy of 
fe irritated’and.ungovernable multitude. In any other 
country, fach-a-manifeft-dereliGtion of duty would be 
punifhed in the moft.exemplary manner, the lives of 
fuch craven deferters would be forfeited for the mife- 
ries they occafioned ; but in ill-fated Ireland, a difplay 
of unprincipled enmity and illiberal animofity to the 
Q 2 great 
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great bulk of its people, conftitutes loyalty and defert 
fufficient to wipe away the blame of mifcondu&, and 
even to obliterate the indelible fligma of cowardice. 
The condué of the inhabitants of Wexford, in accom- 
modating themfelves to the circumftances of the mo- 
ment, after their abandonment, muft be confidered as 
totally blamele/s; particularly of fuch as fubfequently 
took the earlieft opportunity of returning to their 
allegiance. Of all laws, that of felf-prefervation is 
acknowledge! the moft imperious, and to attain this in 
times of civ. l commotion, compliance with the exigen- 
cies of the inftant is indifpenfable, and warranted by 
the irrefifiible force of neceffity ; for otherwife, as all 
moral writers agree, there would be an end of juftice 
and civilization. _ Allowances have certainly been 
made for numbers, whofe condué@, in an abftrafed point 
of view, was evidently treafonable, but perfeétly excu- 
fable, confidering the fituation in which they were 
placed, by the fundamental laws of all nations of re- 
gulated fociety.. But why an exculpation fhould hold 
good for fome individuals, and not for all thofe in a 
fimilar predicament, is a paradox not happily explained 
by arguments derived from the fources of bigotry and 
religious prejudice, With cordial fatisfaQion I ac- 
knowledge it perfectly juft, that proteftants have been 
generally exculpated of treafon, on the ground of the 


_ urgency of circumftances, but why catholics fhould 


be excluded f:om the like charitable confideration, will 
not be fairly or eafily anfwered by thofe who would 
fain exhibit the unfortunate conteft of this period, a 
war of religion, which, upon the whole, had but very 


little to do in it, till forced into action by the upholders 


of prejudice. 


‘Thofe 
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Thofe of the military who firft retreated from Wex- 
ford, were part of the North Cork regiment, com- 
manded by captain Snowe; and the Scarawalfh infantry 
under captain Cornock. Thefe, in their flight, mer 
Mr. Colclough with his lady in a phaeton, coming to 
releafe Mr. Haivey, by taking his place in the “gaol, 
according to his promife the preceding evening. On 
falling in with the troops, Mr. and Mrs. Colclough 
were ordered to wheel about, and led along, while 
fwords drawn and piftols cocked, threatened their 
lives on either fide, if the people fhould attempt to 
attack the military. Mr. Colclough was frequently 
ordered to ftand up and wave his hat to feveral 
groupes, who were feen colleéted on the rifing 
grounds, led by curiofity, from the difturbed ftate of 
the country, to obferve what was going forward. 
Thefe fignals were for the people not to approach, 
-with which they complied, and fo the parties got fafe 
to the Scar at Barrystown, where Mr. Colclough 
and his lady were difmiffed without further violence. 
The next divifion of the military, who made their ap- 
pearance at the Scar, were part of the Wexford cavalry 
under captain Boyd; who had himfelf, it feems, at firft 
attempted to get off by fea, but notwithftanding that 
he moft pathetically entreated a friend of his, who had 
~ juft put off in a boat only a few yards from the quay, 
to return and take him on board, yet fo ftrongly did 
the motive of felf prefervation operate upon the perfon, 
that he refufed to comply. The captain then feized 
upon his horfe, which he had before turned loofe, 
‘mounted dire&tly, and overtook colonel Maxwell on 
the road, with whom however he did not continue ; — 
but drove forward with all fpeed, till he arrived at Mr. 
King’s of Barrys-town. After getting fome refreih- 
ment here, he and fome favourites of his corps em- 
barked 
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barked on board.a boat, theitide being too high to pafs 
otherwife, and fo proceeded jin fafety to Duncannon- 
fort. Mr. ‘Colclough amet -feveral of thefe flying gen- 
try at Barryftown, andthe imprefion of their fears wag 
fuch, that they all declared that a revolution muft in- 
evitably fucceed in the nation, for that as therrifing was 
general, (fo they then fuppofed it to -be) nothing could 
withftand ‘the people.—They even congratulated Mr. 
Colclough on the happinefs.of not being obliged.to quit 
his countrys-as he had taken no ative part againft the 
people, and as his recent confinement, on fufpicion of 
being their friend, was greatly in «his: favour. They 
next pathetically, many of them in fobs \and tears, la- 
mented the unfortunate necefiity under which they lay 
of quitting their native land,.as they feared the people 
would confider their former -exertions fo inimical’ ‘to 
their interefts, as to render it unfafe for them. to remain 
in the country; and -afterthis they took‘ cordial leave : 
of Mr. Coiclough. The efcape of Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob was-moft wonderful, as avhen he had gone out 
with the troops that advanced towards. the Three-rockis, 
before any others had thoughts of retreating, he. got off. 
under the mountain, and by keeping bye-roads,, he moft 
providentially arrived in Rofs, where confidering the 
fiate of the country he did not f{top, but haftened to 
Waterford, and was finally induced to fail for England. 


Had the retreaters the prefence of mind to wait atthe 
Scar until the tide fhould have fallen, they would have 
been able'to have proceeded with much igreater eafe 
than they did to Duncannon-fort. Their halting there 
would probably have enabled many of the ftragglers, 
aumbers of whom were cut off) to come up with them, 
and it would have takem much lefs time than it. did by 
‘the circuicous route which they ‘adopted; but their pa- 

nic 
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fic and trepidation were’, fuch, that they believed the 
infargents were at their heels, which brought them into 
great hardfhips, during a confufed and precipitate 
Hight, continued “even through the night, which occa- 
fioned matty to lag behind, who'thereby became devoted 
#iGims of deftruAton; the caufe of which we ‘hall 
prefently have occafion to mention. The laft cf the 
military that left Wexford were the Donegal militia, 
commanded by colonel Maxwell, accompanied by co~ 
lionel Colville, captain Younge, and lieutenant Sodeny 
of thé 13th foot; the remaining part of the North 
€ork regiment, headed by colonel Foote, the Shilma- 
ier yeomen infantry, under the right hon, George Ogles 
‘and the Ennifcorthy infantry under captain Pounden, 
with fome of the Wexford infantry, fome of the Wex- 
ford, Shilmalier, and Ennifcorthy cavalry ; and the 
rere was brought up by the Healthfield cavalry, under 
captain John Grogan; who covered the retreat. Thefe 
were followed and overtaken by captain Boyd, and a 
few of histroop, who pufhed forward till they came up 
with the van of the retreaters as before related. 


Great numbers of people, from motives of curiofitys 
affembled in different groupes to view the military in 
their paflage through the country, not imagining that 
they fhould be any more molefted than they had been 
by the firft parties who pafied them quietly by ; and 
had any general orders to this effect been iffued to the 
yetreating troops, it is probablethey would have been at- 
tended to and produétive of good effe&t ; bur although 
colonel Colville did all in his power to prevent the fol- 
diery from firing on the people, yet his humane and 
wife remonftrances were not fuccefsful. The firft vic- 
tims of military fury, however, on the retreat, were 


€wo men found, with arms, in a houfe in Wexford, near 


.} 
% WieE4re 
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where the Shilmalier yeomen infantry, commarided b¥ 
the right hon. George Ogle, had been ftationed in the 
town. Thefe upon he evacuation were brought away - 
hy the corps and fhot at Maglafs, where the foldierss 
giving a loofe to their rage, purfued the unoffending 
populace, and fhot numbers of them, who endeavoured 
to conceal thernfelves in the ditches which were well. 
fearched for their difcovery. The roman catholic 
chapel of Maglafs was fet on fire, as were a great many 
other houfes in the courfe of their march, while others 
were plundered ; and not a countryman that was feen 
and overtaken could efcape being facrificed to military 
vengeance: nay, not unfrequently did neither feminine 
weaknefs nor helplefs infancy afford proteCtion, as they 
obtained, in feveral inflancess no mercy from the indif- 
ctiminate fury of the retreating troops, who immolated 
fome of the women and children of the affrighted pea- 
fantry, as they fell in their way. Thefe acts of unpro- 
voked, cold: blooded, and unmanly cruelty, were aveng- 
ed on the poor ftragglers, who were, by any cafualty, 
-feparated from the retreating body, as the exafperated 
country peonie. goaded as they had been, confidered 
every perfon in a military garb as a fanguinary and re- 
lentlefs enemy. Several foldiers who had been followed 
by their wives and children, were induced to {tay behind 
to afford them affifiance on fo diftrefing a march, 

which coft many of them their lives; but none of, the 
women or children was intentionally ae by the people: 
even fome children who were abandoned by, or loft their 
parentson this occafion, are filly emaining in the countrys 

cherifhed and proteMed bythe inhabitants. The tide ftill 
continuing too high, at the Scar, for even the rere of the 
retreating troops to pafs, they took the likecircuitousroute 
withthe reft, and arrived at Duncannon-fort onthe morn- 
ing ofthe 31ft of May; worn out with hardfhip and fatigues 
having 
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having loft many of their men, and in the utmoft con- 
fufion and diforder. 


On the night of the goth, thetown of Wexford, cons 
ficlering all that had happened, was remarkably quiet, 
all finding repofe necelfary, after their various hard- 
{hips. Inthe evening vaft numbers went to vifit their 
feveral dwellings in the country, to be informed of the 
condition of their families and properties ; buft very early 
on the morning of the 3rft, the ftreets were as crowded 
as before, and the confufion and plunder of the day pre- 
ceding now recommenced. The people were much 
difcontented with the inhabitants for not. detaining for 
their ufe, the arms and ammunition of the garrifonl; as 
the entire of their military ftores at this time amounted 
to no more than three barrels of gunpowder found in 
the barracks, a few hundred of cartridges, with fome 
odd cafks and pounds. of powder found in fhops and 
gentlemens’ houfes. Their difcontent foon proceeded 
to threats againtt different individuals, and amongft the 
“reft againft Mr. Fitz~Gerald, who had gone home the 
night before, and was not asyet returned. He was at 
once accufed of having betrayed the people, vengeance 
was vowed againft him and he was threatened with in- 
{tant death. On his appearance foon after, however; 
the ferment fubfided as inftantaneoufly and unaccounta- 
bly as it had at firft originated. The principal inhabi- 
tants of Wexford very naturally wifhed to get rid of 
thefe troublefome intruders, and to effeét this defirable 
object fuch of the better fort as had any influence with 
the multitude lent their cordial affiftance ; ‘and they at 
length fucceeded. The infurgents were induced to 
move out of the town and encamp on the Windmill- 
hills, where after much confufed confultation they di- 
vided into two, bodies, one of which, confifting of thofe 
R whe 
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who inhabited the Wexford-fide of the Slaney, marched’ 
to Taghmon. As in fuch a mixed multitude there’ muft 
be many of all difpofitions, it is not wonderful that 
there were fome who would inciteto and pra¢tife outrage. 
Some of this defcription of perfons hunted for orange- 
men, whom they denominated their enemies; while 
others, imitating the condu& of the military on the 
day before, but in a far lefs degree, plundered private 
/ property, burnt the houfes of four refpectable farmerss 
and put one man to death on their way to Taghmon, 
outfide of which town they encamped for that night: 
The other divifion of the infurgents, confifting of the 
inhabitants of that part of the county north of the Sla- 
ney» directed their march towards Gorey, and in the 
courfe of their progrefs, burned the houfes of fomée 
whom they confidered as enemies, plundered othersy 
and encamped that night on the hill of Carrigrew. 
The encamipment, on Vinegar-hill, by the bye; conti+ 
nued a permanent one during the whole. period: of the’ 


. gnfurrection.: 


As it is an incontrovertible fa@, that’ before this pe 
tiod, there were fewer united Ivifhmen in the county of 
/Wexford, than in any other part of Ireland, and thefe 


’- few only fworn, as has been already obferved, in a de- 


tached manner, unconnected by any organization, it is 
amazing to think with what fuccefs the infurre@tion ap- 
pears to have been attended in jts commencement ;— 
that a people thus roufed all of a fudden, without any 
previous preparation, fliould gain fuch fignal advan- 
tages;—if further proof were at all neceffary.of the 
little progrefs made by the fyftem of the united. Irifh- 
men in the county of Wexford, anterior to the rifing, 
in addition to no return of numbers being even “ftated 
to have been made from thence by any leaders, that 
proef 
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proof would be amply fupplied by the vaft numbers 
‘that eagerly came forward; deliring tobe {worn, upon 
thefe firft fucceffes: for, in the exifting ftate of the 
country, at this juncture, when mens’ minds were to- 
tally unmafked, and all difguife thrown away, it may 
be fairly implied, that all who might have been pre- 
vioufly {worn would not fail to come forward and take 
advantage of fuch“circumftance, by boafting, in the 
moment of exultation, of prior concern in a fyftem; 
then confidered univerfally prevalent through theifland, 
and of the final fueccefs of which the leaft doubt was 
not entertained at this period : befides, at this crifis it 
is natural to conclude, that had any organization here- 
tofore exifted, the chofen chiefs would be induced to 


declare themfelves and aflume their ftations, for had 


they concurred in their appointment when they ran 
every rifk of legal punifhment, before the actual break- 
ing out of the infurreStion, now that it was believed 
victorious and univerfal, they muft feel every encou- 
ragement to a&t’without referve and with their utmoft 
vigour; but the fact was abfolutely otherwife, as moft 
of the leaders, throughout the difturbances in Wexford, 
acted, in their feveral fiations, from the irrefiftible force 
of compulfion and conftraint after it had actually exift- 
ed ; whatever reprefentations by furmife or prefumption | 
may have appeared to the contrary. Another circum- 
ftance of general mifreprefentation is, that the infur- 
rection in the county of Wexford was. conneéted with 
the difturbances in other parts of the nation; while no- 


- thing can be more contrary to truth, as onthe arreft of 


the Leinfter delegates, aflembled at a provincial meet-~ 
ing in Bridge ftreet, in Dublin, on the 12th of March, 
1798, there was not adelegate or any return of numbers: 
from the county of Wexford, as evidently appears 
from the reports of the fecret committees of both 
tera. houfes 
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houfes of the Irifh parliament ; and during the whole 

period of its continuance this county was befet on all fides 

with troops, fo as to be completely infulated, and, there- 

fore no efficient intercourfe could exift between it-and 

any other part of Ireland ; for fearcely any one could, in 

pafling to or from it, efcape detection, fave in avery few 
inftances, in which, whether by connivance or other- 

wife, fome perfons from the adjoining counties paffed 

intoit, and fome of the natives out of it, but as neither 

returned to their refpe&tive homes during the time fpe- 

cified, fuch inftances cannot effectually militate againft 

the general pofition here laid down, from incontrover-_ 
tible facts, in oppofition to any unqualified affertion 
and groundlefs conjecture : in fa@, as there was no pre- 
concerted plan of infurreftion in the county of Wex- 
ford, there was no fimilarity of circumftances or oc- 
cafion between that andthe commotion in any other 
part of Ireland, except in the cafual incidents of their 
happening at the fame time, and that perhaps the peo- 
ple of other counties expected like effects from their 
own condué with thofe hoped for by the people of the 
county of Wexford from their own, to refcuethemfelves 
from apprehended extermination, which they thought — 
could not be effeCted otherwife than by the moft de- 
termined refiftance. Thefe facts are thus ftated to dif- 
abufe the public, as the dire&t contrary, on mere fur- 
mife, has been roundly afferted, and pretty generally 
believed, en exaggerated nhc eee 


Now, that the infurreétion of the county of Wexford 
was at its height, there exifted no kind of fubordination 
or controul; individuals affumed the privilege of in- 
dulging een own difpofitions, ‘and of gratifying pri- 
vate malice. The unruly populace were furious and 
ungovernable; and many of = ee remained 

in 
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in Wexford afterthe great ‘body of the infurgents had re- 
tired from the town: they feized ‘upon and lodged in the 
gaol many perfons from all parts of the furrounding 
country, who had fled thither for proteGtion, and were 
now endeavouring to conceal themfelves in the differ- 
ent houfes of their friends, to efcape popular refent- 
ment. Many former piques, however remote or trivial 

they might have begn, were avenged in this manner; 
fo that on the 31ft of May the gaol of Wexford Beenie 
abfolutely crowded. On this very day Mr. Harvey, 
who had been releafed from confinement by the people, 
as foon asthey took poffeffion of the: town, and was by 
them appointed, whether he would or no, their com~ 
mander in chief, had engaged feveral gentlemen, among 
whom there were many apprehenfive of popular vio- 
lence, to an entertainment at his former lodgings, which 
he had then refumed ; and all thefe he naturally fep- 
pofed under effeQtual preieioh with him, from the na-~ 
ture of his appointment, againft all popular outrage ;— 
but he foon had lamentable proof how groundlefs were 
his fond expeétations. In the evening foon after dinner, 
agreat mob of country people aflembled in the ftreet be- 
fore the houfe, fome of whom knocked violently at the 
door, and infifted that Mr. Turner, whom they knew 
to be within, fhould be delivered up to them, to be put 
to death, for having burned fome of their houfes. I was 
one of thofe invited by Mr. Harvey, and, as Mr. Tur- 
ner was aimoft particular friend of mine; I inftantly went 
out, and was, as I fondly imagined, fo far fuccefsful as 
to prevail on the populace to retire; but to my great 
mortification they returned fhortly after, and infifled 
with redoubled violence, on Mr. Turner’s being 
brought out tothem. Myr. Fitz-Gerald who had now 
come tomy afliftance, and myfelf, urged every argument 
that friendfhip could fuggeft, to difluade them from their 
dreadful 
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dreadful purpofe, and Mr. Harvey alfo interpofed forthe - 
fame intent, by which means the multitude was once 

more induced to retire. It was but for a fhort time how- 

ever, as they quickly came back to the houfe with 

more violence and fury than before; a fhot was now 

fired at the door, as the firft notice of their approach, 

and they reiterated their demand with the loudeft and 

moft defperate vociferations. Some of the gentlemen, ~ 
who on that day dined with Mr. Harvey, now came 
out, and all cheir united entreaties and remonftrances 
could obtain from the enraged multitude was, that Mr. 
Turner might be lodged in the gaol to,abide his trial, 
but the demagogues denounced that if he was not fent 
thither dire@ly, Mr. Fitz-Gerald and Mr. Hay (mean- 
ing.myfelf,;) mult forfeit their lives. This roufed the 
friendly feelings of Mr. Turner, who had overheard 
all that paffed, and he accordingly requefted he mig he 
be brought to gaol, as ‘the only place of fafety in his 
opinion, when neither the houfe nor the interference of: 
his friends or the chief commander could enfure him 
protection ; as could not indeed the houfe of any one, 
at this perturbed period, as thofe of the greateft abet- 
tors and reputed favourites and fupporters of the 
people, were fearched and violated by forcibly taking 
out of them numbers of people denominated enemies. 


Thefe outrages determined many to furrrender them- 
felves, in order to be fent to gaol, in hopes of greater 
fecurity, as well as it induced-others to remain in con- 
finement, from fimilar expe@ancy of protection from 
the refentment of their neighbours. From confidera- 


- tions of this nature, Mr. Harvey, conftrained as he 


was to conduct Mr. Turner to the gaol, releafed from 
thence every other perfon not violently accufed, and 


the 
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the number was confiterable whom he thought to 
be obnoxious to, but by thefe méans fecure from the 
intemperate vengeance of the people. During the 
firft days of the infurreGion, indeed any perfon of 
previous popular charaéter, could releafe a friend from. 
confinement, but fuch interferenee foon became fo dif- 
pleafing to the people, that moft of thofe who had 
been thus liberated were again re-committed, and 
deftruction threatened to any one that would prefume 
again to enlarge them; which prevented numbérs from 
interpofing their sit offices in favour of fuch of 
their friends as had, in any manner, incurred popular 
edium. Private malice was on thefe occafions but too 
frequently exerted, and any accufation was fufficient to 
caufe any perfon to be fent to gaol; which however 
was efteemed by many the fafeft afylum, as it was ex- 
pected, that when popular fury fhould have abated, 
the perfons confined might be permitted to return, 
quietly to their homes. The only effeftual mode of | 
procuring liberation from prifon, -however, at this 
period, was to procure a certificate. in favour of the 
prifoner from the neighbourhood j in which he lived, 
and in this way many were fet at liberty, who, to fe- 
cure themfelves againft future crimination, generally. 
joined the infurgents. As to the power of popu- 
larity, at all times precarious, fo difficult of attain- 
ment, and fo eafily loft ; and which no truly wife man 
ever mace the fcope of his ations, or final object of 
purfuit, it could effe& little in fuch troublefome and 
turbulent times as thofe we are treating of, when an 
infurreGtion prevailed, excited by oppreffion, and in 
which there exifted no regular plan of operation or 
fyftem of action ; while the minds of the ungovern- 
able multitude were fore and defperate from recent 
invitation. 
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<reitapion: Amid fuch a. dreadful public fr cienk po- 
pularity, to a liberal ae proves a moft tyrannical 
fubjugation, as it encumbers the poffeffor with the op- 
preilive weight of mobbith applaufes while it confers 
yiot on him the power of relieving a fuffering friends 
who may have attraGed, inadvertently or ot herwifes, 
the deadly refentment of -an unbridled populace ; and, - 
what is ftill more alicting to generous feelings». the 
devoted vidtim of the moment perhaps imagines the 
popular friend all- powerful for his prefervation, while 
it ig melancholy to reflect that, on fuch ozcafions, it is 
in the power of a villain to counteract the benevolent 
intentions and humane difpofition of the higheft re= 
fpeCtability, intelligence and virtue ! 
"After the infurgents, as has been related, moved off 
in two feparate divifions from Wexford, there ftill re- 
. mained feveral of their,number in the town, who 
affumed the office of fupplying the camps with necef- 
faries, and this, by their own authority, they declared 
mutt be done from Wexford. Thefe felf-created com- 
mivaries, having put all necefflaries accordingly in re. 
quiftion, began to fearch all the houfes, and in the ~ 
courfe of fuch furvey, plundered them of every article 
they thought proper, afferting that all they took away 
was for the general fervice. Great abufes were confe- 
quently committed in this arbitrary mode of levying 
contributions, and fo great a wafte of property, parti- 
cularly of provifions, was made, that the town and its 
neighbourhood were threatened with a famine. The 
people of Wexford therefore defirous to get rid of 
thefe troublefome marauders, and to have fome regula- 
tions adopted for the prevention of plunder, appointed 
twelve of the principal inhabitants as a committee, to 
regulate the diftribution of provifions, as well as of all 
other 
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ether neceffaries in requifition ; and the generous in- 
dividuals who ‘undertook this arduous tafk, (it was in- 
deed a Herculean labour,) | were actuated by the moft 
virtuous and difinterefted motives in their exertions to 
protect general as well as individual property. As 
whifkey and leather were the articles moft in demand 
in the camps, diftillers and tanners efpecially entreated 
the committee to iffue regular orders for the fuvplies 
from their ftores, to prevent as much as poflible the 
total deftruction of their fubftance and concerns ; 
‘adding, that they were véry willing to give up their 
whole flock for the general fervice; yet ftrange as it 
may appear, fome of this defcription of perfons were 
moft forward afterward in profecuting thofe very mens 
who, by their humane interference, were inftrumental 
in faving their lives and propeities ; for certainly the 
worft conféquences' were to be apprehended from the’ 
indifcriminate plunder, and confequently inordinate 
confumption of fpirituous liquors; by the prevention of 
which and other diforderss through indefatigable exer- 
tions, the committee actually proved the falvation of ' 
the country ; and, what may not appear unworthy of 
obfervation; although chofen by the inhabitants at 
large from among themfelves, there was but one united 
/{Trifhman among them, which could ‘not be the cafes 
had the people been generally fworna. 

Captain Keugh was appointed military commander 
of the town, which was now divided into wards, each 
of which had a company of men, armed with guns 
and pikes as they could procure them; and thefe ap- 
pointed their ‘own officers. There was a regular 
parade morning and evening on the cuftom-houfe-quay; 
guards were ftruck off and relieved, and a pafs-word 
and counter-fign regularly given out. The infurrec- 

S ton 
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tion had, by this time, become fo general in all parts of 
the county forfaken by the military, that even the in- 
habitants of the baroniés of Forth and Bargy, thought 
it incumbent on them to’ fhew their difpofition and to 
appear in Wexford ;—in fhort, every perfon remaining 
in the county, thought it beft at this period to come 
forward and make common caufe with the infurgents. 
The inhabitants of the laft mentioned baronies, how- 
‘ever, being a race of men of peaceable and induftrious 
habits, and not having experienced the perfecutions 
practifed in other diftrils, were not eafily excited to 
commit thofe a&s of outrage which took place in 
other quarters; but they were at length terribly alarmed 
and roufed to refiftance, by the cruel and mercilefs 
conduct of the military in their flight from Wexford ;. 
but even then their determination of vengeance ap- 
peared folely direGted againft the body whofe unpro- 
voked fury had affeGted them with injury. Thefe 
people, on their march to Wexford, halted near Johns- 
town, the feat of Cornelius Grogan, efq. for whom a 
party was difpatched to bring him out and oblige him 
to join them ; and thus this aged gentleman was con- 
{trained to accommodate himfelf to the crazy temper 
of the times, and being placed on horfe-back, 
then ill of the gout, he was condu@ed along by the 
multitude, confifting of feveral thoufands on foot, and 
many hundreds of herfemen. On their entrance into 
the town, and defiling through the itreets, not’ many 
pikes could be feen, but vaft numbers were equipt with 
! {pits, pitch forks, and fuch like offnfive weapons» 
_ with which they endeavoured as much as in their 
power, to imitate and affume the appearance of pike- 
men ; and after having fhouted and paraded for fome 
time through the ftreets, they retired peaceably to 
‘their homes, » ; without committing further outrage. 
Ald 
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All the forges both in town and country were inftantly 
employed in the fabrication of pike-blades, and timber 
of every defeription fit for handles was procured for 
- that purpofe wherever to be found ; fo that in a very 
fhort time, no perfon could be feen, (fo general was 
the principle or affectation of arming,) without a war- 
like weapon of fome kind, a green cockade, a hat- 
band, fafh, or other ornament of that colour. Four 
oyfter-boats we1e fitted. out in the harbour, and 
manned with five and twenty men each, to cruife out- 
fide the bay ; and thefe, from time to time, brought in 
fevera] vellels, mojily bound for Dubjia, laden with 
ats, potatoes, and different other kinds of provi- 
fions ; which became very feafonable fupplies for the 
fon, that muft otherwife have fuffered, great diftrefs, 
‘AS the markets were deferted by the country people. 
Three old pieces of cannon were brought down and 
Mounted on the fort of Roflare, fituate at the en- 
trance of the harbour, to prevent any floops of war 
from pafling, fuch armed yeffels only being capable of 
entering thé harbour of Wexford; and four old floops 
were ready to be fcuttled and funk in the channel, to 
prevent any fuch armed veffel, in the event of her pafl- 
ing the fort, from approaching the town, 


Money feemed to have vanifhed during the infur- 
rection, as no perfon was willing to admit being pof- 
fefled of any currency exclufive of bank-notes, which 
were held in fuch little eftimation, that great quantities 
of them were inconfiderately deftroyed; fome in lighting 
tobacco pipes, and others ufed as waddings for fire- 
locks; but whatever little provifions appeared at 
‘market, fold very cheaply for ready money; for in- 
ftance, butter fold by the pound for. two pence, and 
butchers’ meat, of any kind, for one penny. As to 

S52 bank- 
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bank-notes, any one might ftarve who had no other 
means of procuring the prime neceflaries, for which, 
when offered for fale, nothing but fpecie would be ac- 
y cepted as payment. Every endeavour was made to 
have the markets well fupplied and attended ; but even 
at the cheap rate juft ftated, there were fcarcely any 
purchafers ; fo unwilling did every one appear to ac- 
knowledge the poffeffion of money ; but it muft be 
mentioned, that indeed the neceffity of purchafing at 
market was in a great meafure fuperfeded; for among 
the various duties of the committee one was that of 
fupplying every perfon in town with provifions. On 
application to them every houfe was furnithed with 
a ticket fpecifying the number of inhabitants, and 
* all perfons, even the wives and families of thofe confi- 
dered the greateft enemies of the people, were indifcri- 
minately included ; and every perfon fent with a ticket 
to the public ftores appointed for that purpofe, received 
a proportionate quantity of meat, potatoes, and other 
neceflaries free of any expence. The bread in —— 
was bad, as no good flour could be obtained. 

In the country the people formed themfelves gene- 
rally into parifh divifions, and each divifion elected its © 
own officers. All perfons capable of carrying arms were 
to attend the camps, on being furnifhed with pikes or. 
guns, as either could be beft procured; fome on foot 
and others on horfeback, as they could beft accommo- 
date themfelves. Moft perfons were defirous to wear 
ornaments of fome kind or other, and accordingly de- 
corated themfelves in the moft fantaftical manner with 
feathers, tippets, handkerchiefs, and all the fhewy parts 
of ladies’ apparel: green was the moft favourite and 
predominant colour, but on failure of this, decorations 
of almofi any other colour were fubftituted ; and as to 
their 
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their flags or enfigns, they were alfo generally green 
or of a greenifh hue, but on account of a deficiency in’ 
this refpet, they difplayed banners of all colours 
except orange, to which the people fhewed the moft un- 
: A alterable diflike, averfion and antipathy :—even blue, 

black, red and yellow, were remarked among their 
banners. Many damfels made an offering of their co- 
Joured petticoats for the public fervice, and to make 
thefe gifts the more acceptable, they ufually decorated 
them according to their different fancies, and from the 
variety thus exhibited, there appeared not two fimilar 
banners in the whole. Several loyal ladies too, both 
in town and country, difplayed their tafte in richly and 
fancifully ornamenting enfigns, to ingratiate themfelves 
with the people; but many of them, not having time 
to perfect their chef d’@uvres before the infurreCtion 
was fuppreffed, have fince thought it prudent, I fuppofe, ° 
to deftroy thefe and the like fpecimens of elegant 
accomplifhment, at which I had opportunities of obferv- 
ing them earneftly employed, during the fhort-lived 
period of popular triumph. But now we muft return 
to events which occurred in other parts of the 
country. » 


After the battle of Oulard which was fought on 
the 27th of May, as already detailed, the yeomanry 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the northern part of the 
county by falling onthe defencelefs and unoffend- 
ing populace, of whom they flew fome hundreds. 
Tt being Whitfunday, the people were, as ufual, go- 
ing to their chapels to attend divine fervice, when 
many of them were led by curiofity, which is 
generally excited by the report of fire-arms, to afcend 
different eminences; from which the dreadful and horrid 
{cenes of devaftation by fire and fword, - prevailing 

thro’ 
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thro’ the country round, as far.as the eye could reach» 
was prefented to their altonifhed and affrighted view ; 
and’ as,the different groupes thys.collecied were per- 
ceived by the yeomanry, thefe purfued and cut them 
down. The moft inoffenfive were moft likely to fuffer 
by this mode of quieting difturbances, becaufe, con{ci- 
ous of their innocence, they made no. effort to avoid 
the fudden fate which. they had ne reafon to appre- 
hend. Even many who.remained within their houfes 
did not fare better than their more curious or lefs fear- 
ful neighbours, as numbers of them were called out 
and fhot at their own doors: nay, fome infirm and de; 


crepit old men were plunged into eternity by thefe va- 


x 


Jourous guardians and prefervers of the public peace !— 


' On every occalion, however, they were not inexorable 


to the piteous petitions for life, as a fum of money pro- 
petly offered.and timely prefented faved fome, who, 
after the infurrefiion was quelled, came forward 
with their complaints; and among others who were 
obliged to difgorge thefe bloody ranfoms, Mr. Hunter 
Gowan, a mayiftrate and captain of a yeomanry corps, 
on a complaint made to Mr. Beauman fen, of Hyde-park 
(from whom I had this account) was obliged to refund . 
the money. Thefe people on furrendering their pikes 
and other offenfive weapons and arms, fondly imagined 
that they had fecured themfelves protetion, aud were 
therefore not at all apprehenfive of atuack, but they 
foon found themfelves miferably miftaken. Had their 
intentions been for violence, they would naturally have 
affembled in a large body on fome commanding hill, as 
the other infurgents did; where they would have ap- 
peared formidable ; fo that their having collected into 
numberlefs fmall groupes is certainly to: be deemed ra- 
ther the effe& of curiofity than the effort of infurrec- 
tion, be 

Great 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 135 


Great numbers of people, taking their families and 
fuch of their effects as they could conveniently tranf- 
port thither along with them; fled for refuge into Go- 
rey, where a general panic however prevailed, altho’ 
befides the yeomanry of the town, a party of the North 
Cork Militia, under the command of lieutenant Swayne, 
together with the Ballaghkeen, Coolgreny, Arklows 
Northfhire, and Coolatin corps of yeomen cavalry ; the 
Tinnahely and Wingfield corps of yeomen infantry ; 
and a company of the Antrim militia, commanded by 
lieutenant Elliot, were ftationed there; but notwith« 
ftanding, on a rumour that the infurgents were ap 
proaching, it was determined to abandon the town, 
and proceed to Arklow ; but previous to its evacuation, 
eleven men taken ovt of their beds, within 2 mile’s dif- 
tance, were brought in and fhot in the ftreets, where 
they were left for dead; but fix of them recovered. 
By order of Mr. White, however, upwards of one hun- 
dred prifoners were releafed from the gaol and market- 
houfe, and many of them received protections, which 
they placed in their hats, in order to exhibit as con{pi- 
cuoufly as poflible; but this precaution did not prevent 
fome being fhot by other yeomen, whom they fell in 
with on their way home! The order for evacuation being 
announced at five o’clock in the morning of the 28th, 
a diftreffing fcene of trepidation and confufion enfued. 
Affrighted crowds of people might be feen running in 
all dire&tions, preparing for flight ; while fuch as could 
were harneffing their horfes and placing their families 
on cars, with the utmoft precipitation, all endeavouring 
to efcape from the town as {peedily as pofible. The 
-road ‘was foon thronged to a great extent with a train 
of cars, which were loaded with women and chil- 
dren, a¢companied by a vaft- multitude on foot, 
among whem were many women with their children on 

their 
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their back : and from the continued heat and drought 
of the weather, the duft excited by this crowded procefs 
fion diftrefsfully obftiucted refpization. 


By this abandonment of Gorey the whole of the fur- 
rounding country was left entirely expofed, and yet the 
infurgents did not at all, at this time, approach the 
town, but remained in their encampment on the hill of 
Carrigrew ; nor did the inhabitants of . this quarter 
then rife or join in the infurreAion ; but ftriGly obferv- 
ed on their part the promifes they had made to the ma- 
giftrates on furrendering their arms; and yet it isa 
notorious faét, that there were more united Irifhmen in 


-shis than in any other part of the county.of Wexford, 


and that it even comprehended the diftridt of fixteen 
parifhes already ftated to have been proclaimed in Novi 


- 1797.—While Gorey was thus abandoned by the: mili- 


tary, and by fuch as were allowed or for whom it would 
be fafe to accompany them, it was filled with the proper- 
ty and effects of the fugitives, yet no plunder was com- 
mitted, and no difturbance took place, fo that on their 
veturn they found all belonging to them in perfe& fecu- 
xity, having been proteéted by thofe that remained ia 
the town The only inftance of fpoliation fuppofed 
to have taken place on this occafion is, that a 
yeoman got fome money belonging to Mr. William 


Sparrow, by whofe defire he came for it on the 30th, 


and which the owner never received. A party of yeo- 
men returned on the 29th, and brought away provifi- 
ons, but as thefe were gallopping into the towns one 
of the fhoes of ayeoman’s horfe ftruck fire againft the 
pavement; haply on the very fpot where a quantity of 
gun powder had remained, after a {mall cafk of that 
dangerous combuftible which, previous to the flight, 
had fallen from a car into the ftreet and was burft. An 

explofion 
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éxplofion inftantly enfued, by’ which the horfe and 
horfeman were blown up, and narrowly efcaped with 
life: the horfe’s hair was defperately finged, and the 
yeoman himfelf was terribly fcorched. On the gift, 
the military returned to Gorey. On which; although 
left utterly defencelefs fince the morning of the 28ths 
not the fmalleft attempt was made by the infurgentss 
to take poffeffion, and on the difpofition to peace and or~ 
der manifefted by the inhabitants, who remained in the 
town after the abandonment, their laudable condu@ is 
the beft comment. Different parties of yeomen went out 
from the town, ranfacked the houfes through the coun- 
try> brought away as much as they could carry; driving 
off numbers of cattle, fome belonging to lord Mount- 
norris, and put them into Mr. Ram’s demefne. Indeed, 
they were not very exact or fcrupulous as to individual 
property; for they brought off all the cattle they could 
collect in the country, and took up bacon, cheefe, but- 
ter, and provifions of all kinds wherever they found 
them ; and to crown all they took a great number of 
men prifoners to fupply the place of thofe that were 
liberated in the commencement of the flight ; fo that 
this muft be acknowledged, if not valorous, at leaft 
very active fervice. 

% 

On the morning of the rft of June, an independent, 
or felf-conftituted body of infurgents, unknown to any 
of the three general ehcampments of Vinégar-hill, 
Taghmon; and Carrigrew, proceeded on a fecret expe- 
dition to Newtown-barry (anciently calléd Bunclody) 
garrifoned by the King’s county militia, commanded by 
col. Leftrange, andthe corps of yeomen cavalry and in- 
fantry belonging to the place. Thefe infurgents having 
divided into two parties, made their attack on both fides 
of the Slaneys on the weftern bank whereof lies the 

T town 
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town, and of this they wese foon left in pofeffion 
by the retreat of the military; but they inftantly 
proceeded to plunder, particularly whifkey, of which 
they drank very freely, and being thus regardlefs of 
the advantage they obtained, they afforded the mili- 
tary, whom they did not attempt to purfue, time to rally 
and return upon them while in this diforderly ftate, fo 
as to oblige them to fly with fome lofs and precipitation. 


On this day alfo, a party of infurgents from Vinegar- 
hill, proceeded to join thofe encamped at Carrigrews 
whofe numbers were greatly leffened by defertions for 
home. They were now however muftering pretty 
ftrongly all over the country, intending to affemble 
their collective ferce on the hill of Ballymenane; but 
while moving forward in a detached and diforderly 
manner, they were met by a force from Gorey, under 
the command of lieutenant Elliot, confifting of par- 
ties of the Antrim and North Cork militia, above 
fifty yeomen infantry, and three troops of yeomen 
cavalry. Thefe, by preferving their order, had great 
advantage in this unexpected rencounter, over the in- 
furgents, who retreated with fome lofs and in diforder ; 
leaving behind a great number of horfes which were 
brought into Gorey, together with the. plunder of 
many houfes, which were burnt after defpoiling : 
among the reft that of Mr. Kenny, a tanner and fhop- 
keeper, confidently afferted to be a loyal man: his. 
character however did not prote@ him, for he was fhor: 
in his own garden, and fo fell a viftim to the angry in- 
difcriminating {pirit of the times, like many other inno- 
cent perfons. This is very ftrongly exemplified by a 
‘tranfaction’ mentioned by the rev. Mr. Gordon as fol- 
lows. <* A fmall occurrence after the battle, of 
“¢ which a fon of mine was a witnefs, may help to il. | 
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¢ Juftrate the ftate of the country at that time:—~ 
¢* Two yeomen coming toa brake or clump of bufhes, 
ss and obferving a fmall motion as if fome perfons 
*¢ were hiding there, one of them fired into it, and 
*¢ the fhot was anfwered by a moft piteous and loud 
s¢ fereech of achild. The other yeoman was then 
<< urged by his companion to fire; but he being a 
«© gentleman, and lefs ferocious, inftead of firings 
<¢ commandedthe concealed perfons to appear, when a 
‘© poor woman and eight children almoft naked; one of 
<< whom was feverely wounded, came trembling from 
** the brake, where they had fecreted. themfelves for 
¢ fafety*.” Indeed the fettled practice was to fhoot all 
men that were met; and by this defperate fyftem, the 
moft innocent and peaceable were generally the moft 
likely to fuffer ; for being unwilling to join the infur~ 
gents, the ungenerous fufpicions generally thrown out, 
however unjuftly, againft the catholics, which confti- 
tuted a vaft majority of the people at large, precluded. 
the poffibility, of their joining the army or yeomens 
who profeffed the rankeft and moft inveterate diftruft 
of the people, for any of whom it was extremely un- 
fafe to venture into their prefence on any occafion 
whatfoever, as numbers had fallen a facrifice to a con- 
fidence in their own peaceable intentions and innocent 
demeanour; and this kind of condu& had finally the 
effet of determining multitudes to join the infurgents; 
confidering it, at length, the only means of felf-pre- 
fervation. The mind of the impartial reader muft be 
f{trongly impreffed with the barbarous impolicy of thus 
cherifhing thefe odious and unnatural prejudices, as 
well as with the defperate fituation in which the 
country was placed through thefe means ; and what a 
dreadful misfortune it muft prove to be an inhabitant 
ee where 


n 


® See Gordon's Hiftory, page 113. 
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where not only fuch fentiments, were very ftrenuoufly 
inculcated, but where even the moft fhocking {cenes of 
fouleft outrage were permitted, and perpetrated with 
the bafeft and moft criminal connivance. , 


From the inattivity of the infurgents encamped at 
Carrick-byrne, occafioned in a great degree from-their 
want of ‘an oftenfible commander; conttant fallies were 
made outof Rofs, and» great havoc and devaftation 
committed throughout the country.;« ‘Thefe occur= 
rences produced a general meeting of the. principal 
inhabitants on the 1ft of, June, wherein Mr. Harvey 
was called on to a¢t as commander in chief, and 
various other appointments and regulations took place 
for the maintenance and fupply of the country.. The 
day after Mr. Harvey took the command in’perfon at 
Carrick-byrne, where on his arrival, feveral fugitives 
appeared giving dreadful» accounts of their ‘fufferings 
from the yeomanry, and) at) the time feveral houfes 
were on fire about Old Rofs... The commander in 
chief inftantly ordered-Mr.-Thomas Cloney, with all 
the horfemen that could be colle&ed, to proceed 
againft. the depredators, who fled-on their approach, 
and were chafed in full fpeed to Rofs, | At this critical 
period, the proteftant:church of Old Rofs was burned, , 
by no means with the, knowledge or’ confent of Mr. 
Cloney or his party ; and the refult of every enquiry 
at the time was, that the church was fet on fire in re- 
venge and retaliation by individual fufferers, as many 
houfes were burned, and feveral unrefifting perfons 
were fhot immediately preceding this conflagration.—I 
fhould with to be able to give a more circumftantial 
account of this occurrence, as it was the only one of 
the kind that took place during the infurrection, but 

have 
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have not been able to procure further information ; 
however; awitnefs on the trialof Mr. Cloney by couit~ 
martial at Wexford in 1799, mentioned the circum- 
ftance, but in fuch a manner as only to attract the no- 
tice of an enthufiaftic maniac. By having reference to 
the trial, it will alfo appear, that Mr. Cloney’s huma- 
nity and exertions for thofe in any kind of diftrefs, was 
as confpicuous as his courage in the field, after he had 
been forced from his houfe when the military had fled, 
and left the infurgents in uncontroulable poffeffion of 
the country. 


On the 2nd of June, as one of the armed oyfter- 
boats, already noticed, was cruifing outfide the har~ 
bour of Wexford, fhe fell in with a boat from Arklow, 
which upon being hailed, came to and was taken. On 
board this veffel were three officers of the North Cork 
militia, lord Kingfborough the colonel, captain O’Hea, 
and lieutenant Bourke, who were accordingly made 
prifoners. This nobleman and thefe his officers were 
ia Dublin when informed of the defeat of part of 
their regiment at Oulard, as before ftated, and imme- 
diately purpofed to join it ; for which purpofe, pro~ 
ceeding by land as far as Ark low, and finding the in- 
furrection more formidable than they could be brought 
before to imagine, they there hired a boat to carry 
them to Wexford, not conceiving. it poffible that it had 
been abandoned and then in the hands of the infur- 
gents. They were taken therefore at their entrance 
into the harbour, and conducted without any perfon 
in town being previoufly informed of the fact, to the 
houfe of captain Keugh, then the acknowledged mili-~ 
tary commander of the town. Here his lordfhip andthe 
two officers made prifoners with him were entertained 
for fome days before the people expreffed any diffatis- 

faction 
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faction or appréhenfion that they might be enabled ta 
efcape 5. but thefe manifeftations of popular diftraft. 
being made known, they were conyeyed to a houfe In 
the bull-ring, near the main-guard-houfe, where cen- 
tinels were pofted infide and outfide, and there they 
continued, under thefe meafures of precaution until the 
fubfequent furrendey of the town to his lordthip himfelf 
as an officer in the king’s fervice. 


The people of the barony of Forth, having by this 
time fufficiently equipped themfelves with pikes, joined 
the encampment now formed on the hill of Carrick- 
byrne, whither, it muft be obferved, the infurgents of» 
- the camp near Taghmon had fhifted on the firft of June, 
A fmall party from Wexford alfo, denominated the 
Faith- Reps joined the encampment on Carti igrew. 


The committee of general regulation appointed i in 
Wexford, and already noticed, waited on Mr. Harvey, 
commander in chief of the infurgents, expreffing their, 
hopes that the fervice in the proteftant church, which 
had been hitherto interrupted, might be no longer dif- 
continued ; as they wifhed to do all in their power to. 
- diffipate velipis animofities, by inculcating the abfur- 
dity of fear on this account alone, and to undeceive the 
numbers of fudden converts who were applying to the’ 
atholic priefis to be baptized, befeeching in the moft 
earneit manner to be thus received into the bofom of. 
the catholic church, from an idea that it was then the 
~ only plan of fafety: nay fo perfevering were the gene- 
yality in their piteous entreaties, that the catholic 
clergy found themfelves very di ftreflingly circum- 
flanced ; for fhould they refufe to comply with the 
wifhes and earne!t folicitations of fuch proteftants as 
offered themfelves in this way, they perceived that they 

would 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 145 


would be fubje& to the moft violent animadverfions for 
any fatal accident that might befal any of them; and 
on the other hand knowing that imagined neceflity 
alone was the motive of apparent converfion, they muft 
have confidered it improper to accept their conformity 
without ferious and folemin probation. On this occa- 
fion, however, the humanity of many fuperfeded the 
diftates of duty fo far as to induce them to rifque the 
profanation of a facrament for the prefervation of lives, 
and to difpel the dreadful apprehenfions from orange- 
men; the greateft affurance of not belonging to that 
combination being that of converfion to the catholic 
communion, which was confidered to render any perfon 
inadmiflible into an affociation which the majority of 
the people abfolutely believed to be inftituted for their 
deftruction. Their alarms, however, worked fo 
ftrongly on the minds of the affeGed converts, that all 
arguments exerted to difpel their fears generally proved 
jneffeGt ual, as they would ftill perfifted in moft earneft 
folicitation for admiffion, Some clergymen, however, 
in this dilemma pofitively refufed baptizing proteftant 
converts, but then they took afar better and confiftent 
mode of quieting alarms. They gave the ftrongeft af. 
furances to fuch as applied to them, that the catholic 
church does not deem it neceflary to rebaptize any de-' 
nomination of chriftians otherwife than conditionally 
as the exiftence of any previous baptifm «whatever, 


and attendance on duties and divine fervice was fufficient 
conformity. 


A curious circumftance, however, occurred in Wex- 
ford at this time, which eventually produced a great 
umber of conditional baptifms.—A young lady who 
on. firft application failed: of -perfuading a catholic 
prieft to confer on he® the favour of baptifm. had the 
diligence and addrefs afterwards to difcover that the 

proteftant 
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'. proteftant minifter who had undertaken to perform that 
ceremony in her infancy, had only filliped or fprink- 
led the water at her with his finger, and fo it was 
within the limits of probability, that a drop might not 
have reached her head fo as to form an ablution. Be- 
ing very ingenious and perfevering in her arguments 
fo as to appear capable of puzzling the niceft cafuift, 
fhe at laft made out her own a doubtful cafe, and was 
accordingly quieted by conditional baptifm. When the 
particulars of this tranfaction got abroad, the folicita- 
tions to the catholic clergy for the boon of conditional 
baptifm became confiderably more frequent, the appli- 
cants quoting this recent pregedegt, and adducing the 

- hearfay. evidence, and fat fetched recollection of grand~ 
mothers, grand-aunts, and other grave and venerated 
yelatives, with a long train of minute circumftances, 
to prove a fimilarity of cafes, and claiming on this 
account an equal confideration. Notwithftanding the 
earneft exertions of the committee and many of the 
principal catholics to difpel the fears of their pro- 

geftant brethren, whom they offered to prote& even at 
the rifque of their own lives, all endeavours to have 
fervice performed in the proteftant church proved inef- 
feGtual. It muft be remarked, however; that the place 
itfelf fuffered not the fmalleft indignity during the 
whole period of the infurre&tion; except in the inftance 
of the abandonment of their ufual place of worfhip by 
the proteftants, of whom great numbers flocked in the : 
moft public and confpicuous manner to the catholic 
chapel, where they affeCted the greateft piety and de- 
votion. The epithets of craw-thumpers, opprobrioufly 
applied to catholics for contritely ftriking their breafts 
_at their devotions, was never more ftrongly exemplified > 

A than by thefe converts. Catholics ftrike their breafts 
gently on certain occafions, and with the right hand 

| alones - 


<= 


* 
COUNTY OF WEXFORD. TAS. 


alone, but proteftants who attended at mafs in thefe 
times generally continued to ftrike themfelves vehe- 
mently with both- hands almoft during the whole fer- 
vice. I had the good fortune to prevent all fuch as 
confulted me on the occafion as to the expediency of 
conforming, by perfuading them to avoid the difgrace 
of fuch a mockery ; and I had the fatisfaction after- 
wards to hear thofe applauded who did not appear ta, 
change their religion, while thofe who turned with the 


"times were reprobated, fome as hypocrites and others 


as cowards. And in good truth, what favourable opi- 
nion could be entertained of fuch .as did not continue 
faithful even to their God according to the dictates of 
their confcience ? gags 


The rev. Mr. Dixon, a roman catholic clergyman, 
who had been condemned before a magiftrate and fen- 
tenced to tranfportation, was fent offto Duncannon- 
fort the day preceding the infurrection ; and this was 
on the teftimony of a man named Francis Murphy, 
whofe evidence was pofitively contradicted by three 
other witneffes. Thefe facts, together with the public 
odium incurred by the man himfelf,- induced Thomas 
Dixon, arfea-faring captain and mafter of a veffel, who 
alfo kept a porter-houfe in Wexford, to take a fum- 
mary mode of avenging the fate of the clergyman who 
was his relation. For this purpofe he brought the 
man out of gaol, upon his own fole authority, and con- 
du@ed him down tothe bull-ring, where he obliged 
three revenue-officers, who were then prifoners, and 
whom he brought out along with him, to fhoot him and 
afterwards bear his body to the quay and throw it into 
the water. This execution took place with all its 
fhocking circumftances, while moft of the town’s- 


people were at prayers, and was utterly unknown to 
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the principal inhabitants; but at all events Dixon 
coald the more readily accomplifh his vengeance, with- 
out fear of being prevented, on account of the public 
execration generally prevalent againft informers. 


The military. ftationed at. Gorey made. conftant fal- 
fies, in the courfe of which through the country: they 
plundered: and burned many houfes, and fhot feveral 
firagglers,, who happened to fall in their way... This 
provoked the infurgents to vie with their opponents in 
this mode of warfare, and retaliation has on this, as well 
as on every’ other oceafion, produced many woeful 
fcenes. Enormities in fa@ were committed on both fides, 
which, among their many lamentable confequencess 
tended to exafperate the party-animofities already too 
powerfully deftru@ive of the peace and happinefs of 
the country. At.this time reinforcements were every 
day crowding into Gorey. On the 3d of -June general 
Loftus arrived there with fifteen hundred men under 
his.command, as did alfo colonel Walpole from Carnew, 
whence he had feveral times gone-out to reconnoitre 
the camp at Carrigrew.. A determination was formed 
to attack this on the 4th, with the forcethen in Gorey, 
with which the troops from Carnew and Newtown- 
barry were to.co-operate, fo'as to engage the infargents 
on all fides, and from thefe arrangements, and confider= 
ing the force that was to aét againft them, little doubt 
was entertained of their total and {peedy defeat. The 
army from Gorey marched out at the appointed 

time, and formed into two divifions. The one under 
general Loftus, took route towards Ballycanew, while 
the other, commanded by colonel Walpole, proceeded 
by the Camolin road direétly to commence the con- 
certed attack on Carrigrew. The infurgents had, how- 
ever, quitted this poft, and were in full march towards 
aes Gorey, 
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Gorey, when they fuddenly and unawares fell in with 
this military body under colonel Walpole, at a place 
called Tubberneering. The meeting was equally un- 
expected on both fides, and this circumftance, no lefs 
true than extraordinary, neither party having any 
fcouts, produced an inftantaneous and confufed action, 
in which colonel Walpole was killed in a few minutes 
after its commencement, and his troops immediately 
gave way and fied in the utmoft precipitation and dif- 
' order, leaving the victors in poffeflion of three pieces 
Fe cannon, two fix-pounders, and another of inferior’ 
fize. The fate of this a€tion was fo-quickly decided, 
_as to allow general Loftus not the fmalleft opportunity 
of affording the troops under colonel Walpole any affift- 
ance. The lofs of the military in killed and wounded, 
was confiderable, befides captain M‘Manus, lieut. 
Hogg, and enfign Barry, of the Antrim militia, with 
many privates taken prifoners. The reft in the greateft 
poflible hafte being purfued by the infurgents, reached 
Gorey, which they as quickly paffed through; but 
would, in revenge, have put the prifoners in the town 
to death had they not feared that the delay it would oc- 
cafion might coft them too dearly. This account I have 
from a capt. of yeomanry, who oppofed with all. his 
might the perpetration of fuch a cruel and barbarous 
deed, and who, to his honour was incapable of counte- 
nancing fuch an atrocity under any circumftances. The 
retreat was thence very precipitate to Arklow, where 4 
council of war was haftily held, at whichit wasas haftily 
determined to abandon that town, and this was accord- 
ingly put into immediate execution. Some were fo panic- 
{truck that they did not ftoptillthey reached Dublin, but’ 
others ftopped at different diftances when their horfes 
or themfelves were not able to proceed farther. Gen. 
Loftus, on hearing the report of the cannon and other 
U 2 fire- 
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fire-arms in the engagement, not being able to go acrofs 
the country, he proceeded round by the road to the fcene 
of action, where he found the bodies of many fiain, 
and did not learn the fate of colonel Walpole till he 
faw him ftretched on the field of battle: He then 
moved toward Gorey, but thought it moft prudent ta 
alter his line of direGtion upon being faluted by the 
infurgents with the cannon they had juft taken, and 
which they had drawn up to the fummit of the hill of 
Gorey, which is immediately over the town, command- 
ing it in every quarter. The general then marched to 
Carnew and from that to Tullow. The troops that 
had proceeded from Carnew in the morning, to co- 
operate in the intended general attack on the infurgents 
at Carrigrew, did not return thither upon hearing of 
the defeat, but made Newtown-barry with thofe whe 
had come out from thence on the fame expedition. 


The infurgents were now in, poffeffion of the whole 
of the county of Wexford, except the fort of Dun- 
cannon, the towns of Rofs and Newtown-barry ; and 
were at perfect liberty if they purfued their ad- 
vantages, to feize upon Carnew, and alfo to enter 
Arklow, fituated in the county of Wicklow, and what 
confequences might have enfwed are now incalculable. 


* On the evening of the ath of June; the: infurgents 
fationed on the hill of Carrick-byrme, whither the 
Taghmon encampment,~as has been obferved, was 
transferred on the rft, now proceeded to Corbet-hill 
within a mile of the town of Rofs, the garrifon of 
which had lately received great reinforcements, by the 
arrival there of the Donegal, Clare and Meath regi- 
ments of militia, a detachment of Englifh and Trifh 
artillery the sth dragoons, the Mid-Lothian fencibles, 

‘and 
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and on this very evening the county of Dublin regi- 
ment of militia confiderably added to its force, which 
upon the whole amounted to twelve hundred men; ex- 
clufive of the yeomen, all under the command of 
major-general Johnfon, who expected an attack during 
the night, and confequently the troops remained 
under arms without being allowed to take any repofe. 
The infurgents, led by their commander in chief, Mr. 
Beauchamp Bagnal Harvey, a little after theirvarrival 
on Corbet-hill, were faluted with a few cannon-fhot 
and bomb-fhells from the town, without producing any 
other effect than that of encreafing their vigilance. 
Mr. Harvey and his principal officers took up their 
quarters in the houfe, of Corbet-hill, where, being 
regaled with an excellent fupper and exquifite wines 
they were fo well pleafed with their cheer, and fo far 
forgot their prudence as commanders, that they had 
fcarcely time to fall afleep fince the moment of their 
retirement, until they were roufed, by the orders they _ 
had given in their fober moments, to commence the 
attack at the break of day. Mr. Furlong was imme- 
diately difpatched with a flag of truce, and the fol- 
lowing fummons to the commanding officer in Rofs:— 


e« SIRs . 

«© Asa friend to humanity, I requeft you will fur- 
cc yender the town of Rofs to the Wexford forces now 
«cs affembled againft that town. Your refiftance will 
but provoke rapine and plunder to the ruin of the 
moft innocent. Flufhed with viftory, the Wexford 
forces now innumerable, and inrefiftibles will net 
be controuled if they méet with any refiftance: to 
«« prevent therefore the total ruin of all property in 
<< the town, I urge you to a fpeedy furrender, which 
€: you will be forced to do ina few hours, with lofs 
ss and 


n 


nn 


< 


n 


€ 


" 


¢ 


nn 


158 INSURRECTION OF THE 


«¢ and bloodfhed, as you are furrounded on all fides. 
‘* Your anfwer is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong 
* carries this letter and will bring the anfwer.’? 


fn 


ee - 

’ Camp at Corbet-hilt, . _ « I am, fir, &e. &e. 

** half paft three o’clock morning, : ‘ 

** June gth, 1798," x es B. B. Harvey.” 


Mr. Furlong was fhot the moment he approached the 
out-pofls, which fo exafperated the people, that they 
could not be reftrained from inflantly rufhing on to at- 
tack the Three-bullet-gate, being the part of the town 
next to them; and this it was that principally pre- 
vented the concerted plan of affault from being carried 
into execution: as three divifions of their forces were 
to have’ begun their operations againft different parts 
of the town at the fame time.. _- This particular 
divifion therefore not waiting till the other two fhould 
have reached their feveral ftations of adtion, the latter 
not only did not proceed, but were feized with fach a 
panic that they difperfed all over the country, flying 
in‘all direGtions to their feveral homes, and bearing as 
they went along the tidings of a total defeat 3 and this: 
derout was ina great'degree occafioned by the example 
of one of the divifional commanders,-who without the 
leaft effort to anfwer the intent of his appointment, 
turned away from the aétton, and rode hattily home- 
ward. Even in the town of Wexford, nineteen miles — 
diftant from Rofs, the news of a defeat was announced, | 
at an early hour in the day, by many fugitives who had 
taken that direction, relating various and ftrange ad- 
ventures to account for their own precipitate flight. 
One fourth of the numbers that encamped on Corbet-_ 
hill the evening before, did not ftand in the morning 
of the day of aétion, fo that even the divifion that 
commenced and afterwards continued the affault, was 

by 
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by no means complete, numbers of thofe who confti- 
tuted it having alfo abandoned their ftations, which 
were far from being adequately fupplied by fuch of 
the two panic-ftruck divifions as had the courage and 
xefolution to join in the battle, then going forward and 
in its greateft heat. From this ftatement however it 
muft appear, that no plan was purfued in the attack by 
the infurgents, but that whatever they accomplifhed im 
the onfet, muft have been from individual courage 
and intrepidity. They frft diflodged the army from 
behind the walls and ditches, where they were very 
advantageoufly pofted, and on this occafion the cavalry 
in their charges were repulfed with confiderable lofs ; 
cornet Dodwell and twenty-feven men of the sth dra- 
goons, having fallen in the firft onfet. The military thea 
retreated into the town through the Three-bullet-gate, 
purfued hot foot by the infargents, who obliged them 
to move from one fituation to another, until they at laft 
drove them over the wooden-bridge on the Barrow 
into the county of Kilkenny. The main guard at the 
market-honfe, however, confifling of a ferjeant and 
fifteen men, not only maintained their fituation, but 
even defended it with uncommon bravery and refolu- 
tion, having two fwivels to fupport them. Major 
Vandeleur, of the Clare militia, alfo continued 
the whole.of the day, with a ftrong detachment of 
his regiment at his pofi at Ivifhtown, where he ftood 
pretty fevere duty, but not altogether fo violent as it 
would be, had the place been generally attacked, ac- 
cording to Mr. Harvey’s original plan; this being the 
' principal entrance. When the infurgents had thus got 
poffefion of the town, they fell to plundering and 
drinking, on which they became fo intent, that they 
could not be brought on to follow up their/advantage. 
Ian the mean time the army rallied on the county of 
Kilkenny 
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Kilkenny fide of the bridge ; and although a retreat 
was before determined on, yet they were induced to 
return upon perceiving that there was no purfuit,; and 
befides they were powerfully inftigated to this by the 
fpirited exhortations of mefirs. M‘Cormick and Deve- 
reux, two yeomen not poffefied of any command, but 
the difplay of whofe ative courage and intrepidity 
contributed ina great degree to turn the fate of the 
day, and to whofe real merit every praife is juftly due 
on this occafion, wherein few officers diftinguifhed 
themfelves, as may be fairly concluded from the official 
returns of the killed and wounded, thefe cafualties in 
regard to the officers not bearing due proporticn to 
thofe of the private men, which could hardly be the 
cafe had the former maintained their ftations with. be~ 
coming firmnefs. The county of Dublin militia on 
hearing of the death of their favourite colonel, lord 
Mountjoy, were the firft to renew the attack under the 
command of major Vefey. Their example was fol- 
lowed by the reft of the troops, and their united efforts» 
fhortly compelled ‘fuch of the infargents as were not 
too drunk to fly out of the town, of which they had 
been, by this time, fome hours in poffeffion. Having 
tefpired a little however from their hafty retreat, 
which in a great degree made them fober, they again 
returned to the charge; and the conteft which now en- 
fued was maintained on both fides With great obftinacy, 
both parties being induced, by experience of the for- 
mer encounters not to relax their exertions. The 
intrepidity of the infurgents was truly remarkable, as 
notwithftanding the dreadful havoc made in their ranks 
by the artillery, they rufhed up to the very mouths of 
the cannon, regardlefs of the numbers that were falling 
on all fides of them, and puthed forward with fuch 
impetuofity, that they obliged the army to retire once 
more 
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more and leave the town tothemfelves. But even after 
this they foon fell into the fame mifcondu@ as before, 
crowning their bravery with drunkennefs. Of this 
the proper advantage was quickly taken by the army, 
who again renewed the attack, by which they finally 
became perfe&t mafters of the town, Several houfes 
were fet on fire and confumed in the courfe of this and 
the former attack, but one of thefe deferves particular 
notice: this was a flated houfe, four ftories high, on 
he fummit of the main ftreet near the church, in 
foien feventy-five perfons were burnt to afhes; none 
having efcaped but one man, who in running away 
was fortunate enough to get clear of the fire of the 
foldiery. Onthe evening of the preceding Wednefday, 
Mr. Cullimore a quaker, wifhing to vifit his family at 
his country-houfe, a {hort diftance from the town, was 
taken prifoner, as he attempted to pafs the patroles, 
brought in and confined in the market-houfe, from 
which he was not releafed on the day of battle, as if 
it were by the fpecial interference of providence, for 
fome of the military, when they imagined the day was 
going againft them, had refolved to putvall the pri- 
foners in the town to death, but when a party of thofe 
on guard entered the place of. confinement for the 
nefarious purpofe, Mr. Cullimore addreffed them 
with fuch an authoritative and impreflive tone, faying, 
S¢ You fhall not fhoot the prifoners ;—there are fome men 
&¢ here as loyal as you are.” This addrefs and manner 
of a better man than Marius, awed and overcame the 
fanguinary flaves, fo that they retired without perpe- 
trating the horrid crime of their bloody intent !—!—! 
Some officers and privates of the king’s troops, in the 
various fuccefs of the day, were induced, from time 
to time, to attempt a retreat to Waterford through the 
county of Kilkenny. Some fs thefe fucceeded in 
x their 
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their efforts, and from their unfavourable accounts of 
the battle, the Rofcommon militia who were in full 
march toward Rofs, turned about for Waterford ; and 
even captain Dillon, with fome of the county of Dublin 
militia, were intercepted and put to death in their 
progre‘s, by the country people, who on fight of the ~ 
-fugitives and on the report of the fuccefs of the 
county of Wexford infurgents, were making every pre-' 
paration, and nearly in readinefs to jointhem., The 
infurgents, being upbraided by their chiefs for fullying 
their bravery by drunkennefs, made a third attempt to 
_Tegain the town, and in this they difplayéd equal valour 
with what they exhibited in the earlier part of the 
‘day ; but by this time the army had acquired a greater - 
degree of confidence in their own ftrength, while 
_ feveral houfes blazed in tremendous conflagration ; and 
the infurgents received an irreparable lofs, when their 
intrepid leader, John Kelly of Killian, whofe dauntlefs 
valour on this day was but too confpicuous, received a 
wound in the leg, which put an end to his career of 
victory! Paralyfed by the lofs of fuch a man’s exer- 
tions, and no longer able to withftand the violence of 
the flying artillery, the infurgents founded a regular 
retreat, bringing away with them a piece of cannon 
taken from the army in the courfe of the action, hav- 
ing loft one which they brought with them, together 
with fome fwivels and fmall pieces, which had been 
drawn on for mere fhew, and which could not be of 
much ufe to either party. The infurgents after their 
defeat returned to their former ftation, having en- 
eamped this night at Carrick-byrne, 
f 
The lofs of the army on this day, by official ftate- 
ment, is allowed to be two hundred and thirty; in kill. 
éd, wounded, and miffing ; but that of the infurgents 
. has 
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has been varioufly reported even by different eye-wit- 
neffes, fome making it but five hundred, while others 
{tate it at two thoufand. Indeed, it is impoffible to 
afcertain their lofs during the battle itfelf, as the num- 
ber_of dead are faid to be doubly accumulated by 
thofe who were killed unarmed and unrefifting after it 
“ was allover. Many men had become fo intoxicated in 
the courfe of the day, that they were incapable of 
flying out of the town in the retreat of their affociates, 
and feveral of the inhabitants, ‘whofe houfes were 
burnt, and having therefore no place to retire to, fell 
victims alike as ftraggling infurgents to the undiftin- 
guifhing fury of the irritated foldiery, from which no 
perfon could efcape who was not clad in military attire 
of one kind or other. The following day alfo the few 
thatched houfes that remained unburnt, being the only 
places that a common perfon could get into, were clofely 
fearched, and not a man difcovered in them left alive. 
Some houfes were fet on fire even fo thronged, that the 
corpfes of the fuffocated within them could not fall to 
the ground, but continued crowded together in an up- 
tight pofture, until they were taken out to be interred. 
I cannot fuppofe that thefe horrid maffacres and con- 
flagrations were committed in revenge for the infernal 
abomination perpetrated at Scullabogue, of which I 
fhall have occafion prefently to make mention, as no 
“intelligence of that lamentable event could have reach- 
4 ed Rofs at the time, but be that as it may, officers were 
not only prefent, but even promoted and encouraged 
thofe deeds of dteadful enormity, of which every 
breaft not dead to humane feeling muft fhudder at 
the recital ! 


In the evening after the action, when the troops 
were affembled on parade, general Johnfon fingled out 
A 2 . Jieutenant _ 
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lieutenant Egan of the royal Trifh artillery, (now cap- 
tain of the royal artillery) to whom he returned his 
public thanks for his gallant and fpirited condu@ dur- 
ing the action ; and indeed, every praife is due to this 
officer, who, with a part of the Donegall militia, was 
principally inftrumental in contributing to the fate of 
the battle. Several propofals were made to the general 
to abafdon the town and retreat to Kilkenny, but he 
was determined to ftand as long as he had a man to fup- 
porthim ; however, had the troops been attacked that 
night, the prevalent opinion iss they would have fled. 
In the difpatches publithed, thanks were returned to 
all commanding officers. The uncommon bravery and 
exertions of Mr. Edward Devereux appeared fo meri- 
torious to general Johnfon, that he was offered a com- 
miffion in the army, which his mercantile avocations 
prevented him from accepting of. 

It is an invariable maxim that cowardice and cruelty 
are very clofely allied. This was moit ftrongly exem- 
plified by the barbarous conduét of the run-away mur- 
derers who iled from the battle of Rofs to Scullabogue, 
where a number of prifoners were confined in a barn, 
to which thefe favaze mifcreants (having overpowered 
the guards, who refified them as long as they could) fet 
fire, and tiade every perfon within its walls, nearly- 

/ eighty in number, perith in the flames. One hundred 
.,and eighty-four are confidently afferted to have been 
itims on this melancholy occafion, befides thirty-feven 
fhot and piked ; but then the fame account ftates, that - 
the barn was in dimenfions only thirty-four feet longs 
and fifteen feet wide ; andit is not therefore within the 
limit of reatonabhe: probability that there .were fo 
many, as they would have been fe clofely crammed in, 
that the cruelty of fuch confinement could not efcape 
notice ; 
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notice: indeed, in fuch-cafe they could fcarcely fland 
together and refpire. I am therefore led to believe, 
that the affertors of thefe ftatements have been impofed 
upon, as eighty perfons would rather crowd fuch a 
{pace too much for the purpofes of maintaining life and 
health ; and I am confequently induced the more rea- 
dily to think the information more corre& with which 
I have been favoured by refpectable and difinterefted 
authority from the neighbourhood in which the ne- 
farious tranfaCtion took place; and furely it muft, 
prove grateful to every mind to be fo agreeably unde- 
ceived refpecting the fewer number of victims. Wick- 
ednefs is feldom exhibited only in fingle a&s of depra- 
vity ; it fcarcely ever omits exerting every poflible ac- 
tion of bafenefs. Such of the victims at Scullabogue 
as had any thing about them worth taking, were plun- 
dered before being configred to their horrible fate. I¢ 
is alleged on the part of the fanguinary ruffians con- 
cerned in this moft deteftable tranfa@tion, that it was 
in retaliation for like deeds of.,,defperate cruelty prac- 
tifed againft themfelves, and irritated as they were 
from recent experience of perfecutions and tortares of 
every kind ;—whippings, ftrangulations and hangings 
without trial, which fome of the party had naryowly ' 
efcaped a few days before in Rofs, where thefe mea- 
fures were very prevalent: but no incentive, no per- 
fecution, no experience of cruelty can palliate, much 
lefs excufe fuch unnatural and deteftable atrocity. It 
is but juftice, however, to obferve, that in this horrid 
tranfaction, no perfon of fuperior condition; none 
above the mere canaille, or loweft defcription of men 
was at all concerned, however confidently the contrary 
has been aflerted ; but infamy of this indelible nature 
fhould never fo much as glance but at its proper objects. 


Were the fact otherwife than as: here ftated, it muft 
: have 
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have been notorioufly manifefted in the courfe of the 
feveral trials fince had in confequence of the very enor- 
mity, and for which fome mifcreants have been juftly 
doomed to execution. But truth impofes the tafk 
of mentioning alfo, that it has appeared from folemn 
evidence given on thofe trials, that in confequence of 
‘the infurgents being difappointed in their expeCtation 
of taking quiet polleifion of Rofs, their flag of truce 
being fhot, and after the attack, the fugitives from the 
town communicating accounts of the tortures practifed 
there, and that no quarter would be given to the peo- 
pie, an infuriate multitude of men and women rufhed 
to Scullabogue vociferating revenge, forced the guards, 
‘€who did all in their power to prote& their charge) 
and fet fire to the prifon, whichwas a thatched houfe ; 
and for this tranfaction general Johnfon has not efcaped 
animadverfion, as it is faid he was repeatedly warned 
to fpare the people or they would refort to retaliation, 
by executing all the prifoners in their hands; and if 
giving quarter would -have prevented the fatality at 
Scullabogue, humanity excites a with it had been 
given !—It is material to obferve alfo, that thefé trials : 
have difclofed information manifefting a very ftrong 
feature charateriftic of popular commotion, which is, 
thatthe unbridled multitude are as precipitate as indif- 
criminate in their deeds of outrage, putting them into 
execution as foon as conceived, to prevent the poffibi- 
lity of counteraction. This is, in fa&, fo true, that 
very often the greateft favourités cannot efcape the in. 
ftantaneous violence of popular fury. Althoughthis can- 
not be confidered as an excufe, nothing being capable of 
palliating, much lefs excufing the crime at Scullabogues 
yet its guilt would be greatly aggravated did it appear 
a deliberate or premeditated ation, in which any one 
above the meaneft vulgar was concerned. Scullabogue 
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is fituated at the foot of the eminence of Carrick-Byrne, 
whither the infurgents defeated at. Rofs retreated as 
has been obferved, and upon being made acquainted 
with the enormity, which all brave men muft reprobate, 
they univerfally and loudly exprefied their horror and ~ 
deteftation of the barbarous deed !—Surely, it is ealy 
to conceive, that the men who had fo lately difplayed 
fuch a dauntlefs fpirit of courage and confummate bra- 
very, could not- be deftitute of its general concomi- 
tant; humanity. To counteract the reports of religious 
intolerance, it muft be ftated, thar fifteen or fixteen ca- 


tholics fhared in the forrowful cataftrophe of Sculla-. 


bogue, whence only two proteftants and no catholic 
providentially efcaped. It muft be univerfally allowed, 
that robbers and murderers entertain no reverence, as 
they feel no awe of religion, in the commiffion of their 
nefarious aéts ; and Iam confident from all I can learn 
of the melancholy horrors of Scullabogue, that no- 
thing lefs than tie fignal interference of providence - 
can be confidered capable of having faved any perfon 
who was within the ill-fated barn on the dreadful day 
of its conflagration !--An inveftigation of this horrid 


_tranfaction had been firmly determined on, which fubfe- 


quent events prevented from teing carried into execu- 
tion.—It were much to be withed fuch an enquiry had 
taken place, as it would afford no room for mif- 
reprefentation.—On the day following, a proclama- 
mation, in the form of refolutions by the whole infur- 
gent army, was publifhed by the commander in chief, 
figned by himfelf, and counterfigned by the adjutant- 
general, with intention to curb all excefles againft life 
and property, and encouraging by every poflible means 
union and harmony among all defcriptions of the peo- 
ple. I deem it neceflary to males it, and here accord 
ingly it follows; 
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¢ At a meeting of the general and feveral officers 
- «© of the united army of the county of Wexford, 
«« the following refolutions were agreed upon: 


ec Refolved, that the commander ~in chief fhall 
fend guards to certain baronies, for the purpofe of 
bringing in all men they fhall find loitering and de- 
laying at home, or elfewhere ; and if any refiftance 
be given to thofe guards, fo to be fent by the com- 
manding officer’s orders,’ it is our defire and orders, 
that fuch perfons fo giving refiftance fhal! be liable 


to be put to death by the guards, who are to bear a 
commiffion for that purpofe ; and all fuch perfons 


found to be fo loitering and delaying at homes 
when brought in by the guards, fhall be tried by 
a court-mattial, appointed and chofen from among 
the commanders of all the different sor and be 
punifhed with. death. 


<* Refolved, that all officers fhall immediately repair 
to their refpeétive quarters, and remain with their 
different corps, and not depart therefrom under’ 
pain of death, untlefs authorized to quit by written 
orders from the commander in chief for Hoe pur- 
pofe. 


«¢ It is alfo ordered, that a guard fhall be kept in 
rear of the different armies, with orders to fhoot all 


* perfons who fhall fly or defert from any engage- 


ment ; and that thefe orders fhall be taken notice 
of by all officers commanding in fuch engagement. 


«¢ All men refufing to obey their faperior officers, 
to be tried by a court-martial and punifhed accord- 
ing to their fentence. 

Tt 
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se Tt is alfo ordered, that all men who fhall attempt 
to leave their refpeGive quarters when they have 
been halted by the commander in chief, fhall fuffer 
«© death, unlefs they fhall have leave from their 
‘¢ officers for fo doing. 
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ce Tt is ordered by the commander in chief, that all 
perfons who have ftolen or taken away any horfe or 
horfes, fhall immediately bring in all fuch horfes 
to the camp, at head-quarters; otherwife for any 
horfe that fhall be feen or found in the poffefiion of 
any perfon to whom he does not belong, that perfon 
fhall on being convicted thereof, fuffer death: 
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ee And any goods that fhall have been plundered 
from any houfe, if not brought in to head-quarterss 
or returned immediately to the houfes or owners, 
that all perfons fo plundering as aforefaid, fhall, on 
being convicted thereof, fuffer death. 
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<¢ Tt is alfo refolved, that any perfon or perfons who — 
fhall take upon them to kill or murder any perfon 
or prifoner, burn any houfe, or commit any plunder, 
without fpecial written orders from the commander 
in chief, fhall fuffer death. e 
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«ce By order of 
ec B. B. Harveys conden chief, 
«¢ Francis BreeEns fec. and adj.” 


66 Head-quarters, Carrick-byrne 
“ camp, June 6, 1798.”” 


A proclamation of fimilar tendency was iffued at 
Wexford on the 7th, addrefled to the infurgent armies 
‘by general Edward Roche; conceived in the following 


words: 
ma TO 
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« ro tHe PEOPLE or IRELAND: 
«© COUNTRYMEN and FELLOW-SOLDIERS|! 


«*, Your patriotic exertions in the caufe of your 


‘country have hitherto exceeded your moft fanguine 


expectations, and in a fhort time muft ultimately 
be crowned with fuccefs. Liberty has raifed her 
drooping head: thoufands daily flock to her ftan- 
dard: the voice of her children every where pre+ 
vails. Let us then, in the moment of triumphs 
return thanks to the almighty ruler of the univerfes 
that a total op has been put to thofe fanguinary 
meafures which of late were but too often reforted 
to by ‘the creatures, of government, to keep the 
people in flavery. 


“¢ Nothing now, my countrymen, appears neceflary 
to fecure the conquefts you have already won, but an 
implicit obedience to the commands of your chiefs s 
for through a want of proper fubordination and 
cilcipline, all may be endangered. } 


«< At this eventful period, all Europe mutt admire, 
and pofterity will read with aftonifhment, the heroic 
ais achieyed by people ftrangers to military taGics, 
and having few profefional commanders : but®w hat 
powPcan refi men fighting for liberty ! 


<< In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let 
not your victories be tarnifhed with any wanton a@ 
of cruelty: many of thofe unfortunate men now in 
prifon were itot your enemies from principle ; moft 
of them, compelled by neceflity, were ebliged to. 
oppofe you: neither let a difference in religious 
‘entiments caufe a difference among ‘the people. 

<« Recur 
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© Reeur ta the debates in the Irifh houfe of lords on 
«© the 19th of February laft; you will there fee a pa- 
triotic and enlightened proteftant bifhop, (Down 
and many of the lay lords) with manly eloquence, 
pleading for catholic emancipation and parliamentary 
reform, in oppofition to the haughty arguments 
of the lord chancellor, and the powerful oppofition 
of his fellow-courtiers, © 
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* To promote a union of brotherhood and affec- 


n 


tion among our countrymen of all religious perfua~ 
fions, has been our principal object: we have fworn 
in the moft -folemn manner—have affociated for 
this laudable purpofe, and no power on earth fhall 
s¢ fhake our refolution, 
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¢¢ To my proteftant foldiers I feel much indebted for 
their gallant behaviour in the field, where they ex- 
; hibited fignal proofs of bravery in the caufe. 
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Wexford, June 7, 1798. Epwarp RocueE.” 


I fhould have mentioned before, that inthe evening 
_ of the day on which the infurgents obrained poffeffion 
of Ennifcorthy, a drummer of the North Cork mili- 
* tia, who had fome time before refufed to heat hisdrum, _ 


_- when fome tune, obnoxious to the people, was called 


for, or to whip fome of the prifoners, was found hang- 
ing in the lodgings of Mr. Handcock, a clergyman 
and magiftrate, who refided in that town!—When this 
fa& became generally known, it is impoffible to con- 
ceive the indignation and fury it excited in the minds 
of the people, already flufhed with vidtory and heated 
" by intoxication. They eonfidered the murdered fol-- 
cier as a victim immolated to their caufe ;—they con- 

Y2 ceived 
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ceived he had met that fate to which they were al! 
doomed unlefs they had rifen againft extermination. 
The more violent were thofe who themfelves or their 
friends had fuffered moft feverely, previous to the in- 
furrection, and they inftantly took advantage of the 
ferment occafioned by this circumftance, to wreak their 
vengeance on thofe they confidered their enemies, 
who ftill remained in the town after it had been eva- 
cuated by the military. Many were put to death in 
confequehce, notwithftanding that the more’ fenfible 
and humane part endeavoured to protect the unhappy 
fufferers; but the voice of thofe were drowned in the 
general cry of «* They would not let one of us efcape 
«¢ if we were in their power; we would be all ferved 
e¢ like the drummer.”—I have heard many, who were 
' prefent when this horrid fcene took place, affirm that 
_ this incident produced an effet more violent and in- 
ftantaneous, and ‘excited a degree of phrenfy fuperior 
to any thing they had witnefled during the infurre@tion. 
Tt is evident from every day’s experience, that caufes 
infignificant in themfelves, do fometimes produce 
effects the moft lamentable; and, that artful men 
take advantage ‘of fuch eee in all tumultuary 
proceedings ; and confidering the ftate of mind of 
the populace at this moment, the knowledge of 
fuch a fa& muft have had a powerful operation.—It 
is remarkable that Mr. N. Hinton’s houfe, in which 
the drummer was found hanging, received no injury 
from the people, as they confidered him innocent of 
this abomination. e 


While the infurgents, kept poffeffion of Pi town of 
Ennifcorthy, another circumftance occurred, which 
produced much mifchief. The cavalry of Newtown- 
_Barry made an inroad toward the’ infurgents’ camp, as 


A 
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far as the bridge of Scarawalth, which is three miles 
from Ennifcorthy, and at this place killed a boy who 
was an idiot: he happened to be the nephew of a ca- 
_tholic prieft in the neighbourhood ; and the killing of 
this creature, who never could have made ufe of hof- 
tile weapons, produced a violent ferment which was 
not appeafed until the people facrificed, (as if to his 
manes) twelve or fourteen of their prifoners. Thefe 
facts, if any are wanting, fhow the impolicy and wick- 
ednefs of fhedding blood unneceffarily even in the fury 
of war.—The principle of retaliation is ftrongly im- 
planted in the human heart, and therefore all unnecef- 
fary irritation fhould be feduloufly avoided. 


A Guinea cutter having ftruck againft the banks of 
Blackwater, unfhipped her rudder outfide the bay of 
Wexford, where fhe caft anchor ; and the captain on 
entering the harbour to get it repaired was met by one 
of the cruifing boats, and the veffel was accordingly 
feized and brought in as a prize. Her burthen was 
forty-five tons, fhe was copper-bottomed, had fix fmall 
cannon, and her crew were eight men. She was an 
attendant on a Guinea man, failed from Liverpool a 

” few days before, had not yet received her fmall arms 
on board, but had three barrels of gunpowder, without 
which the infurgents would haye been totally deftitute 
of that article, as the three barrels they found in Wex- 
ford barracks, with a few hundred cartridges, fome 
fmall cafks and odd pounds, found in different fhops 
and gentlemen’s houfes, conftituted their whole origi- 

“nal ftock, which by this time was entirely expended. - 

It is, indeed, an extraordinary fa&t, that the infurgents 

aig not poffefs, in the whole courfe of the infurrection, 
as much powder as would be deemed neceflary, by any 
pilitary mans for the fupply of one battle, and that 
their 
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their gunfmen, fo little ufed to warfare, never retired 
until they had fired their laft{ charge, exhibiting on all 
occafions amazing intrepidity ; but-it was impoffible 
to furnifh fire-arms for the numbers offering their fer~ 
vices. In their different encampments they were mofily 
armed with pikes, and there was fcarcely any kind of 
regularity or order obferyed, every individual abfenting 
at his own difenetion, fo that at night the camps were 
almoft totally de eferted, but were in the day as crowded 
as ever. Although moft of the people of Ireland can 
but feldom indulge in the luxury of eating meat, yet 
as the vaft numbers of the infurgents were new to be 
fupplied with this article, it became an abfolute necef- 
fary. Such immenfe confumption, always i intime of wars 
even with the ftriefoconomy, being double of the 
quantity that would fupply the like numbers in time of 
peace, mutt of itfelf have foon deprived the country of 
allits cattle ; and yet this provifion was made ufe of w ith 
profafion. Cor: and potatoes were put ’ in requifition 
throughout the country, and Wexford was obliged at 
the rifgue of being burnt, to furnith almoft all the other 
ther fupplies, fuch as {pirits, beer, tobacco, falt, and lea- 
ther. Several felf-appointed commiffaries, framing dif- 
ferent excufes as it were for the advantage of the public 
fervice, while their principle was for plunder and private 
emolument, abfented themfelves frem camp and became 
_horrible public nuifances. Thefe were the cowards who 
we fled in time of a@tion, and generally became murderers 
and robbers ; while thofe who couregeoufly fought as 
brave men in the field, alwz ays remained at their poft, 
never abfenting without leave, and although fuffering 
many priyations, were remarkable for corre@ behavi- 
our and regular condu&, the true tet of brave men; 
but the poltroz cravens, who deferted the camps on 
Various pretences, were guilty of the moft defperate 
deeds, 
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deeds of otitrage, though vauntingly boaftful of aGtions 
of valour ; a fact which not only confirms the general 
pofition alyeady laid down, that cowardice and cruelty 
are conftantly united; but alfo that the vicious 
frequently affect the praifes of virtue. While the 
brave and the virtuous were otherwifé engaged fo as 
not to have it in their power to countera& the depra- 
vity of the knaves and cowards, a fad catalogue of 
widtims fuffered at the permanent camp on Vinegar- 
hill ; being declared enemies of the people, on the ac. 
bufation of one or more perfons, for different alledged 
atts of cruelty or oppofition totheir interefts; and, on 
thefe occafions, it was almoft impoffible to — the tor- . 
rent of popular fury; fo that the condudtors and ac- 
eufers of the fummary trials, thas proceeded upon; 
were in very many inftances but too fuccefsful in theic 
fchemes of murder; notwithftanding the ftrenuous 
endeavours, and the earneft entreaties and remon- 
ftrances, to the contrary, of every humane and refpec-— 
table perfon permitted to appear in their. alfemblage. 
Of thefe there were many willing enough to return to 
their homes, who were however prevented from appre- 
henfion of being facrificed themfelves, if they dared to 
a& in any, manner contrary to the will of the popu- 
lace. ft has been confidently afferted, and too ftrongly 
inculcated, that the infurgents were refolved to facrifice 
all proteftants; of this the beft refutation is, that had 
this been their principle or intention, the accomplifh- 
ent was in their power; and the avoiding its perpetra- 
Ags atthe angry and exafperated moment, muft be con- 
fidered conclufive in oppofite argument. Indeed, it is 
too evident that this falfehood has been induftrioufly im- 
preffed for the purpofe of foftering prejudice, and of con- 
tinuing balefal divifion among the feveral defcriptions of 
- the people, by political adventurers, who shamefully en- 
courage 
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courage and foment thofe animofities which have brought 
fo much caiamity and ruin on the country ; of which, 
if any Irifhman requires further proof, the eventful 
hiftory of his country, fince the period of 1798, is 
abundantly convincing ; and I fondly hope the charita- 
ble difcyimination of all Ivifhmen will induce them to 
abandon their prejudices, and cultivate a friendly inter- 
csurie with each other, and I am confident they will 
find this line of conduét conneéted and congenial with 
their true interefts and happinefs, as it will prevent 
their being cajoled.or worked up at any future period 
to mutual rancour, to anfwer the ends of political fe- 
ducers, as the deftru@tion of their country muft be the 
confequence. All proteftants who had the good will 
of their neighbours, and who had not adventured in the 
hanging, burning, flogging, fhooting and exterminating 
fyftem, that immediately preceded the infurreétion, were 
in general as fafe as any other defcription of men in 
the country on joining the people, for as to this there 
was no alternative; but it muft be acknowledged, in- 
deed, that many gentlemen who had been formerly 
much liked, were confidered as unpardonable if con- 
cerned in any exertion againft the people of the de- 
fcription juft cited, particular inftances of which al- 
ledged- againft them occafioned the imprifonment and 
death of-individuals. It is afferted, that no catholic 
was put to death. Surely, the indifcriminate deftruc- 
tion at Scullabogue, where fifteen or fixteen catholics 
perithed with the reft in the Hames, fufficiently refutes 
this barefaced affertion; but asthe public mind has 
been fo mifled, Ideem it abfolutely neceffary to ftate 
other faéts that give the lie to furmife, which, among 
the general exceiles of the day, would not otherwife 
deferve hiftorical notice. Two catholics were put to 
death by the people in Wexford, Francis Murphy on 
the 3d, and Jofeph Murphy on the 14th of June, 
both 
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both for being informers. Certainly if any catholics 
had launched forward in the prevalent mode of fup- 
prefling infurrection, namely, violation, flagellation, 
conflagration, deliberate murder and extermination, 
they would certainly have incurred equal odium with 
any proteftant, or even infidel, guilty of the like 
deeds. Catholics, however, not being of the privileged 
clafs, (not even one catholic juftice of péace in the 
county) and therefore not having the power if ‘they 
had the inclinations could not be generally involved 
with the people; on the fcore of authority or oppreflion, 

“é and this may fatisfa@torily account why fo few catho- 
lics, comparatively with proteftants, were facrificed to 
popular phrenfy and irritation. In all the proclama- 
tions and other documents publifhed during the infur- 
rection, there does not appear the fmalleft fymptom of 
religious bigotry: the very contrary is even manifeft ; 
but fhould it be any longer infifted on, that the con- 
du& and expreffions of folitary individuals unequivo- 
cally difcountenanced by the great majority, were the 
fentiments of the whole people, it muft be ftated in op- 
pofition, and the argument would be juft as fair, that 
the proteftants had refolved on the extermination of 
the catholics, as fome individuals of them have ex- 
preffed themfelves favourableto fuch a meafure, and 
have lamented the arrival of lord Cornwallis in Ireland, 
asin their mind it prevented the extirpation of the 
Avhole of the infurgents, by them denominated catholics. 

A Thete fentiments have been fo notorious as to find utte- 
vance even in parliament. : 

During the whole period of, the infurreStion in the 
county of Wexford, it isa fa&t no lefs furprifing than 
true, that the fair fex was refpeSted even by thofe who 
did not hefitate to rob or murder ; noone inftance exift- » 
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ing of a female being injured or violated, including 
the wives, fifters and daughters of thofe denominated 
the greateft enemies of the people; in whofe condu& ~ 
‘appears another very ftriking feature: with refpe@ to 
the king, they were filent: his majefty’s name was 
not mentioned with difrefpect, nor was he confidered as 
the caufe of their misfortunes ; but indeed they pre- 
ferved no fuch delicacy with refpe@ to the characters 
of thofe whom they confidered the promoters and fup- 
‘porters of their perfecutions: they reviled them in 
the ftronyeft terms of reprobation, and did not fpare 
‘many of their lives or properties. 


4 In cafe of plunder I believe no perfon was fpared 
who was not at home to prevent: it, or who was not 
fortunate enough to have a confidential perfon to 
welcome the marauders; who pléaded the public, 
fervice in -excufe of robbery and outrage; but meat 
-and drink if freely offered and fupplied, generally pre- 
ferved a houfe from. otherwife inevitable direption. 
On thefe occafions, catholics and proteftants were alike 
-fubje&t to depredation. I poffefled perhaps as much 
popularity as any perfon in the county of Wexford, 
and notwithftanding this and my being a catholic, I 
was plundered by the infurgents in the very outfet: I 
loft all that could pofibly be taken from me; my 
doors and windows were broken open to get at my 
‘guns and piftols; my defks and trunks were fearched 
and rifled; my Horfes and mules were all rode off ; 
and for this and the like robberies the depietiabls 
would plead the public fervice. Several perfons who 
‘had been much difliked by the populace, had the good 
fortune to poffefs faithful fervants, who by a free offer 
of what was wanted in the houfe,- faved all the reft 5 
while many others wha were much beloved by tle 

people, 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 17k 


people, fuffered confiderably in their houfes and pro- 
perties, in confequence of the difhonefty of thofe who 
were left in care of them,-as they countenanced and 
encouraged pillage, in hopes thereby to fcreen their 
own villainy, in appropriating to themfelves the bef 
and moft valuable part of the plunder. 
rd 
Great numbers crowded into Wexford from the diffe-° 
rent cainps and other parts of the country, demanding 
fupplies of falt, tobacco, fpirits and leather; threaten- 
ing to fet fire to the town in cafe of refiftance or not of 
immediate compliance. The mode adopted in manag- 
ing the fupplies was, that the committee iffued orders 
to thofe poffeffing any of the articles in demand, 
to furnifh the fame ina fpecified quantity ; but the fre- 
quency of application fo multiplied their employment, 
that it was not poflible for them'to attend to all the 
various bufinefs that accumulated upon them; and 
finding themfelves unequal to the tafk, they were ob-* 
liged to call for affiftances and a feparate committee for 
each article in demand was confequently appointed. 
To pleafe the lower claffes, who had expreffed 
diffatisfaGtion, fome of them were now aflociated 
with thofe of higher rank, in this difcharge of 
public duty, the trouble and vexation of which 
they had no conception of until they fhared in the 
labour, whereby thofe originally appointed . were 
- greatly relieved, and the common people henceforward 
proved lefs troublefome to them, as their compeers 
and companions were more fuccefsful in their argu- 
ments, to perfuade them of the great difficulty of fup- 
plying them in as large quantities as before, and fo 
reconciling them to accept of lefs. Various plunder 
took place on the infurgents taking poffeflion of the 
town, great part of which was afterwards reftored, 
as orders were iffued that all kinds of property not be- 
28 a longing 
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longing to thofe in whofe poffeffion it might be found, 

fhould be returned on pain of fevere punifhment. The 
court-houfe in Wexford was the depofitory for fuch 

property, which the owners recovered on making 

their claim. ; 


The peace and quietnefs exifting in the town of 
Wexford during the infurreGtion, except the little dif- 
turbance, now and again occafioned, by the vociferous 
commifiaries from the camps, was very remarkable. 
At night particularly the moft folemn filence conti- 
nually prevailed, as allthe inhabitants retired early to 
reft, and the utmoft regularity of condu@, and peace- 
able behaviour was obferved. The weather was re- 
markably warm and ferene, and the phyficians in 
town apprehended @ contagious gaol fever from the 
numbers in confinement. Among the feveral expe- 
dients to remedy this evil, it was fuggefted to make 
the church a lodgment for prifoners, being confidered 
a healthy and eligible fituation, and then. deferted by 
the proteftants as their place of worfhip; but this 
fcheme was warmly and effectually oppofed by the 
principal. catholics, ; as it might be deemed difrefpe&tful | 
to the feat of the proteftant worfhip, while thofe of 
the latter perfuafion were eager and urgent to have i it 
fo occupied, in order as they faid, to thin the crowds 
confined in the common prifon. As a fubftitute for 
this difappointment, the affembly- room was then re- 
forted to, and fifty of the prifoners were confined 
there, while twenty-four of the principal gentlemen 
were fent on board a floop in the harbour, which had 
been fitted out for that purpofe. Another floop had 
been alfo intended for like occupancy, but foon con-, 
demned as unfit for that fervice. 


To- 
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To endeavour to pleafe the people, who were very 
vociferous againft all thofe they confidered as occafion- 
ing the cruelties practifed againft them, the following 
. proclamation was iflued ; 


csPROCLAMATION 
s¢ of the PEOPLE of the county of Wrxrorn, 


«cs Whereas it ftands manifeftly notorious that 
s¢ James Boyd, Hawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, and 
s¢ Archibald Hamilton Jacob, late magiftrates of this 
¢¢ county, have committed the moft horrid as of 
¢¢ cruelty, violence and oppreflion againft our peace- 
«¢ able and well-difpofed countrymen; now we the 
«¢ people affociated and pnited for the purpofe of 
¢* procuring our juit rights, and being determined to 
«¢ protect the perfons and properties of thofe of all 
*¢ religious perfuafions, who have not oppreffed uss 
«* and are willing to join with heart and hand our 
€¢ glorious caufe; as well as to fhew our marked dif- 
¢¢ approbation and horror of the crimes of the above 
«¢ delinquents, do call on our countrymen at large, to 
«¢ ufe every exertion in their power to apprehend the 
© bodies of the aforefaid James Boyd, Hawtrey White, 
«© Hunter Gowan, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, 
«« and to fecure and convey them to the gaol of Wex- 
<© ford, to be brought before the tribunal of the people. 
¢s Done at Wexford, this gth day of June, 1798. 


<¢ God fave the people.” 


The camp, which had been ftationed at Carrick- 
Byrne, removed to Slyekielter, where the encamp- 
ment continued for a few days; while nothing remark- 
able happened, except fome ineffectual attacks that 
were made on the gun-boats, going up the Barrow 

| from 
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rote Paffage to Rofs; and a mail was taken, going 
frem Rofs to Waterferd by water, and fent to 
Wexford. 


The country was fo guarded, in every quarter, asto 
have a party flationed at every crofs-road, and this fer-~ 
vice was. allotted to the old and infirm, or fuch as were 
sneapable of bearing the fatigue of marching ; but 
they were alfo attended by many others who abfented ~ 
themfelves from the camps on various pretences : fome 
women and children were likewife to be feen at thefe. 
feveral pofts, and the vigilance was fuch, that no per- 
fon could pafs unknown, nor was it pofiible to be at 
Hberty and be confidered neuter; notwithftanding alf 
the boaftful vauntings to the contrary of fome who 
think to recommend themfelves by thefe impofitions. 
Fam confident fuch affertions are utterly unfounded, 
for certainly no perfon could remain at liberty, who 
Was not eonfidered friendly to the people; yet fill E 
am far from beieg of opinion, that every perfon who 
jomed the infurgents, ated from cordial motives, 
however profeiling gieat zeal and alacrity in the caufe; 
but the imperious neceffity of the times was fuch, as 

, to induce numbersto humour the people fo far, as not 
<y. to fay or do any thing that might, in any degree, be 
conftrued as oppofition to them; and any Impartial 
perfon’ muft be convinced, ona fale enquiry into the 
nature of popular commotion, that it would be im pof- 
fible to controul the ations of a multitude, under 
fuch circumftances as then exifted in the county of 
Wexford: an irritated populace becoming matters 
‘of a country, are ever ungovernable: and, indeed, 
thofe who vaunt moft, at prefent, of not having 
yielded to them, were more than any otherss 
4 profufe in their profeflions, and have gone ol 
than 
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than thofe whom they now revile in the moft unjuftifia~ 
ble manner. Some alfo who were thus involved, hav- 
ing fled the country early, now pretend to afk, why an 
efcape was not, effe@ed by fuch as were not well in- 
clined to the caufe of the infurgents, if not in confine- 
ment? Although it may not have been altogether im- 
potible, yet it was not very probable, that any one 
could get out of the country without the confent of the 
people, which muft have been obtained by impofing on 
them; by the pretence of friendihip, to whom the per- 
fon muft fhortly after have appeared a traitor, (a cha- 
' adler not very enviable, under the moft favourable cits 
‘cumftances) which condu& would have endangered the 
fafety of his family and friends, if he had any, as well 
as that of his property; fo that-I think it reafonable 
to fuppofe, that thofe who urge this argument, would 
not have attempted an efcape, were they in the place 
of thofe whofe condud they fcrutinife. 


A pitched cap being found in the barrack of Wex- 
ford, and an orange commiflion or warrant appointing 
a ferjeant of the North Cork militia to found an orange 
lodge in the town, roufed the people from the utmolt 
tranquillity to the higheft pitch of fury. This quickly 
drew together great numbers in the barrack-yard, and 
their horror of the orange fyftem was fo excited, that 
in thofe emblems they imagined they poffefled the moB 
convincing proof of their intended extermination. Af. 
ter a variety of confufed exclamation againftt the pro~ 
moters, it was refolved to clap the pitched cap on 
the head ef the orange lord, who, they faid, had been 
‘the introducer of that fyftem in the county of Wexford. 
They accordingly proceeded from the barrack, exhi- 
biting the pitched cap on the top of a pike, difplaying 
at the fame time the orange commiffion or Warrant, 

and 
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and were in direct march, with violent fhouts of exul- 
ration, to lord Kingfborough’s lodging. I was in the 
at of bathing at the time, and hearing the tumultuous _ 
noife, I dreffed quickly and arrived at the houfe along 
with them. I went upto lord Kingfborough’s room 
and fought to appeafe the multitude by addrefling them 
from the window; but this was not effected till many 
of the principal inhabitants were brought to the fcene_ 
of tumult ; when one of them, on pretence of look- 
ing at the pitched cap; took and threw it over the quays 
and the hated emblem being no longer in view, the 
fury of the people abated; the orange commifhon or 
warrant was taken from them, and they difperfed ; nor 
was there any thing more heard of the affair until the 
next morning, when the captain of the guard for the 
day, (having every thing previoufly arranged and 
ready, after parade, when all others had retired to 
Breakfaft, and on his own mere authority) took dowm 
lord Kingfborough and his two officers to the quay, and 
conducted them on board the fhip that had been fitted 
out but condemned, where he provided them with 
abundance of frefh ftraw, and placed a detachment 
of his guard over them. All this was executed with 
fuch hafte and precaution, that it was not for fome 
time known to the principal inhabitants. Thefe, how- 
ever, on hearing of the affair, affembled and appealed 
to the people, then collected to know what was the 
matter. They réeprefented to them, that as thefe officers 
shad furrendered on condition of being treated as prifon- 
ers of war, they ought not to be confined on board a 
eondemned fhip; and the confequence was, that two 
boat-loads of butchers were fent on board to examine 
and infpect the ftate of the veffel, on whofe report 
that fhe was. not fit fora pig to be confined in, lord 
Kingfhorough and his officers were brought back to 


their 
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their former fituation, where they remained until the 
furrenider of the town; the veffel was then hauled into- 
the harbour, while ne funk within a foot of her deck. 


_From the great heat and violence of the people 
againt lord Kingfborough, in confequence of reports 
of his cruelty and exertions in flogging, and the other 
modes previouily practifed for quieting the people, dif- 
ferent parties, from town and country, frequently pro- 
ceeded.tothe houfe where he was confined, with an in- 
tention of putting him to death, but the guards always 
tefuling to give him out to them without an order, 
and during the delay thus occafioned, providentially for 
his lordfhip, one or other of the principal inhabitantss 
ufually came up, and by reprefenting the conditions, 
which had been promifed him on furrendering, they 
prevailed on the people to depart. Confidering the 
great fury of the people againft lord Kingfborough 
‘for his previous violent exertions, being reported very 
cruel and fanguinary, his efcape muft be confidered 

. really wonderful, if not truly aftonifhing ; and I can 
account for it in no.other manner; than that the county 
of Wexford not having been his fcene of action, and 
there exifting no kind of communication with any 
other quarter, there could not poflibly be any pofitive 
proof adduced of his aétions, except in a folitary in- 
ftance, which was eafily got over.. His lordfhip had 
been, previousto his imprifonment, but a very fhort 
time in Wexford, as he left that town in two or three 
days after he had marched into it with his regiment. 
But fome of his officers had obferved a lady at a win- 
dow, viewing the'troops as they came in, who attracted 
their particular notice. After dinner, at which the 
bottle had pretty freely circulated, the recolletion of 
the fight of this lady had fo far worked on the minds 
of. fome of the lads, that they propofed te fally forth 

Aa ~ 


178 INSURRECTION OF THE 


and endeavour to obtaina nearer view of her; and 

lord Kingfborough, being a young man himfelf, hu- 

moured the frolick,; and accompanied them. Not 

gaining admittance however as they expeéted, in the 

military ftile refolved to ftorm the premifes, and his 

lordfhip being a tall,» athletic man, raifed one of the 

officers on his fhoulders; who was thereby enabled, 

as the houfe was low, to get in through a window in 

the fecond ftory. The lady’s hufband was abfent, and 

herfelf quite alone in the houfe, but on perceiving their 

_Intentions, fhe got out by a back-window, and thus 
eluded their defign, as well as put an end to any farther 

progrefs in this adventure. When his lordfhip afterward 

became aprifoner this was quoted as an unfavourable cir- . 

cumftance, but it was obviated with little difficulty by an, 

argument, (not at all intending to throw the leaft re- 

flexion on the lady’s, character) which was, that her 

hufband was himfelf a prifoner with the people, againft 

whom therefore the offence could never have been 

intended, as no attempt of the kind had been made on 

. any of their wives or families, but was an infult offered 
by one whom they called an enemy, to another whom 
théy thought deferving of the fame appellation. This 
point being thus’ fettledy and all other accufations 
againfi his lordihip being general, they were the more 
eafily overcome; but had they been particular, the 
event might lave been quite otherwife, as the injured 
perfon or peffons, for the moft part, would not liften to. 
any kind of teafoning, but obftinately hold out and 
perfevere in their accufations and complaints, which 
they fo feelingly imprefied on the affemblage of 
people appealed to on fuch occafions, that they ufually 
gained over their fympathetic approbation of the mea- 
fares they propofed, and wotild thus fucceed againft all 
interceflion. Of this truth I had moft fenfible experi- 
ence ; 
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ence; for although I proved, on feveral occafions, 
providentially inftrumentai in faving lives, E was ut- 
terly incapable in other inflances : particularly, T found 
it totally out of my power, notwithftanding the many 
means I fought, to refcue my ever to be regrett ed; dear 
and valuable friend, Mr. Turner,.from the fury of the 
people, by whom he had been previoufly very much 
beloved, but all his former popularity was'eclipfed by 
his having been unfortunately worked up to fet fire to 
fome houfes ; and this being well known tothe people 
of the country, his fafety became an impoffbility. 
Taking the cafes of Mr. Turner and lord Kingfborough 
in any point of view; and confidering my frequent fuc- 
cefs in preferving the man with whom his misfortune 
alone made me acquainted, while my moft earneft and 
anxious. endeavours to protect the friend of my bofom 
were fatally ineffectual, local circum ftances alone can 
explain thé confequences, But, how varioufly will 
prejudice and mifreprefentation detail-and expatiaté on 
fuch intricate facts, according to the feeling, inclination 
or judgment of the narrator, who, if he be not a fenfible 
ox unbiaffed eye-witnefs, difcriminating and dauntlefs, 
during the period of danger, or difcerning in feleG@ion 
of report, will afterward difplay the thoughts of latent 
bigotry, wilful perverfion of truth, or the flimfy tif- 
fue of hearfay-information, varied and altered into dif- 
ferent fhapes of falfehood, according to the feveral dif- 
pofitions of the circulators; but ocular eyidence muft 
ever fuperfede the accounts of rumour, even of ever 
fuch boafted authenticity, when difcrimination may be 
overpowered by terror, 


The infurgents in the different camps being in great 
want of gunpowder, without which they could not pro- 
ceed, remained ftationary for feveral days, as the pow- 
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der in Wexford was confidered too little for its defence, 
and different reports were circulated, that it was to be 


7 attacked from the fouthern quarter. The demand for 


gunpowder, however, from the camp on Gorey-hill, 
was fo’ prefling, that a barrel of it was fent thither 
from Wexford to‘ enable the infurgents to proceed td 
Arklow; which, on the defeat of colonel Walpole, had 
been deferted by the military ; but the inhabitants of 
which, on being left to themfelves, remained quietly at 
homé, imitating the example that had been fet them 
at Gorey, before the battle of Tubberneering, when 
they were forced and overwhelmed into the fyftem of 
the infurrection. The Cavan militia was ordered from 
Dublin to join colonel Walpole’s divifion, then under 
general Needham, and they marched inte Arklow on | 
the 6th’ of June; different other parties of the military 
arrived there on the 7th and 8th, and on the oth the 
garrifon was confiderably reinforced by the Durham 


fenfibles, who fuffered’ no fatigue in their way from 


Dublin, as they had been’ conveyed in carriages and 
jaunting-cars, preffed for that purpofe ; the whole force. 
in Arklow, amounted all together to fixteen hundred 
men. The infurgents had marched from Gorey-hill 
to Coolgrény, where arranging their mode of attack, 


’ they proceeded in'two great columns, one toward the 


fifhery on the fea-fide, and the other toward the upper- 
end of the town, the attack being to bé made on both 
ends of the town at once. The military, having full no- 
tice of the approach, were very advantageoufly potted, 
without which they could ‘not have refitted the im- 
petuous, attack made upon them ;' however they were 
obliged to retire fomewhat from hele original pofitions. 
In a violent effort to gain the upper-end of the town, 
the rev, Michael Murphy, who'led on the infurgents © 
at that fide, fell, and this ftopped the progrefs and‘pre- 
<< oa fuccels of the ere: \ Varioufly did the 
fortune 
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fortune of itis day feem to ferme SENS neceflary 
however. to mention that rumours oe a retreat of the 
troops were circulated, and that orders were givens 
and feeming preparations made for that purpofe ; but 
this Till appears a difputed point, and as the proverb 
has it, < all is well that ends well.” The infurgents, 
after having difplayed fingular ‘bravery; courage and 
intrepidity, as long as their am munition lafted, retreated 
“when that was expended, to their former pofition at 
Gorey ; and thus ended the battle, at the very mo- 
ment that it is alleged the army had determined to re- 
treat ; and moft undoubtedly my information warrants 
me to mention that fome of the military had already 
retreated; and I cannot pofitively fay they ‘might not 
have good authority for their condu&.’ Although the 
rey. Mr. Gordon had documents from under the hand 
of a diftinguifhed officer, colonel Bainbridge, that fuf- 
ficiently warrants the affertion; it was however, gener- 
ally circulated by many that were in the ation; and as, 
upon the whole, I would not readily admit hearfay 
evidence, but onthe cleareft conviction of the truth, 
yet Ithink my account would be deficient, if I omitted 
to mention an important fact, and upon which fo much 
firefs is laid, as related by Mr. Gordon, 


«« Many inftances might be given of men, who at 
s¢ the hazard of their own lives, concealed and main- 
«© tained loyalifts until the for pafled away; on the 
«¢ other hand many might be given of cruelties com- 
<« mitted by perfons not natives of Ireland; I fhall 
«© mention only’ one a&,- not of what I fhall call 
«¢ cruelty, fince no pain was inflicted, but ferocity not 
«© calculated’ to foften the rancour of the infurgents: 
«¢/fome foldiers of the ancient Britifh regiment cut 

oyes the — body of et Miehae Murphy, after 

tae 6 ee 


\ 
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«: the battle of Arklow, took out his heart, roafted his 
£¢ body, and oiled their, boots with the greafe which 
€¢ dripped from it.’—-Mr. George Taylor in-his hiftori- 
cal account of the Wexfordian rebellion, (pager 36) fays> 
«¢ Lord Mountnorris and fome of his troop, in view- 
¢ ing the {cene of action, found the body of the per- 
ss fidious prieft Murphy, who fo much deceived him 
‘¢ and the country. Being exafperated, his lordfhip 
ordered the head to be ftruck off, and his body to be ~ 
s¢ thrown into a houfe that was burning, exclaiming, 


¢€ 


ae 


~ € Tet his body go where his foul is.” I hope that the 


<e writer was mifinformed, and that the noble earl, 
<¢ remarkable for his liberality to romanifts, was not 
€* the author of this act*,”? 


The only time I was ever in company with the prieft 


 jufi mentioned, certainly was at lord Mountnorris’s 


houfe, in 1797» when his lordfhip was engaged in the 
plan of procuring fignatures of loyalty from the ca- 
tholics ;. and I underftand that this prieft greatly con- 
tributed to the fuccefs of that undertaking, which was - 


afterwards much refle&ed on, arid from the afperfions 


that were thrown out, it was, probably, that his lord- 
fhip was induced, by this coup de main, to prove to 
the world that he had not, though he was fuppofed 
to have been, a friend to catholics. —Such tranfactions 
as took place on this occafion, it muft be obferved; are 
the more lamentable, not only as they of themfelves 
ferve to keep up animatey, but much more fo when 
they are, not to fay connived at, but even encouraged 
by perfons of the higheft rank; while all perfons of 
humanity, but even a degree ee the loweft vulgar, 
and even the humane of thefe, (for they are far from 
being in general deftitute of the principle in Ireland,) 
and 

‘ i Sce Gordon's hiftory of the zebellion, pages 2125 2136 | 
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and efpecially all who have received any degree of éedu- 
cation, fhould fet their faces againft fuch pitiful atts 
of ferocious cruelty, as would difgrace the vileft 
-favages. 5 


While I am on the fubje&t of thé rev. Michael Mur- 
phy’s death, I muft beg leave to expre{s the opinion I 
have adopted, in conjunction with the moft fenfible 
and rational men that I have converfed with on the 
fubje&, refpeSting the priefts who were aétive in the 
infurrection.—W hen clergymen fo far forget their duty 
as to take up arms, fo contrary’ to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, they become moft dangerous men; and the 
fooner fuch are cut off by any fatal cataftrophe, thé 
better. The duty of a clergyman is to preach peace 
and charity towards all mankind: when his condu@ 
deviates from this, he a&s inconfiftent with the pro- 
feffion hé has entered into. Why throw off the meek 
garb of peace for the horrid habiliments of war ?— 
Under no poffible circumftances ought a clergyman . 
to be inftrumental to the death of any perfon, except 
in the moft urgent neceffity of felf-defence :—when- 
ever elfe hetakes up arms, he becomes a traitor tothe 
gofpel of chrift; and although treafon may, on par- . 
ticular occafions, be cohfidered ufeful, yet a traitor to 
any caufe never can be regarded, even by thofe for . 
whom he exerts himfelf. Befidesthe interference of cler- 
gymen encouraging any kind of ftrife, but particularly 
warfare, muft be confidered highly culpable, and defery- 
' ing of a fatal end. Not one of the priefts who took 
up arms in the county of Wexford, efcaped a violent 
and fudden death, clearly indicating a providential 
fate; and although they were not all, at the time, 
under fufpenfion or ecclefiaftical cenfure, yet under 
ene fo nearly allied to it, as ta prevent any of them 

from 
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from having arrived to the fitnation of a parifh, prieft. 
Tt is but common juftice that thofe alone fhould. bear 
the difgrace of reprobation who aually deferved 
ity and that the great body of the catholic clergy 
fhould be refcued from cenfure, as they were free from 
blame. The mifconduct of a few individuals fhould 
mot involve the good character of the many», and it 
muft he recollected that, even among the twelve apof- 
tles, there was a traitor. The conduct of the roman 
catholic clergy of the county of Wexfords, however 
unjaftly reviled, wass during the infurrection there, 
. guided by the true diGates and principles of chrif- 
tianity, really exemplary and meritorious. They 
comforted the afflicted with all the zeal and. warmth of” 
chriftian charity, and in the moft trying and critical 
period, practifed every deed that Mmuit be confidered 
benevolent, by every liberal and enlightened mans 
whatever brawlers of loyalty may affert to the con- 
trary ; endeavouring; with indifcriminating | abufe, to 
brand their conduc in general with the ftain of i in- 
famy. They, by every poffible means, fought to afford ; 
every afliftance and protection in their power, to thofe 
who ftood in need of-it ; but their influence was greatly 
diminifhed by not following the example of the mili- 
rant priefts, who ftrove to attain an elevation and 
faperiority over their brethren in this way, which they 
‘could not otherwife accomplifh.—If I may be allowed 
the expreffion, the conduct of the fighting priefts was 
truly amphibious. For while they caft off the cha- 
ra¢ter of priefts, and took up that of ioldiers, they 
flill wifhed to maintain an afcendancy, even in their 
new flations, by reafluming the prieft whenever it 
anfwered the purpofe of fuperiority, the paffion for - 
which was greatly augmented by indulgence in drink= 


ing; 
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ing ; and notwithftanding all this, they were confpi- 
cuous for courage and humanity. 


The encampment at Slieye-kielter was transferred 
from thence to Lacken-hill, within a mile of the town 
of Rofs; and although Mr. Harvey had manifefted 
courage, and had formed an excellent plan forthe 
attack of that town, which failed of fuccefs only by, 
not following his dire@tions ; yet no confideration pre-. 
vented his condué&t from being faulted, and he there- 
fore leaving the command to the reverend Philip 
Roche, whofe boifterous condu& pleafed the multitude 
better, returned to Wexford. 


The foldiery ftationed at Newtown-Barry made. 
feveral excurfions, and in the courfe of their progrefs, 
fome miles from the town, they fhot evéry man they 
net, howevér unarmed and unoffending, and plundered 
and burned: feveral houfes. The infurgents on 
Vinegar-hill, irritated by thefe exceffes, followed the 
example, and, day after day, made excurfions from 
their camp to counteract the military ; but however 
it fo happened, that they did not fall in with each 
other, as they proceeded on different fides of the 
Slaney, which prevented their meeting, although their 
depredations were in fight of each other; and while 
the one party was burning and deftroying what they 
confidered enemy’s property, in one quarter, the other, 
aCtuated by revenge, was committing like devaftation 

. in another; and it would feem as if by preconcertion, 
that both moved in different direCtions on every parti- 
cular day of excurfion; fo that the only warfare be- 

fr them was an apparent ftrife, who fhould caufe 
the greateft defolation, or who fhould appear moft 
. Seer eager 
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eager to deftroy what was fpared by the other, fo that 
the flate of the country was truly lamentable. 


There were but few gunfmen: belonging to the fta- 
tionary camp at Vinegar-hill, and an attack on that 
poft being apprehended; one hundred and thirty gunf- : 
men were fent thither from Wexford, under the com- 


_tnand of captain Murphy. Thefe men had not ex-. 


perienced any of the perfecitions practifed previous 
to the infurrection, and were confequently untainted 
with the rancorous fpirit of revenge which they pro- 
duced in other quarters. In fhort they were remark- 
able for regularity of condact, and they prevented a 


, continuation of thé cruel a€tsthat had been hitherto per- 


petrated there ; for being fhocked on thé morning of 
the roth-of Hand) which was the next after their ar- 
rival, by feeing a man put to death, the Wexford men 
would not witnefs fuch another fcene, and they de- 
clared they would not permit another inftance of the 
kind while they remained ; and their humane example 
fhamed the moft venaaon3 whom they awed into 
‘orders fo that not another perfon fuffered on Vinegar- 


hill thenceforward until the 20th; and therefore this 


important truth completely contradi@s the greatly 
exaggerated accounts of daily viQims, and the ag- 
gravated ftatements erroneoufly propagated of wicked. 
atrocitiés committed there; and however lamentable 
it is that many perfons were facrificed to popular furys 
‘yet it is fomewhat confoling to be undeceived that half 
the numbers flated could not have fuffereds Ido not 
by any means intend to exculpate the atrocities com- 
mitted on Vinegar-hill, as a fad catalogue of fafferers 
could be enumerated, but fach mifreprefentation has 
taken place, that I thould confider myfelf deficient in 
the tafk I have undertaken, did I not take every oppor- 

; ; tunity 
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€anity of declaring fats as they occurred, however I 
lament the exiftence of the dreadful effeéis of popular 
fury. Any deviation from aruth in ftating fuch 
egregious enormities can take place only with a view 

o keep alive thofe prejudices, which it is fo much the 
intereft of every true lover of his country to fupprefs ; 
‘and to learn the real ftate of occurrences will be the 
beft poffible means of inducing contending parties to 
forgive and forget the paft, and to cherifh harmony in 
future. I mult obferve refpecting thofe lifts, denomi- 
nated authentic, of perfons faid to be put to death in 
particular places, that it is neceflary to be intimately 
and perfeétly acquainted with the country and its in- 
habitants, to be able to difcover that feveral individuals 
are multiplied in the account of their deaths, as the 
fame perfon is mentioned particularly and generally, 
in one place by one, and in quite a djfferent fituation 
by another; and thus are narrators impofedon, not 
being fo circumtt tanced as to be able‘to feleét truth from 
falfehood; for it by no means comes within the pro- 
vince of learning to fift aad unravel the many confufed 
ftories of feveral perfonsy each varying the account of 
the fame’ deed; which though in faét but one occnr- 
rence, yet might be miftaken for feparate tranfadtions, 
as no feature of coincidence is fo difcernible in the 
feveral relations of the fame thing, as to exhibit the 
real and uniform picture. I have undertaken this nar- 
yative, with many facts of which Lam unfortunately 
but too well acquainted, from no other idea but, a 
with to reconcile my countrymen, and not to let mifre- 
prefentation or falfehood pafs to pofterity ; which muit 
otherwife, perhaps, be as much impofed on, as thofe 
who have hitherto written on the fubject, when it 
would be utterly impofible to obviate mifreprefenta- 


tion ; and I write as much for the information. of 
Bb2 ; ~ thofe 
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thofe who have been already led aftray, as for the 
public at large; and fhall be happy to elucidate any 
particular that may not appear fufficiently explained, to 
convince them that I advance nothing for whichI have 
not undeniable authority, independent of my perfonal 
and local‘knowledge of the principal events; and if 


they feel the candour they profefs, I truft they will 


do me credit for wifhing to fet them right, whenthey ap- 
peal to the public for information and corretion, of any 
errors that might’ poffibly have crept into their works, 


On the roth of June an attack was made by fome 
gun-boats on Fethard, where after deftroying all 
the boats moftly belonging to poor fifhermen, the 
crews fet fire to and burned many houfes. | This occur- 


rence, with feveral fhips, feemingly of war, being feen 


off the coaft, renewed the former opinion, that a land- _ 
ing and attack were intended in the fouthern part of 
the county. Small camps of obfervation were therefore 
inftituted at Carne and Raftoonftown, to be attended 
by all the married men of the neighbourhood, they 
being fuppofed to prove more watchful for the protec» 
tion of their wives and families, by obviating fudden 


emergency ; while all the batchelors, fit for a@ual’ 


fervice were ordered to attend at Lacken-hill. In Wex- 
ford, attempts were made to manufa@ure gunpowder, 
to fupply the fcarcity of that article, which, however, 


she not fucceed, for though it would explode, yet it 
J, 


was with little or no force. The weather continued > 
remarkably fine and ferene, a circumftance very fa- 
vourable to the infurgents’ mode of warfare, as they 
had fearcely any covering but a few booths or tents 
not fufficient to contain even their officers, fo that the 
camps were not much encumbered with equipage and 
only requiring the choice-of a field, and fhould one 


not 
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not prove ample enough for their numbers; the adjoin~ 
ing enclofures were occupied in fufficient extent to con- 
tain them in the open air, 


Sir Thomas Efmonde, baronet, and Mr. Laurence 
Doyle, officers in the Caftletown yeoman cavalry, could 
not efcape the general fufpicion entertained againft ca- 
tholics, and although they were known to have per- 
formed their duty at the battle of Arklow, yet this did 
not proteét them from a moft contumelious and public 
arreft on the 12th of June, at Arklow, whence they 

were conducted, under,a guard, to Dublin, where they 
continued fome days in confinement, and were then li- 

berated without the fhadow of a charge being brought 

againftthem. The impolicy of this and the like traaf- 

actions, in fuch critical times, is fo flagrant, that it is a- 

ftonifhing to think they fhould be permitted to be prac- 

tifed ; thus exafperating the feélings of any religious 

defcription, without more cogent reafon than fufpicion, 

was the occafion of many loyal catholics not joining 

the army, as they were apprehenfive that death might 

be the confequence of their being fufpected. 

’ As the infurgents had’not a fufficiency of gunpowder 
to undertake any new attack, they remained inactive 
in their feveral encampments for fome days; but in or- 
der to obtain a fupply of that article, it was refolved 
to make an attack on Borris, the feat of Mr. Kavanagh, 
in the county of Carlow, where; it was fuppofed, lay a 
great quantity of arms and ammunition. A detach- 
ment accordingly proceeded from the camp on Vine- 
gar-hill to that on Lacken-hill, where, receiving re- 
inforcement, the united party moved forward to the 
attack of Borris, where they arrived after a night’s 
march, early on the te of the rath. The ca~ 
| valry 


£99 _ INSURRECTION OF THE 


valry ftationed there fled on the approach of the in- 
furgents, but a party of. the Donegal] militia, who had 
taken up their quarters in the houfe defended it with 
_great. bravery, keeping up a conftant fire from the up- 
per windows, and lofing hut one man in the courfe of 
the conteft. The cannon the infurgents had brought 
with them was too fmall to have any effe& on the 
caftle, as the only ball, difcharged by one of them; re- 
bounded from the wall, and an attack by mufketry, 
was of courfe confidered ineffeQual. As no hopes 
then remained of taking the manfion by affault or bat- 
tery, confidering the ftrength and thicknels ‘of the 
wall, and that the lower windows were alfo lately 
built up with ftrong mafon-work, the affailants fet the 
outer-oflices on fire, in hopes of forcing the garrifon te 
diflodge themfelves for their proteCtion’; but this ma- 
necuvre proving ineffectual, and the mnfurgents having 
expended all their ammunition in ufelefs efforts, and 
- having burnt fome houfes in the village, returned to the 
feveral encampments from which they had been detach 
ed in the county of Wexford. 


44 


The encampment on Gorey- hill had, by this time 
xemoved to Limerick-hill, and the army, which was 
now daily reinforced, made frequent fallies from 
their feveral ftations and committed the moft violent 
exceffes, putting to death every man who came in their 
way, whether by accident. or otherwife, nor were the 
infurgents backward in retaliation; fo that the fituation 
of fuch as were placed between ore contending parties 
was truly pitiable ; being uncertain for an inftant of 
the fafety of their lives or properties, and equally fub- 
jeCt to military and popular violence and devaftation, 
Several ftrong reports had now prevailed throughout 
the county of Wexford, that the moft defperate atroci- 
ties had been committed by the foldiery i in their differ- 

ent - 
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eht quarters, and this roufed the already irritated paffi- 
ons of the people to revenge, fo as to be produdiive of — 
many lamentable acts of outrage, ever attendant on 
civil commotion, and keeping alive thofe melancholy 
difcords which never occur, in modern times, between 
feparate and independant nations at war; and which , 
all enlightened and humane people fo ftrongly deteft 
and reprobate. Reports of thefé enormiries very much 
alarmed the minds of the prifoners in Wexford, as they 
ftrongly apprehended it might produce an alteration in 
the condu& of the inhabitants toward them. A pe- 
tition to government, from thofe confined in the gaol, 
was accordingly drawn up expreffive of the danger of 
their fituation, fhould the people be prompted to reta- 
liation upon them, by the condué of the troops to- 
ward fuch of the populace or their friends as might 
fall into their hands; and on this occafion, the officers 
who were prifoners in Wexford appeared more alarmed 
than the others there in confinement. They accord- 
ingly communicated to me their apprehenfions and 
wifhes, and propofed firiking out fome mode of putting 
a ftop to the violences, which, they very naturally 
feared, might foon involve their inevitable deftruion. 
Lord Kingfborough was for propofing an exchange of 
prifoners as the beft method of allaying the prevailing 
alarms, and of fupprefling the heat and violence of the 
_ people, now roufed to the higheft pitch of fury, and 
breathing nothing but revenge. Indeed, from the cri- 
tical {late of the country, and the people in general 
abiding no controul, it was difficult to devife what could 
be beft attempted to avert the fate that feemed to im- 
pend over every perfon of any diftinétion, having the 
misfortune of being then in the county of Wexford, 
while all the chiefs throughout the feveral encamp- 
ments moft feelingly lamented the great diforders pre- 

vailings 
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vailing, and in conjun@tion with every individual of the 
leaft réfpectability, moft ftrongly reprobated the cruel- 
ties and exceffes that were perpetrated. So violent was 
the fpirit of retaliation and vengeance, which feemed 
to a@uate the whole mafs of the people, that every 
danger was to be apprehended from it, unlefs fome 
means were taken to allay the exifting ferment. On 
the 13th of June feveral perfons from the different 
encampments, led by the moft benevolent motives, 
as if by preconcerted agreement, waited on the com- 
mander in chief, in Wexford,-to confult on the beft 
mode of keeping the unruly rabble in fome order; 
over whom they declared they had not, (as indeed they 
never had) any kind of controul; and they now ex- 
prefled their fears, that the beft difpofed of the men; 
who had been hitherto diftinguifhed for good conduc 
and humanity, might be induced, by the prevailing 
rage, to commit acts of which they had yet been fo 
far from guilty, that they gave them the moft ftrenuous. 
oppofition. The’ abomination of Scullabogue had ex- 
cited fuch general horror, that it became a material 
object of confideration on this occafion, when it was 
_ refolved to-inftitute an enquiry for the purpofe of pu- 
nifhing in the moft exemplary manner the perpetrators 
of this infernal tranfaction! ! ! the exifting ftate of 
the country prevented the accomplifhment of fo defira- 
ble an object. A favourable circumftance occurred at 
this time, which led to a hope that conciliation might 
be attempted with fome probability of fuccefs. A 
meflage was fent to a prifon-fhip, in the harbour of. 
Dublin, offering liberty to any one who would under- 
take) to go to Wexford with letters fer lord Kingfbo- 
rough. Accordingly a man of the name of John 
‘Tunks undertook the tafk, and, being provided with all. 
the neceffary pafles, he arrived fafe at Limerick-hill 
; Camp, 
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camp, whence he was fent with fome principal perfons 


to the commander in chief in Wexford. He immedi- 
ately aflembled thofe he thougnt beft able to’ advife 
kim how to proceed, and it was confidered fortunate 
that many refpectable perfons from the country were 
then in the town, all of whom approved of endeavour- 


_ ing to forward the fentiments of the prifoners along with 
Jord Kingiborough’s anfwer, but how’to reconcile the 


people tothe meafure, without which nothing effec- 
tual could be done, was the difficulty. The committees 
in Wexford, as various bufinefs and orders had been 
preffed on them, from time to time, not at all within the 
fcope of their intentions, upon undertaking that arduous 
duty, were not confidered likely, i in the prefent inftance, 
to act with effect, particularly as their numbers had been 
encreafed on the augmentation of bufinefs, and this too” 
by the acceffion of low perfons who might procraftinate | 
the proceedings for immediate remedy. ‘Accordingly 
thofe who had been in confultation with the comman- 
der -in chief proceeded along with him to the houfe 
wherein the diferent committees ufually met, and here 
eight perfons, confidered the moft capable of applying 
a fpeedy and effectual remedy to the exifting evil, were 
appointed, and the body fo fele&ed denominated «¢ the 
¢ council appointed to manage the affairs of the people 
s¢ of the county of Wexford,” of which Mr. Harvey 
was chofen prefident. This plan was to be communi- 


_, €ated to the different camps, and fuch’ of the perfons 


as might not be approved of by the people were to be 
removed and replaced by others. This arrangement 
met with the heartfelt approbation of all the prifoners, 
efpecially as the council immediately proceeded to. 
forward the very plan they themfelves had previoufly 
intended to put in operation. Tt was thought neceflary 
alfo toconfine the meflenger Tunksin the gaol, as he was 


Cc very 
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very talkative, particularly with refpect to lord Kingf= 

borough’s conduct in Dublin, to fome parts of which, 
“he faid, he had been an eye-witnefs. His manner and 

ftories, if left at liberty, might inflame the minds of 
the people, whom, at the time, it was fo neceffary 

not to provoke, but by every poffible means to conci- 

liate. 


Captain M«Manus, being deputed by the prifoners in 
the gaol, was conducted to confult with lord Kingfbo- 
rough, who accordingly wrote a letter to the lord lieu- 
tenant, in, the name of all the prifoners, (among whom 
there were thirteen officers; befides feveral yeomanty 
officers and principal gentlemen of the county,) inti- 
mating their great danger, but that they had hitherto 
been well treated, and, in every refpect, as prifoners 
of war, and therefore hoping that the prifoners taken 
by the army might meet the like good treatment with 
them, for that otherwife they feared reprifals might be 
made and their deftruction prove inevitable. This let-_ 
ter, along with any others that the officers chofe to fend 
to their friends, was to be forwarded to the next com- 
manding officer of the army,.and the meffenger was to 
return with an anfwer with all convenient fpeed. Lieu- 
tenant Bourke of the North Cork militia was appoint- 
ed to carry the remainder of this fcheme into execu- 
tion, and accordingly on the evening of the 14th day of 
June, he fet out from Wexford, accompanied by Mr. 
Carty to Ennifcorthy, and part of the way by captain 
Dixon, who, at/Wexford, feemingly acquiefced in the 
bufinefs ; yet fuch was his duplicity, that he gallopped 
on before the others to Ennifcorthy, where by mifchiev- 
ous reprefentations and deceitful ‘contrivances, he fo 
wrought upon the people as to induce them(not to fuf- 
fer the letters te be forwarded ; and fuch was his in- 

fluence 
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fluence, that not only lieutenant Bourke was in immi- 
nent danger, but even Mr. Carty ran great rifque in 
oppofing his villainous machinations; but after being 
baffled in their laudable intentions, they were, after 
great hazard, permitted to return in fafety, the next 
day; to Wexford. 


As it was now found that no negotiation could be 
énteted into without the exprefs concurrence of ‘the 
people; with a view of making conciliation more 
attainable, it wa, deemed expedient to bind them 
as much as poffible, to abide the controul of their com.. 
manders ; and as numbers of them had never been 
fworn united Irifhmen, the principles of brotherhood 
contained in their oath were confidered by many of 
the principal prifoners excellent means of reftraint, it 
was therefore thought a prudent meafure to adopt it 
generally, and thereby imprefs on the minds of the 
people, the orderly and focial intercourfe that fhould 
fubfift between all thofe fworn in the fame caufe, and 
the moral obligation of obeying their commanders ; 

-and it was imagined the oath itfelf would curb many 
from acting licentioufly. The meafure was accordingly 
adopted, and oaths werealfo formed, withthe fame bene- 
volent intentions, and equally approved of, to be taken 
by all officers and privates, and by all the people in the 
moft folemn manner, and copies of them were printed 
and circulated through the county *. 


Confidering the defencelefs ftate of the country, and 
the exifting circumftances of the day, the fituation of 
the newly appointed council, was far from enviable. 
Tt became their duty to endeavour to avert the tremen- 

; Ceca doufly 
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doufly impending fate, which threatened the country 
with inevitable deftru@tion, and to exert themfelves to 
the utmoft of their power to concert fuch meafures as 
would appear moft likely to prove effeQual. (At fuch 
a critical period, their undertaking \the arduous tafk 
muft be confidered as dictated by the pureft.,fenti- 
ments of | philanthr opy ; 3 as what other pofftble motive 
could induce any one of them to place himfelf in fuch 
a perilous fituation. at a time that it was well known 
to every man:of ‘rational obfervation, that the efforts’ 
of the infurgents would not be attended with final fuc- 
cefs?—They had indeed undertaken a mioft difficult . 
tafk, although they haye not efcaped the cenfure of 
partizans of all fides, who while they venture to ex- 
prefs prejudiced opinions, have no conception of the 
then exifting general ftate of the county of Wexford. 
Tn fhort, the council were placed in as embarrafling 
2 predicament as can well be imagined, feemingly at 
the head of a vefra@ory outrageous populace, whom 
they anxioufly fought to refeue from deftrution, while 
thefe moftly cotnteraSted their beft and moft benevo- 
lent intentions. However when called on, at this 
dangerous jun@ture, as confidered capable of applying 
a remedy to the enormous evil, all.petty confiderations 
vanifhed, and they-undertook to meet the difficulty 
with firmnefs and refolution; and when fuch urgent 
-neceffity exifted, any man fhould be deemed an enemy 
tothe human race, who would refufe to contribute all 
his might toward the falvation of his countrymen. 
According to the nature of the exifting evil, fo fhould 
be that of the counteracting meafures.—F rom this con- 
fideration the council did not think it right, for the pre- 
fervation of the people, to declare, or even in the 
fmalleft degree to allow their defencelefs ftate. On 
the contrary it was confidered neceflary, along with 3 
Etter : "the 
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the endeavour to encourage general union and har- 
mony, to appear to be, as much as poffible, able and 
determined to adopt the moft firm and decifive mea- 
fures, with the view of obtaining the more favourable’ 
conditions for the people. 1 
The critical fituation of the council, as far as it re- 
garded the management of the people themfelves, may 
be well exemplified by the following occurrence. The 
town of Wexford, being in a ftate of the utmoft tran- 
quillity, was all at once thrown into the moft violent 
confufion and alarm, by a great cavalcade coming into 
jt, overt the bridge, preceded by captain Dixon and his © 
wife; who rode through the ftreets, while he with 
gefture and expreffion the moft outrageous, exhibited 
a fire-fcreen,, ornamented with various emblematical 
figures reprefenting fome heathen gods, and with 
orange bordering, fringe and tafiels, which he repre- 


_fented as the infignia of an orange lodge, and the 


figures he tremendoufly announced as the reprefenta~ 
tions of the tortures which the catholics were to faffer 
from orangemen); ; calling on the people to take fignal 
vengeance, as he-produced to them, he faid, the difco~ 
very of the whole plot, found at Artramont, the feat 
of colonel Lehunte. It is impoffible to deferibe the 
fury of the people on this occaffon, roufed to the 
moft violent pitch in an inftant, and only to be 2c- 
counted for on the principle of their fuppofition oF 


_rather perfuafion. of their intended extermination, 


which the fight of any thing orange awakened in the 
moft fenfitive manner, fimilarly to what has been be- 
fore related concerning the orange warrant or commif- 
fion, and pitched cap difcovered in the barracks of 
Wexford.— When captain Dixon had, by this infernal 
and tumultuous conduct, aflembled almoft all the in- 

habitants 
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habitants of the town, (whofe phrenfy, on feeing the 
orange ornaments, and hearing his» affertions moft 
defperately vociferated, it is impoflible 'to defcribe,) he 
proceeded direétly to the houfe wherein colonel Le- 
hunte lodged, dragged him out and marched him down 
to the gaol, amidft a furious and enraged mob, by 
‘ whom it is wonderful that his life was fpared at the 
inftant. 


The principal inhabitants immediately affémbled, 
and very narrowly efcaped being all put to death; for 
as they met in the committee-houfe, oppofite which 
the mob had colleéted, a common ruffan had the 
audacity to come in and fire a fhot amidft them all, 
and actually arrefted one of the council, which fo pro- 
voked. a gentleman prefent, who happened to have his 
pittols about him, that he cocked one of them and was 
ready to fhoot the fellow, but was fortunately pre- 
vented ; for I verily believe, had the ruffian been fhot, 
the deftrudlion of every one in the houfe would have — 
been the inevitable confequence. The populace at 
length permitted fome gentlemen ta addrefs them 
from the windows, and it was a confiderable time be- 
fore they were able to perfuade them that all their fury 
and madnefs had proceeded from the exhibition of a 
fire-fcreen, on which were reprefented fome heathen 
gods and which formed part of the ornaments of-a 
room furnifhed three years before, with orange bor- 
derings and trimmings, then confidered the moft fafhions 
able colour, 


On the 16th, the infurgents fet out from their en- 
campment at Limerick-hill to Carnew, where meeting 
with no force to interrupt their career, they proceeded 
as far as Tinehaly, here they had fmart fkirmifhing 


with the army, from whom they took a great number 
2 of 
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of cattle, which they drove’on before them, and en 
camped that night at Mount-pleafant. On their quit , 
ting Limerick-hill, in the morning, the prifoners 
who were confined in Gorey were thetice brought to. 
Vinegar-hill, from which they were conveyed under 
a ftrong efcort, and lodged in the gaol of Wexford. 
The difpofition of the inhabitants of this town, in not 
permitting any of the prifoners there confined to be 
brought out of the gaol, where they were confidered 
in perfect fafety, was well known, as many refufals 
had been made to demands of the kind from the 
country, when it was apprehended the intention was 
not to fet them at liberty, but to put them to death ; 
in the prefent inftance therefore the ftrong efcort, 
which confifted of Ennifcorthy men, gave no intima- 
tion of any defign until they got poffeflion of the gaol, 
while delivering the prifoners they had brought with 
them ; but then overpowering the guards, they forced 
away with them four men, who had been very ob- 
‘noxious to the people, and with them quitted the town 
immediately, in order to afford no time to refcue the 
unfortunate victims from them. The four devoted 
men were taken to the camp on Vinegar-hill, whete 
they were the next morning put to death, the Wexford 
gunfmen having returned homevon'the evening before, 
for during their flay in the camp only one man fuffered, 
foon after their arrival, and they would by no means 
allow the repetition. of fuch another deed, as has been 
before obferved. 


On the 16th feveral people from the neighbourhood. 
of Gorey formed a fmall encampment on Afk-hill, be- 
tween Gorey and Arklow, from which laft-mentioned 
town, fince the battle fought there, the troops iffued 

‘with peculiar caution. On this day; however; a troop 


of 
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of yeomen cavalry had the Svs licada! to advance to= 
ward the little camp of the infurgents. This was, at 
the time, very inconfiderable as to numbers, having 
no more than about one hundred men equipped or 
fit for aGtion, the reft having either difperfed or pro- 
ceeded to Vinegar-hill ; and even half the remaining - 
number precipitately fled at the approach of the cavalry; 
while the other half, armed with pikes only, ftripped 
to their fhirts, to be un-encumbered in exertion, and 
ran in full {peed to meet the yeomen ; but thefe avoided 
the encounter and expeditioufly retreated to. Arklow. 
The infurgents then retired from Afk-hill, and.moved 
into! the country between Oulard. and Wexford, and. 
were diftributed through the different, houfes in that 
‘neighbourhood. f 


On Sunday the r7th of June a detachment of four’ 
hundred men; fent out from the camp on Vinegar-hill, 
halted in Ferns until break-of-day, when, thus early | 
on Monday the 18th they marched forward with an 
intention of florming Newtown-Barry ; but meeting 
at Camolin, the infurgents, who had now quitted their 
flation at Mount pleafant, they altered their route and 
returned to Vinegar-hill, while the main body of the 
others proceeded to Carrigrew, whence they alfo 
moved onthe next day to Vinegar-hill. 


Early on the roth, the encampment on Lacken-hill 
was furprifed by a military force that, came out from 
Rofs ; and the infurgents, provided with little or no am- 
munition, and not apprehending an attack, were nearly 
furrounded before they were aware of their fituation. 
They were alfo but few in number, for although vaft 
multitudes appeared in their encampments in the day- 
time, yet they were almoft deferted during the night, 

as 
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as all perfons took the liberty of going and coming as 
they pleafed: But notwithftanding this andthe fudden 
emergency, they effected a'good retreat to the Three- 
rocks, without the lofs of aman. This was contrived 
in a mafterly manner, by the addréfs of their com- 
mander, the rev. PhilipRoche, whos ‘being roufed 
from his bed by the general alarm, ordered the foot 
direftly to retreat; and having colleGted immediately 
round him the few horfemen that could be got toge- 
ther, caufed them to feize on feveral -banners, and 
keep waving them at different diftances, as it were in 
defiance, fo as to intimidate the troops from making 4 
fudden onfet, and when he knew that his foot were at 
a fafe diftance, he and his few horfemen gallopped after 
them, fo that by this contrivance, that might do honour 
toan expetienced general, he completely bailed the mi- 
lirary, brought off his whole force entires and was 
himfelf the laft in quitting the hill. 


General difpofitions wéré iow made to attack thé’ 
infurgents on all fides; and the feveral divifions of the 
army had orders from lieutenant-general Lake to pro- 
ceed in different directions for that purpofe. .They 
were all to move toward the important poft of Vinegar- 
hill, occupied by thé permanent encampment of the 
infurgents,; fince the 28th of May, on the taking of 
Ennifcorthy. Purfuant to the plan of a general affault, 
lieutenant-gen. Dundas proceeded on the 18th of June 
from Baltinglafs to Hacket’s-town, whence he was to 
proceed, in conjun@tion with major-gen: Loftus, who 
was to join him from Tullow, with the forces under 
his command, to move forward to attack the infurs 
gents pofted on Mount: pleafant.. Thefe feemed willing 
enough to engage, but the troops were prevented from 
coming to action here; by other orders from lreut. ge- 
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neral Lake, who thought it more prudent to wait the 
affiftance and co-operation of his whole force combined, 
than to rifk a partial engagement which might thwart 
or impede his general plan of operations. Major- 
general Needham, who commanded in Arklow, mov- 
ed on the roth to Gorey, and on the next day encamped 
on Qulard-hill, whence he was to proceed to Ennif- 
corthy. Greater devaftation was perceivable from Ark- 
Jow to Oulard, than in any other part of the country. 
On the 19th, major-generals Johnfton and Euftace, af- 
ter obliging the infurgents pofted on Lacken-hill hafti- 
ly to abandon their fituation, proceeded to Bloomfield, 
where they encamped on the evening of the 2oth; 
while brigadier-general Moore reached his appointed | 
ftation at Fooks’s-mill on the fame evening, and major 
gen. fir James Duff, who had marched from Newtown~ 
Barry; took his flation with major-general Loftus at 
Scarawalfh. In the courfe of the progreflive march of 
thefe feveral divifions of the army, great devaftation 
took place ; numbers of houfes were burned, and corn 
and various kind of property were plundered and de- 
ftroyed, moftly at the inftance of the yeomen returning 
to their different neighbourhoods. It is aftonithing 
that landlords of all defcriptions could fo far forget their 
own interefts as to join in the deftruction of houfes on 
their lands, however they might be induced to hunt out 
their leflees, and to facrifice them, and fo put an end at 
once to their leafes.—Yet many inftances of this kind 
are related throughout the country. 


According to the pre-concerted and eomprehenfive 
plan of operations, all the generals arrived, with their 
feveral divifions, at the different ftations to which 
they had been ordered, on the 20th, of which they fe- 
verally avprifed lieutenant-general Lake, who was. 

himfelf; 
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Ahiwfelf, with his ftaff and lieutenant-general Dundas, 
pofted at Solfborough.—The infurgents of the northern 
part of the county of Wexford had now concentrated 
their force on their ftation of Vinegar-hill, and ata 
confultation of their chiefs it was propofed to make a 
general affault on the poft of Solfborough during the 
night, but to this the people could not be prevailed 
upon to agree; who chofe rather to depend upon their 
very fcanty provifion of powder, and wait for open day- 
light to engage. It is very furprifing, that, confider- 
ing the great courage, and intrepidity difplayed by 
them in fo many engagements, the infurgents could ne- 
ver be brought to make a noéturnal attack wherein they 
muft have inevitably proved fuccefsful, as the confufion 
into which the regular troops would have been 
thrown by fuch a proceeding, would reduce them toa 
level with irregular bodies, whofe fuperiority of num- 
bers muft ‘neceflarily have given them every adyan- 
tage. On the 19th, general Edward Roche, and fuch 
of the infurgents of his neighbourhood as were at 
Vinegar-hill, were fent home to colle& the whole 
mafs of the people for generaldefence. By the march 
of the army in all direG@tions, towards Vinegar-hill 
and Wexford, a general flight of fuch of the inhabitants _ 
as could get off took place; and as the greater part of 
the county was now cccupied by the troops, the whole 
population was compreffed into a very narrow fpace ; 
and at this time there was not an encampment of in- 
furgents in the northern part of the county, except at 
Vinegar-hill ; while in the fouthern quarter the fmall 
camps of Game and Raftoonftewn were. concentrated 
at the Three- rocks. 


The alarm was now general throughout the whole 
country ; all men were called to attend thecamps; and 
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Wexford became the. univerfal rendezvous of the fugi- 
tives; who reported, with various tirenmnildnecsrat hor, 
yor, the progrefs of the different armies approaching in 
every direction, marking their movements with terrible 
- devafiation. Ships of war were alfo feen off the coafty 
and feveral gun boats blocked up the entrance of the 


harbour, which precluded the. poffibility of any . veffel 


getting out ; fo that Wexford was now on the brink of 


deftruGtion, and the inhabitants without the {malleft 


hope of. efeape. It is dreadful to coticeive, and impofii- 
bleto defcribe, the horrors felt by.all who had the mif- 
fortune of being in the town on this moft critical occa- 
fion. The melancholy fcenes of devaftation perpetrated 
by. the army, in the country about Carrick-Byrne, exe 
hibited a melancholy picture; and from the command- 
ing fituation of the camp at the Three-rocks, on the 
mountain of Forth, the general conflagration, which 
was as progreffive as the march- of the troops, was 
clearly perceivable, On the approach. of the army 
great numbers of countrymen, with their wives and 
children, and any little baggage they could haftily pack 
up, fled toward Wexford, asto an afylum or place of 
refuge; andthe number of thefe was encreafed every 
inftant by the arrival of new fugitives, who defcribed, 
in melancholy ftrain of lamentation, how their houfes 
were. plundered and deftroyed, and how they them- 
felves had narrowly efcaped with life from the fury of 
the foldiery, who when thus let loofe and encouraged 
to range over and ravage a country, become the great- 
eft curfe that can befal it! 1 [ 


I muft however obferve, that general Moore did all 
in his power to prevent thefe atrocities, and got fome 
‘plunderers immediately put to death; but his humane 
and benevolent intentions were not fo fucéefsful from the 

reprefentations 


a 


COUNTY OF WARE ZO% 


vepréfentations and excitements of the refugees yeturn= 
ing home, Itis much to be regretted that he was not 
afterward left in command in the coanty of Wexford, 
as he was ordered to Wicklow, where his conciliatory 
conduct and hamanity were confpicuous, and will ever . 
be remembered with gratitude by the people, who 
flocked to his ftandard for protection, Did Ireland en- 
joy the bleffings of fuch rulers, it would never have 
been involyed in fuch a dreadful fituation, a 
The reverend Philip Roche; after having fettledthe 
encampment at the Three-rocks, came into Wexford 
and demanded all kinds of fypplies for his forces ; and 
as the inhabitants, (except the gunfmen, who attended 


for fome time on Vinegar-hill) had never quit their 
homes or affifted at any battle, they were looked upon 
in avery invidious point of view by the reft of the 
people ; who accordingly vowed the deftruction of the 
town if allits armed men would not appear at the camp 
on the Three rocks, early the next morning, and join 
jn general defence. The reverend general Roche, on 
coming into Wexford, was greatly exhaufted from hig 
diligent and unremitting exertions in covering the re- 
treat from Lacken-hill, and not having taken a morfel, 

of food during the whole day, lefs drink than ufua} 
exhibited him inthe courfe of'the evening very much 
intoxicated, Of this man it is however neceflary ta 
fay, that however apparently violent and boifterousy 
he was remarkable for humanity. He never fuffered 
a man to be put to death on Lackea-hill ; and the fol- 
lowing, recorded by the rey. Mr. Gordon, is.a moft 
powerful inftance of his benevolence.—After flatingy 
that although © Philip Roche was in appearance fierce, 
¢¢ and fanguinary, yet feveral perfons now living owe’ 
“#t their lives to his boifterous interference ;” he pro- 
 eceds 
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ceeds to ftate, that “ two proteftants in a refpeStable 
s fituation in life, brothers, of the name of Robinfon, 
«¢ inhabitants of the parifh of Killegny, being feized 
«© and carried to Vinegar-hill, fome of their roman 
© catholic tenants, anxious for their fafety, gallopped 
© in full fpeed to Roche’s quarters at Lacken, and beg- 
s* ged his affiftance. He immediately fent an -exprefs 
€¢ with orders to bring the two Robinfons to Lacken, 
s¢ pretending to have charges of a’criminal nature 
«¢ againft them, for which they fhould be tried. The 
«© mifcreants on Vinegar-hill, who were preparing to 
«© butcher thefe men, though they were advanced in 
«© years, and unimpeachable with any other crime than 
e¢ that of proteftantifm, on receipt of Roche’s orders, 
e¢ relinquifhed their fury, not doubting that death 
«« awaited them at Lacken. But Roche, whofe ob- 
se je& was to fnatch thefe innocent men from the jaws 
* of the blood-hounds, immediately on their arrival 
_§€ at his quarters, gaye them written protections, and 
s¢ fent’ them to their homes, where they were foon 
after in danger of being hanged by the king’s troops, 
s* who were too ready to pronounce difloyal all fuch 
6° as had been {pared by rebel parties.”* But to put the 
queftion for eyer at reft, whether the infarreétion of 
this period was a war of religion, it is only neceflary 
to obferve, that this was utterly impoffible, notwith- 
ftanding the fanatic deeds of fome bafe and barbarous 
individuals, fince the militia regiments, who fought 
with fuch determined animofity again{t the infurgents, 
_fwere moftly compofed of catholics. Had there been 
any poffible grounds to eftablith the rebellion a religi- 
ous oné, it could not have efcaped its effet here, as 
enthufiaftic bigots have however ventured to utter 
among them their envenomed fentiments. The late 


earl 


Cae oY 
n 


See Gordon's Hiftory, page 1404’ 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. . ZO7 


earl of Clare, who cannot be fufpected of being a 
friend to catholics, could not have given his opinion in 
the imperial parliament, that ‘¢ religion was-not the 
caufe of the rebellion,” had he not every opportunity 

4 from his official fituation of being perfe&ly poffeffed 
of more information than could fall to the lot of the 
public at large. 


While the principal inhabitants of Wesdond were in 
confultation; to which they were now fummoned, upon 
the beft mode of felf-prefervation and defence, the or- 
der for all the armed men to appear in camp by break- 
of-day became imperious ; and the outcry was fo loud 
againft the backwardnefs of the Wexford-men, that 
feveral fet off immediately. The fix fmall cannon on 
board the Guinea ¢utter were brought on fhore, and 
their carriages being too fmall for land fervice, they 
were tied on cars and taken, thus mounted, by. the fai- 
lors to the camp at the Three-rocks, where the fear - 

_ city of ammunition was fo, great, that not a charge re- 
mained for any other cannon. On this evening it was 
that the Wexford guns-men had returned home from 
Vinegar-hill ; and about feventy men from the northern 
fide of the Slaney. came into town during the night, 
and were lodged in the barrack by captain Dixon, 
who had been remarkably active in fpreading alarm 
through the country north of the town, through which 
he had rode feveral miles to induce the people to come 
into Wexford, as it were for general defence. Early 
on the morning of the 20th, the drum beat to arms, 
and all the armed inhabitants marched out to camp; 
leaving none in the town but the guards that had been 
on duty fince the day before. Some time after, I met 
captain Dixon in the ftreet, booted and fpurred, and, 


in all appearance; thoroughly equipped and accoutred 
to 
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to go out to battle: his horfe alfo ftood waiting at his 
door fully caparifoned. On enquiry, however; I found he 
- had no real intention of quitting the town. I then in- 
formed him, that I was fent by the commander in chief 
to requeft his immediate attendance at the Three-rockss 
but this he declined obeying, and was at the time in 
the a of fending whifkey to the countrymen who 
were inthe barrack ; and on my exprefling furprife that 
‘ghefe men fhould remain in the town, contrary to ge- 
neral orders, he replied; that his intention was to keep 
thefe men in Wexford to replace the guards, who, he 
faid; had never been in any battles and muft now go 
out, as it was but fair they. fhould fhare hardfhip in 
their turns and allow fome repofe to thofe men who 
had been in every engagement. On this intelligence I 
immediately got on horfeback and rode up to the bar- 
tacks; where I endeavoured by every means in my 
power to induce the men to leave the town ; and they 
at length feemed willing to confent: but on the arrival 
of captain Dixons with the reinforcement of whifkeys 
they fo far altered their opinions and inclinations, that 
I was threatened for my interference. From the {peci= 
men of captain Dixon’s difpofition difplayed by his con- 
dud to col. Lehunte, no confidence could be placed int 
him ; and feeing his influence over thefemen, who nows 
at his inftance, abfolutely refufed to quit the town, mea- 
fures of precaution naturally fuggefted themfelves. Af- 
ter recommending to the guards to be vigilant on their 
ftation, which they were to quit upon no account, I 
gallopped off to the camp at Three-rocks, to requeft 
a reinforcement of the Wexford-men to be fent back 
with me, but which I had the greateft difficulty in obs 
taining, notwithftanding all my remonftrancesy and 
was at laft granted, rather to get rid of my importu- 
nity than from any other reafon or motive 3 as no idea - 
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of a maffacre was at all entertained. I was; howevers 
allowed to take my choice of the Wexford corps, but 
on no condition fhould they be permitted to quit the 
camp, until the whole remaining force fhould have 
marched off; as it was apprehended that if they were 
feen going they might be followed by others. Fearing 
the men might be countermanded, if I fhould leave 
them before the main body fhould have moved off, I 
waited for that event, which took up a confiderable 
time; during which I alfo procured a letter from,the 
commander in chief, Mr. Harvey, directed to captain 
Dixon, ordering him to come out to camp, as I felt 
earneft wifhes to induce him to leave the town, for 
which purpofe I left no means untried, but all with- 
out effet. .On confulting with fome gentlemen in the 
Selfker corps; which was that I had chofen. to return 
with me, as it contained more refpeCiable perfons, and 
proteitants fince in different yeomanry corps, than any. 
other in Wexford, I propofedy that they fhould all 
take an oath not to drink fpirits, until further orders, 
as I perceived fomé drunken'men among them, who 
_ could not be depended upon. This plan was gene- 
rally approved of, and all were accordingly fworns 
except four or five who were immediately fent off with 
the main body. This corps confifted of one hundred 
and twenty-five pike-men (no gun’s-man being allowed 
to return) and with thefe, having fecured their fobrie- 
ty, along with the guards that had remained in Wex- 
ford, I thought to be completely able to keep captain 
Dixon and his drunken crew of about feventy in 
awe, fhould they fhew an inclination to be refractory. 
When I judged all danger of a countermand was overs 
I fet off full fpeed toward Wexford, to announce this 
rein’orcement to the guards there on duty ; but about 
half-way I met four proteflant gentlemen, with pikes, 

Ee marching 
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marching out to camp; and as I had feen them before. 
inthe morningy when they declared no intention of 
this kind, I expreffed my furprize at their leaving the 
‘town, and infifted on their returning thither with me; 
but this at firft they refufed, alledging that, on my 
quitting the town; captain Dixon had gone about the 
ftreets threatening death and deftreétion to all who 
would not immediately go out to camp, which had in- 
duced them to fet offaccordingly. However I altered 
their refolution by calming their fears, and by fhewing 
the letter from the commander in chief to capt. Dixons 
fuggefting that they would ftill be on the beft duty, by 
joining the men that were on their return; upon which 
they promifed to come back and give me their advice 
and afhiftance toward the protection of the prifoners ; in 
whofe defence I declared I would take up arms, which I 
had not yet done; and fhould I fall, I thought it would 
be a noble death to die on fuch an oceafion. On this in- 
formation I haftened with all fpeed to Wexford, from 
which I had been now abfent about four hours, on ac- 
count of all the delays I unavoidably experienced, the 
Three-rocks being three miles diftant from the town ; 
but how great was my farpri ize and aftonifhment on gia; 
ing the latter taken poffefiion of by avaft multitude of 
people, confifting of feveral thoufands, many of whom 
were well armed, and in fuch force as to banifh all 
hope that the {mall number of Wexford-men remaining 
in, and returning to the town, could, in cafe of need, 
give them any effectual refiflance. General Edward. 
Roche had, as has been before mentioned, returned 
- home, at a very late hour on the roth, from the camp 
on Vinegar-hill, to colle& and lead thither all the men 
in his neighbourhood. The number of thefe was now 
immenfely encreafed by the vaft crowds of fugitives 
driven, by the approach of the or from about Go- 


rey 
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rey into the part of the country called Shilmalier, 
Through this quarter captain Dixon had made an ex- 
curfions on the fame day, diffufing dread and alarms 
and calling on the people to affemble for general de- 
fence at Wexford; and unfortunately he was fo fuc- 
cefsful in his efforts, that on the morning of the 2oth, 
when the people were affembled, and that general Ed- 
ward Roche thought to lead them toward Ennifcorthy, 
they peremptorily refufed to proceed, reprefenting 
Wexford, from the fuggeftions of captain Dixon, as 
more vulnerable; wherefore the general himfelf 
thought it more advifable to continue with this body 
of the people, now confifting chiefly of the fugitives 
from the northern parts of the county. Thefe were 
continually relating their misfortunes, the cruelties they 
fuffered, and the hardfhips they endured, to thofe with 
whom they took refuge; which roufed and irritated 
the populace to fuch a pitch of fury as admits not of de- 
fcription, and of which none but an eye-witnefs can 
have an adequate idea. All entreaties and remon- 
ftrances to footh or calm the exafperated multitude 
were in vain: howevers continuing ftill on horfeback, 
J endeavoured to addrefs, explain, excufe and expoftu- 
late, and in the courfe of thefe attempts, many pikes 
were rajfed againft me, and feveral guns and piftols 
cocked and pointed at me, and vengeance vowed 
againft me as an orazgeman; for they vociferated that 
I had diftinguifhed myfelf by no other feat, but activity 
in proteSting their enemies the orangemen ; that I had 
never attended their camps, or I would be a judge of 
their miferies by the view of general defolation: One 
man would roar out, that I had not been flogged as he 
had been ; another pathetically related; that his houfe 
had been burned, and he had been driven to beggary 
with his whole family;and he would have the death of 
eo Fee & the 
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‘the perfon that injured him ; a third lamented the 
death of his father, cosine that of his brother; 
others of their chiidren; and the appeal was made to 
me; to decide on all heir various fufferings and misfor= 
tunes ; while they perfeveringly declared, they only 
sicatioer to be avenged of thofe who had afually done 
them wrong; and I was afked, if fimilarly circumftanced, 

- would I not take revenge for fach injuries as theirs ? 
All this I endeavoured to anfwer; and ftrove to appeafe 
the wrath of popular phrenfy, by alledging that the 
laws of god were indefeafible, and that they diated 
that _good fhould be returned for evil. This had fome — 
little effeGt for the inftant ; ; buts i it was; indeed, but mo-: 
mentary. I, however, iisotahioda {till unwearied in my 
exertions, particularly endeavouring to preferve my 
dear and beloved friend, Mr. Turner, whofe death, and 
that of a Mr. Gainfort, the populace declared indifpen- 
fable to their fatisfaction, as they had led out the army 
againft them on Whitfunday, and had burnt their 
houfes. Although I knew that my friend had burned 
a houfe, (of which he moft fincerely and heartily re- 
pented) yet, [appealed to the multitude, if any one 
could prove the fact alleged againft him, and no one 
appearing to come forward for that purpofe, I feized 
on the glimpfe of hope I now entertained of his fafety, 
thinking that his life might be preferved by demanding 

a trial, on which if no proof of criminality could be 
adduced, it was natural to conclude, that his fafety muft 
be certain. Ithen made the experiment ; but was an- - 
fwered by this univerfal cry, «¢ what trial did we'or 
‘© our friends and relations obtain when fome were 
‘«¢ hanged or fhot, and others whipped or otherwife 
** tortured; our houfes and properties burnt and de- 
és © ftroyed, and ourfelves hunted like mad dogs °” But, 

. Trejoined with fome effect : « do yop mean to com- 
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s¢ pare yourfelves to the perpetrators of fuch deeds, 
s¢ or would you disgrace your conduct by fuch barba- 
«¢ rous ats ?” This appeal to their principles produced 
the. confequence, providentially, as I fondly hoped, of 
their confenting to a trial, but on the exprefs condition, 
that I fhould retire and be prefent on no account. At 
this critical moment, I perceived a perfon' near me 
whom I had induced to return from the Three-rocks, 
and who, true to his promife of every afliftance in his 
power, after a variety of difficulty, had got clofe by 
me, together with fome others of the like benevolent 
difpofitions, to whom I ftooped down from on horfe- 
back to liften to the arguments they humanely fuggeft- 
ed; and I muft declare, that I derived great courage | 
from their prefence and advice to perfift in my entrea- 


ties in the courfe of which; { find, on cool reflection, 


that I underwent great danger, of which I was by no 
means fo fenfible at the time, until afterward informed 
by many, who were kind enough to hold me in regard, 


-whilethey prevented different perfons from fhooting me. 


Tentreated the particular perfon before-mentioned, to 

procure men whofe humanity could not be doubted to 
try the prifoners, and when he fhould have fucceeded 
to give me notice, as I would endeavour in the mean 
time to delay the people who were infifting that I 
fhould retire, ‘¢ as,” they declared, «* I would go to 
<< the devil to fave Turner.” I did promife to retire 
as foon as I could have proper perfons appointed to fit 
in trial over the prifoners, when my humane friend 
beckoned to me, fignifying that he was ready. I then 
went into the committee-houfe, where although capt. . 
Dixon, and Morgan Byrne, whofe fanguinary difpofi- 


_ tion I was well aware of, infifted that they fhould be 


onthe trial, Icould not oppofe their appointment ; but, 
however, four out of feven, which was the number 
iG! chofen; 
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humanely offered themfelves, having previoufly pro 
mifed-me that they would-not confent to put any oné 
to death. I made ufe of another ftratagem, by pro» 
pofing an oath, that in their proceedings they would 
not be guided by public prejudice, but by juftice and 
the evidence before them. This was with a view, if 
pofiible, to fecure the affiNance and co-operation even 
of the moft fanguinary, and the feven were accordingly 
{worn to that effect. By this contrivance, and the fo- 
Jemn affurance of the four perfons, that they would 
not confent to the condemnation of any one, IJ fondly 
hoped I had fecured the life of my friend from danger ; 
and being fully confident of the fuccefs of my plan, I 
left its fubfequent management toa perfon on whofe fin- 
cerity I could rely, and to whofe worth Iam forry at not 


having the liberty to do juftice by naming. him; and . 


having made fure of fucha friend to humanity, I shingihe 
it moft prudent to retire, in otder to pleafe the peoples 
the inclinations of many of ‘whom I had now thwarted 
for hours ; and I had good reafon to fuppofe they would 
then be 1 more inclined to liften toa new man, 


The feven perfons arihiienid to fit on the trial pro- . 


ceeded from the committee-houfe to the gaol, where 
they went into a fmall bed-chamber; infide the gaoler’s 
kitchen, in which captain Dixon had left five prifoners 
whom he had doomed as the firft vi@iims for condemna- 
tfon ; but he here met with an oppofition of which he 


was not until that moment at all aware. The mém- 


bers of this kind of popular tribunal divided ; three 
were for death ; but the other four true to their pro- 


mife, and Sipe in their humane inclinations, 


firmly declared, that they confidered themfelves merely 
appointed to prevent maflacre, and to fave the lives of 
the prifoners, and would not attend or liften to any re- 

prefentation 


pind 
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ptefentation from Dixon or his fellows. This pro- 
duced a very violent altercation, and great danger was 
to be apprehended by the friends of humanity, as Peter 
Byrne a@tually rufhed into the room; and threatened 
them with initant deftru€tion, if they did not agree to 
the death of the prifoners. Some others of Dixon’s 
blood-thirfty affociates had got into the gaol and were 
feleSting fuch of the prifoners as they pleafed to doom 
fit obje&s of deftruGtion ; but although Dixon’s own 
defigns cannot be doubted! of ravening for blood, and 
that he was willing and eager to attempt any thing to 
gain his object ; yet, as the four men refolutely perfe- 


vered in refufing to agree-to the death of any man at 


fuch a crazy and phrenfical moment, he was going to 
retire from a place, where his fanguinary views-and 
cruel fentiments were oppofed and over-ruled, and it is 
more than probable, that the fanguinary, retarded for 
hours in the onfet, would have cooled in their fury, 
and have recovered fentiments of humanity fufficient 
to prevent them from putting any one to death, were 
it not for two informers, Charles Jackfon, a carver and 
gilder,* and O’Connor, an organift, both of 
whom had not long refided in Wexford, and who were 
caft off from the fociety of the other prifonérs, then in 
the gaol. Thefe, as ill fate wotld have it, threw 
themfelves on their knees to captain Dixon, acknow- 
ledged that they were orangemen, and ready to give 





y every information, provided their lives might be fpared. 


Dixon, before in defpair, at finding his fanguinary 
hopes baffled and blafted, readily agreed to their pro- 
pofal, as it afforded a new profpect of perpetrating 
his infernal defigns. He inftantly addreffed the people; 
affembled before the gaol, ftating, that two orangemen 
had become informers, and that proceeding to trial 


was 
*® The author of Wexford Crucltics, 
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-was therefore unneceflary, as the evidence of thefe men 
muft be conciufive. It may eafily be conceived, that, on 
this communication, horribly vociferated by Dixon, and 
re-echoed by his wife; the populace became ungovern- 
able ! The people inftantly approved of his plan, and de- 
manded that all orangemen fhould be fent out to them ; 
bat his firft care was to turn the men who oppofed his 
bloody fchemes out of the gaol, of which he and his 
favage affociates tock complete poffeffion. Kenneth 
Mathewfon; as one of the perfons denounced by the in- 
‘formers; was then turned out and immediately fhot at 
the gaol door. John Atkins; a painter and glaziers 
was another againft whom they gave information ; and 
he being one of thofe whom Dixon had originally 
brought down for trial;'as deftined victims for immola- 
tion, he was ftilbin the gaoler’s kitchen, when, hear- . 
ing. himfelf called for by name, he ran into the inner- 
room and hid under the.bed, where he lay concealed 
until all danger was over. While thefe unforefeen 
but melancholy events were pafling, I had retired in 
full affurance, that the*people would be appeafed ; 
and notwithftanding that they had peremptorily for- 
-bidden my being\ prefent at any trial, yet I was in 
hopes; as appearing no longer on horfeback, that 1. 
might get into the gaol unobferved, and endeavour to 
affift thofe who had undertaken the humane and phi- 
lanthropic tafk of proteGtion. But great was my amaze- 
ment, indeed, at finding the moft violent threats uttered 

~ againft me, as I approached the multitude. Itherefore 
thought it moft prudent to fuffer myfelf to be led by 
two youag women, who hurried me into a houfe, the 
door of which happened to be epen, and while they 
‘were explaining to me the caufe of this fudden and un- 
expeCted tumult, a fhot was fired, and it was inftantly 
rumoured through the crowd, that colonel Lehunte 
"was 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 214 
/ 


was killed; upon which, I could not help exclaiming, 
that they had put an innocent man to death! I then 
declared my determination to go out and endeavour to 
{top fuch a fcene of butchery. _On this a man who 
knew me feized upon me and pofitively infifted I fhould 
not leave the houfe, as juft before I had come up; he 
had heard the people vow vengeance againft me, in fo 
vehement a manner, that he was certain I mutt inevi- 
tably perifh, fhould I attempt to interfere.—On find- 
ing that it was not poflible for me to do any good, the 
fhare of courage I had hitherto felt quite forfook me 

at this junéture: I burft into tears, and funk into a ftate 
of infenfibility ! When the mob had in fome degree 
difperfed, I was fupported homewards by this good- 
natured man, but was obliged from faintnefs to {top 
twice on the way before I reached my lodgings. 


Tt is confidently afked by many, why the clergy 
and principal inhabitants did not-interfere to prevent 
maffacre ? There were but few of the inhabitants at all 
in the town, and I faw moft part of the few that had 
remained in Wexford on that day, together with fome 
‘clergymen, do all in their power to reftrain the fury of . 
the people, and prevent the fpilling of blood; but, I 
do believe, that under exifting circumftances it ‘was im- 
pofible to controul the multitude, inflamed as they 
were by the reprefentations of Dixon and his affociates ; 
and, in fuch eminently critical cafes, it is not every one 
that has nerves ftrong enough to encounter the impend- 
ing danger. For my own part, although I was cou- 
rageous enough in the beginning of the day, yet I 
found myfelf afterwards in fuch a ftate as to be incapa~ 
ble of any exertion. Itherefore doubt much, whether 
any perfon afking fuch queftions, would have fortitude 
or charity enough to ftep forward on fach an occafions 
and attempt to fave any one’s life, fo much as by de- 

: F f claring 
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claring a truth fayourable to his prefervation ; a con- 
du& that ought to fiow even from fpontaneous gene- 
rofity or gratitude for material obligation; but fuch 
flight interference as this was extraGted by no motive 
- from; but, in fome inftances refufed or perverted by the 
like hypocritical and mock philanthropifts, with thofe 
who put thefe prefumptuous interrogatories. But to 
judge fairly of the condu@ of another, it is neceflary 
to be placed ina fimilar fituation. 


After the death of Mathewfon, captain Dixon and his 
_wife propofed, that thofe who were to be put todeaths 
Should be brought down to the bridge, whither the mob 
retired. Eighteen intended for execution were firft con- 
ducted from the gaol, under a ftrong guard, headed by 
Dixon, flanked by the two orange informers, whom he 
wifhed to exhibit as the grand fupport of his condu@. 
Thefe informers were brought into a public billiard- 
zoom on the cuftom-houfe-quay, (and not at all to the 
bridge, to which it is adjacent) where they underwent 
an examination, at which Dixon prefided. It is pro- 
bable, that thefe informers did not give information 
againf{ every one that was put to death on this occa- 
fion ; but it is a certain truth, and an evident fa@, that 
the information of thefe men was efteemed of fuch 
confequence, even by fuch a fanguinary tribunal, that 
- their fervices faved their lives. The fate of the pri- 
foners was quickly decided, on their being condu@ed to 
the bridges as the proceedings concerning them were 
fummary indeed. It was afked, did any one know 
any good ation of the intended viGim fufficient- to : 
fave his life? and if no anfwer was made; the affertion 
of an individual of fome deed againft the people, was 
conclulive evidence of guilt, and immediately death 
was 
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was the confequence, on his primary denunciation by 
captain Dixon. Some, however, efcaped with their 
lives, on the interference of fome perfon ftepping for- 
ward in their favour. A few were fhot, but the 
greater number fuffered by being piked, and fome of 
thofe with aggravated circumftances of barbarity. All 
the bodies were thrown over the bridge, but neither 
ftripped, ner their pockets rifled, which I fhould 
fearcely have believed, but that I have been pofitively 
affured, that watches and money were found upon them 
when afterward difeovered. Captain Dixon fent from 
time to time for different perfons to the feveral places 
of confinement, and at intervals came out to announce 
further difcoveries from the informers. This adniira- 
bly fuited his hellith purpofe: of putting all the pri- 
foners to death; which he might unfortunately have 
effected, but that providence was at length pleafed to 
interpofe, while the minds of the populace feemed 
wrought upto the moft defperate pitch of cruelty !=+ 
The reverend. Mr. Corrin, whe had been abfent from 
the town the whole of the day on parochial duty, had 
but juft returned when he was fent for by Mr. Kellett, 
then on his defence at the bridge. Thither the reve- 
rend gentleman inftantly repaired, and, having thrown 
himfelf on his knees, entreated they might join him in 
prayer; when he fupplicated the almighty, to thew 
the fame mercy to’ the people as they would fhew to 
their prifoners ; and with that he addrefled them in 
fuch feeling, pathetic and moving language, that he 
thereby faved the ‘lives‘of feveral who had been juft 
ordered to the bridge from the market- houfe by Dixon. 


- 


While the rev. Mr. Corrin' was om the fatal fpot, Mr. 


Efmonde Kyan, who had been wounded in the 
fhoulder at the battle of Arklow, lay at the moft ex- 
cruciating torture, ina houfe at-Ferry-bank, onthe 

F f2 country 
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country fide of the wooden-bridge;’ but on hearing 
what was going forward, he inftantly got out of bed, 
ran to the fatal {pot, and, by his animated condu& and 


_ addrefs, refeued Mr. Newton King, and captain Mil- 


ward, of the Wexford militia, with fome others, from 
the fury of the populace. General Edward Roche; 
alfo, by his humane interference, {natched Mr. James 
Goodall and others from the jaws of death ; while 
different other perfons of inferior note, and foi even 
of the lower clafs, interpofed fo as to fave one or other 
of their neighbours ; and at length it pleafed god, that 
this horrid butchery ceafed! The catholic clergymen 
and all the principal inhabitants who remained in the 
town that day, exhaufted every means in their power 
in endeavours to appeafe the rage of the populace, of 
whom, it is neceffary to obferve, they could ,jhave 
little or no perfonal knowledge, as the outrageous 
multitude had colleG@ed from the northern parts of the 


-county, and not at all compofed of Wexford-men; over 


whom they might be fuppofed to have fome local in- 
fluence. But fuch as have not been eye-witneffes, and 
who have not; even in that cafe, been fometimes among 
and converfant with the people, can have but a very 
inadequate idea of the danger of interference againi{t 
the uncontroulable fury of a rabble exafperated to the 
higheft pitch by the incidents I have endeavoured to 
defcribe. Dreadful and fhocking events are moft fub- 
ject to mifreprefentations, as individuals will; Imagine 
exceffes according to their feveral feelings, and altho’ 
it is confidently aflerted, that ninety-feven were put to 
death onthe bridge, I have good reafon to. believe that 
thirty-five was the number that fuffered.: Among the 
various occupations affumed by different perfons in 
the courfe of this melancholy cataftrophe,; one man, in 
a moft audible voices counted the victims one by one, 

as 
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as they were put to death ; and I have further reafon 
to believe, that thirty-five was the exa& number of 
fufferers on the bridge, and one at the gaol door ; 
amounting, in all, that day in Wexford to thirty-fix ; 
as on moft particular enquiry, even with the help of 
the lifts publifhed, as well as from perfonal. knowledge, 
T am enabled. to,know, that feveral who are ftated to 
have been facrificed on the bridge that day, fuffered not 
then, nor there, nor at all in Wexford: fo that T hope 
humanity will induce a future retra@ation of the lifts 
alluded to, not only as the affertors have been evidently 
impofed upon, but as alfo their publication mutt help 
to keep up thofe animofities, which they profefs they 
do not with to encourage. But, if writers will perfift 
in publifhing thofe lifts, why not, for the fake of ge- 
neral and true information, publifh the number of the 
killed and wounded, by whatever means, on both fides a 
fince it muft ftamp the charaéter of a partifan to detail 
but one fide of the queftion 2—On that ever to be la- 
mented day, there are many who 1an great rifque of 
perfonal fafety in becoming advocates for the unfortu- 
nate; I wifh I could learn of as many, who exhibited 
equal proof of fincerity in favour of the haplefs and 
ill-fated. people ! Were this’the cafe, I verily believe 
I fhould not’ have to relate the dreadful defolation in 
the county of Wexford. In critical times, fuch as 
thofe, certainly different circumftances will excite dif- . 
ferent fenfations ; but. with refpect to the bufinefs be- 
fore us, the faying of a moft liberal proteftant gentle- 
man muft be regarded as poffefling peculiar force in re- 
prefling mifreprefentation. He fays, «* I have heard 
sc of hundreds of catholics in the county of Wexford, 
«¢ who have, at the rifque of their lives, faved protef- 
i tants ; but I have not heard of a fingle proteftant 
«© who 
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&c who encountered any danger to fave the life of & . 
‘e¢ catholic.” 


The black flag that appeared in Wexford on this 
day is, among other things, talked of with various chi- 
merical conje@tures, and its notoriety as denouncing 
maffacre has been confidently recorded ; notwithftand- 
ing that it is an abfolute fact, that this identical black 
flag was, throughout the whole infurre@ion, borne by | 


" @ particular ‘corps, and the carrying of banners of that 


colour, was, by no means, a fingular circumftance dur- 
dng that period, as flags of that and, every other hue; 
except oramge, were waved by the infurgents, and from 


their different ‘dies ingenious conje€tures, however 


groundlefs, for the maintenance of prejudice, may be 
made as to the feveral difpofitions of the bodies who 
moved under them, as little founded in fa&t or inten- 
tion, as was the original deftination of the black enfign 
in queflion, ' 


Altho’ general Edward Roche had the nominal com- 
mand of-the great body of men, that ‘came into Wex+ 
ford on this day, yet his authority appears to have been 
very limited, when he was not able to lead them to the 
intended deftination ; but it became ftill lefs on his-ar- 
rival in that town, where Dixon, who was his brother- 
in-law, had gained fuch an afcendency, although pof- 
feffed of not even any nominal command ; being but a 
general blufterer, affeCting great confequence, galloping 


from camp to camp, and feeking every opportunity of 


doing mifchief, generally while the battles were going 
on, and at one of which he never appeared but in the 
back-ground. His denomination of captain was owing 
to his being mafter of a floop which traded to and-from ~ 
Wexford. T his man’s condu& was in complete contra~ 
diGtion 
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diStion to the fentiments of Roche, who was, on his 
fubfequent furrender, in December 1799; tried by a 
court-martial in Wexford, ona charge of « aiding and 
“© abetting the murders on the bridge, on the 20th 
of June 1798.”—Rut his humane exertions appeared 
fo meritorious before that tribunal, that he was ac- 
quitted of this charge, which could not poffibly be, 
as he poffeffed command, ‘had it not been perfe@tly 
proved, that fuch command was merely nominal, 
as his orders and endeavours were counterasted by per- 
fons having no command whatever, but what arofe from 
inflammatory addreffes to the populace, urging them 
to take exemplary vengeance of their enemies, in 
which they were unfortunately but too fuccefsful. 


In the firft houfe I had been obliged to ftop at on the 
way to my lodgings, I met a gentleman to whom I was 
endeavouring to give fome account of what had occur- 
red, while Dixon was pafling by, with the two orange 
informers, one on each fide of him. The gentleman ran 
out and began to plead for mercy, exprefling at the 
fame time a hope, that Dixon would come into the 
houfe and confult with me before he would put his 
defigns into execution. But on this Dixon exclaimed, 
‘© Is it to confult Mr, Hay, who has already deferved 
«* death for the part he has taken in ftopping us fo long 
« from taking revenge of our enemies? Here are two 
“¢ orangemen, who have become informers, and there 
“* arethe men Iam going to have put to death, (point- 
«* ing to the prifoners that were following him under a 
** ftrong military guard) and when I have done with 
«< thefe, I fhall then treat Mr. Hay in the fame man- 
«¢ ner.”—When Dixon had paffed on, the gentleman 
returned and offered to condu& me home, but I was 
again obliged to ftop on the, way in a houfe'where the 

. ‘wives 
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wives and daughters of fome officers, affrighted by the 
general alarm, ran to me in tears, while all I could do 
was to join in their. lamentations. I certainly fhould 
not have had fufficient power to walk any farther, had 
Inot taken a glafs of wine they kindly offered me. 
However; I at length arrived at the houfe where I had 
been fince the infurrection, and there remained in a 
ftate of ftupid infenfibility, until I was.roufed by feveral 
ladies, who preffed me to come to dinner, which was 
unufually late that day ; and although I was able'te 
carve for the ladies, I could not tafte a morfel myfelf. 
Shortly after a meflenger came for me from lord 
Kingfborough and his officers requefting my immediate 
attendance. I inftantly complied, although I had 
little hopes of being able to afford them any relief, yets 
I would not refufe to try my beft endeavours. On 
getting into the ftreet, I met a crowd of people pro- 
ceeding to a particular houfe, with-intention, as I foon 
difcovered, of bringing out Mr. Jofeph Gray, lieute- 
nant of the Wexford cavalry, who had tranfported his 
fervant. I had the prefence of mind to fay, that Mr. 
_Gray was out fighting for them, and that they feemed to 
me not to be able to diftinguifh their friends from their 
enemies ; which fortunately prevented them from pro- 
ceeding any farther; for I knew he was in the houfe, 
and had too much reafon to fear, that upon their forcing 
into it, his death and many more, muft have been the 
inevitable confequence. This device proving fuccefs- 
ful, gave me more courage to go on to lord Kingfbo- 
reugh’s lodgings, where. I was refufed admittance. 
However, I {poke to him-and his officers, as they ap- 
peared atthe windows, and declared, that as long Iwas 
alive myfelf, they might depend upon every exertion 
of mine in their behalf. Shortly after I fortunately 
met general Edward Roche, whofe humane exertions 
ae 


to 
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to prevent them, were as confpicuous as his lamenta- 

tions were fincere for the dreadful fcenes then exhibit- 

ing. Iconjured him to haften down to the bridge, and 

there to reprefent the urgent neceffity of ‘the people’s 

attendance at Vinegar-hill, fuggefting that he could; 

with more propriety than any other; interpofe his au- 

thority with a profpect of fuccefs, as he was himfelf 
called on to attend by all the chiefs in the camp; and 

as an exprefs was fent from Vinegar-hill to Wexford 

demanding reinforcements, and exprefling furprize 

that Edward Roche had not come, with the force of 

his neighbourhood, which he had been fent home to 

collet and bring along with him. Thefe confidera- 
tions infpired the general with new vigour to endea- 

vour to lead thefe men out of the town, which he at | 
length effected, and the people magne off under his 
command out of Wexford. 


When the town was thuscleared of its dreadful vifi- 
tors, about eight o’clock in the evening, I obtained admif- 
fion to lord Kingfborough and his officers. We jointly 
took a retrofpective view of the horribly diftracted 
ftate of the country, as well as of its impending dangers 
and after a variety of confultation between. us, it was 

_agreed, that the only mode of preferving Wexford and 
all its. inhabitants from deftru@ion was, that early on 
the next morning, I fhould accompany lord Kingitbo- 
rough to the army ; and by an explanation of exifting 

— eircumftances it was hoped that the town might be 
fpared from the dreadful fate w hich feemed to await it 
every inftant. Wexford was indeed at this period in 
a moft perilous fituation. Intelligence had arrived 

there of the approach of three different armies, one of 
which was advanced as far as Oulard, another had ar- 


rived at Ennifcorthys and the progreflive march of the 
Gg third 


226 INSURRECTION OF THE 
. / 


third was confpicuous the evening before from the 
Three-rocks, by the infurgents ftationed there, who on 
the morning of this day proceeded tomeet it. The gun- 
boats on the coaft alfo made a formidable appearances 
- as announced by the men who had been ftationed at the 
fort of Roflare, but who now abandoned that pott 
and fled into Wexford, bringing the alarming news 
that feveral fhips of war, and other armed veffels were 
approaching the harbour. By the time we had fettled 
all matters, relative to our departure cn this expedition 
next morning, It was advanced inthe night, and the 
Wexford-men were flocking home from the battle of 
Fooks’s-mill, I hadthen propofed to go and confult 
the principal inhabitants, whofe co-operation and affift- 
ance were fo neeeflary in fuch an undertaking, but 
which I made not the leaft doubt of obtaining, and 

took my leave of his lordfhip and the other officers. 
promifing to return to them early on the next morn- 
ing. It was a confiderable time before I could collect 
a fufficient number of the principal inhabitants to com- 
municate my intentions to them; and, even when it 
was at length effected, their confufion ‘was fuch, that 
it was agreed to poftpone the bufinefs until early in the 
following morning, then to meet at captain Keugh’s 
houfe, where the fubje&t would be taken into confide- 
gation by a general affembly, which could not be fo 
well formed at that. time of the night. 


. About three o’clock in the afternoon of the twenticth, 
the army under the command of gen. Moore, began 
to march from its encampment at Long-graigue, the 
cat of the reverend-Mr. Sutton, toward Taghmon, and 
had proceeded but half-a-miley when the infurgent 
force from the Three-rocks, led on by their general the 
reverend Philip Roche, appeared 3 in view at a place 
called 


‘ 
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¢alled Fooks’s.mill. Each party immediately com- 
menced the attack, which lafted with various fuccefs 
and great obftinacy, on both fides, for four hours, when 
the infurgents having expended the whole of their am- 
munition at the very moment that it is faid the troops 
were on the point of giving way, thought proper to 
Tetire, and made a good retreat to their original ftation 
onthe Three-rocks. In this engagement, from the na- 
ture of the ground, the great body of the pike-men, 
could not be brought into action, fo that there were 
not more of the infurgents engaged, than about an_ 
iS equal number with that of the army againft them, 
whofe lofs too is {aid to be confiderably greater-than 
theirs ; but although general Moore’s difpatches con- 
cerning the engagement have been publifhed, yet the 
lift of the killed and wounded,' mentioned to have 
been fent with the general’s letter, has been fuppreff- 
ed, fo that I have not been able to obtain the official 
account of this particular. The infurgents, as ufual, 
- did not attempt to retreat until they had fired their 
aft fhot, when two regiments under lord Dalhoufie 
A its perceived coming up to reinforce general Moore. 
The infurgents inthe retreat, brought away with them 
five out of the fix fmall cannon which they brought out 
with them ;-all of which had been faftened on com- 
mon cars with ropes, and the remaining ones they loft, 
‘becaufe the car upon which it was mounted having 
been broken hy falling into a ditch, it was left there. 
‘The Wexford-men, who were in this engagement, at- 
tended their companions.to the Three-rocks, and then 
proceeded to the ue where they arnyed late at 
nig hit. 


General Johnfon had fmart fkirmifhing with the out- 
- polts of the infurgents from Ennifcoithy on the 2oth, 
Gg 2 on 
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on his sia at Bloomfield, within a mile of Ennif- 


corthy. Early on the morning of the 21ft, a general | 


affault was made on the infurgent force encamped on 


-Vinegar-hill by general Lake, while the town of En- 
nifcorthy was attacked by general Johnfon, which he ~ 


carried after an obftinate refiftance for two hours, with 
great flaughter of the infurgents, whofe defence of the 
place was moft wonderful, confidering that they had 


_but a few pounds of powder to diftribute to their 
whole force on the preceding evening ; fothat it is afto- 


nifhing how they could venture, with fuch a fcanty 
provifion of ammunition, to give any oppofition to an 
army of great force, perfe€tly equipped and appointed; 
and abundantly provided with every neceffary. Even 


| On Vinegar-hill there were but two charges for can- 
“non; one of which’ was fired againft the army ap- 


proaching from Solfborough, and the other difmount- 
ed cannon potted at the Duffrey- -gate at Ennifcorthy ; 
and although a great number of cannon and bombs 
were fired from the royal artillery toward Vinegar- 
hill, only one-man was wounded and none killed by 
the fhot fromthe ordnance. The infurgents notwith- 
fianding their defencelefs fituation, difplayed vaft cou- 


_rage and intrepidity before they abandoned the hill, 


which they ‘were at length obliged to do, and great 
numbers of them fell on this occafion. All fufpe@ted 
perfons were put to death in Ennifcorthy, and feveral 
houfes were fet on fire; among the reft that which had 


' been ufed by the infurgents as an hofpital, which, toge- 
therwith allthe wounded menin it, were: totally confum~ 


ed. A free paflage was left for the infargents to retreat 
to Wexford, as the divifion of. the army under general 
Needham, from fome unaccountable reafon, had not 
come upin time to join thebattle; and from theroute this 
divifion took, it is furprifing that it did not fallin with 

the 
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the infurgent force under general Edward Roche, who 
was ‘alfo too late for the engagement, as he only ar- 
rived juft at the commencement of the retreat of the 
infurgents, which, however, he covered with his men, 
from Darby-gap, and reftrained the career of the ca 
valry that were in full purfuit of the infurgents dif- 
lodged 20m Vinegar-hill. 


Lord King fborough was fo anxious to carry the plat 
we had agreed on for the falvation of the town, into 
execution, that he fent for me before three o’clock in 
the morning on the 21ft, whenI had fearcely time to 
have taken any reft. I inftantly got up and went to 
him, when I found him arrayed in full uniform, and 
completely equipped to fet out that moment, which he 
wanted me to do alfo; but I reprefented to him the 
danger of going through the country in fuch apparel, 
as he then was, and that, at all events, our fafety could 
not be fecured without the concurrence of the people 
with our plan, which, however, I thought, would be 
_ eafily obtained, as I related to him the converfation [ 
held with the principal inhabitants on the night preced- 
ing; and that [expected to meet them again on the 
fubje& at an early hour that morning. He and his 
officers then entreated me to haften the meeting, and to 
have the drum beat to arms, for the people to affemble, 
that their confent might be obtained, as there was no 
time to be loft, in carrying into effect the only means of 
faving the town from total deftruction : for we diftinGly 
heard the report of the cannon from Ennifcorthy, 
where the battle had juft then commenced. I imme- 
diately went and rapped up the principal inhabitants _ 
neareft to me; whom I commiffioned to call up their 
neighbours ; and thusin a fhort time was the whole 
_town roufed from flumber. A meeting confequently 

aot Reh ea took 


23S. INSURRECTION OF THE 


took place at the houfe: of captain Keugh, where it 
was thought advifeable that dotor Jacob thould ac- 
Company lord King{borough and me; but on further 


contemplation, inflead of one, it was judged neceflary 


to fend out three deputations from the town to the 
three different armies approaching, left one might not 
be able‘ to effect its purpofe; and it was alfo thought 
ymoft, prudent; that lord. Kingfborough fhould not leave 
the town, but that it-fhould be inftantly furrendered 
to him, as military commander; and do@or Jacob, 
who was prefent, offered to reaffume the office of may~ 


. Or; fo that this was putting all’ kind of civil and mili- 


‘ 


tary authority into the fame hands in which they were 
before the infurreCtion; and thus did the inhabitants of 


‘Wexford do every thing confiftent with duty by taking . 


the carlieft opportunity of returning to their allegiance, 
which, by the fundamental principles of the conftitu- 
tion, could never be arraigned, as they were not only 
abandoned, but even furrendered to, the infurgents, by 
thofe who were bound, by every tie of duty and intereft, 
fo protect them, but who inftead of aGing as they 
ought, fent a deputation of furrender, and fhamefully 
fied, leaving even theit own wives and families, toge- 
ther with the other inhabitants, under the uncontroul- 


able fway of the conquerors, whom they thus confti-: 
tuted regular enemies. | 


Captain M«Manus of the Antrim militia and: myfelf 
were appointed to proceed to the army at Oulard, with 
the propofal of the inhabitants of Wexford and lord 


_ Kingfborough’s difpatches ; captain O’Hea of the 


North Cork militia, and Mr. Thomas Cloney, were 
deputed on the like miffion to Ennifcorthy ; and cap- 
tain Bourke of the North Cork militia, and Mr. Ro- 
bert Carty were feat to the army of Taghmon. The 
aes meeting 
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meeting was then adjourned to the cuftom-honfe-quay 
to propofe thefe arrangements to the people, aflembled 
there ‘on parade for the purpofe. They approved of 
every ftep that had been taken with three cheers; and 
‘the bufinefs was concluded by a moft feeling addrefs 
from do&tor Jacob, in tears, to the people, whofe good 
opinion, on all occafions, he was fo happy as to poffefss, 
by being very attentive in his duty as phyfician and 
furgeon to the wounded. A-deputation then went to 
lord Kingfborough’s lodgings to inform him of the de- 
termination of the people; and his lordfhip upon ac- 
cepting of the military command of the town, applied 
to captain Keugh for his fword ; but he, taking a 
wrong impreffion of the folemnity of the previous pro- 
ceedings, and imagining himfelf entitled to march out 
at the head of the people to meet the army approaching 
the town, he propofed furrendéring it and the fword 
together, to the officer principal in command of the 
army approaching the town ; but not finding one fup- 
porter of this propofed feheme, he reluCtantly furren- 
dered to lord Kingfborough his fword and other arms, 
but with the greateft formality. ‘ 
- . Lord Kingfborough, thus invefted with the military 
authority in Wexford, fet about writing difpatches to 
the feveral officers commanding the different armies ap- 
proaching the town, informing them, «* That the 
«*¢ town of -Wexford had furrendered to him, and in 
<< confequence of the behaviour of thofe in thetown 
¢ during the rebellion, they fhould all be proteéted in 
‘ perfon and property, murderers excepted, and thofe 
«¢ who had inftigated others to commit murder, hoping 
‘ thefe terms might be ratified, as he had pledged his 
«¢ honour in the moft folemi manner to have thefe 
_* terms fulfilled on the town being furrendered to hims 
«s the 


nw 


a 
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ec the Wexford-men not being concerned in the maf- 
«< facre, which was perpetrated by country people in 
ss their abfence.”* = 


With thefe difpatches were enclofed as a further 
document, the following propofals from the people of 
Wexford: « That captain M«Manus fhall proceed from 
é< Wexford ‘toward Oulard, accompanied by Mr. Ed- 
«< ward Hay, appointed by the inhabitants of all reli- 
gious perfuafions, to inform the officer commanding 
«: the king’s troops, that they are ready to deliver up 
« the town of Wexford, without oppofition, to lay 
«< down their arms and return to their allegiance, pro- 
sé vided that their perfons and properties are guaranteed 
«¢ by the commanding officer; and that they will ufe 
s* every influenee in their power to induce the people 
s* of the country at largeto return to their allegiance ; 
«© andthefe terms it is hoped captain M«Manus will 
s¢ beable to procure.” 

<«¢ Signed by order of the inhabitants of Wexford, 
$* Wexford, June 21,°1798.2 €* MATTHEW KEUGH. 


nw 


All matters being thus arranged, I went down to 
the gaol for captain M<«Manus, as well as to announce 
the news to all the prifoners. As I had, on a former 
occafion, confulted them on the letter, wrirten in their 
name and behalf, and as they were univerially pleafed 
with my fentiments, they all crowded about me, many 
of them everin their fhirts, and when I communicated 
tothem the purport of the miffion of captain M*Manus 
and myfelf, the joy they manifefted can only be 
conceived by fuch as have been in a. fimilar fituation. 
They expreffed fentiments of the utmoft kindnefs to 
me in particular and hearty fuccefs to our undertaking. 
Captain M«Manus then accompanied me to lord King{- 

borough 


® Sce Appendix, capt, Bourke and lord Kiagfton’s letters, 


a COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 233 


‘porough, who waited his arrival to confult with him 
and the principal inhabitants together ; and when all 
things were adjufted between them, and that his lord- 
fhip had written his difpatches, enélofing the propofal 
of the townfmen, the captain and I fet out, bearing 
thefe credentials, and proceeded as far ax Caftle- bridge, 
where, finding that the troops which had been flationed 
at Oulard, had moved toward Ennilcor' hy, we thought 
it beft to dire& our courfe thither. As yet we had met 
with none but women and children who were bewail- 
ing their wretched condition in the moft piteous ftrains, 
Shortly afterwards, however, we met captain Dixon 
who had been prefent at the approval of our deputation 

. by the people of Wexford in the morning; but the 
plan not cotrefponding with his fentiments, he had fet 
- out with intention to gain over a payty in the country 
to way-lay and put us to death, but as all the men had 
gone to camp, he could not find accomplices to afiift 
him in this-undertaking. Soon after we met Morgan 

Byrne; a man of the fame flamp, who was Dixon's af- 
fociate the day before, and whofe cowardice and cru- 
elty were equally confpicuous,* he accofted us in the | 
moft abrupt and favage manner, vowing death and de- 

ftruStion againft numbers, amongft whom he was 
pleafed to include myfelf and my companion, whom he 
called-a fpy. Upon my declazing that Iwas going to 
take obfervation of the pofition of the army, he infift- 
ed upon accompanying us; and as he had a mufket and 

Hh bayonets 
* The condus of this man exemplifies the ufval infamy attendant on tne 
formers, as immediately previogs to. the infurrcétion he had waited on capa 
tain (now major) Kavanagh, with a plentiful offer of information from. his 
father and himfelf, when the fudden infurreStion prevented, its accom plifhe 
ment, He and fome of his relatives were diftinguithed by their barberous 
difpofitions, as true co-operators of captain Dixon, whofe condu& is a mae 
nifeft proof how unlike you fonietimes find even brothers, as they “~i¢ ale 
tinguithed by their tendernefs and humanity, whereas he was a fanguiuary 
montter, 
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bayonet, two cafes of piftols, one in holfters and the 
other flung on his belts, while we had no arms what- 
ever, [thought it moft prudent to humour him; which 
I did for two miles that he rode with us, when we had 
the good fortuneto fhake him off; and I then informed 
captain M‘Manus of the danger we had efcaped by get- 
ting off fuch aruffian. We then came to a refolutionto 
be the firft to addrefs every one we met, to fhew our con- 
‘fidence, and by'this precaution we paffed unmolefted 
by great numbers who were flying from Vinegar hill, 
and the more dangerous as they were ftrageglers from 
the main body of the infurgents that had taken another 
road, and ufing many expedients to elude all enquiry 
on our bufinefs, but particularly calling out to the fu- 
gitives to collect at'the Three-rocks, (the place ap- 
pointed for the infurgents to wait until the conelufion 
of the negociation then on foot,) we at laft arrived im 
fight of the army at Daiby-gap, where captain M«Ma- 
nus threw off a great coat which I had the precaution 
to make him wear over his regimentals. We then 
hoifted a white handkerchief as our flag ; and could 
defcry the country all along between that and Enni(f- 
eorthy in a moft dreadful fituation ; houfes on fire, 
dead men and women ftrewed along the road, and in 
the fields; while the foldiers were huntiny for fach as 
might be concealed in the ditches, and bringing down 
every perfon they met; in fine, it was altogether a 
dreadful picture, exhibiting all the horrors of war 1A 
fmall party of the Antrim militia happened to be among 
the firft of the foldiery that we met, and thefe hailed 
their officer with the moft heartfelt demonftrations. of 
joys and conduéted us fafely to Drumgold, where we 
met major-general fir James Duff who led us into En- 
nifcorthy to general Lake the commander in chief, to, 
whom we delivered our difpatches. The’ remains of 
the 
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the town exhibited a dreadful afpect, as the greater 
part of the houfes, which had efcaped until the arrival 
of the army, were ftill on fire; and the houfe which 
had been ufed as an hofpital by the infurgents, and 
which was fet on fire with all the patients in it, conti- 
nued burning until next morning, when I faw a part A 
of acorpfe ftill hiffing in the embers. 


The news of our arrival having quickly fpread 
through the town, numbers of officers, yeomen’ and 
gentlemen of my acquaintance crowded around me; 
fome anxious to hear of their friends, while others ex- 
prefled how difappointed they would be if hindered to 
demolifh Wexford with’ all the concomitant horrors | 
and atrocities ufual on fuch dreadful and fhocking oc~ 
cafions!—Some had the favage indecency even to 
mention fome young ladies by name, who, ‘they in- 
tended, fhould experience the effects of their brutal 
paffions before they would put them to death ; but 
thefe intentions, they feared would be fruftrated by the 
account I gave them of the propofal and difpatches:— 
others wifhed the extermination of all catholics Lf 
fome enquired for their friends and relations, and 
amidft thefe horrors were not deftitute of humanity. 
While I was thus converfing with many of various 
defcriptions, major general fir James Duff kindly 
came to me and entreated that I would go into the 
houfe where the commander in chief was; and, by no 
means, to remain inthe ftreets; for that if I did, he 
entertained great apprehenfions I might fall a facrifice 
to the furious difpofition of many perfons in military 
array ; offering at the fame time to bring me any 
gentleman I wanted, as he fhould be forry I fhould, 
endanger my perfon, of which I ought then to be par- 


ticularly careful, as, if I were to meet with any acci- 
Hhg dents 


\ 


\ 
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dent, it might put a ftop to any, farther negociations 
on fo detirable an obje& as I was endeavouring 
to obtain. I then went into the houfe where I 
continued the whole of that day and remained the 
whole night alfo, as upon feliciting an anfwer to the 
difpatches, the commander in chief fignified that we 
fhould not get it, until the next morning. Someof my 
friends have fince informed me that they prevented 
feveral perfons who were on the point of fhooting me 
from putting their murderotis intentions in effe@t, in 
the ftreets of Ennifcorthy. ‘ Captain O’Hea of the 
North Cork militia, and Mr. Cloney arrived about! 


two hours after captain M«Manus and myfelf in Ennif- 


corthy. They, having taken the road dire& from 
Wexford, met the main body of the infurgents on 
their retreat ; and the feveral chiefs, having firft read 
the difpatches and propofal, permitted thera to be for- 
warded without further interruption: they were not 
fealed, to obviate the danger fuch a flep might 


occalion. w 


Captain Bourke of the North Cork militia, and Mr. 
Robert Carty proceeded to Taghmon, and delivered 
their propofal and difpatches to general Moore, who 
had already begun his march, which he purfued for 4 
mile beyond Taghmon, when he halted on perceiving 
a great concourfe of people onthe mountain of Forth, 
He then fent back Mr Carty to lord Kingthorough, 
with directions to return to‘him with further accounts 
of the ftate of the country and new difpatches. The 
infurgents, om their defeat at Ennifcorthy and Vinegar- 
hill, retreated along the eaftern bank of the Slaney, 
over Carrig-bridge; and fo on to the Three-rocks, on 
the mountain of Forth, where they were now obferved 


by general Moores and fo occafioned Mr. Carty’s re- 


turn 
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turn’ to Wexford for further information. On the 
arrival of the infurgents at the ftation of the Three- 
rocks, feveral diltuffions took place relative to the 
propofals for the furrender of the town of Wexford 3 
into which they could. not finally be reftrained from 
coming. Among thofe who thus haftily rufhed into. 
the town, there were fome turbulent fpirits, a circum- 
flance unavoidabie on fuch occafions, and in fuch an 
affemblage. Thefe, apprehenfive of their fituations, 


\ 


exerted every means in their power to prevent ah ac- 
commodation, although earneftly wifhed for by all 
the chiefs as well as by. the great body of the people. 
Lord Kingfborough after he had aflumed the military | 
command of the town, went to the houfe of Mr. 
Meyler, where he-was when this concourfe of people 
arrived, and they infifted that his lordfhip and the~ 
other officers fhould come out to their camp, in orders 
as they faid, to procure the like terms for themfelvess 
as for the inhabitants of Wexford. His lordfhip and 
the officers fhould certainly have gone out to camp on 
this occafion, but for the interference of, Mr. Fitz- 
Gerald, .who diffuaded them from confenting to a 
meafure, that would endanger the lives of the pri- 
‘foners fhould they leave the town.’ The principal 
inhabitants, had before determined to march out 
with them, in order to proteé them from any violence 
that might be attempted againft them; and their 
united efforts, affifted by the timely interpofition of the 
sight reverend doctor Caulfield, the roman catholic 
bifhop of Ferns, prevented any further urgency. The 
people were addrefled from the windows of the houfes 
in which an affembly took place, forthe purpofe of 
devifing the beft means of preventing mifchief and ir- 
regularity: the people were entreated and fupplicated 
to defift from their intentions, as lord Kingfborough 
F had 
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had given the moft folemn affurances that they fhould ‘ 


have as good terms as he had promifed the inhabitants 
of Wexford; and he moreover advifed them to go to 
their camp, and not to lay down their arms until thefe 
terms would be perfectly fecured. 


It was lord Kingfborough’s own propofal, that the 
jnfurgents fhould remain encamped at Three-rocks 
until they would fecure the fame terms. with the inha- 
bitants of Wexford, which it was naturally fippofed 
would be ratified; and it is much to be lamented that 
they did not return thither, as from the commanding 
fituation of the Three-rocks, it would be very difficult 
to diflodge them; belfides, by fecuring-the pafs at Car- 
rig-bridge, the Slaney would have formed a very 
{trong barrier againft the approach of the forces com- 
ing from Ennifcorthy ; and the infurgents would, by 
thefe means, have appeared fo formidable as to induce 
the granting of the terms demanded; and which good 


policy fo ftrongly diGtated-—This would have put an- 


end to any further difturbance, and peace would have 
been immediately reftored ; nor would the defolation, 
which afterwards disfigured the country, at all have 
taken place ; and the lives of many facrificed to the 
fury of the times, would have been fecured ; while it 
would have enfured the certain punifhment of all mur- 
- derers and affaffins, many of whom, by the condu& 
that was purfued, efcaped the end fo juftly due to their 
enormous crimes. The amnefty bill afterward fecured 
the greateft part of the benefits claimed by the propo- 
fals, with the exception of officers; who, if they had 
not relied on the granting of thefe terms, would not 
have remained in Wexford, but would have proceeded 
with the infurgents, and fo have faved their lives and 
properties, as well as others whe fought their ways 

and 
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and at length obtained ‘favourable terms: fo that alt 
the evil confequences that enfued, are. attributable to 
the impolicy of refufing the propofed terms, which, it 
is to be prefumed, had, there been a poffibility of ob- 
taining lord Cornwallis’s fentiments; would have been 
yeadily complied with ; but unfortunately for the 
county of Wexford, he had landed in Ireland but the _ 
day before, and his fyftem could not be fent forward 

to counteract that which exifted before his arrival. 

+ é 
Captain John Murphy, whofe humanity had been fo: 
confpicuous, with-his guns-men on Vinegar-hill, was 
now pofted on the gaol for the proteion of the pri- 
foners from the infernal fury of captain Dixon, who 
wifhed to renew the diabolical cruelties he had been 
unfortunately able to put in execution the day before ; 
in the abfence of the inhabitants of Wexford, who 
‘were now returned and determined to protect the re- 
_ maining prifonets at the’ rifque of their own lives. This 
they were happily able to effeGt asthe murderers were 
too cowardly to attempt any thing that portended 
danger to themfelves. No one was therefore put to 
death on this day, but enfign Harman of the North. 
Cork militia, who was going out with Mr. Carty to 
general Moore, to whom they were now proceeding 
on a fecond miffion, with freth difpatches from lord 
Kingfborough. They had but juft got outfide the 
town, when unfortunately met by a furious maniac; 
named Timothy Whelan, who inftantly fhot enfign 
Harman, and {napped a piftol at Mr. Carty, who then 
thought it prudent to return, thus narrowly efcaping 
with life. This ruffian afterward had the audacity to 
attempt the life of lord Kingfborough, in order to put 
an end at once to all accommodation, .not meeting 
with his approbation ; he would have been ordered 
for 
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for inftant execution by the chiefs, but for fear of irri- 

' tating the great body of the populace, too ready on 
fuch occafions and in fuch.turbid times, to miftake def- 

: peracy for heroifm, and to attempt the moft violent 
deeds themfelves, if thwarted in their inclinations, or 
by meddling with their favourires, 

_. The infurgents were at length prevailed on, by the 
inceffant entreaties and exertions of their chiefs, to quit 
the town of Wexford, They now divided themfelves 
into two bodies; the one under the command of the 
reverend Philip Roche, marched into the barony of 
Forth; and encamped that night at Sledagh ; the other, 
under-the conduct of mefirs. Fitz-Gerald, Perry, and 
Edward Roche, proceeded over the bridge to Pep- 
pard’s caftle, where they took their ftation for that 
night. : tah . . 

; 

General Moore, although he had orders not to pro- 
ceed farther than Taghmon on that day, that he might 
co-operate on the arf, in the general. attack on 
Wexford ; yet from the prefent complexion of affairs 
advanced toward that town, having perceived the de- 
parture of the people from the Fhree-rocks ; and hav- 
ing been alfo informed by captain Bourke of the 
peaceable difpofition of the Wexford people. Con- 
;eerning the latter circumftance, captain Boyd, (now 
returning home in general Moore’s train) very pru- 
dently made very many cautious and firiét enquiries, 
requiring feveral affurances of the fa&, from captain 
Boygrke who had been fent out in that direG@iion from 
Wexford ; in additionto which he could himfelf, from 
the commanding elevation of the road he took, ob- 
ferve the retreat of the infargents over the bridge, be- 
fore he ventured into the town; which after the moft 
minute circum{petion he at length entered, attended 


by 
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by fome yeomen, almoft with as much precipitancy as 
he had formerly abandoned it. Some ftraggling 
wretches of country people were put to death on this 
triumphant occafion. All the green ornaments, that 
had been fo confpicuoufly exhibited hitherto, were now 
torn down ; and fome perfons, who but the moment be- 
fore appeared anxious to demonftrate their friendihip for 
the people, changed fides as quick as. lightning, and 
endeavoured to exhibit every fymptom of loyalty. 
General Moore, on confultation with lord Kingfbo- 
_rough, thought it moft advifable not to let his troops 
into the town, which it had been determined to anni- 
hilate previons to the n¢gociation, and in confequence 
of this circumftance, of which the army was perfeCtly 
aware, it required the utmoft precaution to prevent its 
being plundered, facked and deftroyed, with the atten- 
dant atrocities. The town’s- people now felt the utmoft 
anxiety, at not receiving eny anfwer either to their 
own propofal or lord Kingiborough’s difpatches, and 
as even thofe which had been forwarded to general 
Moore himfelf, he had fent off, requefting further or- 
ders from General Lake. General Moore now took ° 
his ftation on the Wind-mill hills, taking every precau- 
tion, and having the advantage of a large park of ar: 
tillery ; while the fituation itfelf completely command- 
ed the townof Wexford. The Chapman floop of war, 
commanded by. captain Keen, took her tation outfide 
the harbour, too fhallow for her to enter, and three 
gun-boats were fent to attack the fort of Roflares 
which was previoufly abandoned, and therefore they 
thence proceeded oppofite the town, completely com- 
manding the wooden-bridge and adjacent ftrand; fo 
that Wexford was now thoroughly invefted both by 
land and water. On the approach of the army too, all 
the wounded men in the hofpital were put to the {words 
ie and 
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and fome of the ftraggling inhabitants loft their lives, 
notwithfanding the exprefs orders of general Moore; 
that no kind of excefs fhould be committed. 


Atthreeo’clock A.M. of the22d, the trumpet founded 
for the army to march from Ennifcorthy, and every one 
was on foot as foon as poflible. Shortly after captain 
M«Manus and myfelf, as well as captain O’Hea and 


Mr. Cloney, were required to wait on general Lake, 


who delivered me his anfwer to the propofal of the 
inhabitants of the town of Wexford, and defired me to 
read it. It was as follows: « Lieutenant general 
es Lake cannot attend to any terms by rebels in arms 
« againft their fovereign: while they continue fo he 
¢¢ muft ufe the force entrufted to him, with the utmoft 
«energy for their deftruction. To the deluded 


** multitude he promifes pardon on their delivering 


«* into his hands their leaders, furrendering their 
** arms, and returning with fincerity to their allegi- 
s© ance. r 

** Ennifcorthy, June 22d, 1798.” & Signed, G. LAKE.” 


4& 


n 


” 


On reading this I expreffed my fears, that fuch an 
anfwer would not be pleafing to the people of Wex- 
ford, as it did not ratify the terms folemnly promifed 
by lord Kingtborough ; but general Lake would-not 


allow further explanation on the fubje@, as he de-" 


' clared he would not confirm any promife made by lord 
' Kingfborough, to whofe difpatches he would not even 


return any anfwer. He then ordered that I fhould — 


be conduéted by an officer, whom he named to the head 
_of the armys whence I was to proceed to Wexford, and 
thence to return to him, with all convenient fpeed, with 
the determination of the inhabitants, as, he mentioned, 
he would nos difcontinue the march of the troops, and 

4 that 
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Febat if any fatality Diets happen lord 5 Vidas: 


or any of the prifoners, nothing fhould .diffuade him 
from his original intention of annihilating thetown. I 
was alfo warned by him on pain of death, to return to 
him with a pofitive.anfwer, and to bring lord Kingfbo- 
rough along with me; and if on my approach to Wex- 
ford, I fhould not think it fafe for the officer accom- 
panying me to go intothe town, I fhould return with 
that information immediately ; and that if any thing. 
fhould happen to the officer or to me, in confequence of 
having brought the difpatches and propofal, the town 


of Wexford was not to be fpared. I was then queftion~ 


ed about the ftate of the country, the bridges, roads, 
and the like ; and general Lake finding, upon enquiry 


what road I was to take, that I fhould not want an 


efcort until I would reach genetal Needham’s divifi- 
on, encamped at Ballenkeele, he fent orders to him by 
me, to furnifh me with any’efcort I might require, to 
conduct me fafe to Wexferd. Capt. O’Hea and I were 
then led to the head of the army by a general officer , 

and we fet off with all expedition, to avoid as much as 
poflible the horrid fpectacle of the dead bodies of men 
and women, ftrewed along the roads and over the ad- 


jacent fields, fome bearing marks of the moft favage and 


indecent cruelty ; fome with their bowels ripped open, 
and others with their brains dafhed out; fituations 
which they did not at all exhibit the day before, when 


Afaw them lying dead on my way to Ennifcorthy! !! 


if 

On delivering my orders to general Needham, while 
the efcort was getting ready, I was furrounded by feve- 
ral officers and yeomen who expreffed like favage fen- 
timents with thofe I heard the day before at Ennifcor- 
thy; and I was truly aftonifhed to hear men of fuch 
rank and education as they were making ufe of fuch 
liz language, 


RAL INSURRECTION OF THE 


language. Some, however, expreffed anxiety tempered 
with humanity. The efcort being got ready, coriifting 
of atroop of the ancient Britons, and a trumpeter, com- 
manded by captain Wynne, wé fet off and could learn 
nothing along the road but the mournful lamentations 
of women, the country having been abandoned by the 
men! When we arrived near Caftle-bridge, I proceed- 
ed for fome diftance by myfelf to reconnoitre, and, per- 
ceiving no interruption, I called on the efcort to come 
on 3; and when we came in fight of Wexford, the trum- 
pet was founded, and I hoifted a white handkerchief 
to announce our artival ; but we did not learn that the 
town had furrendered to general Moores until we ar- 
rived at Ferry-bank adjoining the wooden-bridge. As 
this was not as yet paffable for horfes, as the loofe 
planks that had been laid on where the flooring was 
burned were thrown off on the retreat of the infur- 
gents, captain Wynne and I proceeded on foot as far as 
the portcullis, which had been hoifted fince the pre- 
‘ceding evening. We were therefore detained for half- 
an hour, till orders were giveit to let it down. Dur- 
ing the time that we were thus detained, I faw the 
prifon-fhip and feveral other veffels fet on fire: many 
more were afterwards burned ; and all the fhips in the 
harbour, that were not confumed, were fo far confidered 
as prizes taken from the infurgents, that the owners 
‘were obliged to pay falvage! When the draw-bridge 
was let down, wé waited on lord Kingfborough, to. 
whom I made known the orders I had to bring him 
‘out to general Lake; but he declared he could not 
pofibly comply, as he had been appointed by ‘general 
Moore to command in the town He however wrote 
a letter, excufing his attendance; and on receipt of 
this, I fet off with captain Wynne and ,his troop of 
horfe, which had by this time croffed the bridge,’ in 
, order 
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order to return to general Lake; and we met him @ 
little outfide the town, as, on hearing what had 
happened, he moved forward with all expedition 3 
and on delivering him lord Kingfborough’s letter, we 
formed part of his fuite on his entrance into Wexford. 
The prefervation of this town may, indeed, be re- 
corded as a wonderful event, as its defiruion feemed 
as determined as that of Nineveh; and yet its flates 
then and now, bearing fo few marks of depredation 
or direption of any kind, isa circumftance that has 
furprifed all who: have vifited it fince, and who obferv- 
ed the defolation that prevailed in all other directions 
where difturbances had exifted, | 


Relying on the faith of lord Kingfborough’s pro 
mifes of complete proteétion of perfons, and propertiess 
- feveral remained in the town of Wexford, uncon- 

fcious of any reafon to apprehend danger ; but they 
were foontaken up and committed to gaol. The rev. 
Philip Roche had fuch confidence in thefe affurancess 
and was fo certain of obtaining fimilar terms for thofe 
under his command; that he left his force at Sledagh, 
in full hopes of being permitted to return in peace to. 
their homes, and was on his way to Wexford, unarmed 
coming, as he thought, to receive a confirmation of the 
conditions, and fo little apprehenfive of danger, that 
he advanced within the lines, before he was recog- 
nifed, when all poffibility of efcape was at an end. 
. He was inftantly dragged from his horfe, and in the 
moft ignominious manner taken up to the camp on the 
Wind-mill hills, pulled. by the hair, kicked, buffetted, 
and at length hauled down to the gaol in fuch a condi- 
tion as fcarcely to be known. The people whom he 
had left, in expectation of being permitted to return 
qietly home, waited his arzival, but at laft being in-- 
| . formed 
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formed of his fate, they abandoned all idea of peace, 
and fet off under the command of the reverend John 
Murphy to Fooks’s-mill, and fo on, through Scollagh- 
gap, into the county of Carlow. 

From the encampment at Ballenkeele, commanded 
dy general Needham, detachments were fent out to 
fcour the country. They burned the catholic chapel 
of Ballemurrin, fituate on the demefne of Ballenkeele, 
on which they were encamped, befides feveral houfes 
in the neighbourhood. The pvincipal of thefe was 
that of Newpark, the feat of Mr. Fitz-Gerald ; which 
along with all the out-offices, haggard of corn, by far 
the largeft in the county of Wexford, a malt-houfe con- 
taining fifteen hundred barrels of malt and a ‘thoufand 
barrels of barley, were entirely confumed ; as were alfo 
the houfe, offices,.and malt-houfe, containing a thoufand 


“barrels of malt, at Ballimore, belonging to~ Mr. Ed- 


mund Stafford, miftaken, as I have been informed, for 
the dwelling aad property of general Edward Roche; 
befides a great numberof houfes of inferior note. In 
ihort, death and defolation were fpread throughout the 
country, which was fearched and hunted fo that fcarcely 
a man efcaped; and the old, who were feeble and.de- 
crepit with age, and who could not therefore’ eafily 
move out of the way; as well as the idiots or fools, 
were the victims on this occafion ;‘as almoft all fuch 
as had the ufe of their limbs and intellects had previ- 
oufly made of with the mainkody of the peoplé. The 
dead bodies were to be feen fcattered about, with their 

throats cut acrofs, and mangled inthe moft fhocking , 


rmanner_ It is fearcely poifible to defcribe all the hor- 


rors.and devaftations that took place, as all the atro- 
cities of war were moft woefully exhibited. The 


' fair fex became the prey of the luftful foldiery ; apd 


female 
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female beauty, which at all other times, may be con. 
fidered' a bleffing, now became a curfe, as women paid 
dearly for their perfonal charms, which failed not to, 
augment the general brutality of thefe odious and de- 
teftable deeds ! What muft be the pangs of a mother on 
fecing her beloved favourite child, dragged from her 
by the roffian hands of an unfeeling monfter, glorying 
in his barbarity, and confidering his crime meritorious 
in proportion to its enormity ; fpreading death and - 
difeafe to the utmoft extent of his depraved capacity } 
The Hompefch dragoons are held in -peculiar, remem- 
brance on this occafion. Indeed, the ferocity of thé 
foldiery in general was fuch, at this period, that 
the women and children, through the country, 
€ven now, are worked ‘up to the higheft pitch of hor- 
ror at the fight of a military man, as bringing to their 
recollection all the barbarous fcenes of which they 5 

had been formerly witneffes! Notwithftanding the 
abominations of the vileft of pikemen, it is a well efta- 
blifhed fa&, that during the period of their uncontroul- 
able fway, no female, not even one of the wives and 
daughters of thofe whom they confidered their greateft’ 
~ enemies, ever fuffered any kind of violation from them; 
and their general refpe@t for the fex is as true as it is 
wonderful ; and their forbearance in this particular is 
remarkably civilifed as the condu& of the troops 
ies favage, fparing neither friend nor foe in their in- 
 difcrithinate and licentious brutality. . 
. The northern part of the county of Wexford had 
been almoft. totally deferted by all the male inhabitants, 
on the roth, atthe approach of the army under general 
Needham. Some of the yeomanry, who formerly de- 
ferted it, returned to Gorey on the 21ft, and on finding 
no Officer of the army, as was expected to command 
there; 
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there, they, with many others; who returned along 
with them, fcoured the country round, and killed great 
numbers in their houfes, befides all the ftragglers they 
met; moft of whom were making the beft of their way 
home unarmed from the infurgents, who were then be- 
lieved to be totally difcomfited. Thefe tranfactions be- 
ing made known to the great body of the infurgents, en- 
camped at Peppard’s-caftle, on the 22d; they refolved to 
retaliate, and directly marched for Gorey, whither they 
had otherwife no intention of proceeding, The yeomen 
and their affociates, whofe conduct had been fo confpi- 
cuous on the day before; made fome fhew of refiftances 
having proceeded fome little diftance outfide the town, 
as it were boldly to meet the force coming againft them ; 
but upon the near approach of the infurgents, they fled 
back with the utmoft precipitation ; and thence, acom- 
panied by a great many others, haftened toward Ark~- 
low, but were purfued as far as Coolgreney, with the 
lofs of forty-feven men. The infurgents had been ex- 
afperated to this vengeance, by difcovering through 
_ the country as they came along, feveral dead men, with 
their culls fplit afunder, their bowels ripped open, and 
their throats cut acrofs, befides fome dead women and 
children; they even met the dead bodies of two women 
about which the furviving children were creeping, and 
_bewailing them, poor innocents! with piteous cries ! 
 'Thefe fights haftened the infurgent force to Gorey, 
where their exafperation was confiderably augmented 
by difcovering the bodies of nine men, who had been 
hanged the day before, devouring by pigs in the ftreets, . 
others recently fhot, and fome ftill expiring. q 


After the return of the infurgents from the purfuit, 
feveral perfons were found lurking in the town and 
brought before Mr, Fitz-Gerald, particularly Mr. Pip-. 

| pard; 


é 
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pard, fovereign of Gorey ; but from this gentleman’s 
‘age and refpectability, he was confidered incapable of 
being accetlary to the perpetration of fhe horrid cru- 
elty which provoked and prompted this fudden re- 
venge, and he and others were faved, protected, and 
fet at liberty. At this critical time the news of the 
burning of Mr. Fitz-Gerald’s houfe; haggard and malt- 
houfes, by which he loft feveral thoufand pounds, ar- 
rived ; and, had the fmalleft feed of rancour or cruelty 
waived inthe mind of fuch a fufferer, he might have 
fo far felt it, on this occafion, as not to reftrain the 
infurgents from exterminating Gorey, which they were 
loudly proclaiming as a jut retaliation for the devafta- 
tion committed on fo great a favourite of the people. 
The magnanimity and forbearance of Mr, FitzGerald 
at fo trying a crifis, are truly remarkable, as, forgetful 
of fuch great perfonal injury, he exerted his utmoft 
endeavours to reftrain the infurgents, vociferating ven- 
geancefor his wrongs, and fucceeded in leading them off 
- from Gorey ; when after a flight repatt, they refumed 
their’ intended route, refled that night at the White- 
heaps on Croghan mountain, and on the 23d fet off for 
the mountains of Wicklow. 


General Lake, with fome other general officers, ‘re- 
mained for fome time in Wexford. The gaol of this 
town was now immenfely crowded, as almoft every one 
of the principal inhabitants were taken up and arraign- 
_ed for treafon. Many of them, however, were acquit- 
ted upon trial, which was by court-martial, and the 
greater number received protections, according to lord — 
- Cornwaliis’s proclamation, Captain Keugh had re- 
mained at lord Kingfborough’s lodgings, and after the 
furrender of the town two centinels were placed on 
him there for two days, when he was removed to the 

Kk gaol. 
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gaol. Mr. Cornelius Grogan was taken at his féat of 
Johnftown, where he had remained, unconfcious of 
any danger until conducted to prifon. Mr. Bagnal 
Harvey had gone to his refidence at Bargy-caftle, hav- 
ing no conception that the terms, agreed upon with 
‘lord Kingfborough, would not be ratified. Indeed, fo 
confident was he of the contrary, that he fent fome 
fat cattle into Wexford for the ufe of the army ; but™ 
learning from the meffenger who drove them thither, 
that no conditions whatever would be obtained, he haf- 
tened with the fatal newsto Mr.Colclough. This gen- 
tleman had previoufly taken his wife and child to one of 
the Saltee iflands, where he thought to have weathered 
out the ftorm of theangry time ina cavey into which he 
had gone for concealment. Thither Mr. Harvey nowalfo 
reforted ; but they were all foon difcovered, and the 
news of their being taken arrived in Wexford while 
they were conveying round to the harbour in a boat. 
This attragted a great number of people to the quays 
curious to fee them brought in, and amidft this con- 
courfe Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Colclough and his lady 
“were landed. The gentlemen were then led through 
the gazing multitude to the gaol, where they were con- 
fined in the condemnéd ceils. 


A court martial was inftituted for the trial of prifon- 
-erson charges of treafon. The reverend Philip Roche 
_ was the firft tried and condemned by this tribunal. 
Captain Ketigh was the next put on his trial, at which 
he made a very able defence ; buat was alfo condemned. 
The entrance-of the wooden-bridge was the fcene 
fixed on for the place of execution. The fufferers 
were hauled up with pullies, made faft with ropes to 
an ornamental: iron arch, intended for lamps, and— 
fpringing from the two wooden piers of the gate next 

; “the. 
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the town. The large ftature of the reverend Philip 
Roche caufed the firft rope he was hauled up with to 
break ; but another was foon procured, and his life was 
ended with double torture. The head of captain Keugh 
who fuffered along with him. was feparated from his 
body, and confpicuoully placed on a pike over the front 
of the court-houfe. Their bodies, together with 
thofe of others executed at the fame time were ftripped 
and treated with the utmoft brutality and indecency 
previous to their being thrown over the bridge. 


Mr. Grogan was brought to trialon the 26th, but 
the evidence, which he hoped to obtain of his inno- 
cence, did-not attend on account of the general appre- 
henfion that prevailed. His trial was therefore poft- 
poned, and he was remanded to gaol, Mr. Harvey 
was then put on his trial, which lafted for the beft part 
of the day, and ended in his condemnation. Mr. Gro- 
gan’s trial was then refumed ; but this he did not ex- 
pet until the next day, and confequently he had not 
been able to procure all the neceflary evidence. It was 
indeed proved, that he was forced to join the infurgents, 
but this did not prevent a fentence of his conviction: 
fuch was the idea entertained at the time of the necef- 
fity of public example! The condemnation of thefe 
gentlemen was afterwards confirmed by the Trifh par- 
liament, which paffed an act of attainder againft them, 
anda confifcation of their properties; notwithftanding 
that, on parliamentary enquiry into the merits of the 
proceedings, it was clearly proved, that the court-mar- 
-tial had not beer even fworn: fo that although theif 
condemnation and the confifcation of their proper- 
ties be fanctioned by law, yet the juftice of the procefs is 
very queftionable, and the inveftigation of it will em- 
Kk 2 ploy 
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ploy the pens of fature hiftorians; particularly in the 
cafe of Mr. Grogan, who was undoubtedly facrificed to 
the temper of the times. On the 27th, mefirs, Harveys 
Grogan, and Mr. Patrick Prendergaft, a rich maltfter 
in Wexford were ordered out to execution. When 
Mr. Harvey was brought out of his cell, he met Mr. 
Grogan in the gaol-yard, and accofted him in a feeling 
affeionate manner: while fhaking hands with him. 
he faid, in the prefence of an officer and fome of the 
guards, and in the hearing of feveral prifoners, who 
had crowded to the windows, ** Ah! poor Grogan; you 
die an innocent man at all events.” They were then 
conducted to the bridge, where they were hanged, 
. when the heads of mefirs. Grogan and Harvey were cut 
off and placed upon pikes on each fide of that of capt. 
Keugh ; while their bodies, and that of Mr. Prender- 
gaft, were ftript and treated with the ufual brutal inde- 
cencies, before being caft over the bridge! Mr, 
Colclough was brought out to trial onthe fame day 
and condemned.’ On the next day he was executed, 
but his body, at the interceflion of his lady, was given 
up to her to be interred. Mr. John Kelly of Killan, 
whofe courage and intrepidity had been fo confpicuous 
~ at the battle of Rofs, now lay ill in Wexford, of a wound 
which he had received in that engagement: he was 
taken prifoner from his bed, tried. and’ condemned 
to die, and brought on a car to the place of execution. 
His head was cutoff, and his body, after the decuftomed 
indignities, was thrown over the bridge. The head, 
however, was referved for other exhibition: It was 
J firft kicked about on the cuftom-houfe-quay; and then 
brought up into the town, thrown up and treated in 
the fame manner oppofite the houfe in which his fitter 
Jedged, in order that fhe might view this new and 
favage game at foot-ball, of which when the players. 

were 
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were tired, the head was placed in the exalted fituation 
to which it had been condemned, aboye that of captain 
‘Keugh, over the door of the court-houfe. 


On the 28th, general Lake quitted Wexford, leav- 
ing the command there to general Hunter, whofe con- 
du&t muft ever be remembered with gratitude by the 
people, as, on feveral occafions, he checked the per- 
fecuting fpirit of the gentry and yeemanry ; and this 
contributed much more than feverity, or any other 
mode could poffibly do, to induce the people to furren- 
der their arms, take out proteétions and return to their 
homes in peace. This defirable object would not have 
been fo happily accomplifhed had he not interpofed his 
authority, fo far as to threaten fome gentlemen with 
punifhment, whofe habitual zeal and mode of keeping 
the country quiet, he totally difapproved of, as he did 
not wifh to fee the people again roufed by the continu- 
cance of their exertions. Brigadier general Grofe was 
ftationed under the command of general Hunter 
at Ennifcorthy, where he was diftinguifhed for his 
pacific condu&. The firft and Coldftream regiments 
of guards were providentially placed'in Rofs, under the iv 
command of general Gafcoigne, and their conduct 
there muft be ever recorded to their immortal honour, 
as exhibiting true principles of juftice and philan-~ 
thropy, ftepping in between the people and their op- 
preflors, who were not only reftrained in their career 
of perfecution, but even fhamed into compliance with 
the fyftem of pacification. - Many were releafed from 
prifon after the fevereft treatment ; and on enquiry into 
their cafes nothing could be alledged againft them. 
They were confequently difcharged, it being evident 
- that their confinement had been moft unwarrantable, 
gad to be accounted for only as a part of the dreadful 
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fyftem of tyranny and oppreffion which preceded and 
produced fo many evil confequences. 


This is ftrongly exemplified in the cafe of doctor 
Healy.—This gentleman was a native of Rofs, and had 
practifed as a phyfician for fome years in Wexford, 
whence he was on his way, on Whitfunday, to his na- 
tive town, and ftopping at Healthfield, the feat of Mr. 
John Grogan, he found that the latter wanted horfes 
for fome of his corps of yeomen, to conduét ferjeant 
Stanley to Waterford. The doSor then difmounted 
his fervant, and gave the horfe he rode to Mr. Grogan 

for the purpofe required ; and purfued his journey to 
~ Rofs where all his relations refided.. Some of thofe 
who abandoned Wexford, on the 28th of May, coming 
afterwards to Rofs, had the inhumanity to get doctor 
Healy confined, and the prevailing torture of whipping 
inflicted on him. His life was confequently endangered, 
and he continued to experience the moft brutal treat- 
ment, and was in conftant terror of being put to death, 
until relieved, along with many others, all of whom 
appeared perfe@tly innocent, upon enquiry into their 
fituation ; and it is natural to fuppofe, that their ene- 
mies would have come forward to accufe them, if they 
had any charge to make, were it only to give fome 
tolour of juftice to their condu’t, which appeared emi- 
nently tyrannical to the officers of the guards, who 
had no idea that fuch tranfactions could have taken 
place in any country, ; 

Tam induced to infert the following circumftance from 
Mr. Alexander’s account, as he was not liable to be im- 

pofed on, in this inftance, by any mifreprefentation: 
s* corporal Morgan of the firkt regiment of guards 
§* obferving a country. “protected rebel, whofe houfe 
: s€ was 
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«* was burned for his crime, drop down at the word of 
*¢ command, upon his knees'to the gentleman who had 
‘© burned his houfe, ran haftily tothe fellow and 
‘© lifted him off his knees, exclaiming,” «* Get up 
«¢ you mean-f{pirited boor, and do not proftrate yourfelf 
*¢ to any being but your god: furely, you do not mif- 
‘© take this man for that being ©” ‘¢ Sir,” replied the 
-§* gentleman, “ he fhall go on his knees to me as he 
«< ought.” <¢ Nos Sir,” returned the corporal, «© he 
«¢ fhall not; at leaft in my prefence, and while I 
ss have the honour of being in the king’s guards. We 
«© give the king but one knee and that the left; re- 
«cs ferving the right knee, as well as the honour of both 
s¢ for god, and I tell you to your fiery phiz, (whethér 
"© you believe me or not) that you are neithera god 
*- nora king, nor fhall you receive the honour of ei- 
s* ther.” <¢ This was a young man of good educa- 
«¢ tion, and inthe fame latin clafs with me at the late 
se reverend Mr. WesLuy’s academy at Kzng’s-wood, 
«© near Briffol. He wasthe fon of an eminent metho~ 
«¢ dift preacher.”* 


n 
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The condu& of thofe commanders laft-mentioned, 
was fuch as to induce the people to flock in, with the 
greateft confidence, to procure protections; and the 
country under their benign influence foon affumed quite 
another appearance. Had the county of Wexford. 
enjoyed the bleffing of being ruled by fuch men pre- 

vious to the infurreG@tion, I am fully perfuaded that no. 
( difturbance would have taken place there ; and it is to. 
be regretted, that they did not continue longer in com- 
mand than they did, as on their departure former influ- 
ence fo far prevailed as to exhibit a tendency to perfe-~ 
cution, by refuming, as much as poflible, their former 
conduéts. 


® See Alexander’s acconnt, p. £06, ro7. / 
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condu&, which dare not be’ attempted when properly 
checked and under due reftraint. General Needham 
commanded in Gorey, and different other officers were 
ftationed at Taghmon and Ferns & grant protections. 


Although I meant to confine myfelf, in this narra- 
tive, to what happened in the county of Wexford; 
yet, it might be confidered defeftive, did I not relate 
what afterward took place, until the warfare of the 
Wexford-men was clofed by furrender in the county 
of Kildare, under mefirs. Fitz-Gerald and Aylmer. 


The infurgents wha paffed weft of the Slaney, under 
the condudi of the reverend John Murphy, direéted 
their march to get into the county of Carlow, through 
Scollagh-gap. Here they met with fome oppofition 
from a fmall body of troops placed there to oppofe the 
pailage. Thefe, however, they foon. overpowered; 
and burning the village of Killedmond on the Carlow 
fide of the pafs, they continued their march to New- 
bridge, where they arrived on the morning of the 23d, 
and quickly defeating a party of horfe and foot, fta- 
tioned on the bridge to prevent their pafling it, they 
took twenty-eight of the Wexford militia, part of the 
force there ftationed, but the cavalry haftily retreated 
to Kilkenny. From this town fir Charles Afgill im- 
mediately fet out to meet the infurgents at Newbridge, 
but was too late, as they had moved off towards Caftle- 
comer, in expectation of being joined by the colliers, — 
from whom they expected confiderable affiftance. ‘On 
the 24th the infurgents proceeded from the Ridge-of- 
Leinfter, on which they refted the night before, to at- 

tack Caftlecomer. Near this town they met a party 
of about two hundred and fifty mens whom they obliged 
to retreat precipitately before them into the body of 
the, 
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the place. A thick fog, however, prevented them 
from obferving the great inferiority of their oppo-. 
nents, and this, adéed to the town being on fire, (of 
which each ec the other) alfo prevented 
their obferving the approach of fir Charles Afgill, (who 
had moved after them with a large military force) until 
they began to be raked with grape fhot from his artil- 
lery. This furprize forced the infurgents, with great 
lofs, to quit their enterprize, the Wexford militia pri- 
foners being retaken from them ; but ftill, fir C. Afgill 
thought it prudent to retreat that evening back to Kil- 
kenny, accompanied by a vaft number of the inhabi- 
tants of Caftlecomer, which, by the bye, was inftantly 
after taken poffeffion of again and plundered by the in- 
furgents. After this they pufhed on tothe Queen’s 
county, where they remained that night, and finding 
themfelves greatly difappointed in not being joined by 
the inhabitants, and their own body being confiderably 
weakened by defertion, they refolved to return home 
to the county of Wexford. They accordingly directed 
their courfe to Newbridge, and encamped that night on 
Killcomney-hill, where they were furrounded during 
the night of the 25th, by a large military force, con- 
fifting of about five hundred of the Downfhire militia, 
commanded by major Matthews, who purfued them 
from Caftlecomer, having firft notified his intention to 
fir Charles Afgill at Kilkenny, who accordingly fet out 
from that place, at the head of twelve hundred men, 
and arrived time enough to co-operate in-the attack. A 
very thick fog prevented the infurgents from being 
fenfible of their fituation, on the morning of the 26th, 
until they experienced a fevere difcharge of cannon 
on one fide, which made them fhift their ground a lit- 
tle ; but on receiving a fecond falute of the fame kind 
frem another quarter, the rout became general ; and 
Lil they 
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they fled with great precipitancy : indeed, they muff 


have been entirely cut off, had not the horfemen that 


were among them rallied, and prevented the cavalry 


from purfuit ; in which dangerous fervice they difplay~ 


ed great courage and intrepidity. The flaughter, how- 
ever, proved very great ; but it is lamentable, that the 
greater part of the flain,-on this occafion, were the 
people of the adjacent country, who had not at all joined 
the infurgents, nor left their houfes ; and great depre- 
dations, im the way of plunder, were alfo committed 
on all who happened to be placed near the fcene of 
aGtion. This body of Wexford infurgents, after again 
forcing their paflage back thro’ Scollagh-gap, againft 
fome troops who endeavoured to oppofe them, never 
made its appearance again, asthe people difperfed and 
yetired to their feveral homes, except a very few whe 
joined their affociates in the county of Wicklow. 


The other body of Wexford infurgents which had 
proceeded, as before obferved, after the attack upon 
Gorey, as far as the White-heaps, in the county of 


| Wicklow, fet off on the morning of thé 23d, toward the 


lead-mines. While refting in a pofture of defence, on 
an eminence near this place, they perceived a body of 
troops, ‘In the hollow beneath, and thefe fired fome 
bomb-fhells at them from the oppofite de of a river, 
The infurgents having. no cannon retreated toward 
Monafeed, where they halted part of that night, and 
arrived on the morning of the 2uth at Donard, which 
they found deferted. Here they waited, for fome time, 
fox refrefhment, and then maved toward Glanmullen, 
where they met a fmall party of cavalry, who fled at 
their approach... They found the village of Aughrim 
laid wafte, and many dead bodies vearing marks of 
cruelty. From this place they proceeded to Bleffing- 

* tons 
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ton, and although their manner moftly was to reft as 
much as poffible by day, and march during the night, to 
avoidthe purfuit off a body of cavalry that was obferved 
to follow them, ani [which generally appeared in view ; 
they, however, encamped this night at Ballymanus, 
where uniting their forces with thofe of Mr. Garret 
Byrne, the whole moved, onthe morning of the 25th, 
toward Hacketftown, before which they appeared 
about feven o’clock in the morning. The military 
were drawn up; in a {mall field outfide the town, ready 
to receive them, but they were forced to give way, af- 
ter the lofs of captain Hardy, and four privates, of the 
Hacketftown yeoman infantry ; while the pikemen of 
the infurgents were wading acrofs the river, to attack 
the place on all fides. The cavalry retreated and kept 
_ aloof during the remainder of the ation; but the in- 
fantry, confifting of about one hundred and feventy 
men, retired into the barrack, and a malt-houfe adjoin- 
ing it, from which their fire did great execution, as did 
chat from the houfe of the reverend Mr. M«Ghee, who 
defended it with uncommon bravery, his force confift- 
ing of nine men only; but whofe galling fire had 
the greater effeét as it commanded the main-ftreet, 
and alfo that part of the barrack which was thought 
moft vulnerable, This the infurgents endeavoured, 
feveral times; to fet fire to; as they had before to the 
reft of the town; but all in. vain. At length they 
made a defperate effort to accomplifh theit purpofe. A 
few men proceeded up to the building, under the cover 
of feather beds and matted ftratw, faftened oncars ; but 
they were only fuccefsfulin obliging the military to 
abandon the malt-houfe, and could not by any means 
get poffeflion of the barrack or of Mr. M:Ghee’s houfe, 
both fo fituated as to fupport each other. The infur- 


gents at laft deeming it impracticable to effet their 
© Le, 2 defigns 
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defign, without cannon, of which they had not a fingle 
piece, retreated from the place, after an ation of nine 
hours, in which they had loft great numbers, carry- 
ing off their wounded and driving before them all the © 
cattle from about the town, they encamped that night 
at Bleffington. The lofs of the garrifon was but ten 
killed and twenty wounded ; however they thought it 
moft prudent to abandon the place, which they did, 
and retreated that evening to Tullow in the county of 
Carlow. During the engagement; it is faid, that a con- 
fiderable force of cavalry and infantry ftood on a hill 
at a fmall diftance, in view of the fcene of action, but 
did not venture to join in the battle. 


Difappointed by the repulfe at Hacketftown, the re- 
maining Wexford infurgents, in conjun@ion with their 
Wic klow affociates, direted their march toward Car- 
news whichthey were refolved, if poflible, to carry ; 
but general Needham, being informed of their ap- 
proach, detached a ftrong body of infantry, and about 
two hundred cavalry, from his camp at Gorey, to inter- 
cept them. The cavalry alone, however, as the in- 
fantry were recalled, came up with the infurgents on 
the road to Carnew.. Thefe feigning a retreat, having 
timely notice of their approach, fuffered the cavalry to 
pais, until they brought them into an ambufcade, where 
their gunfmen were placed on both fides of the ways 
behind the ditches to receive them. At the firft dif 
charge they were utterly confounded, and being una- 
ble to give their opponents any annoyance, they at- 
tempted to retreat in great hafte toward Carnew. But 
here they had to encounter another part of the plan of 
ambufh ; for the infurgents rightly conjecturing, that, 3 
when foiled, they would attempt getting off in that dj- 
rection, had blocked up the road with cars and other 

| : incumbrances, 
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incumbrances, they were for fome time expofed to the 
fire of the infurgents, and loft about eighty of their 
number, among whom were two officers, captain Gif- 
fard of the ancient Britons, and Mr. Parfons adjutant 
of the Ballaghkeen cavalry ; the reft effe@ed their re- 
treat to Arklow. The detachment was commanded 
by lieutenant-colonel Puleftone of the ancient Britons, 
of whom twenty were among‘ the flain. The animo- 
fity of the people againft this regiment, which they 
charge with being guilty of great excefles, may be in- 
ffierced in the cafe of a black trumpeter belonging to 
it who fell into their hands alive on this occafion. © 
When feized upon, this man loudly declared, that he 
was a roman catholic, and befought them to {pare him 
for the fake of his religion. But his deeds with which 
he was upbraided, were too recent and too notorious, 
and he obtained no quarter. The infurgents loft not 2 
fingle man in this aGtion ; but they were foiled in their 
defign upon Carnew, the garrifon of which, being 
alarmed by the retreating cavalry, had juft time to fe- 
cure themfelves in a malt-houfe before the approach of 
the infurgents, who, after an ineffedtual attack, march- 
ed off to Killcavan-hill. : 


On the 2d of July, as the infurgents began to move 
toward Shilelah, they were purfued by a body of yeo- 
men, cavalry and infantry before whom they retired 
to an eminence, called Ballyraheen-hill. Here they 
took poft, but as the yeomén moved up the hill, the 
infurgents poured upon them with fuch impetuofity and 
vehemence, that they were in an inftant utterly difcom- 
fited, with the lofs of feventy privates and two officers, 
all infantry, for none of the cavalry fell. The officers 
were captain Chamney of the Coolattin, and captain 
Nixon of the Coolkenna corps ; befides numbers were 

. wounded, 
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wounded, Sixty privates, under captain Moreton of 
the Tinahely, and lieutenant Chamney of the Cool- 
attin yeomen, retreated into captain Chamney’s houfe _ 
at the foot of the’ bill, whither they were purfued by 
the infurgents, who continued to attack them all night, 
but they were refifted with the utmoft bravery and 
coolnefs, and at length repulfed with confiderable 
Jofs, to which it is probable the light afforded by a. 


~ houfe adjoining, that of Mr. Henry Moreton, (w hich 


chad been fet on fire by the infurgents in their phrenfy,)- 
contributed not alittle, as it enabled. thofe within to 
aim with precifion at the affailants. It was feveral” 
times attempted to firethe houfe, by approaching the 
door under the cover of feather-beds, which proved 
pnfuccefsful, : 


The Wexford’ rere next fixed their ftation 

near the White- heaps, at the foot of Croghan-moun- 
tain; from whence they moved during the night of_ 
the 4th, toward Wi cklow-gap, but were met on the 
morning of the sth: by- the army. under fir James Daff 
from Carnew; and after fome falutes from the artillery, 
they weré obliged to take another direGion, and 
‘turned toward Gorey, But the fa& is, that they were 
furrounded by four powerful detachments, before they 
could perceive the approach ef any, in confequence of 
a fog, fo denfe that it was impoffible to diftinguifh 
objects at the diftance of twenty yards; and finding 
themfelves unable to withftand a battle, they broke 
through the purfuing cavalry of fir James Duff’s 
armys of whom they flew about.eighty; and, moved 
with great celerity in the dire&tion of Carnew. But. 
upon their arrival at_a place called Craneford, by 
others Ballygullen, they refolved to make refiftance 
and await the approach of the troops however nume- 
TOUS, 
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tous; although their own force’ was by this time cons 
fiderably diminifhed: They however maintained the 
conteft for an hour and a half, difplaying ‘the greateft 
valour; and moft intrepid refolutioa ; having repulfed, 
the cavalry, and driven the artillery-men three times 
from their cannon; all performed by the guafmen ; for 
the pikemen, as on former occafidns, never came into 
. aétion ; but frefh reinforcements of the army, pouring | 
in on all fides, they were obliged to give way; quitting 
the field of battle with little lofs-te themfelves, and 
notwithftanding all their fatigue, retréating, with their 
ufual agility and fwiftnefs, in different direCtions ; but 
agreed among themfelves to affemble again at Car- 
rigrew. A party of thefe refugees were met by the 
rev. Peter Browne, dean of Ferns, who was fuffered 
to pafs, and he inftantly pofted to Ferns, to inform | 
the King’s county militia, quartered there, of the route 
of the flying infurgents. The military accordingly 
fet out, with all fpeed, on the purfuit, and killed fuch 
of the ftraggling peafantry as they met or came up to» 
without mercy. The infurgents thus harraffed and 
hunted, thought it advifeable, upon meeting at Carrj- 
grew, to difperfe, and this put an end to the warfare 
in the county of Wexford. _ ) 


A party of infurgents in the county of Kildare, 
under the command of Mr, William Aylmer, ftill held 
out in arms; and thither the remaining body of the 
‘Wexford men, commanded by Mr. Fitz-Gerald, ac- 
companied by Mr. Garret Byrne, and fome Wicklow 
men, directed their courfe to form a jun@ion, 
which they accordingly effe%ed. This affociated 
force moved from Profperopis to Clonard, where they 
met a moft determined and fuccefsful ‘refiftance from 
Nieutenant Tyrrel, a yeoman officer, who, with his. 

corps, 
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corps, had occupied a fortified houfe in the town. 
Thefe delayed the affailants, until reinforcements 
arrived from Kinnegad and Mullingar, when they 
were forced to give up the enterprize. 


After this repulfe, the few remaining Wexford-men 
feparated from their Wicklow afiociates, whom they | 
deemed lefs warlike than themfelves, and made differ- 
ent incurfions into the counties of Kildare, Meath, 
Louth, and Dublin, eluding, as well as they could; the 
_ purfuit of the army, with different parties of which 
they had frequent fkirmifhes. The night of the repulfe 
at Donard, they committed fome depredations in the 
village of Carbery in the county of Kildare. On the 
next day, purfued by different parties of military, they 
_marched into the county of Meath, where they were 
overtaken and put to flight by colonel Gough com- 
manding a detachment of the county of Limerick militia 
from Edenderry. After this two of their leaders, Mr. 
Perry and the reverend Mr. Kearns, endeavouring to 
make their efcape by themfelves, were taken, tried 
and condemned by court-martial, and executed at 
Edenderry. Unable to effe&t any thing in the county 
of Meath, the Wexford-men crofled the Boyne, near 
Duleek into the county of Louth, where being purfued 
from place to place, they made a moft gallant refiftance 
to the cavalry of major- general Wemys and brigadier- 
general Meyrick, who overtook them between ‘the 
town of Ardee and the Boyne ; but the infantry and 
artillery coming up, they were defeated with fome 
lofs, and fled into.an adjoining bog; wherethey were 
fecure from purfuit. In the night afmall party fet off 
toward Ardee and difperfed, each, as he beft could; 
making way, by devious And circuitous routes, home- 
ward. The remaining body repaffed the Boyne, and, 
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with their ufual celerity, were onthe direét road to- 
ward Dublin, when intercepted by captain Gordon of 
the Dumfries light dragoons, at the head of a ftrong 
party of horfe and foot, at Ballyboghill, near Swords; 
where they were finally put to the rout, and were ne- 
ver more collected. 

Some Wexford infurgents, hoseaeers remained with 
Mr. Fitz-Gerald, along with Mr. Aylmer, who, as 
-outftanding chiefs negociated with general Dunda~ to 
whom they furrendered on the 12th of July; on condi- 
-tion, that ali the other leaders who had adventured 
swith them,. fhould, be at liberty to retire whither they 
pleafed out of the Britith dominions. The fame terms 
were afterwards fecured by general Moore. to Mr. 
Garret Byrne, who was fent into confinement in thé 
.caftle of Dublin, together with meffrs: Fitz+Gerald and 
Aylmer. Here they continued until the beginning of 
1799, when lord Cornwallis permitted. them to retire 
to England, where they remaited until the 25th of 
March following, when’ Mefirs; Fitz+Gerald and Byrné 
-were arrefted at Briftol, (whererthey were for the re- 
covery of their health) at the inftance of pertons con- 


néGed with a flrong Ivrifh party for the union, whom. 


it was thought, at that time advifable to indulge: 
Thefe. gentlemen .afterward _ retired to Hamburgh; 
where they have fince refided ; and it is to be hoped; 
that as the union excufe is how out of the queflion, and 
as peaceis reftored, their condu& will procure the’ final 
ratification of the proinifes ‘made them by. marquis 
Cornwallis as lord lieutenant. of Ireland, after a full 
inveftigation of their refpective merits. 


Mefirs. Aylmer, Fitz-Gerald, and other out(tanding 
rchiefs farrend lered, conditioning fer themfelves and 
Mm others; 


. 


~ 
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others, by which they fared much better than thofé 
who laid down their asms in Wexford, depending on 
the faithful fulfilment of the terms entered into with 
lord Kingitborough. 
x 
General Lake, previous to his departure ‘from Wex- 
ford, appointed a committée to fuperintend profecuti-» 
‘ons, and to grant paffes to leave the country, confifting 
of the principal gentlemen then refident there. The 
appropriate duty of this body was to enquire fpecially 
mto the cafes of fuch piifoners as they fhould hand 
over to be tried by court-martial, to procure the evi- 
dence for profecation, and to commit different perfons 
to gaol. It was not, however, deemed neceflary to 
fend a committai to the gaoler, asthe word of any of 
them was confidered fufficient for the detention of 
any of thofe given in cuftody ; and they were alfo to 
att as a kind of council to general Hunter, whofe be- 
nevolent difpolition they thwarted on feveral occafions sn 
and this was fo well known, that many; upon being 
put into confinement, were induced; by their apprehen~ 
fions, to petition for tranfportation, rafher than abide a 
trial under their direction. The tyrannical, unjuft and 
‘inhuman di(pofition of this body is frongly exemplified 
in their unwarrantable treatment of many befides my- 
felf; which I have endeavoured to detail in my preli- 
‘minary difcourfe, 


Different court-martials were inflituted in Rofs, Ens 
nifcorthy, Gorey, and Newtown: Barry, and feveral 
perfons were condemned and executed, and others were 
fentenced-to tran{portation, Among thofe who were 
condemned to be executed, T cannot avoid noticing the, 
cafe of the reverend John Redmond a.catholic prieft, 
who, it {eems, during the in(urretion, had done all in 

3 his 
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his power to fave the houfe of lord Mountnorris from 
being plundered, which he, in fome degree, effected, 
but not at all to the extent of his wifhes.. Lord Mount- 
noiris, howeyér, to prevent the pofhibility of his being 
fuppofed by any one in future a friend to catholics, fent 
for Mr. Redmond, upon finding that he was prefent at 
the plundering of his houfe, defiring that he would 
come to him dire&tly. The reverend gentleman, con- 
{cious of his own integrity, and apprehenfive of no dan- 
ger as involved in no guilt, obeyed the fummons with- 
out hefitation ; but his inflantaneous hafty trial, con- 
demnation, and execution were the reward of his hu- 
mane and generous exertions. His body, | after death, 
underwent the moft indecent mutilations.—But to put 
this innocent man’s conduct in its proper point of views 
I do not think I can do better than the reverend Mr, 
Gordon a proteftant clergyman has done in his hiftory 
of the Irifh rebellion, ‘ 
| ate; Of the rebellious condu& of Redmond, coadjutor 
_ €¢ to father Francis Kavanagh, inthe parith of Clough, 
ec of which I was twenty-three years curate, I can find — 
& no other proof than the fentence of the court-mar~ 
- ¢ tial which configned him to death, He was accufed 
ee by the earl of Mountnorris of having, appeared 
<¢ as chief among a party of rebels who committed 
—-€¢ fome depredations at his lordfhip’s houfe,; while he 
-«¢ alleged that his objeét in appearing on the occafion 
« was to endeavour to prevent the plundering of the 
« houfe, in which he had partly fucceeded. Coming - 
«¢ into Gorey on a meffage from the earl, feemingly 
unapprehenfive of danger, and unconfcious of guilt, 
<< he was treated as if manifeftly guilty before trial, 
«« knocked down in the ftreet, and rudely dragged by 
«: fome yeomen.—I mean not to arraign the jultice of 
, Mm a <¢ the 
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am 


© the noble lord, his profecutor, nor the members of 


es the court-maitial.. The former, who had rendered 


x 


« himfelf in no fmall degree refponfible for the loyalty 
of the Wexfordian romanifts, had doubtlefs good rea- 
fons for his condu&; and the latter could have no 
perfonal animofity bean the accufed, nor other 
unfayourable bias than what naturally arofe from 
the turbid ftate of affairs, when accufation, againft a 


5 ae Ge a wn 
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« romifh prieft, was confidered as a ftrong prefumption 


« of guilt. But his proteftant neighbours who had 
<< not been able to efcape from the rebels, affured me 
«* that while the latter were in pofleffion of the coun- 
<* try, he was conftantly hiding in proteftant houfes 
<¢ from the rebels, and that many romanifts expreffed . 
<¢ great refentment againft him as a traitor to their 
«« caufe, That he expected not the rebellion to be 
ce faccefsful, appears from this, that when the wife of 
¢¢ Nathaniel Stedman, (one of my’proteftant parifhion- 
é¢ ers) applied’ to him to baptize her child,* he told 


~~ 


‘ec her, that he accéded to her requeft merely left the 


a 


¢ child fhould die unbaptized, in the neceffary abfence 


‘ of her minifter, on condition that fhe fhould pro- 


a 


‘€¢ mife to make the proper apology for him. to me on 


_€ wy returh to the ek 
7 
It is a melancholy reflexion to think how many in- 
nocent perfons were condemned. I have heard of num- 
bers, of whofe innocence the fmalleft doubt cannot be 


entertained, véhofe condu& merited reward inftead’ of 
_punifhment; yet they fell vilims to the pureft fenti- 


ments of philanthropy, which di€tated their interference; 
thefe have been perverted by their enemies, whoare alfo 
thofe of the human race, into crimes utterly unpardona- 


ble. Is this any thing lefs than arraigning benevolence 


and humanity, the moft sean qualities of the foul of » 
: mans 
® See Gordon's Hiftory of the lrihh Rebellion, p, 185, 186, 
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man, asclintinal and atrocious? But every man’s breatts. 
whatever be his principles, will tell hims with irrefifti- 
ble force, that crime and atrocity lie at the other fide. 
From perfonal knowledge of the circumftances; I knew: 
five or fix who were innocent of the chargesand of the 
deeds {worn againft them, and who ftill were condemn- 
ed and executed. In thefe turbid and diftraéted times, 
I have feen perfons funk fo much below the level of 
human nature, that I do believe they were not capable 
of judgment or recolletion ; which accounts to mein 
fome degree for the various affertions, even teftimonies: 
On trials; and affidavits made by different perfons,. who 
might as well relate their dreams for facts. The dread- 
ful prejudice, hateful as uncharitable, entertained’ a- 
gainft catholics, has alfo oceafioned the death of many; 
- and the general excufe and impunity of proteftantss who 
joined in the infurre@tion, has induced many to avail 
-themfelves of this favourable cireumftance’ to change 
with the times; and to teftify their loyalty they: accufe 
the very perfons they themfelvesfeduced to join the af- 
fociation of united Irifhmen; and thus cut off all the 
-exifting proof of their own delinquency by a confum- 
mation of villainy. The loyalizing fpirit, if I may be 
allowed the expreflion, has done a-vatt deal of mifchief ; 
for thofe in the predicament laft mentioned are‘ unprine- 
cipled turz-coats in religion, who feruple' not to throw 
tie every calumnious afperfion upon that which they 
have not anly forfaken, but abandoned; in. order, if 
poffible, to imprefs an idea of the fincerity of their con» 
verfion i in embracing the other. Vain effort—it only 
expofes the hypocritical apoftacy in either cafe, to the 
dignified’ contempt of every intelligent and: principled 
man. I know two proteftant gentlemen, who if they 
liad been catholics, would not have efeaped' at this. 
critical time: 7S) aif ae the faving of 
; theig 
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their lives to gambling, of the good effects of whieh 
T never before heard an inftance. However, certain it 
is, that thefe gentlemen had loft fome money at play 
_ previous to the infurretion, which luckily forthem had 
not been paid at that period ; and the gallant heroes who 
were the honourable creditors on the occafion, and who 
were eminently active i in fuppreffing the rebellion, fu-, 
manely confidered, that none of the debt could be re- 
covered if the two gentlemen were hanged, and there- 
fore they fuffered their intereft to work upon their 
mercy, which operated to the procurement of pardon 
-and releafe for the gentlemen in queftion, as well as 
the confequent payment of thefe debts of honour. I 
know the two gentlemen well, and have often heard 
them relate this adventure which is deemed to have 
preferved two fine fellows. “ais , 


Mr, E. Kyan, whofe courage and humanity de‘erved 4 
better fate, was taken near Wexford, on his return home 
in the night, tried, condemned and executed the next 
day ; for although manifeft proofs appeared of his hu- 

manity and interference, fo confpicuoufly effeGtual on 
the bridge of Wexford onthe 20th of June, yet this was 
infufficient to fave him, as he had arms about him w hea 
apprehended. His fate is the more lamentable, as Mr. 
Fitz- Gerald, on furrendering to general Dundas, had 
fecured the fame terms for Mr. Kyan as for himfelf; 
fo that had any circumftance interfered to delay is 
execution for fome time, the life of a brave man would 
have been faved. : 


General Hunter was indefatigable in his exertions to 
appeafe the minds of the people, and to reftore confi- 
dence and tranquillity to this diftra€ted country. In 
this he was very materially affifted by the addrefs and 
exertions of captain Fitz-Gerald, who by the fpecial, 

aphornuneny 
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appointmert of the Britifh government, was attached 
as a proper perfon to attend the general as brigade- 
major on the fervice in Ireland; and to this ftation 
befides his acknowledged military talents, a recent dif- 
play of courage, indevendent of ‘his knowledge of the 
country, certainly recommended him. “He was even 
invefted with the extraordinary privilege of recom- 
mending fuch as he thought deferving of the protee- 
tion and mercy of government. 

Some principal gentlemen of the county and others 
befides, attempted to interpofe their authority to fuper- 
fede the tenour of the general pardon held out by pro- 
clamation, purfuing the fame line of arbitrary conduét 
which they praétifed previous to the infurre@tion. 
They even proceeded to fuch a length as prefuming to 
tear fome of the protections which the country people 
had obtained ; but this coming to the general’s know- 
ledge, he foon quieted them by threatesing to have: 
them tied to 4 cart’s tail and whipped. Others had 
been rath enough fo levy arbitrary contributions for the 
loffes they had fuftained during the infurreQion ; but 
were glad upon difcovery, and refunding what they 
had received, to efcape punifhment, which favour was 
generally obtained through the interceffion of major 
Fitz-Gerald :—even a beneficed clergyman of the efta- 
blithed church partook of the general’s indulgence, 
Another who as but a curate, was inducéd to wait on 
the general with an account of the intended maffacre of 
the proteftants, which he detatled with appearance of 
the utmoft alarm, and was patiently heard out, with 
the greatcft complacency by the general; who when 
the curate had ended, addreffed him with this marked 
appellation and ftrong language ;—«* Mr, Maffacre, 
** if you do not prove to me the circumftances you 


ss have 
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ee have related, I thall get you punifhed in the moft 
ee, exemplary manner, for saifing falfe alarms, which 
sc have already proved fo deftrudtive to this unfortu~ 
¢c nate.country.” ‘The curate’s.alarm now from gene- 
yal became perfonal, and on allowing that his fears 
had been excited by vague report to make this repre- 
fentation, his piteous fupplication, and apparently 
hearty contrition, procured him forgivenels. ‘Many 
and various were the reprefentations, of a fimilar ten- 
dency, made to general Hunter, which other com- 
mianders were led to believe, but which ‘his.fuperior 
difcrimination deemed .falfe and groundlelss and were 
difcovered fo to be in feveral inftancess by the »activity 
and acumen of his brigade-major. 


Annefley Brownrigg, efq. a magiftrate of the county 
of Wexford, received hfine-and thirty charges of ; pil- 
lage and flaughter againft Mr. Hunter Gowan ; and on 
the informations being fubmitted to general Hunter, he 
fent out:a party of the Mid-Lothian cavalry to conduct 
him prifoner to Wexford, whither he-was brought ac- 
cordingly, and there it was determined to bring him 
totrial. Mr. Brownrigg returnedhome, in the-mean 
time, to collect the evidence, but it was previoufly fet- 
tled that he fhould-have fuflicient notice; but on the 
day appointed for the: trial,.no profecutor attending; 
Mr. Gowan of courfe was difcharged. -An official let- 
ter had been difpatched in due time, yet he did not re- 
ceive it until it was.a day too late. Whether the mif- 
carriage of the letter was by accident or defign, conti- 
nues yet afecret. 


The various outrages that. were committed in the 
country, prevented vaft numbers from coming into the 


-quarters of the feveral commanding officers to. obtain 
protections; 
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protections, as many of the yeomen and thcir fupple- 
mentaries, continued the fyftem of deflagration’ and 
. fhooting fuch of the peafantry as they met; and this 
neceflarily deterred many from expofing themfelves to 
their view, and prevented, of courfe, the humane and 
benevolent intentions of general Hunter from having 
due weight or extenfive effect. The melancholy coR- 
fequences of fuch a fyftem of terror, perfecution and 
alarm, were very near being wofully experienced in a 
fhocking inftance of dreadful feverity,—the extermina- 
tion of all the inhabitants of a large tract of the 
county of Wexford !—This was aually cetermined 
on, and the execution of it already planned “and con- 
certed, when its horrid perpetration was providentially 
prevented by the timely and happy intervention of bri- 
gade major Fitz Gerald, under the direGtion and orders 
of general Hunter.—Inceffant applications and remon- 
‘ftrances were made, by different magiftrates in Gorey 
_andits vicinity, to government, complaining that an en- 
tire quarter of the county of Wexford, extending from 
Courtown to Blackwater, which range of country is 
denominated the Macomores, was infefted with conftaat 
meetings of rebels; and no means were left untried 
to prevent travellers from proceeding to Wexford, 
in that direG@ion without efcorts; and many perfons 
whofe habitations lay in the neighbourhood of this 
diftri@ left their homes deferted, from a belief that 
- another rifing of the people was inevitable ; and it was 
daily expected to take place :—nay, the reports laid 
before government were even confirmed by affidavits ; 
and fo generally was it believed, that perfons relident 
‘within two miles of the confines, prefumed not to en- 
quire into the veracity of the reports, to which, how- 
ever, they gave implicit credit ; while at the fame time 


_they were accredited by government, to w hom they were 
Nn handed 


Sd 
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handed in under the fpecious, impofing, and folemn 

appearance of facts by ‘a magiftracy that fhould be de-) 
liberate, grave and refpectable ; and the noble viceroys 

who then held the helm of the government, was ren- 

dered juftly indignant by thefe reiterated complaints of © 
the abufe of his clemency, on the reprefented immi- 
nent danger of the country. Orders were accordingly 
fent to the different generals and other commanding 
officers in and contiguous to the devoted tract, to form 
a line along its extent on the weftern border, and at 
both ‘ends, north and fouth, onthe land fide, fo asto 
leave no refource to the wretched inhabitants through- 
out its whole range, but to be flaughtered by the fol- 
diery, or to ‘be driven into the fea, as it is: bounded by 
the channel on the eaftward. Even women and children 


were to be included in this horrid plan of terrific ex- 
“ample. The chief command in execution of this meas 


fare, thé time for its commencement, and the final de- 
termination of its neceiity were entrufted to the difcre- 
tion of general Hunter, nor was the confidence, indeed» 
wilplaced. He was himfelf, with the od or queen’s; 
and the 29th regiments of infantry, together with the 
Mid-Lothian fencible cavalry, flationed in Wexford ; 
brigadier- general Grofe was with the South Cork mili- 
tia at Ennifcorthy ; lord Blaney commanded the camp 
at Ferns, compofed of the light brigades ; brigadier- 
general Skerret with his regiment of foot in Gorey 3 
and general Euftace with his brigade at Aiklow: 
Thefe, together with the general affiftance of all the yeo- 
manry corps throughout the country, were to form the 
cordon round the country of the Macomores, and the 
troops were to move at once on the dreadful expedition. 
Se terrifying were the reports at this crifis, that even 
jome liberal, but timid and credulous minds approved 
of thefe melancholy means of facrificing thoufands, 

(that 
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(that traGt being very populous) as the only effectual 
refource for reftoring tranquillity | 


General Hunter, through the honeft exertions and 
bold ferutiny of major Fitz-Gerald, fortunately dif~ 
covered, in time, the inhuman tendency of the mifre- 
prefentation that had dictated and determined this 
{hocking enterprize. The devoted victims. found ac- 
cefs to the general, and he cheerfully acceded to their 
entreaties, to fend an officer to enquire into their ¢om- 
plaints, imploring proteGtion from the incurfions of 
the black mob, (they thus denominated the fupplemen- | 
taries to the different corps of yeomanry) who wreaked 
their vengeance even upon thofe who had received pro- 
teCtions from general Needham at Gorey; as_ different 
parties of the foldiery and yeomanry waited their re- 
turn in ambufh, and flaughtered every one they could 
overtake !—This naturally prevented great numbers 
from coming in for proteétions. Afterwards thefe fan- 
guinary banditti made incurfions into the country, fired 
into the houfes of the: peafantry, and fo killed and 
wounded many. Several houfes after being plundered, 
were burned, and the booty was brought into Gorey. 
By the frequency of thefe horrible exceffes and depreda- 
tions, fuch houfes as remained unburned were of courfe 
crowded with feveral families ; and this multiplied 
the number of victims at each fucceeding incurfion. 
At laft moft of the inhabitants, of neceflity, took refuge 
onthe hills, and armed themfelves with every offenfive 
weapon they could procure, The elevation of their 
retreats neceflarily made their affemblages con{picuous ; 
and this afforded fome colour to the pretext for defolae 
tion ; as it appeared a. fpecious proof that a general 
rifing was intended ; and this was moft ftrenuoutly 
urged by thofe who feemed bent on the extermination . 

Sh Nn : of 
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of the unfortunate inhabitants of the Macomores terri- 
tory, fo as to work upon the minds of fome well-dif- 
pofed but timid perfons, an approval of the dreadful 
expedient, General Hunter, however, having, along 
with his general orders, a difcretionary power to a& as 
circumftances might require, fent major Fitz-Gerald to 
infpect the different military corps that were to be in 
readinefs for the enterprize; in cafe his miffion, for the 
purpofe of conciliation, proved unfuccefsful ; he being 
vetted with full powers to undertake that tafk of bene- 
volence and mercy. Major Fitz-Gerald accordingly in- 
fpefted the troops at Ennifcorthy and Camolin, and 
from the latter place difpatched furgeon White of the 
Camolin cavalry, (fon of mr. Henry White of Do- 
noughmore, a gentleman much refpected in the coun- 
try of the Macomores) to announce his intended vifit 
to the inhabitants. The major then proceeded on 
his infpeSion to Goreys, and here had great dif- 
ficulty to procure an efcort to accompany him, as the 
ftrongeft fears were expreffed for his. fafety, fhould he 
enter into fuch a defperate quarter, as it was reprefent- 
ed; their dreadful accounts of its ftate being an echo 
of the reprefentations that had been made to govern- 
ment, and tranfmitted to general Hunter, who felt good 
reafon to doubt their authority. However the major 
Was not to be baffled, impofed upon, or, difobeyed, and 
he perceived evident features’ of ofeat difappointment 
exhibited by thofe who would fain diffuade him from 
his purpofe, as they were con{cious that the obje&t of 
his miffion was not according to their wifhes, nay, that 
it muft terminate direGly contrary to them. The ef- 
cort very reluctantly obeyed their orders; and on being 
difmiffed’ galloped full {peed back to Gorey, while 
the major arrived in perfect fafety at Donoughmore, 
in the Macomores, and where he flept that night. On 
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the next morning, mr. White and his fon, who were 
beloved by the people, accompanied the major to the 
place appointed for the meeting of the people; and 
foon after their arrival there, fome yeomen, arrayed 
in military attire, were obferved at fome diftance by 
the crowd. This inftantly excited alarm, and a ru- 
mour was circulated, that their extermination was de- 
termined on, and that they were led to this fpot to be 
{urrounded and cut off while the major was to amufe 
them with terms and harangue !|—It is providential 
that the confternation and dif may, produced by this 
incident, did not operate to the major’s deftruction, as: 
it would have afforded the abettors of extermination 
every argument to fortify their. reprefentations ; and 
it is to.be hoped, that the appearance of this«military 
body was not intended for this purpofe, in revenge for 
his unequivocally declared opinion of the mifconduét 
of fome of the yeomanry.—The major’s death on this 
occafion would have put an end to all accommodation ; 
and, fromthe very violent expreffions ufed by the peo- 
ple, on thinking themfelves betrayed, nothing but his 
coolnefs and prefence of mind could have preferved 
him in fo critical a jun@ure. He calmly waited for 
filence, and then offered himfelf as victim, fhould a 
military force of any confequence be feen to approach 
them, as his infpeCtion the day before was to pre- 
vent all accidents of that nature; and ftated that he 
could by no means account for that which occurred, 
but from the mifconduét of fome of the yeomanry. 
This addrefs inftantly produced a thorough conviétion 
of his indubitable fincerity and benevolent intentions, 
and the people unaaimoufly furrendered to him, and 
continued to flock into Wexford for feveral days after, 
to give up their arms and receive protections. Major 
Fitz-Gerald confidered it neceflary to guard the roads 
with patroles of cavalry; to prevent the people from 

being 
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being infulted or interrupted in their return to their 
avowed allegiance; and general Hunter, being con- 
vinced of the expediency of proteing the harraffed 
peafantry from the violence and machinations of party, 
ordered captain Cornock, who was felected es an ex- 
perienced officer, to prote& the inhabitants of Maco- 
mores, from the armed men clofely adjoining their 
neighbourhocd ; and his coips was accordingly 
marched from Ennifcorthy, by major Fitz-Gerald, 
together with a party of the Ennifcerthy cavalry, 
under lieutenant Sparrow, although there were five 
corps of yeomanry ftationed in and near Gorey. Of 
; thee, that which attracted the greateft notice was under 
the command of mr. Huntez Gowan, which it was 
found impofible to reftrain from pillage and ilaughter. 
Tt was after the rebellion was fuppreffed, that this body 
received appointments as a cavalry corps, and as feveral 
of them were not owners of a horfe, they took a fpeedy 
mode of mounting. them! félyes without any expence, 
: They fcoured the country; asthey termed it, and brought 
in, without any ceremony, the horfes of the wretched 
cottagers. On a day of infpection, by major Fitz- 
Gerald, however, the poor claimants recovered their 
horfes, and the mosley bandiiti, as the major termed 
them, were thus transformed into difmounted cavalry, 
i \ 

The falfe alarmifts were not at all depreffed or inti- 
midated at thefe difcomfitures ; for although general 
‘Hunter reported the country as in a perfect ftate of tran- 
quillity, they again returned to the charge and renewed 
their mifreprefentations. Mr. Hawtrey White, captain 
‘of the Ballaghkeen eayairy, and a juftice of the peace 
for the county, fent feveral informations to government 
of the alarming ftate of the country; and the com~ 
: manding officer at Gorey was fo far perfuaded of the 
intention 
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intention of a general rifings that he quitted the town 
and encamped on the hill above it. Thefe reprefenta- 
fions, made under the femblance of loyalty; and by 2 
perfon bearing the appearance and authority of a gen- 
tleman, had not, however, the wifhed for weight with 
the government. General Hunter was ordered to 
enquire into the information of mr. Hawtrey Whites 
and major Fitz-Gerald was again fent out, and the re- 
fault of his difcriminating enquiry was, that the infor- 
mation was unfounded. Upon this the general ordered 
mr. Hawtrey White to be brought to Wexford, and he 
was accordingly conduéted thither, with the greateft 
tendernefs and humanity, by major Fitz-Gerald ; he was 
then put under arreft at his lodgings, although it was 
firft intended to have fent him to gaol.—Mr. Whité 
ftill perfifted in maintaining that there was an encamp- 
ment ofthe rebels, (though not fo numerous as he 
had previoufly reprefented it to be,) on a rock of great 
extent in the fea, two miles from the land, whitherthe 
rebels retired in the day time, after parading through 
the country at night; and he expreffed a wifh to be 
fent with a party by lands to intercept them in their 
progrefs to the fhore. General Hunter, however, did 
not agree entirely to this propofal, as he was appre- 
henfive that the people of the country might be 
‘alarmed at the appearance of mr. White conduSting 2 
military force ; and that they would be induced to fy 
at his approach, which might give fome countenance te 
the information ; but although he confidered the ifland 
to be but imaginary, yet in order that truth fhould 
prevail over fatthood, he ordered a gua-boat to convey 
mr. White to the ifland he defcribed,; and that a party 
of military fhould be fent by land to cut off the rebels, 
when he fhould drive them from their fea-girt ftation. 
In the mean time the.captain of the gun-boat had or- 

: ders 
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ders to bring back mr. White, to receive thanks for his 
extraordinary information, fhould it prove true, and to 
concert further meafures for defence; but if found 
otherwife, to be dealt with accordingly. The fea and 
land expedition failed, in confequence of the defcribed 
tock being found covered by the iea at the time, and of 
courfe, if any rebels had been there, they muft have 
been all drowned, when this new Detos immerged 
into the deep! Mr. Hawtrey White was conducted 
back to Wexford, and general Hunter determined to 
bring him to a court-martial. Many gentlemen and 
ladies, however; interfered in the moft earneft manner, 
to prevent this inveftigation, reprefenting that mr. 
Woite’s great age might have fubjected him to the im- 
pofition of fabricated information; and the firmnefs of 
the general relaxed at the inftance of fo many refpec- 
table perfons!! It is much to be regretted that this 
enquiry did not take place, as this and many other un- 
common occurrences are varioufly reported and be- 
lieved; in different fhapes and forms, according to the 
bias or inclination, the prejudice or the difpofition of 
the narrators. The general afterward regretted his 
clemency, as he was not fenfible at this period of the 
machinations practifed, and of the extent of party 
prejudices the evil effects of which, every day’s expe- 
rience convinced him too fatally exifted in the county of 
Wexford. Falfe alarms are always produtive of the 
greateft mifchief, and are deemed in all countries 
offences of the-moft dangerous tendency. Ireland has 
fuffered much by the tales of adventurers in thefe in- 
fernal practices; but Iam glad to perceive a growing | 
difpofition to.difcountenance thefe pelts of fociety, who 
muft if continued to be encouraged, keep.all well dif- 
pofed perfons in aconftant ftate of alarm, and fcreen 
the 
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the -malignant intentions of their original projeSors 
from the infamy they fo well deferve. aiG 


A court-martial, of which lord Ancram was prefi- 
dent, was inftituted at Wexford for the trial of perfons. 
accufed of treafon; and contrary to the expelation 
and wifhes of the committee for procuring evidence, 
many were acquitted. Lord Ancram however foon left 
the town, and his departure was much regretted by 
the people ; but his lieutenant-colonel fir James Fowlis, 
of the Mid-Lothian cavalry, fucceeded him as prefi- 
dent of the court-martial. To fay merely that he 
acquitted himfelf with honour and integrity, would not | 
be doing adequate juftice to his merits. Ibelieve nao 
judge ever fat on a bench, that difplayed more judg- 
ment, difcrimivation and mercy in felecting-the inno- 
cent and mifled from the criminal and the guilty ; and 
his condu& infpived fo much confidence throughout 
the country, as to induce fuch as were con{cious of 
integrity to fabmit to trial, which they would not other- 
wife dare to do, from a well-founded opinion of the ran- 
cour of their accufers, who attempted at firft to warps 
and afterward to counteraé&t his upright intentions, 
which thofe who experienced them can alone appre- 
ciate. Was the charaéter of Irifhmen fuch as toa 
many have been led, from mifreprefentation, to be- 
lieve, would fuch a dignified character choofe Ireland 
as his place of refidence? Does it not rather appear 
that the refult of numerous trials, not only convinced 
him for the inftant, but even left a lafting impreflion 
on his mind, that the people of Ireland were goaded 
into rebellion, notwithftanding the unnatural calum- 
nies of thofe whofe prejudice and bigotry urge them to 
sevile their country! ! ! 


Oo General 
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General Hunter’s object of conciliation was fo evi- 
dent, that many infurgent leaders: were induced to fur- 
render themfelves to him, on obtaining proteCtions. 
General Edward Roche furrendered on condition of 
tranfportation, and major Fitz-Gerald accordingly 
brought him into Wexford, where he was lodged in 
the gaol. On the morning of the very day on whick 
he fubmitted, a rumour had prevailed of the landing of 
the French in the weft of Ireland, and although mr. 
Roche accredited this rumour, it did not prevent him ' 
from furrendering. The landing of the French force 
under Humbert, was officially tranfmitted to general 
Hunter, and he was ordered off with the queen’s and 
2th regiments of infantry. This fudden and unex- 
pected news created great alarm, and many ladies and 
gentlemen were anxioufly defirous to quit the country, 
as they had been at the commencement of the infur- 
yeGlion, and were actually making preparations to that 
effect. The county of Wexford affuredly felt an im- 
preffion of the general temper of Ireland at this critical 
petiod. The inhabitants of the territory of the Ma- 
comores,; however, (though led to believe on the firft 
intelligence that their former enemies would refume 
their plan of defolation) were impreffed with the fulleft 
convidlion, that they were refcued from extermination 
by the interference of brigade-major Fitz-Gerald, and. 

the humane exertion of general Hunter’s authority. 
Under this patronage and. proteGtion, therefore, they 
withed to remain (not knowing that the general had | 
been ordered off) the fpontaneous effect of their’ feel- 
ings on the occafion was manifefted in’an offer of their 
fervices to march againftthe French. The ftile and ex- 
preflion of their memorials to major Fitz-Gerald and 
general Hunter, I will not attempt to defcribe in any 
language but their own: they are therefore inferted in 
the 
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the Appendix ; and although altered perhaps and cor- 
rupted in ftile and orthography, as they have come 
tome, yet their force and fincerity are manifeft.* 


‘On the departure of general Hunter, the inhabitants 
of this country, as they received no anfwer totheir me- — 
morials,; were fo alarmed, that they fent repeated re- 
monftrances to brigade major -Fitz-Gerald, reyuefting 
his interference for protection. The major, therefore, 
now thought it neceffary to confult fir James Fowlis, 
on the expediency.of going into the Macomores, and 
fir James efteemed it of fuch material confequences 
that the propofal met his moft hearty approbation. 
The major, however, was detained, by his official fitu- 
ation, for fome days in Wexford, and during this time 
he received repeated meflages, informing him that 
Holt and Hackett had come from the county of Wick- 
low, and were tampering with the people, and ufing 
every means in their power, to induce them to pro~ 
ceed with them to attack Dublin, which they repre- 
fented at the time as deftitute of regular troops, as lord 
Cornwallis had led them all off to meet the French. 
From the general uncertainty of the public mind at 
this momentous period, with refpe& to the adual 
ftrength of the invafion; and from the fubfequent ac- 
counts of the fuccefs of the French on the firft onfet, 
it may be very well fuppofed, that the minds of a peo- 
ple fo lately refcued from concerted extermination muft 
be ftrongly affe@ted, and ready to be influenced by the 
folicitations and remonftrances of the adventures who 
came among them. It therefore required the utmoft 
addrefs and energy to fix their wavering opinions, and 
brigade-major Fitz-Gerald accordingly fet out from 
Wexford for this purpofe, and on the way he met dif- 
ferent groupes aflembled in anxious uncertainty what 

Oo2 ; to 
* See Appendix, No, 10. 
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to détermine. Thefe, however; on being affured by 
the major, that neither he nor fir James Fowlis were to 
- quit Wexford) under'whom the people were fure of 

rotection, all their fears and apprehenfions were 
Pp Ppp 
calmed. The major reprefented that, if they left the 
countrys widest wives and families who fo lately efcaped 
extermination, would be left deftitute and defencelefs 
at the mercy of their enemies, who would not fail to 
take advantage of their abfence as a pretext for their 
deftru@iony and this argument prevailed. Tho’ many 
and various were the opinions major Fitz-Gerald shad to 
encounter, yet he purfued his intended courfe and arnv- 
edthat night at Donoughmore, and here he was further 
convinced of the reprefentation of the people. » He 
heard the fignals of movement. made “by Holt and 
Hackett; but the people remained quietly ‘at> dome, 
and fuffered thefe adventurers to depart, accompanied 
only by thofe whom they originally brought along 
with them ; and the intended attack upon Dublin was 

iven up in confequence of the Wexford-men not jomn- 
$ P : j 
ing, for much reliance was had on their exertions from 
the courage and intrepidity, which they difplayed in 
the courfe of the infurreCtion.* Thefe 

Dublin, December 14, 1802 

ee Srp 

“Jy return, with my thanks for your polite ‘attention, your manufcripts 
you ‘were fo kind ‘as to leave'for ‘my perufal. Am ‘exceedingly glad to 
‘* find through the whole of ,your compilation, fo ftri€ an obfervance of 
%¢ fags, which chiefly come under my cognizance as brigade-major. It is 
& with pleafure Tobferve alfo, your adherence to truth and impartiality, 
€¢ ‘free ftom the rancorous fpirit of party-fabrication, which is the true:cri- 
*S terion that exalts the hifterian above the clafs of party-fcribblers, who 
“ diffipate as rapidly as unerring truth unveils itfelf, ftrongly exemplified 
“¢ in the paft and prefent times. I give you ‘much credit in not retorting 
“as you might for your unmerited fufferings, by expofing the crimes of 
“ fome refpe&table perfons—for indeed, if they are not very forgetful and 
*¢ very infenfible, the compunctions of their confciences mutt be fafficiently 
“ tormenting. There is little donbt of your labours meeting their due Te- 
“ ward from an unprejudiced public, which is the with of f 


& Your obedient humble fervant, 
“ B. E, FITZ-GERALD.” 


a 


a 


“ ‘To EDWARD HAY, ss, 
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_ Thefe incontrovertible fa&ts give the lie fo palpably 
to the calumniators of Ireland, that I cannot help ad- 
ducing the teftimony of an Englith lawyer of eminence 
nearly two centuries ago, but. very applicable to our 
‘own time, of the chara@ter which the Irifh have ever 
Maintained. In 1620, fir John Davies, then attorney~ 
general in Ireland, publifhed a work on « The ftate 
of Ireland,” in which he ftrongly afferts, as follows: 
‘© They will gladly continue in the condition of fubje&ts 
“* without defeGion or adhering to any other lord or 
“* king as long as they may be protected and juftly go- 
€¢ verned, without oppreffion on the one fide, or impu- 
«* nity on the other; for there is no nation under the 
«© fun that doth love equal and indifferent juftice bet~ 
¢* ter than the Ivifh, or will reft better fatisfied with 
‘€ execution thereof, although it be againft themfelvess 
*¢ fo as they may have the benefit. and protection of 
“¢ the law, when upon juft caufe they do defire it.” 
And again he fays, what is very applicable to the un- 
foitunate fituation of the people, «* The Irifh were 

_ ' out of the proteftion of the law, fo that any Eng- 
~ lifhman might opprefs, murder or fpoil them with 
‘€¢ impunity.” 


n 


I cannot omit here mentioning the cafe of mr. Wal- 
ter Devereux, who having obtained proteCions from 
feveral general officers, had gone to Cork to embark 

. for Portugal ; he was there taken up; tried, condemn- 
ed and executed. Mr. Gibfon, a yeoman and wealthy 
proteftant fhopkeeper, and mr. William’ Kearney, an 
‘extenfive brewer, were fummoned and attended at his 
trial, and proved that he was in Wexford, and even 
in gaol, at the very time fome foldiers of the Wexford. 
Militia were fhot thirty miles from that town; and 
the principal charge againft him was that he gave or- 
ders and was prefent at their execution, which fome men 


of 
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of that regiment were hardened enough to fwear! ! ! 
I myfelf faw him in Wexford on the alleged day. He 
was alfo accufed of aiding and abetting the abomina- 
tion at Scullabogue, and this charge was fimilarly fup- 
ported by the teftimony of fome foldiers’ wives! and 
yet itis an undoubted fact, that he was all that day 
engaged at the battle of Rofs, where he difplayed the 
~ moft heroical bravery and courage, qualities inconfift- 
ent with the odious crime it was falfely fworn he had 
perpetrated!!! But what puts the falfehood of the 
faSts alleged againft him beyond all queftion is, that 
after his execution another mr. Devereux was taken 
up on the difcriminating fagacity of the fame witneffes, 
who profecuted the former to death; but who now, (as 
they faid) difcovered the right Devereux. The trial of 
the latter has been publifhed, and I would recommend 
its perufal to fuch as wifh for further proof of the 
miferable and lamentable condition of exifting in the. 
county of Wexford during the infurrefion “—The 
following cafe is alfo diftinguifhed for its peculiar 
-hardfhip : After the infurreGion, the reverend 
James Dixon was anxious to {pend fame time with his 
ftep-brother, mr. Denis Butler, a merchant in Briftol, 
where he might enjoy thatpeace and tranquillity which 
| the diftraGted ftate of his native country wholly pre- 
cluded. His intentions were well known to the late 
colonel Lehunte, who lived in the vicinity of Caftle- 
bridge, where mr. Dixon refided, and had therefore 
the beft poffible opportunity of being acquainted with 
his unimpeachable conduct and demeanor, invited, him 
to accompany his lady and family to England, where 
on his landing he was recognized by fome of the in- 
cenfed Wexford refugees, who immediately denounced 
him as a catholic prieft. By this outcry, (and the preju- 
dice againft his order) thofe on the beach were roufed 
2 nS ta 
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to infli& fevere treatment on him; it is probable that 
thefe active prejudices might have proved fatal, had not 
the providential interpofition of the rev. «mr. Draffen 
(the proteftant clergyman of the parifh where the rev. 
mr. Dixon officiated as a catholic prieft) in terpofed in. 
his favour, proteted and covered him from the full ex- 
ercife of their rage. This philanthropift divine was 
as diftinguifhed for his loyalty as his attachment to the 
conftitution of his country, and for his exemplary piety 
and abhorrence of rebellion, This a@ of manlinefs 
_ and goodnefs onthe part of the rev. mr. Draffen, cannot 
betoo much extolled, and whilft it manifefts the pureft 
fentiments of chriftianity, it cannot fail to imprefs the 
ftrongeft conviction of the rev. mr. Dixon’s innocencey 
which, along with other reprefentations of the princi- 
pal gentlemen of the county, laid before the lord liey- 
tenant, did not prevent his tranfportation to Botany- 
bay. This innocent clergyman was brought back from 
Milford a prifoner, and lodged in the gaol of Water- 
ford, where he was tried and condemned on evidence 
that is in every degree queftionable, and notwithftand- 
ing the ftrongeft proofs of his undoubted innocence,. 
yet prejudice has been too triumphant on this occafion, 
in preventing a reverfion of his fentence. 


The county of Dublin militia, who had diftinguithed 
themfelves fo much at the battle of Rofs, under the 
command of major Vefey; whofe gallantry on that day 
afterward procured him the command of the regiment, 
were fent to Wexford ; but a wound which the colonel 
received at the battle of Ennifcorthy, prevented his 
coming with them, and the command as well as that of 
‘the town neceffarily devolved upon lieutenant-colonel 
Finlay. On the night of the 8th of September, 1798, 
the turnkey of the gaol went round along with the 


guard 
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guard, (compofed of Ogle’s blues, formerly the Shil- 
malier infantry) with general notice to all the prifon- 
ers, that if any riot fhould happen that night in any part 
of the county of Wexford, the prifoners were all to be 
ot /—When thefe orders were fo officially notified to 
‘me, 1 defired the turnkey begone about his bufinefs, for 
that xo officer would give fuch orders; nor could I be 
perfuaded that the orders were given; until the ferjeant 
of the guard offered to fave me from the maflacre, as 
he faid he had heard of my good actions during the 
rebellion. I could not but exprefs my gratitude for an 
offer of fuch effential fervice ; but I natura!ly felt great 
anxiety at the gloomy profpect.before me, of which 
no doubt could now be entertained. The gaolers- 
whofe humanity had been fo fuccefsful in faving mr. 
Bagnal Harvey, as I have related on a former occafion, 
was then in Dublin, being fummoned before parlia- 
ment to prove that fast. Iwas therefore neceflitated 
to write to brigade-major Fitz-Gerald an account of 
the tranfaGion, and he without lofs of time waited on 
fir James Fowlis, and both inftantly came down to the 
gaol, where upon enquiry they found my reprefenta- 
tion to betoo true; butthey took meafures to counter- 
‘a& the executién of this denunciation, fhould it be 
attempted. The commanding officer of the town was 
fuppofed at the time to be too faft afleep (occafioned by 
a too free indulgence of the bottle) to attend to any 
remonftrance on the occafion. : 


The departure of general Hunter from Wexford, was 
an irreparable lofs to the county; but his prefence 
proved a great blefling in Kilkenny, where he difplayed 
his ufual difcrimination, judgment, and humanity in 

* developing and unravelling the proofs of the melan- 
choly fituation of the perfecated inhabitants, who were 
confequently 
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confequently imprefed with that confidence, with 
which his noble and manly condué never failed to in- 
fpire the opprefled. Although his abfence was feverely _ 
felt in the county of Wexford, yet his reprefentation of 
its ftate to the government had fuch a falutary effect as 
to prevent alarm from afluming fo ferious or formidable , 
an afpect as before. Petty depredators, however, fill 
continued their ufual practices, and this they were ena- 
bled to do withthe greater impunity, as, under general 
orders and martial law, the inhabitants were liable to 
be fhot and their houfes burned, if dilcovered out at 
night. The regular military, with the yeomen and 
their fupplementaries were the only perfons privileged 
to be out between fun-fet and fun-riie ; and, as the lat- 
ter defcription of perfons now received miliary pays 
they were rendered independent of induftry and la- 
bour, (which ever and° anon depraves the minds of 
working people) and having the enforcement of the 
general orders entrufted to them, depredations and ex- 
ceffes were committed by perfons unknown, until the 
frequency of robbery and murder urged the neceffity of 
furnifhing the couatry farmers, at the difcretion of the 
commanding officers, with arms for the defence of their 
families and properties, Some yeomen and fupplemen- 
taties were confequently fhot in attempting honfes, and 
this plainly difcovered who were the marauders. In- 
deed, it muft be obferved, that fome out-ftanding infur- 
wents were fometime after taken into company by the 
primary robbers, and that the religious and political 
differences of both parties were united in the confide- 
ration of mutual affiftamee in robbery and rapine. This 
multiplied the evil tenfold, and motley gangs of this 4° 
defcription infefted feveral parts of the country the 
winter after the infurre&tion. This evil was remedied; 
in fome degree, by fending out parties of foldiers from. 
Ya & the 


’ 


= 


2go INSURRECTION OF FHE 


the towns into different parts of the country to be there 
ftationed ; and it was confidered an indulgence by moft 
of the people, that a foldier was permitted to quarter 
“upon them, and his proteftion was purchafed by every 
kind of care and fedulous attention. It merits fingu- 
Yar obfervation, that men were called upon to deliver - 
up the identical fam they had collected or received by 
the fale of faubftance at fair, market, or by private hand, 
on the day previous to the night of attack ; and altho” 
numbers could give information againft the perpetra- 
‘tors of thefe enormities, yet they preferred filence 
of their wrongs to the rifque of béing murdered or 
burned in their houfes, which others had experienced, 
and with which all were threatened if they would dare 


“ 


to inform. 


The orange fyftem now became very prevalent 
throughout the county of Wexford, and was ftrength- 
ened by the acceffion of almoft every proteftant in it: 
this general promotion was forwarded by a received 
prejudice, that no man could be Joyai, who was not an 
erangeman. Doétor Jacob, who was captain of a yeo- 
manry corps in Wexford, however, did not deem it at 
fir an effential of loyalty to become an orangeman ; 
but he was afterward induced to alter his opinion, by 
arefolution entered into by a majority of his corps, 
that they would refign if he would not join the affocias 
tion. Not willing, therefore, to poffels the there empty 
title of captain, he condefcended to gratify their withes. 


It has not yet come to pafs, that any political affocia- 
tion has invariably adhered to the principles that dic- 
tated their original formation ; as fome individuals ge- 
nerally dilate to the body at large, and raife them- 
felves to confequence by the fupport of their adherents, 

who 
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who cannot recede without ‘deviating from an avowed 
principle of honour, “which binds them together ; and 
the fociety thus (Moves its leaders into confequence, and 
thefe frequently when they find another opportunity 
of benefiting themfelves, fecede and make way for 
new adventurers to fucceed them, and the fame routine 
takes place, fo that the individuals of a political fo- 
ciety are fo far not their own mafters, but are led on by 
party on varions occafions, to give public fanétion to 
what they inwardly difapprove. I however know va- 
Juable and eftimable characters, poffefling the utmoft 
integrity, members of political focieties, and whofe mo- 
tives and condué&t are unexceptionable ; and although 
I approved of their principles and aétions, yet I have 
ever and always avoided entering into any politi- 
cal fociety, from a confideration,,that 1 might there-. 
by be obliged to furrender my opinion contrary to my 
Snclination, and would not therefore feel myfelf tho- 
roughly independent. From a review of the many and 
warious political focieties and parties inthis unaccount- 
able age, I have obferved, that in the moft perilous 
times, well difpofed. perfons, unconneéted with party, 
have efcapec, where others, venturing into focieties, 
have been cut off) for no other reafon but their affo- 
ciation has been inimical to fome other, that, in the 
turn of affairs, gained an afcendency ; and thus has 
one political fociety rifen on the deftruction of. ano- 
ther; while atrue lover of his country, individually 
engaged in the purfuit of whatever is for its advantage, 
has outlived the ftorm. Moft political focieties avow 
their fentiments publicly, with a view of obtaining 
general approbation ; my information does not, how- 
ever, enable me to give a {ketch of the two rival fo- 
cieties of waited Irifhmen and orangemens whofe rwalry 
has indeed been productive of fuch ferious ‘confe- 
quences in Ireland. I muft therefore refer my readers 

Pp2 to 
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fo! -mentoire and examination of meffrs. O’Connors 
Emmett, and M«Neven, publifhed. in London and _ 
Dublin, fince the rebellion, as the moft authentic ac- 
count extant of the rife; progrefs and ultimate views of 
the fortner fotiety ; but I muft alfo obferve, that the 
atmoft extent of the information during the infarrestion 
in the county of Wexford was the oath of admifiion 
anu tecrecy: and with refpe& to the latter fociety, I can 
make no authentic referénce whatever. * 


Orange affociatioiis Suet caeee at length fo general and 
indiferiminate, that their members could by no means 
be confidered capable of conftituting a fele& affem- 
blage, as multitudes. of them were of the loweft and 
moft uninformed vulgar, and of courfe fabje@ to the 
weakeft paffions, prejudices, and frailties of human na~ 
ture. Many of them certainly did no honour to the 
affociation; but it muft be alo faid of united Irifhmen; 
that individuals of them, contrary to the avowed prin- 
ciples of union atid brotherhood, which they weré 
fworn to preferve, difgraced themfelves by aéts quite 
oppofite to the fpirit of their inftitution. Freemafonrys 
though very generally embraced throughout Ireland, 
has yet efcaped fimilar imputation, which I believe 
owing to its being rather a focial and cea than poli 
tical fraternity. ae 


a 


I have converfed with many gentlemen who avowed 
themfelves orangemen, and whofe condu& and prin- 
ciples, I have every reafon to fuppofe honourable ; ‘yet, 
Thave heard them declare, that they would by no 
‘means graduate in the fociety, but: remain in the ftate 
of fimple orangemen, not meaning in any degree to 
compare thefé honourable men to the orange informers 
in Wexford, on the 20th of June, 1798, who faid they. 
had not taken ‘the purple degree of the order. How 


the 
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the conduc of perfons affuming the name of orange- 
wen, in the county of Wexford, may be viewed by the 
aifociation at large, I know not ; but tiuth impofes on 
me the tafk of relating the melancholy confequences of 
the condu& of fome. who avowed themfelves orangemen. 
After the infurreGion in the county of Wexford was 
fupprefled, orangemen wore ribbands and medals with- 
out any difguife, and on the death of an orangemans 
the general decorations of black were laid afide, and 
orange fubftituted at their wakes and funerals, After 
.. the interment houfes have been burned, alleged to be in 
retaliation forthe previous conduét of croppies, whofe 
houfes were adjacent to the church-yard. Not un- 
frequently on the night of a well-attended funeral, or, 
after a rejoicing day, a catholic chapel was confumed, 
and the frequency of thefe conflagrations manifefts the 
__moft rancorous fpirit of intolerance and inveterate 
A party: -prejudice! |! What makes thefe tranfaftions 
tore lamentable, is, that not.a fingle perfon has as yet 
been punifhed or even arrefted for the perpetration 
of thefe crimes, Is it poflible this could be the cafe- 
but through the fupinenefs of the magiftracy >—How 
could the repetition and impunity of fuch a&s be other- 
wife accounted for, but from their not doing their 
duty ? and does not fuch negléeé neceffarily imply con- ; 
nivance?—From my knowledge of the country, I 
would venture to ftake my exiftence, that I would dif- 
cover the perpetrators, had I the affiftance of an Eng-_ 
lifh or Scotch regiment to protect thofe who could | 
give information from the mercilefs fury of thefe incen- 
diaries ; and it is much to the difgrace of the country, 
that this is not accomplifhed. A reward of rool. was 
offered for the difcovery of thofe that had burned ca- 
tholic chapels by the grand jury of the county of Wex- 
ford, at the fummer affizes, in 1799, publifhed in fome 
Dublin papers, which however produced no information. 
Chapeis 
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Chapels burned in the county of Wexford and diocefs 
of Ferns, with the dates of their refpe&tive confla- 






































gration. 
Boolevogue » 27th May,1798 ;Ballegarret - r5th Jan. 1799 
Magilafs - goth —— | Ballinamonabeg 18th _—_ 
Ramfgrange . zgth June —— |Afkamore - 24th Feb, —— 
Drumgold ait o—— ——— |Murntown 24th Apr, ——~ 
Ballemursin - do, —— |Monamoling 3d May —— 
Gorey - 24th Aug. ——|Kilrufh ’  - rsth © — 
Annacurragh 2d Sept. —— |Marfhalfiown $8org June 
Crane - 37th -—— ——— | Munfin pe hha ba semen iermneers 
Rock - wth =O&, ——|Crofsabeg -~ 24th ——~— —~ 
Balleduff  —~ igth Killeneerin 29th ———— 
Riverchapel - do. do. do, |Monageer + sft | July, —— 
Monafeed - — 25th Kiltayley - rt O&, —— 
Clologue - 26th -—— ——|Glanbryan - 13th March-—~ 
Killeveny sith) Nov. —— | Kaim > 3d Sept. 1800 - 
' Ferns - 38th —— | Ballimackefey 
Oulard. - 28ta —— —— |Courtenacuddy 13th Augs1301 
Cafiletown . - — 


The proteftant church of Old Rofs was burned on the 
fecond of June, 1798. 

Thefe and many other fhocking deeds could not 
have been conftantly reiterated throughout the countrys 
werethe magiftrates willing to do their duty ; and it is | 
aftonifhing that the country gentlemen could fo far for- 
get their own real interefts, which are fuperfeded by 
the narrow and prejudiced notions with which they are 
blindfolded. It will fcarcely be believed that fuch ne- 
gle& was poflible; and the gentlemen themfelves will 
lament it hereafter, when they come to their fober re- 
collections, and feel the melancholy effects of religious 
prejudice, in the inevitable confequences of leaving 
_ fuch adts unpunifhed ; which although they did not ac- 
tually commit themfelves, yet they have encouraged 
them by their inactivity and negligence. ; 


Tt is to be obferved, that the infurreétion was com- 
pletely fuppreffed in the county of Wexford, in June 
1798, previous to, and during which period, five 

catholic 
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catholic chapels appear to have been burnt, and the re- 
maining conflagrations took place when the country 
was not difturbed by any other tranfaGions but thefe 
enormities, perpetrated when the utmoft. tranquillity 
otherwife prevailed. Various depredations and ex- 
cefles were alfo committed through’ the country. 
Murders were prevalent, hhoufes ‘were burnt, and 
notices were pofted on the doors of many catholics, 
defiring them to quit their habitations, of a fimilar 
tendency with thofe in the county of Armagh in the 
year 1795. The notices in the counties of Wexford 
and Wicklow, prevalent in 1798, 1799, and 1800, 
were conceived pretty nearly in the following terms; 
« A B we give you notice in fix days to quit— 
“ or if you don’t, by G— we will vifit your houfe with 
«¢ fire, and yourfelf with lead.—We are the grinders, 
«© Moll Doyle’s true grand-fons.” 








Thefe and fuch like notices were pofted on the doors 
of catholics in the night, and many quitted. their 
houfes and habitations in confequence of fome of thefe 
threats being put into actual execution. I fhal! cite an 
example of thefe dreadful pralices, exemplified in the’ ° 
cafe of mr. Swiny, a proteftant gentleman, who refided 
for feveral years in Yorkfhire, and had an eftate called 
‘Court, between Oulard and Ballecanow, which was 
tenanted by many catholics, whofe leafes expired in 
14999.; but who, by the prevailing fyftemy were ren- 
dered incapable to retake their farms, as their houfes 
were all burnt, and all the property they poffeffed 
deftroyed ; but what manifefted this bufinefs quite 
fyftematic was, that notices were pofted up, afterward, 
through the country, purporting that no papi/t fhould 
prefume' to take the lands ; and that, if even a fon of 
Moll Doyle fhould offer more than half-a-guinea an 
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acre, (worth fifty fhillings,) he /hould forfeit all privi+ 
leges of the fraternity, and undergo the fame punifhment 
for his tranfgreffion as if he was a papift. The lands 
of Court thus profcribed, remained wafte for nearly 
two years! Is it not melancholy to refleéct that this 
and many fuch manifeft outrages, but more prevalent 
in the Macomores than any other part of the county, 
did not roufe the feelings of landlords, at a time that 
their own interefts were fo clofely connected with the 
fupprefion of fuch deeds?—And yet the tribe of 
middle-men feems to have fo much influence; as to be 
able ftill to keep up the like occurrences, in the hope 
that they might benefit by the deftruétion or banith- 
| ment of the great majority of the peovle. Miferable 
# policy, that low minds alone, debafed by prejudices 
can harbour !—Thefe cannot be fenfible that the popu- 
lation of a country conftitutes its principal advantages 
and is what enables them to raife themfelves ona. 
foundation of which they meditate the deftruction, 
and thus endanger the fuperftru@ture which they with 
to. enjoy ; not perceiving that it muft totter, when fo 
undermined, and involve themfelyes in the general 
ruin ! ; 


Courts-martial continued to fit in Wexford for nearly 
three-years after the infurrection, although the regular 
affizés and general gaol delivery were refumed in the 
fpring of 1799. Prifoners confined in the gaol of 
Wexford were parcelled out into different lots, to be 
tried by the civil and military tribunals, according to 
the diferimination of the gentlemen of the country ! 


others have been arraigned at an aflizes, and on fhew- -_ 


ing legal caufe, had their trials put off to the next, 
when the judge has called for prifoners not produced, 
although returned on the crown-book, thenig has been 

difcovered 
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difcovered that they had been handed over to a miliz 
tary tribunal, and according to their fentences had 
been tranfported or hanged. With the utmoft refpect 
and veneration, I look up to that great bulwark of 
the conftitution, TRIAL BY yuRyY; and thall always 
efteem juries lefs liable to bias, than any other mode of 
trial. However it fo came to pafsin the county of 
Wexford, from various occurrences that took place; 
that many prifoners preferred to be tried by a Malay oe 
rather than a c7vi] tribunal, which the condu@’of fir’ 
James Fowlis contributed to inculcate. It would how- 
. ever, be great injuftice not to mention that the judges 
of the realm who prefided in’ the criminal court in 
Wexford, diftinguifhed themfelves by their benevolent 

hemanity, and the moft liberal conftru@ion of the’ 
amnefty bill; and’ whenever réligious prejudice or 
party fpirit broke out, they were not backward in ex- 
prefling their diffatisfa@ion ; they fupported their juft 
judgment with manly dignity, and by their recommen- 
dations refcued fome from execution, on whom the laws 
of the land obliged them to pronounce fentence, and 
thus'were actuated by the godlike virtues of juftice 
and meicy. I moft fincerely hope no other opportu- 
nity may ever occur of making any comparifon be- 
tween courts-martial and trial by jury. God grant 
that juries will ever hold in their minds the true fpirit 
of impartiality, and then we fhall ever confider them 
as the true bafis of a free conftitution. 

Another kind of depredators made their appearance 
in the county of Wexford in the courfe of the winter of 
1798 and 1799: they affembled in thé wood of Kilaugh- 
rim, between Ennifcorthy and Scollagh-gap, and were 
denominated among other appellations « the bates of the 


«« wood.” Independent of fome outflanding infurgents, 


Qq deferters 
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deferters from different regiments affociated in this 
band; and they levied {mall contributions throughout 
thecountry. Thofe immediately in their vicinity were 
to fupply their quota in provifions ; while thofe at a 
diftance were called upon for money, which was fup- 
plied in general without oppofition, to avoid greater 
violation; asthey, for the moft part, behaved civilly if 
freely given, and did not at all purfue the mereilefs 
conduét of the depredators already noticed. 


‘Different military detachments were fent out from 
Rofs and Ennifcorthy, and thefe endeavoured to fur- 
sound the extenfive woods of Kilaughrim, fuppofed to 
contain them, but their efforts proved fruitlefs, as they 
never could come up with the babes in the wood ; who 
generally had a rendezvous in the night, and difperfed 
towards morning, into fuch a variety of lurking 
places, that but few of them were apprehended, and 
though feveral plans for their annihilation were con- 
trived, they all proved ineffeQual. The activity of 
brigade-major Fitz-Gerald was again called forward, 
and he brought them to a confent of furrender; but, how- 
ever, fince the recall of general Hunter, who would. 
have immediately put a final ftop to their proceedings. 
(His abfence on this occafion was productive of fertous 
evil ;) for inftead of the babes of the wood furrendering , 
on condition of being fuffered to enlift in the army 
they continued their predatory fyftem, during which. 
they were occafionally vifited by Holt and Hackett; 
and fome of their affociates; but moft of them at laft 
Jurrendered to captain Robinfon of the South Cork 
militia. Some of thefe were fent to Pruffia, others. 
enlifted into different regiments, and fome weie executed 
at Newtown-Barry.. A few who did not furrender, not 
thinking it prudent to continue in their old haunts,~ 

abandoned 
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abandoned the county of Wexford, and joined the 
marauders in the county of ‘Wicklow. 


Eftimates of the a&tual damages in confequence of 
the conflagration of the catholic chapels were made 
out by order of the government of Ireland, and the , 
fums fo awarded paid out of the treafury for rebuilding , 
them. Many perfons who at ftated times had received 
certain proportions of their loffes during the rebellion, 
have bitterly complained, and exprefled their apprehen- 
fions that the rebuilding of the catholic chapels was 
to be defrayed out of the fund for the relief of fuffer- 
ing loyalifts) This fcheme of fupply muft be confi- 
dered very political, had it the effect of preventing the 
reiteration of thefe enormities, which many confider it 
‘had. Government has thus interpofed in favour of 
public catholic property. I therefore cannot conceive 
it is intended to exclude catholics individually. Yet it is 
‘almoft exclufively the cafe in the county of Wexford. 
occafioned by the exifting deep rooted religious preju- 
‘dice! Was the condu& of thefe public accufers to un- 
dergo the fame fcrutiny they have fubjected others to, 
they would not appear in fo favourable a light to the 
world as they wifh to maintain. Poor claimants have 
been conftrained to profecute againft their inclina- 
tions, to prove their doyalty fufficiently not to exclude 
them from payment !—I therefore imagine that all 
catholics againft whom there does not exift any charge 
but general prejudice, ought not to be debarred of 
this privilege, as well as all thofe who on trial have 
been honourably acquitted, as many have withheld 
their juft claims from the apprehenfion of general pre- 
“judice entertained againft catholics. The cafe of Mr. 
Edmund Stafford is peculiarly appofite. This gentle- 
man claimed as a fuffering toyalift, and I am confident 
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no perfon in the county was more deferving of that 
title, yet for daring to do fo, he was accufed and 
arraigned for murder, on the difcriminating fagacity 
of evidence that had been the caufe of the execution 
.of many, but whofe yillany was not publicly knowns 
until the trial of Mr. Stafford could not be put off; 
and he was difcharged without trial, after a confine- 
ment of feveral months, for. prefuming to enroll his 
name among the fuffering loyalifis. 


Although the condu& of the militia regiments, it 
might be naturally hoped, was fuch as to defy the 
pofibility of any reflexion on their behaviour; yet 
prejudice operated fo ftrongly in fome of them, that 
the officers behaved. in fo partial a manner, as to in- 
duce catholics particularly, to offer themfelves as vo- 
ylunteers to ferve in different regiments of the: line. 
_ Thefe afterward formed a confiderable part of the 
army fent to Egypt. Many, who were doomed to tranf- 
‘portation, were alfo on that expedition. Then it was 
confidered a fortunate circumftance that thefe were fent 
out of Ireland ; not from any idea however, that they 
would have been the means of redounding to the fame 
ef the Britifh army, and immortalizing their-glory, by 
_ the courage and intrepidity they difplayed; that muft 
for eyer filence their indifcriminate calumniators. I 
with thofe who haye been in the habit of dealing -out 
illiberal opinions tefpecting Irith catholics, may keep 
the condu& of thefe in recolleGion, as it may induce 
them to join in praife of men whom they ought to en- 
deavour to imitate. They. might thus too become fen- 
fible cf the ineftimable value; to any country, of fuch 
men, as with proper encouragement, would be inyin- 
cible, and fo proye the moft impenetrable bulwark and 
confequent fupport to the conftitution ; far fuperior 
: to 
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to any thing which the fyftem of coercion can poflibly 
effect, and this irrefragable truth, I hope, may have 
its due weight. 


At the fummer affizes of Wexford in 1801, James 
Redmond was tried and condemned for the murder of 
the reverend Robert Burrowes, a proteftant clergyman, 
at Oulard, on Whitfunday the 27th of May, 1798, 
and purfuant to his fentence was executed on the 30th of 
July, and his body delivered to the furgeons, who after | 
diffecting it permitted it to be taken away, and it was 
buried. The corpfe was dug up out of its grave, and 
placed in the fhed ere&ed for the prieft to officiate, on 
the fite of the catholic chapel of Monamoling, which 
had been burned. This exhibition was not dif- 
covered till the congregation had affembled to hear 
mafs on the Sunday following, the 3d of Auguft 1801. 
Although this man was guilty of murder, yet there is 
fomething fo yaftly fhocking in difturbing the dead in 
their graves, and repugnantto human nature, that the 
vileft of pikemen never were guilty of fuch a tranf- 
action in all their uncontroulable fway. Independent 
of the favage difpofition of this occurrence, the difre- 
gard for religion is fo manifeft, that it is the more la- 
‘mentable, as it keeps alive thofe prejudices which it is 
fo much the intereft of all parties to fupprefs. 


The ratification of the treaty of peace with the 
French republic, has brought back many who were 
diftinguifhed in fighting for their country in the navy 
and army; and thefe, upon their return home, found 
many of their relatives deftroyed ; and on being inform- 
ed who the depredators were, they were induced to ac- 
coft them at different fairs and patrons through the coun- 
try. intimating that they had proved themfelves Joyal 

men 
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‘men by fighting the enemies of their country, and not 
by murdering their neighbours or friends or burning 
their houfes. Thefe altercations conftantly produced 
fights, and the refult, though it has difturbed the pub- 
lic peace, yet has corrected, in fome degree, the over- 
bearing contempt in which fome high-fpoken gentry 
held the genérality of the people, whom they now con- 
defcend to refpect through thefe their relatives; nay, 
they treat with more referve fome of the very infur- 
‘gents, who haye returned from tranfportation, after 
daving obliterated all ftain of previous political delin- 
“ quency by their fubfequent exploits in the fervice of 
their country ; andthus do the brave ever awe cow- 
ards into fhame and fubmiffion !—The rooted averfion, 
however, which has been, by various means, encou- 
raged and iaculcated againft the great body of the peo- 
ple, has led many to adopt the moft illiberal expreffi- 
ons; and I am forry to learn, that both in high and 
_ low life, it is a prevalent notion to deplore the exiftence | 
of the amnefty bill, as it precludesthe accomplifhment 
cf the views of exterminating thofe who are protected 
-by it from indifcriminating vengeance. Thofe who 
make ufe-of fuch language feem to have no notion of 
the crimes which call to heaven for vengeance! I would 
recommend to thofe who exprefs fuch an illiberal and 
fhocking fentiment to reflect ferioufly, whether they are - 
not protected -by the indemnity bills, as they might 
otherwife be exhibited on the gibbet. \ Let thefe unre- 
fleing affertors of prejudice look to the fate of go- 
vernor Wall of Goree. The recurrence of their own 
deeds to their minds, by fuch a contemplation, may, 
_perhaps, produce hearty contrition for their paft mif- 
conduct, and may induce them to make what repara- 
tion remains in their power for the many injuries, in 
various fhapes, which they have committed !—Though 
jutticg 
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juftice did not overtake the governor of Goree for 
twenty years ; yet then the recital of his horrid crime, 
of ordering a foldier, whom he confidered refratory, 
to be lafhed which produced death, roufed the Englith 
nation, and exeniplary puniflment. was the confe- 
quence !—If this folitary cafe. which regarded a dif- 
tant colony, excited fo much indignation in the breafts 
of Englifhmen, can the fame people overlook fimilar 


and greater deeds of atrocity committed a- thoufand, 


times over againft the Irvifh, now incorporated with 
themfelves >—Can the feelings of any wife, juft and 
good man be with-held from moft earneft endeavours 
to contribute all in lis power to the coalefcence and 
harmony of all parts, as well as of all ranks of the 


united kingdom ? and if that defirable object be at-. 


tainable, andI do believe that by proper manage- 
ment it can be effected, who is the monfter that will 


oppofe its accomplifhment ? But it muft not, it cannot 


be oppofed. A merciful and benevolent fovereign, 


whofe throne is‘now fuppported by confolidated domi-, 


nion, and the united attachment of all his people, will 
not fuffer fo valuable a portion of them, as the great 
majority of the Irifh, to be debafed and degraded by 


thraldom the moft intolerable, while they are deemed. 


to man his fleets and armies in a proportion greater 
than the one-half, and difplay the moft unrivalled bra- 
very, in his fervice, bearing terror and difmay to his 


enemies. He will certainly recommend them for re-. 


lief from oppreflion to his imperial! parliament, who 
will not forfeit the charaéter of wifdom and juftice, or 
the name of the moft dignified legiflature on earth, by 
being {wayed by the tales of rancour, mifreprefentation, 
and prejudice. They will redrefs, as truth and reafon di- 


rect, a magnanimous and virtuous people, groaning 


under a partial tyranny, inthe midft of an empire deno- 


minated free, to which they would be an incalculable, 


acceflion 


wh 
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acceflion of ftrength, if protected from oppreffion, per- 
fecution, torture, and the dread of threatened and medi- 

tated extermination;—if fecured effe tually in their lives, 

liberties and properties, without impeachment of their 

religion and principles; but fhould this be neglected and 

their grievances left a galling incumbrance upon them, 

in confequence of malevolent and fabricated calumnies, 

there will furely abide a rankling difcontent, likely at all 

times to produce difturbance and diftra@ion, which muft. 
neceflarily weaken and paralyze the energies of the ftate, 

and perhaps eventually annihilate the connexion be- 

tween thefe countries. I would earneftly advife the 

moft violent and unthinking fupporters of divifion 

to confider their own real interefts as conne&ed and 

involved with ihe peace and happinefs of the nation, 

(which an impartial picture of the miferies experienced 
can beft inculcate,) as well as to diffipate the mifcon-" 
ceptions of error, and to- difprove the falfe reprefen- 
tations which have been fent abroad, with zealous in- 
duftry, to impofe on and miflead public feeling. 

My real object and earneft wifhes are for conciliation; 
but if a doubt can poflibly arife refpefting my ftate- 
ments, I can only fay that I could detail more numerous 
enormitiesthat I have, and of which I entertain as little 
doubt as of thofe Ihave related. Thave therefore confined 
myfelf to facts and circumftances vouched’to me beyond’ 
the pofhibility of doubt, for which I can produce good 
authorities, and on this occafion limit my narrative to 
my native diftri&, where my local and perfonal know- 
ledge were leaft' liable to deception or mifinformation ; 
and fhould the members of both houfes of the fit eile 
parliament deem it neceffary, in their wifdom; to invef- 
tigate the truth decifively, Iwill ftake my exiftence, 
that my relation fhall be found, on an impartial fcru¢ 
tiny, extremely moderate. 
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AT A 3 
MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS 
OF THE 
COUNTY OF WEXFORD, 
CONVENED BY THE SHERIFF, 
ON SEPTEMBER 22, 1792) 


/ 
Jo take into confideration ** Mr. Epowarp Byrne's letter, recommending 
<< g plan of delegation to the catholics of Irelgnd, in order to prepare an 
$¢ humble petition to the legiflature.”. 


‘MR. SHERIFF, 


[ RISE with a diffidence proceeding from the magnitude and awfulnefs 
of the fubjeé&t, not from refpeét to the refolutions I have heard, which L 
deem exceptionable in every part ; a circumftance, which the filence of 
thofe who bring them forward would feem to acknowledge. I implore 
your attention whilft I deliver fome thoughts which are the fruit of my 
beft refearches, my honefteft feelings,and_ the unextinguifhable love I 
bear this ill-fated country, I fhall not confider the language or grammar 
of Mr. Byrne’s letter—it is beneath the dignity of this meeting, and 
this great queftion, to defcend to an altercation with inquifitors of words 
and diffectors of fyllables: I fhall enter into the fubje@ at large, and 
fpeak to the {cope and objeg&t of the letter, as it affects Ireland, and as 


it is the expreffion of catholic hopes and defires. “You will not expect 
Re . brilliant 
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brilliant remarks and exquifite dedutions of reafoning from a man born 
a victim to the popery laws, and driven at an early period into foreiga 
climes for prohibited, imperfect education and fcanty bread. I thall 
Speak like a foldier, with candour and with franknefs, yet with refpect 
and a fear of gfftnding, unnioved by flander,-uninfluenced: by any thing’ 
but truch, Truth is libel; “faction; (dition, and rreafon in the eyes of 
thofe who live by its oppofite, but it is the only criterion of honelty, 
the only bafis of lafting fettlemént to your country, and every lover of 
it fhouid utter it with courage, and hear it with patience. I belong to 
no party ; I am an Irifhman ; I care as little for thofe whe are in as for 
thofe who are out: Iam the humble, but the fincere and unbought ad- 
vocate of a woe-worn people. I therefore conjure you to hear me, and 
forgive my inaccuracies and inexperience in fpeaking. I know that 
honored names, illuftrious patriots, charagters which Ireland muit ever 
revere and love, men who Jed her te freedom and to fame, one of whom 
(Mr. Ogle) ¥ behold in this affembly with many mixed fenfations, and 
who won the principle of profperity from. our common tyrants, a pring 
ciple which remains a dead letter without the union of your people ;. E 
know, I fay, that fome of thefe differ in opinion with the perfons whom 
I take to be the beft and moft enlightened friends of Ireland: I know 
this, and I lament it, and init I lament the deplorable inconfiftency of 
human nature, with the fame-poignaticy that I lament the unaccounta- 
ble but moft certain faét, that the wife, the virtuous, the philofophics 
thé magnanimous Julian was-a perfecutor, . In the face ofi thofe men 
whom I revere, as I hope I fhould-in the face of death, I venture to 
fand forward the advocate of this woe-worn people, becaufe I think it 
is for the honor of the Irith crown, for the credit and confiftency of 
proteftantifm, for the profperity and fame of your country, that Britifh 
privileges fhould be reftored to all, who are the fupporters of Britith’ 
and Irith freedom. E with for equal fate and equal freedom to every 
Joyal fubjeét in his majeity’s dominions. Upon no other terms do £ 
with Ireland conneéted with any country. Upon thofe conditions I with it 
for ever confederated with England.’ Thofe objeéts cannot be attained, 
till catholics are emancipated, and catholics cannot be emaacipated till 
they obtain the életive tranchife, and an equal participation of the be- 
nefitsof trial byjury. Whilft their liberties, their properties, and their 
lives are at the mercy of thole over whom they have no controul, nor 
€an acquire a controul, it will not be contended the catholics are free, 
‘Taxed without being reprefented, bound without their confent, and 
tried by their /upériors the proteRants, and not by their peers, their fitu- 
ation is the very definition of flayery, unmitigated, unqualified by any 
pain but a fleeting liberality which may perith with the fathion of the 
dure ; “4 Saas 
» Lhave faid it was for the honor of the Irith crown, that catholics 
fhould be emancipated, becaufe L conceive that honor to be deeply in- 
terefted in, and infeparably interwoven with the quefion, The honor 
of the Irifh crown has been perpetually violated by a perpetual breach 


-of faith with the Irith, ever fince our Englifh anceltors arft landed, in 


this iland. ‘They were induced to come hither by a tyrant and a.ra- 
vither, and their political condu& and your's, (for we have been alk 
guilty alike) has never once belied the principles of their introducer, 
Henry the fecond, granted the Irith the common law of England, and 
they gratefully, recewed and {wore to the obfervance of it. They ia 
juice, became entitled to the benefit of that law.—Inftead of thiss 
every means which fraud could invent, avarice faggelt, or violence en- 

a“ . . force 
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‘ force, were employed to plunder and deftroy the brave and fimplesabori- 
/ gines of the ifle, whilft the duty of, their kings, whom, they bad fworn 

to obey, and who from that infant were bound, to protest them, flum, 
bered or rather prefided over thefe cruel outrages upon-human nature. 
Sir John Dayis fays, the old Irith were out.of the proteation. of .the laws 
fo that any Englifhman might opprefs,. fpoil,, or. murder them. with im: 
Jf panity.. Sir John was certainly poffeffed of a better underftanding, and 
had more honefty than moft Englifhmen, whe have ever bleffed us with 
their prefence in this ifland :, yet he was an Exglifh mani that is, a foe.to 
Tvifh freedom, and withed to throw, the whole blameof; thofe horrible and | ’ 
abfurd oppreffions, as, Hume phrafes them,, upon .the. Englith fettlers. 
Thofe fettlers were, guilty of innumerable.villainies tothe ancient Iriths 
_ yet they withed not that.their enmities fhould, be immortal, like modern 
fettlers, but fought at laf to bury all animofity in the mutual peace and 
harmony of afinal coalition and incorporation, .. What didthe Englith- 
{rifh king of the day? Alarmed at this incipient.inconporation, and 
prof{peét of happine(s held out to the people, he difpatches his grandfon, 
Lionel, duke of Clarence, to counteract, it, and to revive the dying 
embers of civil difcord. This prince padfed.the famous ftatutes of Kil- 
kenny, fo much extolled by England, and the flaves of England, that 
\ once more fowed the feeds of that everlafting hoftility, which divided 
the fons of Ireland from each other, and has. fubfifted:in one horrid 
fhapeor other to this very day... The Englith fettlers inflamed by. thofe 
diabolical Jaws, became the executioners of Englith vengeance and 
hatred, andthe bafe procurers to Englith paffions.. ‘The profcribed na- 
tives were driven into rebellion, and then difpoffeffed of their property 
for the unavoidable effeéts of the crimes, of their oppreffors. You fee 
I feel little propenfity to canonize the vices and folhies of any anceftors, 
like fome noble lords,* who might jufify the mafacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew’s day and the fires of Smithfield upon the fame filly principle of 
miftaken pride. Near four hundred, years) pafled away, during this 
dreadful {cene of mifery, rapine, and blood, in all which period, every 
virtue was invoked, whilft every crime was perpetrated. The fword of 
war was at leneth fheathed and the {word of juttice commenced the work 
of extermination. The Englith now availed themfelves of every chi- 
canery of law to oult the natives from their remaining lands. They did 
this without danger, for they did it with fraud, by the fafe and bloodlefs 
methods of ftatutable plunder. In thefe iniquitous proceedings they 
were fanctioned by their king, the king of Ireland{ This royal mif= 
creant confifcated fix entire counties without haying found or looked for 
an evidence of guilt, whilft he boafted of his defcent from the ancient 
inhabitants whom he fpoiled. Subfequent kings, have not been lefs 
faithlefs to Ireland. The infincerity and tyranny of the bleffed martyr 
—the profligacy and ingratitude of Charles the fecond—the holy impo- 
fitions—the cowardice and bigotry of James have been all equally fatal 
— to—al) equally levelled againft, Ireland. Your. glorious ‘deliyerer’s 
open and avowed {uppreffion of our native and favourite manufa&ture 
will be no recommendation to any body whois a lover of Ireland. ‘That 
he confirmed you in. your eftates, is partly true: but it is much more 
true, that you dearly bought that advantage by the facrifice of the in- 
dependence, trade, commerce, manufactures, profperity, and name of 
your country, He drove a DuTcu BARGAIN.with you, and you bar- 
tered your freedom for a paltry confideration. You and the catholics 
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fince -have been fet at variance, in order to govern you with a more eafy 
iniquity, contrary to ‘the duty and honor of your kings—sthe folemn 

faith of treaties has been violated by the houfe of Hanover, in the 1ft of 
George the fecond, by which the catholics were deprived of the eleétive 
franchife, their unalienable right—the price of their blood—the honor- 
able condition of their capitulation at Limerick :—I therefore fay, it is 
for the honour of the Irifh crown, that king George the third fhould re« 
pair the wrongs of his prédeceffors to a loyal and unfortunate race + for 
though he is not the original author of thefe wrongs, yet as. the king 
never dies, he is in fome degree chargeable with the wrongs continued 
under his government, and ftands accountable in his reputation for the 
evil he is at no pains to prevent. ‘The recommendation of this late ac , 
of juftice from the throne, will become him full as well as the reconr= ° 
mendation of charter fchools: he fhould at lalt remember, that alle= 
giance and proteétion are reciprocal : he fhould bear in mind, that he no 
Jonger deferves to be aking, who fyftematically ceafes to be juft to mil- 
jons of his fubjeéts, , 

The credit of proteftantifm and its confiftency is equally involved in 
this great queftion of catholic emancipation, The proteftants aban- 
doned the roman catholic religion for one fundamental reafon amongft 
others: becaufe they pronounced its followers to be perfecutors upor 
principle, and to want charity, that grand defideratum in Ireland, 
without which religion itfelf is rather a curfe than a blefling. They 

_ Should now abandon the proteftant religion for the fame redfon, if they 
are true to their original principles: for the proteftants of Ireland have 
een perfecutors—unrelenting, inquifitorial perfecutors, for upwards of 
two hundred years, But the fpirit of neither religion is perfecution— 
bad priefts, bad minifters, bad parliaments and bad kings have per- 
“verted the principles of both, for‘the purpofe of fixing a lawlefs yoke 
on the necks of their fellow-creatures, Sancfis nominibus rapere impe- 
rium, has been their maxim.—Good proteftants and good catholics have 
ever reprobated thefe fanétified iniquities. » The worthy cardinal Pole, 
in the reign of the fanguinary queen Mary, though a catholic upon prin- 
ciple, recommended toleration; bifhop Gardiner, though ready to con- 
form to any religion for intereft, taught that perfecution -was lawful, 
The hiftory of the Jewith and the chriftian -religions, incontrovertibly 
proves the truth of that axiom in the (chools; that what is beft, when 
corrupted, becomes worft,—-The purer the worfhip the more abominable 
has been the perfecution it gave rife to, and the more corrupt the mos 
rality pratifed in its name, «The name of God has been the watch- 
word for the abominations of man. . The religion of the Jews was pure 
and fublime-—their mannners and difpofition deteftable :—-the religion 
of the ancient Egyptians was abfurd and impious—their manners and 
government were the glory of humanity and model of nations. The 
fame moral mifchief I have.defcribed amongft the Jews, mutt unquef- 
tionably be produced again, when more truft is repofed in faith than in 
charity ; in profeffion, than good works. The knave profeffes any thing’ 
——the honeft man practifes without profeflion—a poet, whd knew man 
and woman well, writes: . Searhy peti e 
Whoewer's faith is than his neighbour's mores 
Tf man, believe him rogue —— eas 
Your popery laws engender and propagate this evil with a fou) increafe. 
~—They punith a belief in catholics, which being harmlefs, fhould be 
allowed without the infli&tion of difabilities; and they condemn princi= 
ples which catholics have abjured in words, and ever proved to be falfe 
| are aia Rhee a Tp charges 
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charges by their agtions. You give the reward of honefty, loyalry 
and patriotifm—I mean the right of citizenfhip—to oaths, to nuga- 
tory declarations and abjurations. Jor a bare recantation of the faith 
of his fathers, and hard anti-chriflian fwearing, puts your catholic 
neighbour inftantly upon a footing with yourfelf, whilft al] the virtues 
which Chrift or Socrates ever taught or practifed, would leave him a 
flave without it. Do you not daily fee the effect of thefe laws? Does it 
not require great fortitude in an honeft man to become a convert, and 
expofe himfelf to the obloquy and fufpicion of both parties? Are not 
the generality of thofe who apoftatize to your religion the bafeft of man, 
kind? Do they not flanderoufly abufe, and rancoroufly perfecute the 
“wretches they have forfaken? And yet, thofe creatures are careffed and 
courted, whilft honeft catholics are defpifed, and trampled on! Thus 
our laws become a premium to vice—a penalty on virtue. Judge then, 
if the continuation of this vile fyem can do credit to the protettant 
religion. No!—it takes from you at once all pretenfions to protef- 
tantifm and chriftianity. 

It is equally fatal to the profperity and fame of your comntry in 
every particular, It has been truly faid, that oppreffion is a fmothered 
wartare : it annihilates the peace and comfort of fociety. Can the pro- 
teftant efteem the catholic he dooms to flavery? Can the catholic love 
his opprefior? They are both hypocrites if they pretend to it. They 
muft in the prefent ftate of things moft inevitably hate and fear one 
another, It is the Jaw of nature, which laughs to fcorn the unnatural 
inftitutions of man, and what can you expect From fuch a fituation 2 
Does not the tranquillity of your country hang by a thread, and are you 
ftill determined to leave it in this feverifh tremulous exiftence? You 
have been bred in a contempt for catholics, a contempt originally inftilled 
by your oppreffors, the Englifh, and which they are by no means {par~ 
ing of to yourfelves. And indeed none of us have been totally wronged, 
by our kind and affectionate fitter: for we have not refpeéted ourfelves. 
America has refpeéted herfelf, and therefore fhe is refpected. She has 
performed a very arduous tafk: fhe has taught Englifhmen manners, 
But the Englith have grofly deceived” you-in their defcription of your 
countrymen, They have refufed them ‘credit for every good quality, 
and fixed the ftigma of every bad one upon them, They have denied 
them courage and underftanding, that they might perfuade themvand the 
world that they had neither fenfe to perceive, nor fpirit to aflert their 
rights. But I tell you again, they have grofly deceived you, There 
is not in Europe a nobler peafantry than the peafantry of Ireland, the 
great body of the people you have enflaved, The Englifh began their 
fyftem of calumny againit the Irifh, not before they began to defpoil 

‘them. Had they reported them as an innocent people, they would have / 
wanted a pretext for their undoing. You will find the proof of this in 
the venerable Bede, who loads them with the higheft praife, and the lying 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, who covers them with foul reproach. Sir John 
Davis acknowledges this race of men to be endued with extraordizary 
abilities of mind and body and that there is no people under heaven 
who love equal and indifferent juftice better than the Irifh, The en~ 
lightened do&tors Young and Campbell do them the fame juftice. The 
immortal Swift, in a pofthumous work which has lately appeared, declares 
that the common Irifh who underftand Englifh, have a much better tafte 
for reafon and raillery, than the Englifh ot the fame defcription, Lord 
Chefterfield and Adam Smith call them the moft able-bodied and hand- 
{ome men inEurope.. Camden teftifies, that they are incredibly active, 

, ingenious 
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ingenious and warlike. Britifh adjutants inform you_that they are 
made foldiers fooner than any fubjeéts in the three kingdoms 5; and 
America, Hindoftan and Hurope bear witnefs to the ardour and firm- 
nets of theic courage, See then the gallant race of men you have to 
govern, and reflect how you have governed them! You have endea> 
voured to unman them, and reduce them to the level of the beafts that 
perifh. Bereft by law of almoft every ftimulus to induftry, precluded 
from education, foreign and domeftic, from conjugal conneétion with 
their favoured brethren, from every bleffing civil and political,. it isa 
miracle that they have retained any thing human but the fhape. ‘The 
prototype of your policy, Machiavel, in the eighth chapter of his 
Prince, lays it down as aimaxim, that cruelty may be neceflary in a re- 
eent fettlement acquired by war and crimes, but if prolonged beyond 
that neceffity, that it ultimately proves the ruin of its upholders. You 
‘have ootftripped your model; take care how you verify his prophetic 
obfervation.” ‘When the city of Sparta was overthrown by an. earths 
quake, the Helots_furveyed the vifitation with rapture, and redoubled the 
horrors of the calamity, Your proteftant fettlement is fecure beyond 
the probability, nay the poffibility of dangers, if you do not continue 
the temptation, and the language of ‘the conftitution might add THE 
BUTY to uproot it, in the hearts of thofe whom you mean to deftroy. 
Yow have nothine to fear from thofe miferable beings whofe anceftors 
eftates the chante of war delivered into your hands one hundred and 
thirty-eight years fince. Moft of them have perithed in exile and in 
want. Some of them are fighting the battles of foreign kings, being 
incapacitated even from DYING for theirown. ‘Their fad remains are 
the porters of your towns, the clowns of your country, and beggars of 
your flreets. They do not book for power; they afk but leave to die, 
The catholies have given you every fecurity which the moft folemn de- 
clarations can give: you have a much better fecurity in their uniform 


demeanor, and {till a better in their intereft, that intereft 
Which like the fword of kings. 
Is the laff reafon of all things. 

It is the intereft of every hone and independent mind in Ireland, that 
the fmothered warfare of oppreflion fhould ceafe, that the feelings, the 
prejudices, the paflions, the faculties of all fhould be colle&ted into oné 
commen focus to cheer, reanimate and illumine this aggrieved, palfied, 
and long benighted country, Have you not had enough of vengeancé 
and petty defpicable monopoly, and are you ftill refolved to perfift in it 
even at the expence of your own well-being and honor? Is not your 
country a prey to foreigners through the imbecility entailed upon it, by 
emafculating four-fifths of your people? Were the provifoes, indulgen- 
cies, and mortmains of popery in any degree fo pernicious as the ruin 
and ignominy of Englith influence ? Impoftors delude you, whilft they 
are practifing ancient villainies under new names; Does not this influ- 
ence yearly drain you of two-thirds of your whole revenue? Does it not 
fend undeferving viceroys to rule over you to the degradation of your 
own nobility, many of whom were known in Europe long’ before the 
great majority of the prefent Englith nobility had crawled from their 
original obf{curity ? Does it not quarter the infignificant followers of 
thofe infignificant viceroys, the buffoons, panders and parafites of a cor- 
rupted court, the trath and refufe of another land upon the moft produc. 
tive fpots of your ifland? Does it not exalt the moft unprincipled and 
fhamelefs Politicians to the very higheit tations, and for what? for re- 


viling 
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viling your country and denying its independence.* Eas it not made 
yn a bye-word amongft nations, and the very found of your name a 
fubje&t of laughter’? Are not your mines unexplored, your fifheries ne- 
gievted your trade and commerce reftricted, your manufa&tures unpro- 
eéted, your lands unimproved, your country denuded of its wood and 

lorn of its beauty and means of naval ftrength, nay, your very cha- 
raéter’ debafed through this influence? Whence the want of employ= 
_ Ment-in Ireland, whence the rack-rents of abfentees, whence the fqua- 

Jid appearances and concomitants of poverty? Whence the wanderings 
of your people to every corner ef the earth, the alarming emigrations 
of northern induffry to America, of fouthern hardihood to England, 
France and Spain, to the Eaft and to the Weft ? Whence I fay, does all 
this proceed, but from the wide wafting peftilential influence of Eng- 
Jand? Even now it is clandeftinely aiming at the extin&tion of your 
Parliament and your lately recovered name. I myfelf heard the marquis 
- of Downfhire exprefs his ardent, wifh for a union in the house of lords 
_ of England! Treland appears loofened from ifs foundations by this in. 

Huence, and floats at the breath of every bold and flagitious Englifla 
undertaker, who is fent to defame and to devour it. She might mo 
happily maintain more than double her population, were the not inhi- 
bited from availing herfelf of the bounties of heaven. But your Dra- 
conian laws againit popery, the loathfome but unacknowledged off- 
fpring of the influence I have-been defcribing, have worn her natives 
down to a degree of wretchednefs not to be equalled by the wretchednefs 
of flave.or freeman in.any quarter of the globe: they have given your 
country the melancholy pre-eminence amongtt nations of being fupreme 
intifery. But fhe has borne her adverfities with fortitude. You may 
thank your ftars, that the fuicide principle of thofe laws has not utterly: 
€radicated the {pirit of your people. If it had, you would have 
looked in vain for freedom. Had they ftood aloof in the day of trial, 
Or joined with your enemies, had they not liftened to the diftates of 
their own virtues, but followed your example in wounding themfelves 
through the heart of their country, you bad fill been in bondage. 
They difdained the inglorious example, they pledged their lives and 
their fortunes for your freedom, and YoU PLEDGE Yours to hold them 


< 


in chains! They are a conquered people, you fay: But when they re- 


figned their power in.1691, after their glorious defence of Limerick, 
they ftipulated for freedom with arms in their hands. What did you? 
When you got them in your power, you firipped them of their arms, 
and robbed thein of their freedom—You KEPT NO FAITH WITH CA- 
_THOLICS! They afk for reftitution therefore, and they would be une 
worthy of itif they did not, They afk for the liberty, their anceftors 
planted and preferved in this ifland: for nine-tenths of them are de- 
fcendants of thofe Englith who firft won the country by fraud and by 
force from the ancient Irith. They and their forefathers are your bene~ 
faétors, and you are ftill bent upon remaining their deftroyers ; for fla- 
very is the deftruction of the people. Such being their condu& and 
yours, is it decorous to\talk of their ingratitude? would it not be more 
decorous to retrieve the honor you have lof& by your own? You fay 
they want to intimidate you into a compliance with their humble fupplie 
cations. 
* If fuch a man as_I have here pourtrayed, had not carried the audacious 
impurities of the fenate to the judgment-feat, but adminiftered law ia juftice 
and in mercy as became his great abilities, the circumftance fhould bea drawe 
back on the detettation of his countrymen, it fhould:take but little from the 
diftruft of the character, Nemo unguam imperinm flagitio guefitum benis artibus 
exertuit. 
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cations. The affertion is falfified by the fa&. They prefented a petition 
to parliament praying for a fhare of that freedom they contribute to 
fupport. They did not make the compliance of parliament the condi- 
tion of their allegiance : they have evinced the contrary by the unvaried 
tenor of their condué&t ; for though refufed in no very flattering manner, 
amidft fcoffs, and {corn, and indignity, their enemies have not gained | 
their point: they have not driven them into violence: they have re= 
mained unaltered in their loyalty, their love of order, and obedience to 
the law.—A brave general in your houfe of commons invites thefe de- 
fencelefs citizens to draw their fwords, and make their appeal to hea- 
ven, Thefe opprefled men have no {words, and if they had, they would 
only draw them in defence of their king and country, They and their 
fathers have fo demeaned themfelves in every viciffitude of fortune. IE 
with this great officer may be as well difpofed. Shame on the man, 
who can thus mock at the unfortuaate, and pour new mifery into the 
agonizing bofom ef a tortured generation ! 
That the catholics are not prepared for freedom, is a propofition un- 
founded in reafon and contradicted by the experience of every age and 
the feelings of every heart. Liberty which is equal juftice to all, is 
taught by nature to all—the favage and the barbarian feel its facred im-= 
pulfes as completely as the philofopher. The liberty of England origi- 
nated in the woods of Germany. We know that the Germans were not 
a lettered race—they had no property but what was in common: yet 
thefe fturdy barbarians were at leaft as free, and as zealous affertors 
of their independence, as their defcendants the Englifh, Many of the 
mighty barons, who extorted magna charta from John, were unable to 
read or to write ; yet the rude feelings of their untutored breafts fitted — 
them admirably to wreft that palladium of happinefs from atyrant. [ 
hope we fhall hear no more of this infidious and hypocritical cant, in- 
vented by the defigning to miflead the unwary. To be fit for freedom, 
it is fufficient to be barn, and it affords an additional aptitude to be bred 
a chriftian—for I hope it is unneceffary to inform you, that the fervice 
of the catholic god and yours is perfect freedom. I fhould imagine the 
requifite knowledge for choofing a reprefentative does not lie far beneath ~ 
the furface: furely a catholic has as good an opportunity of learning 
the aéts of wifdom, juftice, humanity and fortitude which diftinguifh 
a neighbouring gentleman, and recommend him to notice at an election, 
as a proteftant ; or do the magic fyllables of proteftantifm  beftow fenfe 
and fenfibility, while the execrated name of papift bereaves its unhappy 
owner of every organ of feeling and underftanding? Away with fuch 
focleries! Were their abfurdity not loft in the immenfity of their mif- 
chief, they would be as contemptible as the dreams of dotards. If your 
execrable laws bad unfitted the catholics. for freedom, freedom only 
could recreate that moral.and political fitnefs your laws had done 
away. Slavery is the worft of all poffible fchools to teach the principles ' 
of liberty: you would not manacle the limbs of the man you would 
enable to ftart in the race! Be not afraid of overpowering the tender 
optics of your brethren with the new light of liberty ; the eagle-eye of 
nature looks fteadily at the fun of libertyin every ftage and every con- 
dition of this many coloured and wearied life, ~ 
It is alfo faid the catholic committee* is an unlawful meeting. Thofe . 
who fay fo, do not underftand the law, or mifinterpret it with an evil 
intent. 


: * Polterity will honour the memories of thofe prudent and undaunted ci- 
tizens of Dublin, who, unthaken by the feceffion of their-deceived fellow-fut- 
ferers, brought thofe very men back. to their opinion by the irrefiftible force of 

truth, 
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intent. No meeting is unlawful which is peaceably met for a lawful 
purpofe, whether the mode of meeting be borrowed from Conftantinople 
_ or Paris, whether from the empire of flavery or the feat of democracy. ~ 
The catholic committee is not acknowledged by the law, totidem werbis, 
but every thing is allowed by the law, which is a quiet aflertion of 
right, and hurts no man. Now the object of this meeting is not as has ° 
been foolifhly or malicioufly faid, to confolidate the power of the catho- 
lics, but to afcertain their utter impotence to protect themfelves, to 
concentrate their miferies and their tears, to lay them at the foot of the 
throne, to {upplicate parliament to give freedom, confequence, and 
union to Ireland. They hope it is no offence to with to add dignity, 
firength, and ftability to their country, and they are fure petitioning is 
lawful.—The catholics labour under grievances, and there are two ways 
of removing them. The one is by war; the other by peace, They ° 
feek not relief through the calamities of war: they adore their country. 
‘They defire that peace may be the harbinger of their freedom, That 
peace can be preferved by no better means, than by quietly affembling 
and humbly propofing their grievances to the confideration of the legil= 
lature. ‘Thé legiflature may refule granting the prayer of their petition. 
but they have no right to {purn the begging, proitrate, and obedient 
fubje& from their door —You are angry with thefe miferable peopie for 
ftating their numbers at three millions: You are then angry, that they 
were born! You are then angry that they tread the earth, breathe the _ 
air, or furvey the heaven, By that heaven I conjure you to difmifs thofe 
deadly fentiments of fhocking uncharitablenefs from your otherwife gene- 
rous hearts, and dare to have the magnanimity to forgive thofe you have 
fo deeply and fo cruelly injured, Be united, be Irifhmen, be free. 
. [hear a great deal of the favours already conferred upon catholics, 
and that their emancipation fhould be gradual.—The catholics are a 
grateful people, but the fafhion of the day and your own exigencies 
gave them moft of what they have got, and your liberality wears too 
much the appearance of felfifhnefs to entitle you to much gratitude. | 
Recolle& that you only lately fet your hand to a partial reftoration of 
_ their rights, and that thofe aéts of grace were accompanied with no {mall 
_ fhare of reluctance, no fimall portion of contempt. By giving the ca- 
tholics the power of purchafing land, you converted a flux, monied 
property, which might be employed againft you, into an immoveable 
pledge for theirabiding by your fate, and binding their own chains the 
fafter ; and by withholding the elective franchife from them, you refufe 
them the fhield by which they might protect their new acquifition. So 
that the privilege you rate fo high, makes them but the more dependent 
_-upon your good-willand caprice. As to gradual emancipation, if you 
Sean to treat your brethren as the Englifh parliament has the negroesy 
you fhould mark a period for their emancipation, as that parliament has 
done for the more fortunate Africans. But you do not with it; you 
are withholding their rights from your fellow-creatures, and indulging 
them now and then with a few fragments from your table, fondly hoping 
that an opportunity may arife to dafh theirhopes for ever, and plunge 
them back into that unfathomable aby{s of mifery from whence they have 
but juft raifed their heads, But the opportunity will not arife: the im- 
perifhable fpirit of freedom has gone abroad and cheers the heart of the 
Ss meaneft 


* 


truth, and caft the foundation of ‘catholic emancipation amidft the intrigues, 
and lies, and calumnies, and menaces of their enemies. Their names will 
live when court proftitutes and hirelings and flaves will be forgotten. 

\ 
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meaneft peafant. He trufts.in the juftice and virtues of his king, and 
hie tardy humanity of his brethren. His king longs already to burft 
ths chains: FOR HE CAN DO NO WRONG: and many of the FATHERS, 
RESTORERS, AND PRESERVERS OF POLITICAL PROTESTANT FREE= 
00M IN THE NoRTH, are working ferioufly, honeftly, nobly, and in- 
dependently in their caufe. Your REALLY AND TRULY GLORIOUS 
DELIVERER, mr. Grattan, and many of the moft exalted natures in Ire- 
jJand, are at the fame godlike work of redemption, The catholics wilk 
deferve it » for’I know them, and of courfe they will be free, They 
have nothing to dread: they walk in the fearlefinefs of virtue. 

But what fhall become of the proteftant afcendency ? I reveré the 
proteftant afcendency, if, like the prerogative of kings, itis limited by 
juttice and the fafety of the people. J cannot revere it if it is nothing 
but an uncontroulable fway. Such a fway I could never refpeét, tho’ 
feated on the throne of Great Britain, or the chair of St. Peter. If 
by proteftant afcendency you mean, that the great power of the country 
jhould remain in the hands of the prefent poffeffors, more than three 
hundred years would not transfer the power (for property is the power) 
into the hands of catholics, even if the whole penal code was fwept' 
away at this moment ; and I believe it requires no infpiration to fore~ 
tell, that the folly and wickednefs of religious animofity will have died 
with thofe who harbour it long, long before that period. But if you 
define the proteftant afcendency, a proteftant king, a proteftant peer= 
age, a proteftant houfe of commons, a proteftant conftituency, and make 
no account of your catholic brethrén, but wifh, with the reprefentative 
of the whole Irifh nation, as he was pleafed to denominate himfelf,* 
that their libertigs fhould be for ever extinguifhed, while you but half 
retain your own, TL abhor the inhuman idea, as 1 do the author of evil, 
and exactly upon the fame principle. becaufe it is the enemy of man- 
kind, 

T have how done > and I implore a mercy for your brethren, and juf- 
tice for your country. If you refufe that mercy, and withhold this juf- 
tice, you fhould prepare for a union: things cannot remain in their pres 
fent fituation ; you mult either give freedom to the catholic or abdicate 
ut for yourfeit, Your ancient oppreffors are on the watch to inflame your 
pailions, and reinfmare you into worfe than your former bondage. Ay 
union would be advantageous to the catholic; By it the proteftant 
would lof his all, if freedom be all to the noble minded and the brave. 
The catholic would not be raifed te the proteflant, but the proteftang 
would, be levelled down to the catholic, and funk into a Mlavith acquis 
efcence in the will of a country accuftomed to delpife hime The cae 
tholic would be more happy: for that liberty he is never doomed tq’ 
tafte, would be removed far from his wounded ear, his aching fights 
The proteftant would have no confolation for glories paft and prefent 
fame. He would experience a fervitude more grievous than deaths 

saat 
ExtraSted from the WExrorpD Herat of Monday Sept. 24, 2792, 
, €ounty Meeting, 

Saturday being the day appointed by the high Sierif to take into 
¢onlideration a letters purporting to have been written by order of the 
fub-committee of the catholics of Ireland, and honed Edward Byrne 3. 
about one o'clock the fheriff took the chaiv, and the letter having been 


read, the following refolutions were moved by the hen, Francis Hely 
Hutchinfon ; 


; oN 1. Refolvedy 
* The late Richard Sheridan, efg, thea M, P. for Charlemont, 


\ 
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x. Refolved, that it is the undoubted right of all his majefty’s fubjects 
£0 petition every branch of the legiflature.—Adopied. é 

2. Réefolved, that it appears to this meeting that the objeé of the plan 
referred to by the letter, which has been read this day from the chair, 15 te 
colle the fenfe of all the catholics of Ireland, in order that their wifhes 

~ may be laid by petition at the foot of the throne. Rejected. 

3. Refelved, that the faid plan is agreeable to law, and that thofewha 
Shalt endewweur peaceably and quietly ¢o carry 71 into execution, vill not, by 
fe doing, comimit any ad?, either illegal or unconftitutional.——-RejeCted. 
“<A debate for fome hours having taken place upon the above refolutions, 

and the queftion having heen pat, the fir& was paffed in the affirmative 
unanimoufiv ; and a divifion having taken place upon the two laft, they 
were rejedted by a majority of pne hundred and ten to forty-five, 

This divifion having taken place, mr. Maxweil moved the following 
refolutions, all‘of which were carried in the affirmative, ; 

We the freeholders of the county of Wexford convened by the high- 
fheriff, at the requifition of the laft grand jury, to take into confidera- 
tion a paper, figned ** Edward Byrne,” purporting to ‘come from a 

_body of men, ftiling themfelves, ** the fub-committee of the catholics: 
s¢ of Ireland,” thiak it highly incumbent on us to exprefs in the 
ftrongeft terms our difapprobation of the contents of it. ' 

Refolvéd, that we fee with much furprize, the many favours fo libe- 
rally conferred of late years, by the legiflature, on the roman catholics 
ef Ireland, do not meet with the seturn of thanks and gratitude to 
which they were fo jufily entitled. 

Refolved, that fince the proceedings of catholics are unwarrantable, - 
and their demands unreafonable, it is time for the proteftants to make 
a ftand, and to be firm in refufing to make further conceffions, 

Refolved, that we firmly rely on the wiflom of our moft gracious 
fovereign, that he will not give his fanétion to any meafure that may 
militate againft the principles that placed his family on the throne, or 
tend to diminish the proteftant afcendency of this kingdom. 

Mr. Maxwell moved angaddrefs to the reprefentatives of the county, 
to entreat them to give their oppofition to any bill which might be in- 
soduced either now or any time hereafter, extending to the benefit of 
the elective franchife, or a participation of the trial by jury. 

~The addrefs having been a long time debated, was at laft withdrawn. 
Mr. Hutchinfon then moved the thanks of the meeting to Mathew 
Derenzy, efq. the high fheriff, for his very correét and proper condug& 
jn the chair, which motion was carried unanimoufly ; and the queftion 
of adjournment having been put and carried, the meeting was diffolved 
ata very late hourof the night. 








.Extraied from the WexrorpD Heratp of Vhurfday the 27th of 
; September, 1792. : . 

We the roman catholics of the town and vicinity of Wexford, ever 
anxious to cultivate the friendthip of our proteftant brethren, and to 
unite with them in all the bands of focial happinefs, embrace this flatrer- 
ing opportunity of teftifying our gratitude to the virtuous and indepen- 
dent forty-five, whofe united efforts and intereits fupported our caufe at 
the county meetings convened by the high fheriff on Saturday lait, 

The malignant thafts of calumny, direéted by the iron-hand of ar- 
bitrary power will never awe us into an acquiescence of guilt, which. 
we moft folemnly abjure. We are, have been,—-and ever fhail be,— 
grateful and loyal. ‘Were we px ffeffed of more our noble friends thould 
eas co 5 $2 participate 
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participate thereof, did their generous and difinterefted patriotifm permit 
_ the idea of a tranfitory reward ; nay, we ref{pect, our enemies as members 
of the ftate, but hope they will not expeét gratitude: from us until 
they be come our benefaétors, that is, profelytes to the trae political 
faith, on which depends the falvation of our country. fs 
We hail our illuftrious and glorious. proteétors, who with irrefiftible 
energy, eloquence and truth, pleaded the caufe of injured innocence and 
degraded humanity, attempting'to raife its head amidft its implacable 
oppreflion!—We hail them as being invaluable co-operators with the 
faviours of our country ; on whom alone, and on men of fuch minds, 


- depends the perpetuity of the conftitution as eftablifhed at the revolutions — 


Signed by order, ‘ 
JAMES E. DEVEREUX. 


EE ae 


No. II. 


To the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders, and other inhabitants of the 
j county of Wexford. 

_ WE, the underfigned magiftrates of the county of Wexford, con- 
vinced that you have not a wifh nearer your heart than to have an oppors 
tunity of expreffing your loyalty and inviolable attachment to our king 
and excellent conftitution, (in the abfence of the high-fheriff) requeft 
your attendance at the county court-houfe, on Friday, the 11th of Fanuary 
next, for that purpofe. A’meafure we conceive at this time not only 
highly becoming, but alfo effentiaily neceffary, thereby to contribute 
fo far as in us lies to the reftoration of public and private credit, which 
we have experienced to be materially injured, by the feditious practices 
of a few defigning and turbulent incendiaries. Te 

Walter Hore—Henry Hation—Folin Harvey—Ebenexer Facob—Fames 
Boyd—Robert Hawk/haw-—Fohn Heatly—Richard Newton King—William 
Hore—Jokn Cox—William Glafcott—Miller Clifford. 


At a meeting of the frécholders and inhabitants of the county of 


Wexford, convened by requifition of the magiftrates thereof, and - 


‘held at Wexford, on Friday, the 11th January, 1793. 
WaLTerR Hore, efq. in the chair; 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the'county of Wexford, con- 
vened by the magiftrates, think it right at this time, UNANIMOUSLY 
to declare our attachment to the conftitution, confifting of king, lords, 
and commons—and have RESOLVED, 


That the principles of the Britifh-conftitution are founded in wifdom’ 


and juftice, equally providing for the liberty and happinefs of the people. 
That an hereditary monarch, an affembly of the nobles, and a body 
of reprefentatives derived from the people, by free and general election, 
are each of them integral, vital, and effential parts of our conftitution, 
in fo much that the decay or corruption of any of them, will taint of 
deftroy the whole fyflem. i 


That the reprefentative part of our legiflature is not derived from the 


people, by that free and general ele&ion, which the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our conftitution require, and the ftate and condition of this 
nation would warrant. } ; 
That the permanent peace and welfare of Ireland can only be efta- 
blifhed by a radical and effetual reform in the commons houfe of par- 
liament, and that this obje& once obtained, the people ought tore. 
main content and grateful, et 
That 


x 
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That we will, by all conftitutional and lawful means, promote a 


radical and effectual reform in the reprefentation of the people in parlia- 


ment, including perfons of all religious perfuafions, and we rely on the 
wifdom of: parliament to grant fuch reform. 

That we are happy thus publicly to declare, that the people of this 
country are perfeétly peaceable and quiet, and we know of no feditious 
practices therein, nor do we fee any the leaft fhadow of, or tendency to 
riot or tumult in this country ; but left any fuch fhould be entertained 
or intended by any factious perfons, WE DO DECLARE, that we 
will refit all attempts to introduce any new form of government into 
this country, or in any manner to fubvert, corrupt, or impair any of 
the three effential parts of our conftitution, confifting of king, lords, 
and commons, 

Refolved, that copies of the above refolutions be forwarded by our 
chairman, td the right hon. George Ogle, and the-hon, John. Loftus 
Loftus, reprefentatives in parliament for this county. 

Refolved, that the above refolutions be inferted three times in the 


_ Dublin Evening Poft, Morning Poft, and Wexford Herald. 


(Signed) WALTER HORE, 
“Walter Hore, efq, having left the chair, and Cornelius Grogan, efq, 
being called to it, the thanks of the meeting were unanimoufly voted to 
Walter Hore, efq. chairman, for his impartial and upright conduct 
this day. 
(Signed) COR, GROGAN, 


meee. ena 


No. III. 


AT the requeft of mr. Edward Hay, late of Ballenkeele in the county 
of Wexford, I certify that I became acquainted with him in the year 
3793, for which year I was high-fheriff for faid county, and at which 
time the country was much difturbed, . I thought neceflary to confult the 
gentlemen of the county, and called meetings. for this purpofe. Mr. 
Hay attended thefe meetings, and was with other gentlemen as active 
and zealous as poflible, in endeavouring to {upprefs the difturbances, 
and to reftore peace to the country. From mr, Hay’s ations and ex- 
preffions, I had every reafon toconfider him a loyal man ; I have often 
heard him declare, that he did not, nor ever would belong to any po- 
litical fociety, and that he difapproved being of all {uch focieties, I was 
appointed in the year 1797, adminiftrator during a fuit refpecting the 
Hay property; on the 1ft of May 1798, I attended at Ballenkeele as 
Adminiftrator, on which day mr. Edward Hay, or mr. Fitzgerald as his 
tru(tee, gave me up pofleffion of the houfe and demefne of Ballenkeele, 
and other lands, part of the difputed property ; and delivered what 
furniture he had in the houfe to his brother, with whom I underftand 
he had fettled, and declared he would want immediate payment for this 
furniture, a8 he intended to go without delay to America and {fettle 
there.—Mr. Edward Hay was much diffatisfied with me about that 
time, but this did not prevent him from rendering me the molt 
effential fervices in the rebellion, The rebels attacked the town 
of- Ennifcorthy in great force on the 28th of May 1798, on which 
day after a fevere engagement, and the town being in flames, I 
fetreated with my corps and the reft of his majefty’s troops ftationed 
there, to Wexford, On my arrival in that town, I faw mr. Edward 


Hay in the ftrect, who feemed and expreffed binlelf much diftrefled 
at 
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at what had happened at Ennifcorthy and elfewhere. On the zgth of 
May, Tagain faw mr. Hay, when he was approved of as. one of the 
fecurities for mr, Edward Fitz-Gerald, who was then confined in Wexford 
gaol, but was liberated that day, on giving bail, and fent out to endeas 
vour by his fuppofed influence with the rebels to difperfe them.—On the 
goth of Muy, after the rebels had cut off a detachment of the Meath 
militia, near roa Three-rocks, the troops which marched trom Wexford 
to oppote the rebels at that place retreated to the town, we found the 
greatett confufion prevailing there; after fome time the town was eva- 
cuated, and finding it impoffible for me, fituated as I was, to retreat by 
Tand, Emade av unfuccefsful attempt to effect my efeape by fea, but 
was taken and brought back to Wexford, where I was in the moit peri- 
Yous fituation, not knowing the inftant I fhould fall a victim to popular 
fory, I was taken toa houfé where a number of ladies and gentlemen 
were 5 a furjous'mob came to this houfe and‘called for mé to be put to 
death, A particular friend of mine, who was then in) the houfe, affured 
mie lately, that mr, Edward Hay went tothe door, ftood there, and de- 
clared they fhould kill Kim before they fhould hurt a hair of my head, 
and he fucceeded ia fending them away,—It being generally underftood 
that every perfon who had not taken the united lrifhman’s oath, or did 
not know their figns, would inevitably be put to death, I afked mr. 
Edward Hay to fwear me, which he affured me tre could not do, and [ 
have further reafon to think he was not an united Trifhman, as the 
week before the rébellion broke out, when I was as # magiftrate giving 
certificates to the people on their taking the oaths of allegiance, furren= 
dering their arms, and giving on their oaths fuch information as they 
could, refpecting the intended rebellion, not one of them, aad I was , 
very firil in my enquiries; mentioned sor, Edward Hay, though they 
Save me information againft moft of thofe who in a few days after in 
this country were jeaders in the rebellion, 

While a prifoner in Wexford, fome people intimated a wifh to take 
me home, and I thought I weuld. be fafer, if where I was well kuowny 
than at Wextord. Mr. Hay told me be would not let me go, as [ 
would be certainly put to death, asthe rebels aSted with greater cruelty 
at Vinegar-hill, near which my houfe is fituateimAn order was fent 
by the rebels for twelve prifoners to be taken from Wexford to Vinegar- 
hill; mr. Edward Hay told me of this order, and {aid he would endea~ 
Vour to prevent thele men heing fenr, as he feared they would be exe- 
cuted, and he facceeded for fome time. The event proved he was right, ag 
fome of the fame perfons were afterward taken there and pat to death. 
The houfe in which 1 was for about ten days was oiten fearched for 
aims and orangemen. Mr. Hay when in the hovfe endeavoured ta 
fave me by attending the fearchers and condugting them to different 
parts of the houfe trom where I was. When at lait a party of thofe 
fearchers tound 1 was in this houfe my deftrution was conlidered ins 
evitable had 1 remained there, I was conduéted to the prifon-fhip as a 
Place of fafety, and J do believe, had it not been done 1 moft probably 
would have loit my life. Confidering the populaity of mr, Hay, and 


- he being a catholic, Iam furprized he was not obliged to take a com. 


mand amongft the rebels, and [ am confident he could have had an high 
oue was he fo inclined: I do not believe mr. Edward Ray had any com- 
mand in the rebel army, nor did I ever fee him appear in arms of an 

kind ; and I confider it a fortunate circumftance for fome of the pro- 
teflant loyalifts that ke was in Wexford during the rebellion, as 1 knew 
that ke expiciivd his carnekt defire, and I believe he exerted himlelf, for 
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the prefervation of many of them. Ithink it but juftice to give mire 
Hay this certificate, the fubftance of which I would have proved on his 
trial had I been called on, and to which I had been {ummoned. 


i SOLOMON RICHARDS. 
Captain Ennifcorthy Cavalry, and 
_. Magiftrate of the county of Wexford, : 
Solfborough, Augutt jo, 1799. 


I hereby certify, that on the 2oth of June, 798, while the maflacres 
Were perpetrating on the bridge of Wexford, mr. Edward Hay came 
into the room where I was with other ladies, he was in tears and feemed 
much diftrefled at the cruelties that were going forward, I earneftly 
entreated him to ufe his influence to fave the prifoners’ lives, ‘He re- 
plied it was in vain for him to try as he had no influence with the peo- 
ple.—I alfo know that he prevented twelve prifoners from being fent to 
:Vinegar-hill, on a belief that they would be maffacred there; and 1 do. 
believe that he had no command in the rebel army. 


Given under my hand this 30thof Auguft, 1799s 
MARTHA RICHARDS, 


County of Wexford, MR. Thomas Taylor of the townof Wéxs 
to wit. bron, merchant, who was a prifoner in the grok 
we of Wexford during the rebellion, freely and yoo 
luntarily maketh oath on the Holy Evangelifts, and faith he has known 
_ the prifoners to exprefs the comfort and confolation they experienced from 
mr. Edward Hay’s deportment and manner towards them, and had always 
heard them exprefs their joy on mr. Hay vifiting the gaol. Deponént 
being an Englifhman, and not long in Ireland, had no kind of ac- 
quaintance with mr, Hay, but always approached him when be faw him 
converfing with his fellow prifoners, and experienced the confolation of 
his converfation, although not addreffed to him, but confidered mr. Hay 
the greate& friend of the loyalifts, as the purport of his vilits to the 
gaol evidently was to give general comfort to all he faw in diftre(s, as 
he communicated his fentiments openly and candidly to them; and un- 
deceived the prifoners with refpect to many falfe reports that were cir 
culated. Deponent has heard mr. Hay exprefs his ne hac teteftas 
_ tion of the barbarous proceedings of the rebels; and that he would tote 
his life or put a {top to the cruelties that were committing on Vinegar~ 
hill had he been there. Deponent remembers to have heard of an order 
for feveral prifoners to be fent to Ennifcorthy, which order might have 
been complied with hat not mr. Hay gained intelligence that they were 
oto be put to death; and at the earneft requeft of the prifoners from the 
neighbourhood of Ennifcorthy, mr. Hay declared he would make fuch 
reprefentations to the principal inhabitants of Wexford as to haye them 
detained in gaol as their only place of fafety ; on which oceafion he has 
heard the prifoners exprefs their utmoft gratitude to mr. Hay, whom | 
they confulted on all occafions of diftrefs, and from whom they received 
every poffible comfort. Various reports were propagated, which tended 
to roule and irritate the paffions of the people to revenge, that the army 
had committed the greateft exceffes which alarmed the prifoners very 
much, who confujted mr, Hay about a prvpofal they had drawn up ta 
he forwarded to government, intimating, their great danger, and Bk 
shat 
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that the prifoners taken by the army, might meet with the like good 
treatment that they did, otherwife reprifals might be made, and their 
deftruétion inevitable, Mr, Hay undertook the tafk of endeavouring 
to forward this propofal with the greateft alacrity, and conduéted captain 
M‘Manus to confult with lord Kingfborough, who accordingly wrote a 
letter in the name of all the prifoners, among whom were many officers 
and principal gentlemen of the county, which propofal was difpatched 
hy an officer to be forwarded to the next commanding officer of his ma- 
jefty’s forces, but who would not be allowed to proceed farther than the 
rebel camp at Ennifcorthy, and was obliged to return to Wexford, at 
which difappointment we confidered our fituation more critical than ever, 
and experienced in a greater degree the confoling vifits of mr. Hays 


who truly fympathized in our feelings, and felt this difappointment as 


much as any of us, Deponent never {aw mr. Hay appear with arms, or 
with any kind of green ornament, then ufually worn by all defcripti- 
ons of perfons ; and. from what he has feen and every information he 
could learn, believes that during the rebellion that mr. Hay was folely 
actuated by principles of philanthropy, in any interference of his dur 
ing that period. 
Sworn before me this 28th day of Auguft, 1799- 
; ; EBEN. JACOB. 
THOMAS TAYLOR. 


So EIT " amet 


No. IV. 


Extract from the debates of the houfe of lords on the roth of July, 
_ 1793, on the convention bill, as it appeared in the public. papers. 

- LORD FARNHAM declared, ‘ ‘That he had received letters. from 
“* the county of Wexford, perfeQly agreeing with what had been men- 
4* tioned by the noble lord on the woolfack. In that county the people 
** had held meetings at night, and from parith to parifh had {worn the 
‘¢ inhabitants not to pay rents, tythes, or taxes, expreffing their difap- 
s¢ pointment that they had not received 10]. each man annually for the 
€* emancipation, but a leafe for which they were obliged to pay.”—He. 
approved of the bill, 
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At a meeting of the catholics of the town and neighbourhood of 
Wexford, on Tuelday the 30th of July, 17935 “y 
_ JAMES EDWARD DEVEREUX, efq, in the chair. 

WE, the roman catholics of the town and neighbourhood of Wexford, 
having acquiefced in the refolution and recommendation of our late ge- 
neral committee, notwithftanding the many degrading and injurious 
diftinGtions ftill exifting againft us, to aét no more as a body, but as 
IRISHMEN, united by one- will and intereft, find ourfelves mott re- 
Ju&tantly compelled by different attacks, immediately pointed at our 
honour, to defend ourfelves as a diftinct people; our loyalty has been 
traduced, our views mifreprefented, and our conduct defamed ; we con- 
ceive that finking under fuch infamous and audacious flander would be 

the 


\ 
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the ruin of our country, and bereave us of the affections of our king 
and our fellow-fubje&ts, for we have learnt from the hiftory of all na- 
tions, but particularly from our own, that unrefuted calumnies lead 
from the extin&ion of the honeft fame of a nation, to the final ex- 
tinétion of her ijiberties, 

Refolved therefore, That it is a bafe and fcandalous falfehood that 
the catholics of Ireland ever entertained the thought or harboured the 
project, either in private or public, of fevering the fitter countries from 
each other, or of renouncing their loyalty and gratitude towards a fove~ 
reign, to whom, of all who ever fat upon the throne, they are the moft 
indebted. 

Refolved, That the catholics of Ireland never fought ary other boon 
but that of equal law and equal liberty, fuch as Engiifhmen poffefs, and 
fach as is equaily the right of Irifhmen, and that they are fatisfied for 
ever to abide by one common fate with Englifhmen, fo that they may for 
ever enjoy the common bleffings of the conftitution, as eftablifhed in 
Fing, lords, and commons, under a feparate legiflature, and a common 

Ing. : ; 

Refolved, That the general committee of the catholics never exercifed 
the right of taxation in any one inftance, nor any other right but in 
abfolute fubordination to the laws of their country, nor can we under- 
fiand how thefe proceedings and purfuits can be accounted criminal, un 
lefs it is proved that the Britifh conftitution, the fole objet of thofe pur- 
fuits, isa code of iniquity and vice, which ought to be rejected with detef- 
tation, and not contended for at the hazard of every thing dear to man. 

Refolved, That we are unalterably attached to the peace, happinefs, 
union, and liberty of Ireland, and therefore from our hearts abhor and 
reprobate any difturbances, which may endanger the pofteffion of thofe 
invaluable objects, and that we recommend mott ferioufly and earneftly 
to our catholic brethren, to joir and co-operate in every loyal and con- 
ftitutional meafure to fupprefs them, be their authors whom they may. 

Refolved, That we highly approve of the conduét of our late com- 
mittee, who have proved us not unworthy of freedom, by evincing our 
loyalty to our king, our gratitude to the legiflature and our friends, 
and our unceafing defire to fulAll his majelty’s gracious wifh to unite 
all claffes and deicriptions of the people, in fupport of our moft excel- 
lent conttitution. ; 

Refolved, That the filly affertion which has been publicly made— 
that the catholics of the county of Wexford, were induced to join the 
committee by the promife of ten pounds a year, freehold, to the lower 
claffes—is equally devoid of probability and truth, and deferves nothing 
but our contempt. ‘ 

Refolved, That thefe refolutions be publithed, and that our chairman 
do tranfmit a copy to each of the gentlemen who were delegated to the 
Kate general committee, 


Tt To 
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No. VI. 


To GEORGE GILES, efq, high-theriff of the county of Wexfords 

WE, the underfigned freeholders of the county of Wexford, requeft 
you will‘convene a meeting of your bailliwick, on as early a day as 
poffible, to prepare an addrefs, &c, &c. to the lord lieutenant, on his 
excellency’s apprehended departure from this kingdom. 


Cornelius Grogan John Richards Michael Mafterfon 
Efaac Cornock Edward Hay ~ William Barrett 
Arthur Meadows Barth. Sparrow Loftus Richards 
Jehn Grogan Jothua Pounden — Thomas Efmonde- 
Matthew Keugh | Clement Wolefley John Johnfton 

~ William Hatton James Drury | William Pitzhenry 
Anthony Lee Rob, Shap, Carew Robert Meyler ‘ 
John Colclough Matthew Derenzy: Frederick Flood 
‘Thomas Richards Jofhua Nuno Thomas Grogan Knox 
Wilitam Taibot Goddard Richards Jofiva Nunn 
Edward Sutton John Pounden John Harvey 
Pat. Keating William Wheeler - William Kellett 
Rich, Waddy, M.D, John Wheeler PonndenArmitrong Browne 
John Meyler Stephen Lett | James Furlong 
Loftus Hatton Jofeph Stringer Charles Vero 
Harvey Hay William Barker Dudley Colklough 
Matthew Talbot John Stringer William Harvey 
Solomon Richards | Anthony Rudd B.. B. Harvey 





6 The forevome requifition to the high foeriff, as well as the following ta. 
the mogifirates are copied from the. public papers, from fome unaccountable 

accident without dates, as the original has been loft or miflaid, The au- 

‘thor is particularly cautious not to introduce a particle that is not clearly 

jébjiantiated, however, it is as certain, that many days interwened, which 

he hopes at afulure period to be able to afcertain exactly, 


ert 


To the MaGisTRATES of the county of Wexford, 
GENTLEMEN, 

We the underfigned freeholders of faid county, being informed that 
the high-fheriff is not in his bailiwick, and deeming it highly necef= 
fary, at this awfuh and alarming crifis, that this refpeétable county 
fhould meet for the above purpofe, requeft that you will pleafe to con- 

_vene the freeholders and inhabitants of faid county as foon as poffible, 


Frederick Flood John Johnfton ‘Armftrong Browne 
Jofhua Nunn William Talbot John Colclough 
William Hatten ‘Loftus Hatton ‘Thomas Richards 
Matthew Taibot Rich. Waddy, M. D. Loftus Richards 
John Harvey, | Edward Hay William Harvey 
Edward Sutton B. B. Harvey © 

Matthew Kxuglr ’ Wiliam Kellett 





In compliance with the above 'requifition, we, the undernamed ma~ 
giftrates of faid county, vequeft a meeting of the freeholders and inhas 
bitants of the county, at the county court-houfe, on Monday the 23d. 
inflant, at twelve o’clock. 

- Wexford, 17th March, 1799. 
Cornelins Grogan Harvey Hay 
Ifaac Cornock , John Grogan, 
Thomas Grogan Knox 


At 


\ 
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Ata numerous meeting of the frecholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford, in the county court-houfe, on the #34 of March, 1795. 
CorneLivs GRoGAN, efg. in the chair. 
The following refolutions paffed unanimoufly 3 

Refolved, That the refolutions of the freeholders and inhabitants of 
this county in favour of catholic emancipation and reform, adopted by 
them at a county meeting, held at Wexford on the rith day of January, 
3793, be now read: mene 7 

Refolved; ‘That we continue of the fame opinion as declared by us 
at the above meeting. f 

Refolved, That earl Fitzwilliam, by the wifdom of his meafures, and 
by calling to bis councils thofe men who have at all times promoted the 
union and fupported the interefts of the people, and proved themfelves 
the true friends of their king, the conftitution and their country, has 
defervedly obtained the confidence and inerited the gratitude of Irifhmen, 
' Refelved, That we have good reafon to be convinced that the fudden 
recall of fo PATRIOTIC a nobleman, at that moment when thofe 
friends of Ireland who had obtained his confidence, were bringing for- 
ward meafures, that would have promoted the UNION of the people 
and encreafed the ftrength of the empire, could have no other fource 
than in the malignant fchemes aid interference of a Jate adminiftration, 
(fupported by the influence of certain members of the Britith cabinet) 
who knew that whilft his lordMip remained in the government they 
could no longer purfue a detefted fyftem of meafures—which feemed 
more calculated for the purpofes of corruption, oppreffion, and perfecue 
tion, than the profperity of the ftate, 

Refolved, That ftrongly impreffed by our paft experience of fo dan- 
gerous an adminiftration, it is not without reafon we read the return of 
the men who formed it, into power, and the revival of a fyftem which 
filled the minds of the people with terror and alarm, and hada fatal 
tendency to create difunion and difaffection, and we call upon every man 
who regards the fafety of the empire to come forward and deprecat¢ 
the return of that adminiftration into power, and thereby refcue the 
pation from plunder, diffatisfadtion, and difunion, 

Refolved, That an humble petition to the king, expreffive of our fenti- 
ments on this occafion, be forthwith drawn up and Jaid before us for our 
approbation, and that a committee be appointed to prepare the fame—~ 
which being read, 

Refolved, That we approve of faid petition, and that Cornelius 
Grogan, Edward Hay, and B. B. Harvey, efqrs. do prefent the fame to 
his majefty. 

Refolved, That we fhould ill deferve the patriotic intentions of earl 
Fitzwilliam to this country, if we did not declare our fenfe of them pre 
vious to his Jordfhip’s departure from this kingdom. 

Refolved therefore, That an addrefs be prepared by the committee 
accordingly, which being read— 

Refolyed, That we approve of the faid addrefs, and that fir Thomas 
Efmonde, bt. fir Frederick Flood, bt, and Wm. Harvey, efq; convey 
faid addrefs to earl Fitzwilliam. 

Refolved, That we congratulate our ¢ountrymen of the roman 
catholic perfuafion, on the liberal and honorable tettimony which fo 
many counties, cities, and towns, have borne to the juftice and policy 
of their-claims. 

Refolved, That the thanks of this meeting are jaftly due to MR. 
GraTeran, for his honeft and patriotic attention, as well.in as-out of 
sae _ powers 
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power, to thofe meafures which on former occafions he had fupported 
and brought forward, and allo for his fpirited and conftitutional anfwer 
to the addrefs of the roman catholics of Dublin. ; 

Refolved, That we do publicly thank and entertain a due fenfe of the 
merits of thofe members of both houfes of parliament, who have uni- 
formly ftcod forward the advocates of thofe indifpenfably neceflary mea- 
fures for the prefervation of our conftitution, the emancipation of our 
catholic brethren, and a reform in the reprefentation of the people in 
parliament. : r 

Refolved, That thefe our refolutions of thanks be communicated by 
our worthy chairman to his GRACE the DUKE of LEINSTER, and the 
RIGHT HON. HENRY GRaTTAN. 

Refolved, That our peculiar thanks are due to the magiftrates who fo 
properly and {piritedly complied with the requifition to convene this 
meeting in the abfence of the high fheriff, who was not in the county. 





At anumerous meeting of the freehoiders and inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford, convened by public notice, held at the county court- 
houfe on the 23d of March 1795, 

‘The following petition to the KING was unanimoufly adopted. 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY, 

We, your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the freeholders 
and inhabitants of the county of Wexford, convened by -themagiftrates 
thereof in abfence of the fheriff, beg leave to approach your throne, 
and with permiffion of our moft gracious fovereign, to exprefs our at- 
tachment to your majefty’s family and government, in full confidence 
that our benevolent fovereign will vouchfafe to hear bis fubje&ts in whofe 
hearts he reigns, and whole love for his facred perfon will ever lead them 
to fupport with their lives and ‘their properties his throne and his | 
government. — -ataamense o: 

With gratitude we received as a fignal inftance of our auguft fove- 
yeign’s beneficence to his, Irith people, the appointment of earl Fitze 

William to the government of this kingdom, a nobleman whofe wifdom 

and whofe virtues peculiarly qualified bim to be the beloved viceroy, 

who would adminifter to the inhabitants of Ireland, that happinefs and 
union we know your majefty would with to be the lot of all your people ; 
and we anticipated the happy confequence from earl Fitz-William’s ad- 
miniftration, when we had obferved he had called to his councils thofe 
men who were moft con{picuous in the nation for their abilities, and 
their attachment to the intereft of their king and the conftitution of 
their country ; and whofe meafures promifed a juft appropriation of the 
public revenues, and additional ftrength te the empire. But particularly 
we contemplated with the moft heartfelt joy, the union of all-your ma- 
Jelty’s fubjeéts, by the removal of thofe civil diftin&tions arifing from 
difference in religious’ opinion—a meafure of fuch invaluable wifdom, 
as would for ever thield the throne of our revered fovereign, with the un- 
conquerable phalanx of a loyal and brave people. But thefe our moft flat- 
tering expectations being fafpended by the removal of earl Fitz- Williams 
from the government of Ireland, we beg leave to reprefent to our moft 
gracious fovereign, our. fears and apprehenfions left thefe_ men whofe 
advice had for {everal years paft direéted the adminiftration of affairs, 
thould again be called into the confidence and councils of government. 

We beg leave to reprefent that-a contempt for your people, and a pro- 

digality and wafte of the public revenues, diftinguifhed their adminiftra- 

tion, we therefore deprecate the return of fuch men into power and 
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eonfidence, as dangerous to your majefty’s intereft and the welfare of 
your people, and at this awful and alarming crifis, moft humbly throw 
ourfelves for relief on the benevolence and affeétion of our moft gracious 
fovereign, in humble confidence that his majefty will be pleafed to re- 
ftore to a grateful nation, the profpeét of thofe bleffings which we fo 
anxioufly hoped for, and call again to your councils thefe men whofe 
meafures mutt enfure the profperity and ftrength of the empire, and in 
whom your people place their hopes and their confidence. z 
Subfcribed by twenty-t@o thoufand two hundred and fifty-one figs 
natures, prefented to the king at St. James’s, 22d of April 1795. 





Yo his excellency, WILLIAM, EARL Firz- WILLIAM, lord lieutenant, 

general, and general governor of Ireland. 

The addrefs of the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wex- 
ford, convened by public notice, at the court-houfe at Wexford, 23d 
of March 1795. 

CoRNELIUS GROGAN. efq. in the chair. 
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wexford, 
beg leave, in the prefent alarming ftate of affairs in this kingdom, to 
exprefs to your excellency, the fentiments of regret which we feel at the: 
information we have received, of your excellency’s departure from this, 
kingdom. 
~ When we beheld your lordfhip commencing your government in this 
country, by the propofition of meafures the moft juft and the moft 

‘ politic, the removal of civil diftinétions on account of differences in re= 
fetoos opinions, and the inveftigation of abufes, which time and cor= 
ruption had introduced into fome departments of the ftate—when we 
beheld your lordfhip calling to your councils thofe men who were moft 
confpicuous in the nation for their attachment to its interefts and the 
true fpirit of the conftitution—men in whofe integrity the people placed 
their hopes and their confidence, we exulted in the glad propofal of uni 
on and harmony, and we anticipated with joy the approaching happinefs 
of the people. The honeft and virtuous were in{pirited, the corrupt, 
the factious and the rapacious oppreffor, alone felt difappointment and ‘ 
chagrin. : 

But fhould your excellency withdraw from the government of Ireland, 
thefe our moft anxious hopes mult yield to apprehenfion and defpondencys 
we dread left a fet of men, as odious as they are vindictive and tyran- 
nical, fhould return into power, and revive a fyftem of meafures which 
difunited the people, and were dangerous to his majefty’s interefts and 
the fafety of his kingdom. ‘The memory of the unhappy difcontents 
and divifions, which were produced by the evil councils of fuch meng 
heightens our regret at the recall of a governor, whofe wife and conci- 
liatory meafures would have infallibly promoted the union of the people, 
the ftrength of the nation, and the ftability of the conftitution, 

Happy then in that reward which the good and virtuous alone can 
know, the confcioufnefs of an upright mind, receive from a grateful 
people, their thanks and their gratitude. And may our gracious fove= 
reign, when he fhall have difmiffed from his councils, thofe men who 
haye unfortunately for this country, too long befet his throne, finally 
beftow on your lordfhip, every royal favour to which your fervices an 

~ your virtues fo juftly entitle you. : : 

, Signed by order of the meeting, 

- “CORNELIUS GROGAN, chairmany 

THOMAS RICHARDS, fecretary. 
rete Among 
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Among the many loffes the author fuftained during the diftraled flate. 
of the county of Wexford, he has, on this occasion, particularly to lament 
ihe anfwer of earl Firzwittiam, Independent of its prophetic allufion, 
it alfo contained Jentiments that would be highly gratifying to the friends of 
Ireland. | This, and many other unavoidable wants in this work, tt is te’ 
be hoped may be given to the public in a future publication, 
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AT a numerous meeting of the magiftrates of the county of Armagla 
~ convened on the 28th of December, 17955. at the: fpecial inftance of 
bord GosForD, governor. His lordthip having taken the chair, opened: 
the bufinefs of the meeting by the following addreis ; 
GENTLEMEN, 

HAVING requefted your attendance here this day, it becomes my 
daty to fate the:grounds upon which I thought it advifeable to pro- 
pofe this meeting, and at the fame time to fubmit to your confideration 
# plan which occurs to me as moft likely to check the enormities that 
have already brought difgrace upon this county, and may foon reduce it 
knto deep diftrefs, : ; i 
_ Ee is no fecret that a perfecution accompanied with all the circum- 
fiances of ferocious cruelty, which have in all ages diftinguifhed that 
dreadful calamity is now raging inthis county. Neither age nor fex 
or ever’ acknowledged innosence as to any guilt in the late difturbances 
is fuflicient to excite mercy, much lefs ro afford proteétion. 

The only crime which the wretched objets of this ruthlefs perfecu- 
tion are charged with, is a crime, indeed, of ealy proof—it is fimply a 
profeflion of the roman catholic faith, or an intimate connexion with a 
perlon protefling this faith, . Alawlefs banditti have conftituted them- 
felves judges of this new fpecies of delinquency, and the fentence they 
have denounced is equally concife and terrible !—~It is nothing lefs thaa 
a confifcation of ali property, and an immediate banifhment. sa 

Ft would be extremely painful and furely unneceffary to detail the hor- 
rors that attend the execution of forude and tremendous a profcription 
“A. profeription that certainly exceeds in the comparative number of 
thofe it configns to ruin and mifery, every example that ancient or mo- 
dern hiftory can fupply : for where have we heard, or in what flory, of 
human cruelties have we read of more than half the inhabitants of a 
populous country deprived at one blow of the means as well as of the 
iruits of their induftry, and driven in the midft of an inclement feafon 
to feek a thelter for themfelves and their he!ple(s families where chance 
may guide them. : roa ‘ 

This is no exaggerated picture of the horrid {cenes now acting in this 
county. Yet furely it is fufficient to awaken fentiments of indignation 
and compaflion in the coldeft bofoms.—Thefe horrors are now aéting 
with impunity.—The fpirit of impartial juftice (without which law is 
nothing better than an inftrument of tyranny.) has for a time difappeared, 
un this county, and the fupinenefs of the magiftracy of Armagh 1s be- 
come a common topic of converfation in every corner of the kingdom, ~ 
|: tis faid in reply—The catholics are dangerous--They may be fo— 
They may be dangerous from their numbers, and {till more dangerous 
from their unbounded views they bave been encouraged to entertain 5 
: ; but 
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but I will venture to affert, without fear of contradi&ion, that thefe 
ee are not more contrary to humanity than they are to found 
policy. 

It is to be lamented, that no civil magiftrate happened to be prefent 
with the military detachment on the night of the 21ft inflant—but I 
troft the fuddenefs of the occafion, the unexpected and inftantaneous 
‘aggreffion on the part of the delinquents will be univerfally admitted 
as a full vindication of the conduct of the officer and the party acting 

“ander his command, ; f 

Gentleaien, I have the honour to hold a fituation in this countrys 
which calls upon me to deliver my fentiments, and I do it without fear 
and without difgnife. 

I am as frve a proteftant as any gentlemen in thisroom. f inherit a 
property which my family derived under a proreftant title, and with the 
bleffing of God, I will maintain that title to the utmoft of my power, 
I will never confent to make a facrifice of proteftant afcendency to ca+ 

tholic claims, with whatever menace they may be urged, or however 
Apecioufly or invidioufly fopported.’ 

Confcious of my fincerity in this public declaration, which I do not 
make unadviledly, but as the refult of mature deliberation, I defy the 
paltry infinuations that malice or party-fpirit may foggett 

I know my own heart, and I fhould delpife myfelf if under any inti« 
‘midation I could clofe my eyes againft fuch feenes as prefent themfeives 

on every fide, or my ears againft the complaints of a perfecuted people, 

I thould be guilty of an unpardonable injuitice to the feelings of 
gentlemen here prefent, were I to fay more on this fubje&t. 1 have now 
acquitted mylclf to my confcience and my country, and take the li- 
berty of propofing the following refolutions : 

1. That it appears to this meeting, that the county of Armagh ie 
at this moment in a ftate of uncommon diforder: that the roman ca- 
tholic inhabitants are grievoufly oppreffed by lawlels perfons unknown, 


who attack and plunder their houfes by night, and toreaten them with . 


infant deftruétion, unlefs they immediately abandon their lands and 
habitations. * 

2. That a committee of magiftrates be appointed to fit on Tuefdays 
and Saturdays in the chapter-room in the town of Armagh, to receive 

jnformation sgainft all perfons of whatever defcription, who difturb the 
peace of this county, % 

"4. That the inflru@ion of the whole body of magiftrates to their 
committee fhail be to ufe every legal means within their power to flop 
the progrefs of the perfecution now carrying om by an ungovernabis 
mob, again the roman catholic inhabitants of this county. 

4. That &id committee or any three of them be empowered to ex- 

end any fum or fums of money, for information or iecret fervice out 
of the fund inbfcribed by the gentlemen of this county. 

5. That a meeting of the whole body of the magiftracy be: heid 
every fecond Monday at the houfe of mr. Charles Mi: Reynolds, an the 
town of Armagh to hear the reports of the comitiee, and to give fuck 
farther in@rudtions as the exigency of the eafe may require. 

6. That offenders of every deicription in the prcient diurbances 
Gral! be profecuted cut of the fund fubfcribed by the gentlemen of this 

- county. 

From the Dublin Journal of January the sth, 1799 3 and copied in 

all the papers in Iresaad, ; : 


Ne, 
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No. VIII. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
GENERAL ORDERS, : Dublin, 26th February, 1798. 


THE very difgraceful frequency of courts-martial, and the many 
complaints of irregularities in the conduct of the troops in this king- 
dom, having too unfortunately proved the army to bein a ftate of licen= 
tioufnefs, which muft render it. formidable to every one but the enemy, 
The commander in chief, thinks it neceflary to demand from all generals 
commanding diftrié&ts and brigades, as well as commanding officers of 
regiments, that they exert themfelves, and compel from all officers under 
their command, the ftriéteft and moft unremitting attention to the dif- 
cipline, good order and conduct of their men, fuch as may reftore the 
‘high and diftinguithed reputation, the Britith troops have been accuf- 
tomed to enjoy in every part of the world. It. becomes neceflary to 
wecur and moft pointedly to attend to the ftanding orders of the king- 
dom, which at the fame time, that they dire&t military affiftance to 
be given at the requifition of the civil magiftrate, pofitively forbid the 
troops toact (but in cafe of attack) without his prefence and authority; 
and the moft clear and precife orders are to be given to the officer com- 
manding the party for this purpofe. The utmoft prudence and precau- 
tion are alfo to be ufed in granting parties to revenue officers, both with 
refpect to the perfon requiring fuch affiftance, and thofe employed on the 
duty ; whenever a guard is mounted, patroles muft be frequently fent 
out, to take up every foldier who may be found out of his quarters after 
his hours. 

Avery culpable remifsnefs having alfo appeared on the part of officers, 
refpecting the necefflary infpection of barracks, quarters, mefles, &c. as 
well as attendance at roll calls, and other hours, commanding officers 
mutt enforce the attention of thofe under their command to thofe points, 
and the general regulations, for all which the ftricteft refponfibility will 
be expected for themfelves, , 

It is of the utmoft importance that the difcipline of the dragvon regi- 
ments fhould be minutely attended to, for the facilitating of which, the 
commander in chief has difpenfed with the attendance of orderly dra- 
goons on him/felf ; and defires that they may not be employed by any ge- 
neral or commanding officer, but on military and indifpenfable bufinefs. 

Lietitenant-general Craic, Eaftern diftri&t. 
Barracks, Dublin. ; 


SLT I A es 


No. IX. 


By order of the council for direSting the affairs of the people of the county 
WEXFORD. 
Oatus to be taken by all the UNITED ARMY, in the moft public and 
folemn manner. 


Teft oath. 


IN the awful-prefence of God, I, A. B, do voluntarily declare, that 

I will perfevere in endeavouring to form a brotherhood of affeGtion among 
Irifhmen of every religious perfuafion ; and that I will alfo perfevere in 
my endeavours to obrain an equal, full, and adequate reprefentation of 
ail the people of Ireland.—I do further declare, that neither hopes, 
fears; 
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fears, rewards, or punifhments, not ‘even death, fhall ever induce me, 
directly or indirectly, to inform on or give evidence againft any member 
or members of this or fimilar focieties, for any aét or expreffion of theirs, 
done or made collectively or individually, in or out of this fociety, in 
purfuance of the {pirit gt this obligation. —So help me God. 


eet 


Oath of a private, | ’ 

I, A. B. do folemnly and fincerely {wear, and take God, and his only 
fon our lord Jefus Chrift, to witnefs, that I will at all times be obedient 
to the commands of my officers—that I am ready to lay down my life 
for the good of my country—that I have an ayerfion to plunder, and to 
the fpilling of innocent blood—that I will fight courageoufly in the field, 
and have mercy where it can be given—that I wili avoid drunkennefs as 
tending to diforder and ruin-that I will endeavour to make as many 
friends and as few enemies as poflible-—that above all, I deteft a coward, 


_ and that I will look upon bim as an enemy who will fLand back in the 


time of battle.—-So help me God. 


4s 





Oath of an officer. 

In the awfal prefence of God, who knows the hearts and thoughts of 
allmen, and calling my country to witnefs, 1, A. B. officer in, &c. do 
folemnly fwear, that I do not confider my life my own when my country 
demands it—that I confider the prefent moment calls fora proof of the 
fincerity of that fentiment;°and I am ready and defirous to ftand the 
teft; and doaver, that [am determined to die, or lead to vi&tory ; and 
that all my aétions fhall be*direGted to the profperity of the common 
caufe, uninfluenced by any inferior motive: and I further declare my 
ufter averfion to all-alarmifts, union breakers, and cowards, and my 
refpe&t and obedience to the commands of fuperior officers.—So help 
me God. 

By order of the council, 





Done at the council chamber, B. B. HARVEY, prefident, 
Wexford, June 14, 1798. NICHOLAS GRAY, fecretary, 
No. X. 


TO BREGADDEER MAGAR FIGGERALD, IN WAXFORD. 


PLAISE your honour as you war good enof get the general to give 
us pardon, and as you tould us, that if there was an occafion youd 
expeét that weed fite for our King and cuntry, and as ever willin to be up 
to our word, we fend this paper about the bifnefs, and if your honour 
ill giveus leave to fite weel do every thing your honour bids us, and we 
minded nothing elfe to. morrow but to fite for the kings officers again{t 
the French, and hopes your honour will excufe this hajfte an we wifhed 
to lofe no time, and excufe our not aowing how to fuch generals, but if 
your honour will get a memoral dran rite your honour may depend on 
us and put our names to it for us as in the inclofed. ; 

O’BRIEN, 
WALSH, and 
: SULLIVAN. 
Uo THE 
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FO THE GENERAL HUNTER, OR GOVERNOR OF WAXFORD, BELONG? 
ING TO KING GEORGE THE THIRD. 


We the Macamore boys was in the turn out againft the orrange-meny 
and to who your noble honour gave your moft grafous pardon for we 
never defarved any other if we war let alone, and being tould that the 
French was cumeing to take this cunttry fron? his royal highnefs the 
king, who we {wore to fite for, and in regard to ovr oath and to your 
lordthips goodnefs in keeping the orrange- men from killing us all, week 
fite til we die if your honour will give us leave, and weel go in front of 
the battle, and'we never ax to go in the back of the army, your honour 
will fend wid us, and if we'dont bate them weel never ax a bit to eats 
and as you gave us pardon and fpoke to the king about us as the bre- - 
gaddeer magar tould us and as we tould him weed never deceive your 
honour tho the black mob fays weel turn ont a bit again, but weel fhew 
them and the world if your honour will bid us, that weel fite and wont 
run away from the belt of them, and if your honour will fend dow 
the magar that was wid ws from your lordthip afore, or the honorable 
magar Curry, or the lord firrJames Fowler genera! of the Middle lothiit 
fogers in Waxford, and Jet them lave word at Peppers caftle and weel 
march into Waxford, go where your honour bids us, do any thing atal 
to fite for your honors and weel expect to hear from your honor what 
weel do, or if your honor will order a fignal to be made with a red flagy 
weel draw up and march as’ good as any fogers, and‘ as far as’ one or two 
thoughfand good ftout boys goes weel fite for your honour to the Ja man, 
and weer fure all the barneys ill do the fame if you will give them leaves 

Signed by the defire of allthe parithes in the Mackamores, 


O'BRIEN, 
t WALSH, and 
Augufl 27th, 1798. SULLIVAN? 





the author applied to major Fitz-Gerald for authentic copies of thé ad- 
dreffes ta him and general Hunter, from the inhabitants of the Macomores, 
offering their fervices to march againft the French, and received for anfwer, 
that he had no copy by him, although fuch addvefes had been forwarded, 
but not exaéily in the formin which tbe foregoing are therefore unavoidably 
introduced, «which wt is hoped mag be fufficient apology for the burlefqued 
manner they appear in, however tatended to undo the innate fpirit and 
intention of the originals. —— e , 

Major FitzGerald got feveral aeffages and notices from the Macomores, 
refpecting the arrival of Holt and Hacket—but was induced to fet out! 
invaediately on the receipt of a letter from a refpeGable gentleman, who 
ches not wifh to have hs name appear in print, but is authenticated, by 
: any in the hand writing of major Fits-Gerald, with his initials as 

allows. 





Dear Sir. 

Tam requefted by the refpectable farmers of this country, to entreat 
of you to come here without delay,. as the people are much agitated —< 
The induftry and domeftic happinefS which you eftablithed among them 
feems fufpended ; and to-moriow appears to be an appointed day for 
general meeting, Your appearance would certainly quiet the diftra@ted 
people, and I truft your humanity and ardent exertions will induce you 
to interfere.——If you honor me with an anfwer, and that you promife 
the people the pleafire of a vifit, the moft refpeCtable farmers are ready 

to 
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#oattend your arrival, and accompany you through the Macomores. I 
Femain in anxious expectation of feeing you, &c, &c. 
C——h—e, September 2d, 1798. G. §. 

Yo brigade major Fitz-Gerald, 


re 
No, XI. 


County Wexford STEPHEN LETT, jun. upholder and auétioneer 
to wit. bor Ennifcorthy, in faid county, came before me this 
re — day, and maketh oath on the holy evangelifts, that 
ae Philip Hay called upon deponent to value the furniture at Bal» 
enkeele, which he was to take from his brother Edward, Hay, and 
which he underftood formed part of a fettlement between them, previous 
to mr. Edward Hay leaving Ballenkeele. Deponent accordingly 
attended at Ballenkeele about the middle of May la(t, and on the walu- 
ation being made, captain Philip Hay declared they were too dear, and 
would not take them, In confequence of which, Whitfun -Monday 
was as an holiday confidered the beft day for a country anétion, re- 
quiring at leaft two market days to pot up printed advertifements, which 
was accordingly done.——Deponent avers that mr. Edward Hay was dif> 
treffed at this delay, as it was quite contrary to his inclinations, as he 
declared his intentions of leaving the country as fpeedily as poflible.— 
Deponent has often heard mr. Edward Flay declare in the moft folemn 
manner, that henever would become a member of any political fociety. 
Deponent retreated from Ennifcorthy to Wexford along with the army, 
on the 28th of May, 1798, and the day after Wexford was taken by the 
rebels, while the deponent was in a boat along with mr. O'Toole and 
family, with mrs, Lyfter, going to Edermine; verily believes that he 
would have been put to death, had not mr. Edward Hay thrown him- 
elf between the mob and the boat, and with great difficulty kept them 
off with a ftick, until he fhoved the boat from the quay. 
Sworn before me this 15th of November, 1798. 
STEPHEN LETT, jun. ISAAC CORNOCK, 
ferjeant.in the Ennifcor thy cavalry, a 








DEAR SIR, Wexford, 6th Fanstary, 1799 
% received your’s, and ‘thall with pleafure fay every thing in my power 
‘confittent with honor and. juftice, touching your charaéter fo far as I am 
capable of judging during the rebellion. At that time I confidered 
myfelf honored by your acquaintance, and the frequent vifits I paid 
you at Ballenkeele, and thé intimacy that exitted between us, leads . 
me to believe I could-form a juf opimion of your principles in political 
Matters, which we conftantly talked over. I moft folemnly declare L 
never heard you drop one fentence that was inimical to the conftitution, 
or government of our country, but the reverfe ; reprobating the conduct 
Of fuch as were difturbing the peace of the country, and condemning 
their proceedings ; and I have ‘heard you declare moft folemniy, that 
you never would belong to any political fociety whatever. Since my 
return to Wexford, after the country was recovered, I have not heard 
any man fay you committed an a&t that would difgrace your name, which 
3 verily believe, from what I experienced, and alfo was informed of 
, : ares Dus youg . 
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your humane and tender aétions to individuals of every defcription. I 
remain, with warmeft wifhes for your {peedy liberation, 
Dear fir, your’s moft truly, 
To EDWARD HAY, efq; - ARTHUR MURPHY, 
Wexford gaol. Jieut. Healthfield cavalry, 





to wit. rebel chief in the Jate rebellion, voluntarily maketh 
oath that the rebels vowed_ vengeance again{t mr. 
Edward Hay, for aiding and affifting the late Edward Turner, efq; who 
was a magiftrate for faid county, on the furrender of their arms and 
pikes at Newpark, on Saturday, the 26th of May, 1798, thereby fup- 
pofing him their enemy. Deponent faith, that the rebels conftanily 
during the rebellion, called for mr. Edward Hay, to go out to their 
camps and take the command ; and if faid Edward would not, he fhould 
be put to death by them. Deponent faith, that from the hate and 
violence of the rebels, and their threats againft faid Edward, ‘his per- 
fonai fafety became uncertain and precarious: and the more fo, as fre- 
quent reprefentations were made to the rebels by certain perfons that had 
influence among them, that faid Edward was inimical to them. Depo- 
nent faith, that faid Edward never carried arms, attended the rebel 
camps, or did any thing to conciliate the rebels, Deponent faith, he 
was in Wexford on the 20th of June 1798, being the day of the maf- 
facre on the bridge, wheré deponent faw mr, Edward Hay exert himfelf 
with zeal and activity, in preventing the wicked and blood-thirfty de- 
figns of the rebe!s ; and faith, that the faid Edward in doing fo, expofed 
himfelf to almoft ‘inevitable deftraction. “Deponent faith, that the 
rebels loudly declared mr. Hay to be their enemy, that his whole 
defigns were to proteé& their enemies the orangemen ; and if he was not 
one himfelf, hé would not oppofe them, (the rebels) and exert himfelf 
for the proteétion of orangemen,. : 3 
. . Sworn before me this 18th day of April, 1799, ES 

EDWARD ROCHE, | EBEN JACOB. 


ny 


County viet Edward Roche of Garrilough, who aéted as a 





DEAR SIR, E: 

IN compliance with your requeft, and having received a fummons to 
attend your trial, I fhall relate the circumftances I recolle& of your 
condv& during the rebellion, as you mention you want to have your 
inftructions made out for your lawyers previous to the affizes.—I was 
taken prifoner along with lord Kingfborough and captain O’Hea, on 
the 2d day of June; 1798. We were confined .together in a houfe 
in Wexford, with a ftrong guard on us. From the great fury of 
the people againft lord Kingfborough, we expected every moment to be 
pet to death, Mr, Edward Hay vifited us frequently, and we clearly 
perceived his difpofition to afford us every confolation in his power, as he 
took every opportunity he could of foftening our captivity, and has 
frequently conduéted my wife and family to fee me at a time it was ex- 
tremely dangerous to feem or appear friendly to us. Whenever we ex- 
perienced any kind of diftreis, we always fent fot mr. Hay, who readily - 
came to us, and never left us without our being convinced he would do 
his utmoft to be of fervice tous. I have every reafon to believe he 
faved our lives on feveral occafions when the mob were for bringing us 
out and putting us to death. One day in particular, I perfeétly recolle&t - 
his ftanding with his back to the door of the houfe in which we were 
confined, where he remained unti} the tumultuous crowd had diff perfed, 

whe 
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who fought our inftant deftruction. I always heard mr. Hay exprefs 
his horror at any barbarous proceedings of the rebels, and his earneft 
wifh that peace and good order might be reftored. Various reports 
being circulated that tended to roufe and irritate the paffions of the 
people to revenge, that the army had committed the greateft’ exceffes, 
which alarmed us and all the reft of the prifoners in Wexford for our 
fituation ; we as ufual confulted mr. Hay on this peculiar caufe of dif- 
trefs, and found him particularly anxious to forward a treaty of nego- 
ciation of prifoners propofed by lord Kingfborough as the beft mode of 
re-eftabiifhing peace and good order. During this dilemma letters had 
been forwarded through the rebel camps from-Dablin to lord Kingfbo- 
rough, in anfwer to which was confidered a favourable opportunity of 
forwarding this meafure, which mr, Hay readily undertook, and he ac- 
cordingly conduéted captain M‘Manus to confult with us, and in confe- 
quence a letter was written by lord Kingfborough in the name of all the 
prifoners, among whom were thirteen officers, a great number of yeomanry 
officers, and principal gentlemen of the county, intimating that they were 
well treated, and in every refpect prifoners of war; hoping therefore that 
the prifoners taken by the army might meet with the like good treat~ 
ment that they did, otherwife they feared reprifals might be made, and 
our deftru&tion inevitable, which propofal was confided to my charge, and 
with which I was to proceed to the next commanding officer of the | 
army, and to return with the anfwer with all convenient fpeed. I ac- 
cordingly fet off from Wexford on the 14th day of June, 1798, and 
proceeded as far as Ennifcorthy, where I was ftopped by the people, and 
not allowed to proceed any farther, and obliged to return to Wexford 
the next day, at which difappointment we felt our fituation more alarm 
ing than ever, and experienced in a greater degree the confoling vifits 
of mr. Hay, who was truly concerned at this difappointment.—I never 
Knew nor heard of mr, Hay having any command among the rebels, or did 
I ever fee him appar in arms or wear any mark of diftinction or uni- 
form, which I had a daily opportunity of witneffing, had it beea dG AG 
the houfe in which we were confined was fituated in the bull-ring, and 
commanded a full view of the moft. frequented ftreets in Wextord, 
through which all the armed men in the town paffed and repafled twice 
a day. 

Among the many attentions paid us by mr. Hay, he brought us 
letters that had been dire&ted to us, and had fallen into the hands of the 
rebels, which if made public to them might have proved our inflane 
deftruction, for which piece of fervice mr. Hay narrowly efcaped with 
his life, as captain Keugh, who then commanded in Wexford, ex~ 
prefled great anger on hearing it from lord Kingfborough, who inad- 
vertently mentioned mr, Hay having done fo, and mr. Hay was after- 
wards conftantly prevented from vifiting us by order of captain Keugh. 

On the 20th day of June, 1798, the day of the ,maffacre on the 
bridge of Wexford, confidering our fituation more critical than ever, 
we wifhed to fee wr, Hay ; lord Kingfborough fent for him, and he im- 
mediately attended, but was denied admittance to us) but we fpoke to 
him out of the window, and he declared to us, that as long as he was 
alive himfelf, we might depend wpon every exertion of his. We had at 
Jaft the confolation of mr. Hay being admitted up ftairs to us at eight 
o'clock in the evening, we found him beyond expreflion affected at the 
cruelties that had been committed, which he had in’ vain done every thing 
in his power to prevent, and anxious to undertake any thing for the 
fafety of the prifoners. After a variety of confultation, lord King{- 

borough 
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borough and mr. Hay agreed to go out to meet the army that was ap- 
proaching Wexford, in order to fave the town from deftruction, The 
Wexford-men that had gone out of the town that day returned from the 
battle of Fooks’s-mill, whilft mr, Hay was {till with us, he then pro- 
pofed to go and confult the principal inhabitants who he had not the 
f{malleft doubt would agree to and facilitate the plan ; it being then late at 
night, he promifed to return early in the morning to fet off along with 
lord Kingfborough, who was fo anxious to carry this project into execu- 
_ tion, that he was dreffed in full regimentals, and completely ready to fet 
out at three o’clock in the morning of the z1ft of June, 1798, at which 
time he fent tor Mr. Hay, who inftantly came, reprefented to lord Kingf- 
borough the danger of his going out equipped as he was, for it would prove 
their inevitable deftruétion, if i went without the confent of the people. 
Lord Kingfborough then entreated mr. Hay to haften a meeting of the 
principal inhabitants, and to have the drum beat to arms, and the men 
would {peedily repair to parade, where their confent might be obtained, 
as the fimalleft delay would prove the deftru€tion of the town and ail its 
inhabitants. Mr. Hay inftantly complied, and returned with an account 
of the Wexford men having agreed tothe pian with the greateft alacrity, ; 
and it had been further refolved on, that lord King {borough fhotld not 
leave the town, which fhould be inftantly furrendered to him as military 
commander ; and that doétor Jacob had re-affumed the office of mayor, 
all of which was immediately carried into effect with fome oppofition on 
the part of captain Keugh, who wanted to retain the command, but 
was moft fpiritedly oppofed by mr, Hay. Mr. Hay fet off with captain 
M‘Manus, as foon as lord Kingiborough could write out the neceflary 
difpatches to the next commanding officer of his majefty’s forces, an- 
mouncing the town of Wexford being furrendered to him ; and that in 
confequence of ‘the behaviour of thofe in the town during the rebellion, 
they thould all be proteéted in perfon and property ; murderers ex~- 
cepted, and thofe who had inftigated others io commit murder, hoping 
that thefe terms might be ratified, as he had pledged his honour 
in the moft folemn manner to have thefe terms fulfilled on the town 
being furrendered to him, the Wexford-men not being concerned in 
the maffacre which was perpetrated by country people in their ab- 
fence. I {aw mr, Hay on his return from general Lake on the 22d day 
of June, 179%, when lord Kingfborough confidered himfelf under fo 
many obligations to him, which he acknowledged in the ftrongeft terms, 
and infifted he thould live in the houfe with him, where mr. Hay re- 
mained with us until we left Wexford on the 2gth of June, during 
which period I have repeatedly heard him exprefs a defire fo be brought 
to trial if any thing was alleged againft him, as he would wifh to have 
the benefit of onr teftimony before we went to Waterford. I confider 
inyfelf bound on all occafions that may be afforded me, and I think it an 
indifpenfable duty to do juftice to the meritorious conduét of mr. Hay 
Guring the rebellion in Wexford ; and aétuated by principles of honor 
and‘gratitude I think myfelf bound to prove and fubfcribe to. 


MICHAEL BOURKE, 

Sallins, Fune, 3d. 4799. Paymafter North Cork militia. 

To EDWARD HAY, efg. Wexford gaol. 

T believe the above account of mr. Bourke, with the alteration I 
have made to be true, 
: KINGSTON. 

SIRy 
oe 


. Alteration alluded to is in Italic, 
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Sir, Colney, December 14th, 1799. 
From what I faw of your conduét whilft I was at Wexford a prifoner, 
Tam convinced that you did all in your power to fave the people whom 
the rebels wifhed to murder, and myfelf among that number 3 and it 
was through ‘you that the town of Wexford was given up to me, which 
circumftance I believe, faved the lives of many ; and by what I have heard 
from you of your trial, do think you have been very unjuftly perfecuted. 


Tam your mo obedient humble fervant, 
To EDWARD HAY, efq. KINGSTON.. 
Sir, Dublin, March 19, 1800. 


ACCORDING to your requeft I have made a proper retrofpeét on 
the circumftances you allude to in your letter of the 17th, and recolle& 
perfeétly when a memorial was prefented to major-general Hunter on 
your part, from on board a prifon-thip, denying that you had ever pe- 
titioned for tran{portation, and to be liberated under the general pro- 
clamation ; that the general had a very good difpofition to liberate you, 
and believe would have complied with your petition, but on queftioning 
the committee, they ftill afferted you had petitioned for tran{portation. 
General Hunter declared if fo, you fhould apply to his excellency the 

‘Jord lieutenant, and if you wifhed it would forward uch memorial. 
When you were afterwards removed from the prifon-fhip to the gaol 
on account of il] health, through the interference of general Craddock, 
a recommendation came by which I was fent to you to enquire more par- 
ticularly into your fituation, when you demonftrated the fa&ts fo clearly 
tome by documents, &c. I had every reafon to believe the general would 
liberate you on difeovering the iniquitous defigns of the committee, as 
I conceived you had fufficient proofs to-fhew the falfity of their affer- 
tion; but unfortunately for you at that period, the landing of the French 
in this kingdom obliged the general to depart haftily from Wexford, 
which left you and many more innocent perfons the victims of a perfe- 
cuting fanguinary party, which I call that vile body, commonly called 
the committee! ! f 

However 1 congratulate you on your happy efcape from becoming the 
victim of fuborned perjury, which to my kuowledge was too commonly 
reforted to in that town, under the pretext of law. 

I regret exceedingly general Hunter is notin the realm, as you would 
be certain to meet from him every honorable teftimony of your fitua- 
tion, as he never countenanced party of any kind, and was always ready 
to relieve the opprefled.—I fhall be happy at any time to come forward 
to atteft any thing that comes to my recollection, and fhould long fince 
unveil the horrid atrocious pratices of that town, if my public duties 
did not interfere, I with you may fucceed in getting redrefs ; and have 
the honour to remain, ; 

SiR, your obedient humble fervant, 
B. EDWARD FITZ-GERALD., 
To EDWARD HAY, efq. major of brigade. 





to wit. of the town of Wexford, mariner, came be- 








County of Wexford, i Margaret Breen, the wife of Matthew Breen, 


—————— } fore me this day, fi eely and voluntarily maketh 
oath on the holy evangelifts, and faith that fhe was’on board the floop 
Liberty in the harbour of Wexford, on the 29th day of May, the day 
before Wexford was furrendered to the rebels. Saith that onthe fame 
day deponent faw mr, Edward Hay take fhipping on board the veffel 
called the Adventure of Wexford, as deponent believes to make his 

efcape 
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efcape from the faid town. Saith that on the gift day of May, 1798, 
being the day after the town was poffeffed by the rebels, a furious mob 
came calling Joudly for Edward Turner, efq. deceafed, late magiftrate 
for faid county ; declaring, they would put him to death at the fame 
moment, and were about to deftroy the houfe wherein he the faid Edward 
‘Turner was concealed, Saith that the faid mr. Hay being informed of 
the defigns of the faid mob, interfered for mr, Turner’s protection, and 
expoftulated with them, faying that mr, Turner was his moft intimate 
friend, that he wasa good charitable man, and a protector of the poor, 
Saith that the mob on the warm folicitations of mr. Hay, were induced © 
to withhold their defign of murdering mr. Tufher; but infifted on his 
being fenta prifoner to the gaol. Deponent faith that in fome few days 
after the town was fo poffefféd by the rebels, fhe faw a great multitude 
affemble in aclamorous and riotous manner near the houfe where lord 
Kingfborough and two other officers of the North Cork regiment- of 
militia were prifoners: faith the'rebels feemed furioufly determined to 
bring the faid prifoners out and put them to death. Deponent faith the 
faw the faid Edward Hay interpofe for their prefervation, and addreffed 
the mob in terms ftrongly reprobating the idea of killing:in cold blood, 
and that the vengeance of God would overtake all murderers. Depo- — 
nent faith that fhe has frequently heard’the rebels: threaten the lives of 
Jord Kingfborough and his officers; and believes their fafety and protec- 
tion in a great meafure attributable to the efforts of the faid Edward 
Hay. Deponent was f{ummoned on mr.Hay’s trial and this affidavit 
is the fubfiance of her teftimony, had the been deemed neceflary to be 
called on, Hot 
Sworn before me this 17th day of Auguft, 1799. 
MARGARET BREEN. EBEN JACOB.) 
DEAR SIRy ' 54 

I fhall be happy to bear teftimony upon any occafion that may be 
afforded me, of {uch parts of your conduct as came within my obferva- 
tion during the late unhappy rebellion.- In the firft inftance I perfe&tly 
recolle&t that on the 27th of May laft, you joined the corps;of yeomanry 
to which I belong, but from appearing in coloured clothes in common 
with a few other perfons who had offered their fervices, it was thought 
advifeable by the officer commanding the party, that fuch perfons as 
were not in military uniform, fhould returnto Wexford. . For the {pace 
of fifteen days, I had frequent opportunities of feeing and hearing of 
your condu&, which I believe to have been ffrongly marked by mild- 
nefs and humanity, and-an abhorrence of the exceffes that were daily 
committing, which you had it not in your power to prevent; not did I 
ever fee you carry arms during that period. I have to acknowledge many. 
kind and friendly vilits from you during my, confinement, when you - 
gave me, mrs. Browne, her fifter mrs: Hufon, and family.all the confola- 
tion in your power ; but in particular,after I had been dragged down to 
gaol by a party of the rebels, you immediately repaired there, ufed your 
exertions, brought down general Roche; and happily for me you fucceeded 
in effeting my releafe. After this I was advifedto go to my own houfe 
in the countrys but being again made a prifoner there, and. being fur- 
rounded by numerous: perils, in the midf of my diftrefs you wrote a 
moft friendly letter, which. was delivered to mrs. Browne in the moft 
fecret manner, communicating the violent threats you had heardagaintt 
me in Wexford, and recommending me to return to town, inorder to 
refute the charges that had been brought againft me. Upon the whole, 
Lam convinced that your conduct toward me-was folely actuated by mo- 
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tives of efteem and regard for my prefervation, for which I fhould be 
happy to render you any adequate kindnefs.—I am well convinced that 
during the difaftrous period of three weeks, while the rebels had the 
poffeflion of Wexford, many loyal fubjeéts were obliged to a&t in a 
manner repugnant to their feelings, in order to fave their lives and 
pleafe the multitude, who threatened vengeance againft many perfons for 
not aiding and affifting in their defigns. Your letter dated the 18th 
ult, I affure you I never received til] about one o’clock yefterday, when 
it was handed to me inthe court-houfe, which will apologize for my not 
attending to in due time. I am, dear fir, 
your obliged and faithful 
} humble fervant, 
Wexford, 2d April, 799. ARMSTRONG BROWNE. 
To EDWARD HAY, efq. rft lieutenant Shilmalier cavalry. 


No XU. 


Teftimony of EBENEZER JAcos, efq. M. D, on the ttial of Enwarp 
Hay, at the affizes of WexForD, on the 27th of July, 17995 
produced and fworn as an evidence for the crown. 

Examined by TimoTuy Driscot, ESQ, 

Recolleéts the time int 798, when the rebels were in pofleffion of Wex- 
ford—Was in Wexford during that period—Knows the prifoner-—Bes 
lieves the firft time he faw mr. Hay after the rebels came into Wexford, 
was when he was enquiring where general Fitz-Gerald was ; heard he 
was at mr. Lett’s, where mr. Bagnal Harvey lodged, went to mr. Lett’s 
and found him thereTo the beft of his recollection, he faw mr. Hay, 
captain Keugh and mr. Harvey—Cannot fay in what fituation Bagnal 
Harvey aéted during the rebellion—Saw Keugh at the head of a party 
of rebels in arms, has feen Keugh att as an officer--Has no pofitive 
knowledge of a committee exifting in Wexford at that time—Saw mr. 
Hay again paffing 5y with mr, Harvey, faid we are going to give cir- 
culation to bank notes—Does not believe there was any one elfe in com- 
pany with them—Believes he faw them near the court-houfe, moving 
on to the left of the town—Remembers the 21ft of June 1798—Was 
called on by Robert Meyler, who told me feveral perfons were at Keugh’s, 
and requefted IT would go there ; I went accordingly, and faw the pri- 
foner at Keugh’s houfe—Saw Kengh, Harvey, R. Carty, prieft Roche | 
and feveral others, whofe names he does not recolleét in company with 
prifoner—Keugh faid, fhall we fpeak on the fubjeét we fent for doétor 
Jacob? Hay faid yes, and he did fo—Keugh faid, it would be madnefs 
not to furrender the town, as there were great numbers of the king’s 
‘troops marching in different ways to Wexford; one army he {aid was 
marching from Taghmon, another from Oulatd, and a third from 
Ennifcorthy—+They all immediately agreed, but prieft Roche, who was - 
over-ruled It was propofed that he and Robert Carty fhould go 
with a flag of truce tothe Taghmon army, and that the prifoner and 
captain M‘Manus fhould go the Oulard army—Captain M‘Manus was 
fele&ted as a loyalift—Cannot tell why mr, Hay was felected—Cannot 
fay whether Keugh gave any reafon for coupling them—Captain O’ Hea 
and - were fent to the Ennifcorthy army—=Mr. Hay affented to 
go, fpoke to that effect and went—The perfons he met at Keugh’s 
were of a tolerable degree, perfons he conceived of high fituation, from 
opinion not knowledge—Does not recolleét any others that were there 
The perfons fo aflembled affumed authority—It was mentioned if mr, 
Hay’s prefence that he was to go with captain M‘Manus, and he 
confented—Does not believe mr. Hay was an officer, never faw or oe 
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-he ‘carried arms—Cannot fay whether ‘Carty was an officer or not— 
Never faw Ragnal Harvey a&t in the capacity of an officer—Carty was 
a rich farmer ; Harvey was amanof property; Keugh was an officer in 
the army, and always confidered a gentleman, 

Crofs-examined a PeTER BURROUGHS ESQ. 

Tt was after the town was furrendered to the rebels he faw mr. Hay— 
Believes he did not meet mr. Hay in company more than once or twice 
before that day—Many loyal perfons were defirous of being in the com- 

-pany of Harvey and Keugh, to afford themfelves protection—Believes 
that the religion of a catholic might make him more refpected with the 
rebels, and might give a catholic more influence than a proteftant—Be- 
lieves great bloodfhed was prevented by thofe who had influence—Be- 
lieves that a loyal man might be glad to,have influence with the rebels—- 
Does not actually know that mr. Hay ufed his influence to faye lives, 
but is confident he would do fo if he could—The loyal inhabitants 
would have been in great danger had there been a battle in taking the 
town—A loyal and humane man ought to join in the terms of re-capi- 
tulation, but he conceived a loyal roman catholic would be preferred 
to go to the army—Many perfons favoured the rebellion that -deteited 
it—Q. Do you not believe that many proteftants fubmitted to be chrif- 
tened by priefts?. A, I do believe many loyal men did fo, but no true 
proteftant need do fo, if itwas not his own choice.—Q. Do you not be- 
lieve that captain Hay was confidered arebel? A. I do.—Q. Did you 
not hear that he was tried’and honorably acquitted by a court-martial ? 
Wedd Cone aaa me 82 3 Pan 
Fike in ——— 

No. XIII. 

LETTER from mr. Hay, to the rev. mr. Gorpon, 

REVEREND. SiR, 

As you have publicly profeffed a with to be informed of any involun- 
tary errors contained in yourhiftory, at a time when fpeculative opinions 
fupply the place of faét, and are fo prevalent, hearfay evidence whether 
oral manufcript or even printed, is to be received with the greateft caution. 
The great fuperiority of occular information to any other, induces me 
from perfonal knowledge of faéts to fend you along with my own opinion 
auxiliary documents that cannot fail to convince you, that the introduéti- 
on of my name into your hiftory is not fuch as Iam intitled to, and I 
hope your profeffions of candour and liberality may be realized, by 
doing juftice to my prefent communication. 

According to the plan contained in mr, Byrne’s circular letter, two 
perfons deputed from-each catholic congregation in the county of Wex- 
ford, affembled at Ennifcorthy, on the 29th of July 1792, where they 
ele€ted delegates to reprefent the county in the general committee of the 
catholics of Ireland. TLattended this meeting as a voter from the con; 
gregation I belonged to, and had the honor of being eleéted one of the 
_ delegates for the county of Wexford. So that the intermediate flep of ba- 

ronials, which you mention in your hiftory, had but a fpeculative ex- 
iftence, invented I do fuppofe with a view of affimilating the catholic 
committee with the fyftem of united Irifhmen, a circumftance totally 
devoid of truth as no kind of communication exifted between them. In 
order that the meeting of the’general committee fhould be publicly at- 
tended, propofals were made to hire different public places, which could 
mot be obtained, fo that no other place but the taylors-hall Back-lane 
could be procured. This precluded the poffibility of being able to ad- 
tit any but the delegates, as it was {carcely fufficient to contain them, 

: _ and. 
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and thus was the committee fruftrated in having their affembly publicly 
attended, The firft meeting of this general committe took place in De- 
cember 1792, for feven days only, which you mention to be many weeks, 
The fecond and final meeting foreight days in April 1793, and the meet- 
ing ended in a diffolution beginning on the 16th and ending on the2sth, 
as Saturday the zoth was taken up by the attendance of all the delegates in 
the court of kings bench, to take the oaths prefcribed by a late a& of par- 
liament. The colle€tions made by the catholics of Ireland todefray the ne- 
ceflary expences, attendant on the purfuit of their emancipation, were vo- 
luntary fubfcriptions, and not im any degree affefiments, It is evident 
the entreaties by no means orders of the {ub-committee were not attend- 
ed to, as two thirds of the counties of Ireland never produced one far- 
thing. I paid the collection of the county of Wexford to the treafurer 
in 1792, and no fecond colle&tion ever was made. there. The ftatue of 
the king could not be ere&ted, altho’ voted as a. monument of ‘catholic 
gratitude, which along with other honorable engagements, were fuper- 
feded by the general and calumnious outcry, raifed at the time againft 
our colleétions. ; 

The petition of the catholics of Ireland, might be fuppofed to efcape 
animadverfion, when his majefty was gracioufly pleafed to fignify his 
ftrongeft approbation in his recommendation to the parliament of Ire- 
land, whoin confequence repealed the greater part of the penal ftatutes 
againft catholics. ——The late ear] of Clare did affert, as you. have 
done in your hiftory, ‘ that the catholic petition was furprifingly fraught 
with mifreprefentation.’? On this affertion being made the petition was 
republifhed reciting the ftatutes on which the allegations contained in the 
petition were grounded, prepared by the honorable Simon Butler, whofe 
reputation as a lawyer the chancellor was too well acquainted with, to 
attempt to expofe his error a fecond time, and gave up the point. So 
that I imagine this public document will be equally convincing to you, 
which I fend along with all the proceedings of the catholic committee 
relating to this event, for your perufal, as L would with your avowal to 
proceed from the mott perfe& information on the fubjeét, 

Although I profefs the roman catholic religion, I fhould not be of that 
communion a fingle hour, were their tenets as they are reprefented, 
thro’ that baneful prejudice, fo prevalent in Ireland, that proves fuch an 

- effeQual drawback to the ‘otherwife infallible profperity of my country 
and I cannot fufficiently lament to fee fo induttrioufly circulated, as it 
only ferves to keep alive thofe prejudices, that all liberal men fee through 
and reprobate as a peft to fociety. _ 

A floop had been fitted up by the infurgentsin Wexford, but had been 
twice condemned, as totally unfit for that fervice, was hauled on one 
fide in the harbour where fhe funk within a foot of her deck, and re- 
mained in that fituation fora month, when fhe was pumped out. I was 
on the fame day without trial or enquiry, put on board along with thofe 
that had been tried and fentenced to’tranfportation. The wet ftraw was 
left in her hold and a little dry ftraw fhook over, which our walking on 
foon made it as bad asthe reft, fo it was not poffible for to fit or lie down 
without imbibing the wet, nor had we even the fatisfaétion of refting 
againit the fides of the fhip, as the planks were water fuaked. The ef- 
fervefcence of the putrid malt fo ftrong, as to,turn money black in our 
pockets in the courle of a few hours. We had alfoa profufion of rats 
that bit fome of the prifoners. My health has been greatly impaired, 
by five weeks confinement on board this floop, and I fear it will never be 
perfectly re-eftablifhed. I fhould detain you too long, to enumerate the 


various hardthips 1 fuffered during the period of thiuteen months, that 
; 1 was 
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I was confined, which I was at laft releafed from by an honourable ac« 
quittal, at the fummer affizes in Wexford in Auguft 1799 independant 
of the amnefty bill. Whereas my perfecutors could be punifhed by the 
fundamental laws of the conftitution, had they not the. indemnity bills 
to fereen their bafe and tyrannical condu€ towaids me, I have confined 
mylelf merely to the faéts ftated in your hiftory, in which I have been 
in fome degree concerned, and an eye witnefs, which precludes the poffi- 
bility of cavilling or contradi€tion, I hope you may be kind enough to fet 
them ir their proper colours, I requeft the favour of your anfwer as Tam 
anxious tolearn your determination on a fubjeét, you have hitherto 
been fo much uninformed about, as I do not mean to let fuch tranfactions 
go uncontradiéted to poflerity. J have the honour to be with great 
‘yefpect, 
reverend fir, 

: your moft obedient, 

Dublin 6th. Fuly, 1802 humble fervant, 
To the rev. mr. GORDON, Boro-lodge. EDWARD HAY. 





ANSWER of the rev. mr. Gordon,- 
Srr, 

T have received your documents, and think you much aggrieved, I 
am fatisfied of their veracity; they remove a miftake in my hiftory, | 
thal! publifh them in my next edition with fuitable acknowledgments, 

I am fir, 
your very humble fervant, _. 

Boro-lodge, July 18th 1802 _ JAMES GORDON; 

While my work was at prefs, an edition of the rev. mr. Goiden’s 
hiftory was publifhed in London, in which he certainly has noticed my 
communications, but not in the extent, I think I fhall be able to point 
out deferving his attention in tie fupplement be has promifed to the public, 





From the purfuit J.am at prefent engaged in, Iconfider it my duty 
to feek and unravel truth and fhall be happy to elucidate any circum- 
ftances that may be confidered more ufeful in promoting public knows 
ledge ; In confequence of the progtefs I have already made with the 
rev. mr. Gordon and in confideration of eur communications being 
hitherto very ciccumfcribed, I have offered him my fervices, and 
hope for his co-operation in the purfuit of my intention, THE UNION 
AND HARMONY OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF OUR COUNTRY MEN. This 
object is extenfive enough to engage the attention of many, The public 
have already anticipated their favourable opinion of gentlemen employ- 
ed in refearches, that are fo likely to encreafe the high opinion entertain- 
ed of their fuperior talents. 1f an humble individual can recommend him- 
felf. by the fincerity of his co-operation, I fhall bope to be included 
among thofe who are willing to point out the means of general happine(s, 


ENUMERATION PLANs 


Extra&t from the account of the population of Ireland 2s taken in the 
year 1738, by G. P, Busne, M. R. I. A. and publifhed in the | 
Tranfactions of the Royal Irifh Academy, in 1790. 


COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 
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The county of Wexford by this calculation contained 20,448 houfess 
and 132,912 inhabitants. The town of Wexford comprehending 1412 
‘houfes and 9178 inhabitants. 

In the letter’ written by mr. Buse tothe Roya Irish ACA- 
DEMY;, on prefenting bis account of the population of Ireland, of 
which the above is a part, he exprefled great doubts of its correct 
ftatement ; however, it is certainly the beft account extant. Mr. Hay 
enumerated feveral parifhes im bis neighbourhood, tn which he found 
reality far exceeded computation, ch which he grounded his expectation 
of being able to fet’ forth that the population of IRELAND is vaflly uno 
derated. The documents were laid before EARE Firz-WiLiiam, whole 
faniion is Bett explained by the following letters, as well as the flat- 
tering approbation of the right hon, Eymund Burke, which, with the 
encouragement of the Royat IeisH AcaDEMY, induced mr. Hay to 
inflitute the enquiry by the annexed plan, in the year'1795- 

Sir, iq 

‘THE plan for afcertaining the number of the inhabitants of Ireland, 
which you laid before me juft onthe eve of my departure from that 
country; IF have’éxamined’ and know net how fufhciently to approve the 
mode adopted for that purpofe. ‘Surely its pra€ticability might be brought 
to the teft if you was tolundertake the remainder of the county of Wexord, 
as that would be’ more immediately under yoursown eye, than any other 
county,-and yow'could do it with lefs fatigue and trouble, It would be 
of great publi¢ benefit if done;''and had I remained in Ireland, I cer- 
tainly fhould have done every thing in my power to have facilitated its 
execution, dT have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

es din WENTWORTH. FITZ-WILLIAM. 
Grofvensr- Square; May 25th, 1795+ 
‘To EDWARD BAY; ef: «> 
. ahd restates! | 
Srr, a yit8194 0202 air ; 

THB fpecimen for the enumerationof, the kingdom of Ireland, ap- 
pears to be fo well calculated for its end, that T cannot help feeling that 
it would be a great pity it fhould not be carried into execution. As the 
execution of it will depend fo much on the catholic clergy + fhould you 
think of going on with it, it appears to me that the intended meeting of 
the-bifhops for the purpofe of carrying into effet the education bills 
would be a very good opportunity of laying the plan before them (with- 
out whofe affiftance and co-eperation there will be no pofibility of pro- 
ceeding in the bufinefs.) Iam fure the bifhops will copfider it as fuchs 
and if they do, there can be but little doubt of their readinefs to lend their 
affitance when once they know there is a gentleman as capable as your- 
felf, willing to fuperintend and able to direct its progrefs. I fhewed the 
fpecimen to mr. Burke, who thinks very highly of its utility and its 
praéticability, | 

Grofvenor-Square,. Fune zd, 1795- I have the honor, &c. &c. 

WENTWORTH FITZ-WILLIAM. 
To EDWARD BAY, efq._ : Xx 


ENUMERATION PLAN. 


My DEAR SIR, ; , 
‘ YOU will eafily believe, I am in the higheft degree interefted in any 


thing with which you are conneéted, parti¢ularly in the moft important 
object by which you are now detained in Ireland.* Iwrote to you by 
fir George Shee, | hope you have got that letter, not that it contains any 
thing very material, but that I hope, you will not think me inattentive 
to you or your moft important purfuit ; fora long time I have had no infor- 
mation, or nothing which deferves the name, about what you are doing, 
T hear, and am ‘extremely alarmed at hearing that the chancellor and 
the chiefs of the benches are among your truftees, if this be the cafe, fo 
as to give them the power of intermeddling, { muft fairly fay, that I 
confider not only all the benefits of the inftitution to be wholly loft, but 
that a more mifchievous project was never fet on foot. I fhould much 
fooner make your college, according to the firft act of parliament, a fubor~ 
dinate department of our proteftant univerfity, abfurd as I always thought 
that plan to be, than to make you the inftrument of the inftruments of 
the jobbing fyftem. I am fure that the conftant meddling of your 
bifhops and of the clergy with the caftle, and of the caftle with them, 
will infallibly fet them ill with their own body; all the weight which 
hitherto the clergy have'had in keeping the people quiet, will be wholly 
loft if once this fhould happen, at: beft you will have a marked f{chifm, 
and more than one kind, and I am greatly miftaken if this is not in- 
tended, and diligently and fyftematically purfued. I am fteadily of my 
old opinion, that this affair had better, be wholly dropped, and the go- 
vernment boon with civility and acknowledgement declined, than to 
fubjest yourfelves and your religion to your known and avowed enemies, 
who conne& their intereft with your humiliation, and found their own 
reputation on the deftruction of yours. Ihave faid fo much on this 
point already, that I fhall trouble you ne more about it. Asto the com- 
mittee of lay catholics, Iam forry for a tone of jacobinifm that was 
adopted by fome of its principal members, but ftill more fo that it has 
been diffolved, the bad pririciple might have been kept under. Nothing 
ever can fave you without fome committee of the kind. I. with fome- 
thing of thefort re-eftablithed—your enemies are embodied, what be- 
comes of ye if ye are only individuals ! : 

' Mr. Hay of the county of Wexford, who came hither with an addrefs 
from that part of Ireland, is on his return to ‘you, and takes this with’ 
him, I like him-very much, he is a zealous, fpirited and active young 
man. He has one projeét in hand of great extent, and fome difficulty, 
but likely to be of very great ule: it isto make an exaét enumeration 
of the inhabitants of Ireland, diftinguifhing their religion, Thesfpeci- 
rhen he has fhewn me of it is perfe&t; and J have no doubt, that with 
the affiftance’of the catholic clergy (without whom nothing’of that fort 
can be done) a very ufeful work’ towards every plan of political ceconomy 
may be formed. am fure every one mutt be fenfible of the truth of 
lord Fitzwilliam’s affertion, on feecing mr, Hay’s plan, that the depreffion 
of the catholics is not the perfecution of a fect, but tyranny éver a 
people In three in the provinces of Ireland (out of the cities) itis al- 
moft literally true in fubitarice and effect ; -it is true.of the whole in the 
parts marked in his paper, the proteftants are not as one to forty-five; 
and on the whole J do not think, that the county of Wexford is much 
more catholic than the other: cownties of Leinfter and Munfter. I 
now that an ill handle may be made of this work, but fo there is, and 
fo there will be’ of every thing done for the good of that country, but 
this invidious reprefentation is not of fo, much prejudice as the know- 
ledge of important truths will. be of advantage to you, to the country, 
and to a confiderate government, ; pvt 2 Ca ad MS gute aes ; 

Mr. Hay is fo good as to take over to you fome books+ of your late 
dear friend, to be prefented as memorials of the deceafed to the new collegey 
er to that of Carlow, as you think beft. Tei gicoeriane 

, : 82 NI : Phave the honour to be, &c. &c. 

Beaconsfield, Sfune gth, 1798. .., ., EDMUND BURKE, 

Yo the rev. doctor HUSSEY, ¥ 

“Catholic College, «+ ~).+ f His fon the late Richard Burke, 
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‘EXTRAVAGANT anv INCONSISTENT CONDUCT 
oF 
Str RICHARD MUSGRAVE, Baronst; 
, WITH A FULL iss | 
Rok «Rube Bade. On 
‘ mith | 
Sf 4 Hae DBR 
AGAINST 
& EDWARD HAY” 


WHEREIN THE GLARING CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN THE HISTORY 
OF THE IRISH REBELLIONS AND THE OTHER PRODUCTIONS OF 


ITS AUTHOR ARE CLEARLY POINTED OUT, 
\ 





Gistatans from the Hiftory of the Irith Rebellions, by fir RICHARD 
MusGRAve, 
FESSRS. ——- and Edward Hay, atively concerned in the res 
bellion,. were of an ancient popifh family, and extremely well 
educated.’ —Quarto edition, page 371—O&t, edition, vol 1, page 459. 


eae 


“Mr. Fames Boyd arrefled at day-break on Whitfunday, Edward 
Fitzgerald, of Newpark, eight miles from Wexford, and lodged him tr 
the county caol, When mr. Boyd firft appeared, Fitzgerald laid his hand 
on his bsea/}, and made the moft folemn affurance of unfeigned loyalty, yet 
@ great quantity of pikes were found in his parlour, ready mounted and 
jit for fervice.—Edward Hay flept in the fame bedchamber with hin— 
After his arreft he affected many delays i in hopes of being refcued by the 
rebels, avho had rifen and were approaching his houfe in great numbers, 
but mr. Boyd compelled him by ménaces to fet out for Wexford.’— 


Quarto edition, page 328—Olayo edition, vol. 1, page 480, 
; A © That 
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 Fhat captain M*Manus,* foall proceed from Wexford towards Ou- 
dart, accompanied by mr, E, Hay, appointed by the inhabitants of all re- 
ligious perfuafions, to inform the officer, commanding the king’s troops, that 
they are ready to deliver up the town of Wexford without oppoftion, lag 
down their arms, and return to their allegiance, provided their perfons 
and property are guaranteed by the commanding officer; and they will ufée 
every influence in their power i6 indute the people of the country at large 
to return to their allegiance alfo.—Thefe terms, we hope, capt. M‘Manus 
will be able to procure. ; 
Signed by order of the inhabitants of Wexford, 
MATT. KEUGH.” 


* Captain M‘ Manus of the Antrim militia was a prifonter—+E. Hay wat 


a rebelleader who went to prote& him. } 
Quarte edition, page 498—Oavo edition, vol, 2, pages 32 and 33. 





BOASTED ADVERTISEMENT of fir RICHARD MUSGRAVE. 


** Though the authar has made truth his polar flar in the courfe of thie 
twork, yet it is poffible fome errors might have occurred in it; he bopes, 
therefore, thatif any perfon fhould difcover any fuch, they ill be kind 
enough to communicate them to the author, and he will attend to them i 

| his next edition.” cal : 
- a es ae =. 

When the hiftory of the Irith Rebellions was publifhed, I was im 
foch a dreadful ftate of nealth, that my friends imagined I would not 
recover, I-however determined to contradi&t the falfe aflertions of fr 
Richard Mufgrave in the mot public manner, although almoft every 
one that vead the publication, reprefented it unworthy any other confi- 
deration than filent contempt. One gentleman in particular, made wfe 
of all the arguments of friendfhip to diffuade me from noticing it, as @ 
deceafed relation of his was fo injurioufly mentioned, that did he imagine 
any credit was paid to an affertion of fir Richard Mufgrave, he would 
himfelf expofe the glaring and abfurd falfehood. * 

, When my health was fo far re-eftablified, as to be able to look over 
the hiftory with more attention, I confidered it would be right in me to. 
fet my conduc in its true light, previous to my publication of the Hif- 
tory of the Tnfirreétion of the county of Wexford. 

E waited on fir Richard Mufgrave on Friday the 28th of May, 1802, 
with the eopy of the-foregoing abftraéts from his. hiftoryyand produced’ 
hint a variety of documents, that clearly proved the falfity of his‘ac- 
count of me. He not only expreffed the moft perfeét conviction.of his 
error, but that he would by every means in his power retract his former 
opinion, and give me every fatisfa&tion E required, as he was perfectly 
convinced I had experienced perfecution and injuftice.. He further ex- 
prefled his determination to meation my name in fuch a manner as 
would make the wonkl fenfible of my meritérious condua’, So ftrongly 
imprefied was he with the impofition pra&tifed om him, that he named 
mie the perfon, (whom I now omit mentioning for obvious xeafons) and _ 
permitted me to bring. a friend to copy his letter of authority, and 
would afford me every affiftance in punifing the calumniator. Sir 
Richard farther offered to let me take copies of any other authorities” 
he had, and requefted from me copies of the letters from lord Kingfton, 
captain Bourke, and major Fitzgerald, with mr. Taylor’s affidavit (as 
salerted in the’ London edition of the rev. mr. Gordon’s hiftory and my 
appendix,) with an earneft requeft to write a true account of mr. Fitz. 

" Gerald's 
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Gerald's arreft, all of which fir Richard Mufgrave poftively prom'f-d to 
infert verbatim in his next edition. On. expreiling a with to have copies 
of all my documents, to pick out of them what he thought proper, I 
mentioned I would not fubjeét any information I gave him to mutila- 
tion. After thefe preliminaries, we agreed that I fhould write him a 
letter expreffive SP iny application and wifhes, which he promifed to 
anfwer according to the tenor of our mutual converfation arid conreieaa 
of each other’s good intentions. Thefe letters were to be made 
whatever ufe each of us thought proper; moreover, fir Richard 
wanted to write me the letter inflanter, which I did not think it right 
to accept of, until he received mine; and fo impatient was he to have 
the documents that he wanted me to leave the originals to get copied 
by his clerk ; but 1 declined leaving them, but promifed to bring 
them to him the next day, which I did, copied by a gentleman for that 
exprefs purpofe. On parting with fir Richard Mufgrave, I went to 
my friend, related all that had happened, and was much difappointed 
he could not accompany me on the next day. On Saturday the 29th, 
not finding fir Richard Mufgrave at home, I left the copies he had re- 
quefted, and fignified I would wait on him on the following Monday. 

On Monday the 314 of May I propofed waiting on fir Richard 
Mufgrave, in company with my friend, on wkom I cailed for that pur- 
pofe, with the following letter for fir Richard Moufgrave, which, for 
form’s-fake was to be delivered by my friend, and an account of mr. 
FitzGerald’s arreft, This interview was prevented-by learning that a 
duel had taken place between mr. Todd Jones and fir Richard Muf- 
grave, who we underftood had received a mortal wound, © 

‘ = 


Letter from mr. HAY to 
Sr RICHARD MUSGRAVE, § 79° May» #802. 


Srr RIcHARD, 


FROM your profeffions of making truth your polar ftar, I am in? 
duced to fend you copies of documents that cannot fail to convince you 
How erroneoufly my name has been introduced into your hiftory, and 
‘on perufing them { am confident you cannot avoid correCting the errors 
you have been led into by falfe information, Not wifhing that my nam¢ 
fhould in any degree be a fan@tion to falfehood, I fend you a true account 
of mr. Fitz-Gerald’s arreft, at which Iam mentioned to be prefent ; 
thereby you muft perceive with the appearance of truth, how egregioufiy 
this tranfaStion has beew mifreprefented, and by the bafeft mifconftruc - 
tion tortured into falfehood, During the period of the infusrection, I 
am fo confcious of ‘the reétitude of my intentions and condo&, that I 
cannot fee any reafon that could induce me to exchange charaGters with 
the whole or the moft unexceptionable of my perfecutors, although they 
are denominated ‘f loyal men,” fome of whom owe that charaéter to their 
taking my advice in preference to their own bias; yet fome of thefe 
have contributed to the great injuftice I have fuffered during the period 
of thirteen months that I was confined. I had obtained a writ of habeas 
corpus fo endeavour to refcue myféif from the illegality of my confine- 
ment, but it was over-ruled by a fecretary’s warrant. My enemies not" 
{atisfied to have me a ftate prifoner, attempted to {muggle me off by 
tranfportation,’ but on application to judge Chamberlaine, then going 
judge of affize, the iniquity appeared {fo con{picuous, that I fhould have 
‘peen immediately difcharged, had I not been again withheld through the 
fgbornation of a murderer, who fwore examinations againft me ; ve 
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his pardon was the reward for his. perjury.. I had been fruftrated in- 
various petitions to be tried in any manner, but the villainy of my, et 
fecutors in over-reaching their mark, obtained my long wifhed for trial, 
at the Wexford fummer affizes; in Auguft 17993 and the refult was, an | 
honourable acquittal, independent of the amnelty bill. fo Ae 
perfecutors could be punithed by the fundamental laws of the con a 
tion, had they not the indemnity bills to fcreen theit bafe and byrne 
conduct towards me, I regret much that on my trial the counfel for 
the crown gave up their profecution againft me, as I was thereby peer A 
from producing: the moft ref{pectable authority, that would bave unde- 
ceived the public for thefe two years and a haif pait, of many falfe ac- 
counts circulated about the ftate of that county; and would have proved 
the exiftence of an inquifition of magiftrates there, exceeding in its 
views, any thing we read of-in foreign countries, where inquifitors 
are bound by cath to enquire: into the real merits of the cafe, and to 
feek out all-evidence as well for as againft the prifoners. I therefore 
confider my conduét irreproachable, having undergone the ftriéteft in- 
veltigation, by being able to pafs with honour the ordeal of the Le 
ford magiftrates, In gddition to the documents I fend you by my friend, 


. “who is good enough to be the bearer of this to you, he can elucidate any 


thing you might with to’have more fully explained, as I fhould with to 
imprefs ftrongly on your mind, that I affert nothing that is not con- 
firmed by undeniable authority, that cannot fail to enforce conviétion 
on the moft prejudiced, My health has been much impaired by a confine- 
ment on board a floop that was twice condemned during the infurrection, 
as totally unfit to confine any perfon ; afterward the was funk for a month 
within a foot of her deck, then pumped out, and on the fame day I was 
without trial or enquiry, put on board along with thofe tha had been 
tried and fentenced to tranfportation, where the -ftraw was left in the 
hold that had the benefit of a month’s fteeping. A little dry fraw was 
then fhook over, which walking on foon made as wet as the reft, fo that it 
was not poffible to fit or lie down without imbibing the damp, nor had 
we even the fatisfaction of leaning again the fides of the fhip, as the 
planks were water-foaked, Rats were alfo in fach profufien, that fome 
of the prifoners were bitten, and the effervefcence of putrid malt accu- 
mulated between her timbers fo ftrong, as to turn money black in our 
pockets in the courfe of a few hoursy My health thereby has been fo 
much impaired, that I fearit may never be perfectly re-eftablithed.., 
Many of my friends oe me from making this application to 
you fooner, as they imagined I would not be fafe in doing fo (party pre- 
Judice ran fo high) until the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus act was re- 


* moved ; a ftrong inftance of which is the danger I narrowly efcaped, by dif- 


Covering in time the villainy of a forged letter in my name, which I alfo fend 
for your perufal, and I hope fufficiently accountsfor my delay ; neither 
did I confider it righé todo fo, until the ftate of my health permitted me 
to go abroad ;_ but now that thefe objections are removed, I-trut I thall 
be favoured with the authority you had for mentioning my name, and 
not doubting but that you oy be thoroughly, convinced how anjuftly I 
have been perfecuted, and your difpofition to 
in your power, 1 have the honour to be, _ 
‘ Sir Ricwarp, 

. your moft obedient, 
~ Dublin, May 29th, 1802, humble fervant, 
To fr RICHARD MUSGRAVE, bart, ‘EDWARD HAY, | 


give me all the reparation 


> * 
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A correé account of the arref of mr, Firz-GERALD, awritten by the 
defire of sik RICHARD MuSGRAVE, 


On Friday, the 2oth of May, I dined with my Jate dear friend, mr. 
Turner, at Newfort, and according to the public notice of the magif-, 
trates at feflions in Wexford ofi the 23d, which the people all feemed — 
anxious to comply with, mr, Turner as a magiftrate, appointed Saturday 
the 26th of May, to attend at New-park, the feat of mr, Fitz-Gerald, 
as the moft convenient and central {pot to furrender their arms ; and he 
was to attend at the roman catholic chapel at Skreen on Whit-Sunday, ie 
when he would appoint different places, where he would attend on dif- te 
ferent ‘days forthe convenience of the people; he requefted me to attend . 
him, which I promifed to do, and accordingly was-prefent at the furs 
render of arms and pikes at New-parky on Saturday the 26th of May, 
where mr. Turner remained the whole of the day, granting certificates 
to thofe that furrendered theix arms, there mr. Turner left them, 
until they could be conveniently removed. Mr. Fitz-Gerald and I 
walked part of the way home with mr.’Turner, whofe houfé was about two- 
miles diftance, and we exprefled our happine(s that the people would neg 
be harraffed’ with free-quarters, which their conduét relievedthem from; ~*. 
and we congratulated ourfelves on our friendly intercourfe not being re- 
ftrifted to any hour, I returned with mr, Fitz-Gerald, and flept in. 
the fame bed-chamber with him. In the middle of the night, a rap 
was heard at the hall-door, which awakened us—Mr. Fitz-Gerald open- 
ing the window, captain Boyd told him he wanted to {peak to him, he 
inftantly went down and opened the door, returned to his room to:drefs 
himlelf, followed by the high fheriff (mr, Percival,) and captain Boyd, 
who had taken him prifoner, ‘I applied to'thefe gentlemen to bail him, 
but was informed it was not in their power. I then requefted permiffion 
to accompany him to Wexford, as they were not ignorant of our friend- 
fhip. I thought it not right\to abandon a friend in fuch a fituation. 
When I was done dreffing £ was going down ftairs, one of the gentle- 
men followed me and feft it to my feelings, as mr. Fitz-Gerald’s friend, 
whether it would not be more agreeable to him that he fhould be lodged 
in the gaol before day, offering at the fame time to ftay as long as we 
pleafed. I thanked him forthe good-nature of his propofal, and in his 
prefence ordered my fervant and mr. Fitz-Gerald’s, (who had got up on 
hearing the noife, and were coming down,) to get our horfes ready as 
expeditioufly as poflible, and which: was accordingly dene. On going 
down ftairs, I found feveral yeomen at the door, whom I invited:in to 
take fome refrethment, and was followed by them into the parlour, infide 
of which was the cellar, where 1 went carrying a candle in my hand, 
never dreaming that I had left thofe behind mein thedark. On hearing 
a noife I immediately returned, and fourd fonie yeomen had ftumbled 
over the pike-handles that had been left on the floor: they began to 
make different remarks on this difcovery, but on my application were 
filenced by their officer, mr, Jofeph Gray, who was acquainted with the 
manner they had been brought there,’ On going up’with fome wine to 
the gentlemen above ftairs, I found them examining mr, Fitz-Gerald’s 
papers 5 and he requefted of them to make the moit diligent fearch before 
they left the houfe. We all’ came down together into the parlour 
where the yeomen had difcovered the pike-biades ina hamper, and 
were thrufting them into their accoutrements, on this I applied to the 
officers tohave the pike-blades reckoned which the yeomen were taking 


away) 
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away, as_I would wifh to account for them tomr. Turner, to whom they 

had been furrendered, but on fecond thoughts I propofed it as a better 

mode that they fhould take them all away, which they refufed to do. 

All the pike-blades were then returned into the hamper by order of 

the officers, and previous to my fetting out to Wexford, which was 
as {peedily as it was poffible to be, 1 difpatched a meffenger to mr. 
Turner, with an account of this tranfaGtion, and a requeft to come or 
fend for the pikes; I alfo left ftriét orders that no perfon whatfoever 
fhould be let into the houfe until the pikes were taken away. My mef- 
fenger called mr, Turner up at his honfe before day, and when he had 
done drefling he walked on to a forge where he nad fent the herfe he 
was to ride to be fhod, and while he was waiting to have him finifhed, 
his houfe was attacked by the infurgents for arms, with which intelJi- 
gence he fet off to Wexford, and was the firft to communicate the news 
of the rifing of the people. Every gentleman’s houfe in the country 
was fummoned to furrender their arms, and the infurgents proceeded to 
Newpark for the pikes, but were refufed admittance. On which they 
broke open the parlour window and took them away; the effect of this 
violence was obferved by mr. Turner, captain Kavanagh, {now major 
of the county of Dublin militia) and other perfons that went to New- 
park, on their way to Oulard, where thefe pikes were a great addition 

to the armament of the infurgents at that battle. -The room where I’ 
had my guns and piltols was broke open and they were taken away that 
morning, and my horfes and mules rode off, - 

EDWARD HAY. 


This account has been feen by fome of the perfons that were of 
the party that arrefted mr. Fitzgerald, and they have pronounced the 
eircumftances of the arrcft perfeétly correét; fir Richard Mufgrave’s 
authority is therefore the moft barefaced perverfion of truth, 





During the period of fir Richard Mufgrave’s illnefs, and at a time 
his life was defpaired of, I conitantly mentioned his honourable ex- 
preffions, as I had fully convinced him of the errors he had been led 
into by falfe information. His unequivocal avowal naturally led me 
to conclude, that his conduét proceeded from principles of juftice, 
The particulars of the affair of honour of William Todd Jones, efq. 
with fir Richard Mufgrave, has been printed and publifhed through the 
kingdom, hitherto uncontradi&ed 3 fo that I may refer to it as an au- 
thentic document, This ExTRAORDINARY OCCURRENCE exemplifies 
the ftrong MACHINATIONS of PARTY, that fo worked up the UNWILL- 
ING KNIGHT, to come forward as their CHAMPION ‘in defiance of all 
rules of confiltency, decorum, and the adopted principles of honour, 
on fuch occafions. The conclufion of this duel is too well known to 
make any other remark, than that it had like to prove fatal to the /purred 
o2 HERO of his Party, The Hiftory of the Irith Rebellions, added to 
the extravagant inconfiftencies of its author, excited an almoft univerfal 
odium againft the dying knight! | !~’Public opinion vented its exe- 
cration, and pronounced his death a juft reward for«his condua&, I 
combated this opinion with fach fuccefs, ‘that I induced many to alter 
their opinions, by detailing his conduct towards me, it was hoped he 
might live to make a full retra&tation of the manifold errors, of which 
he is convicted in the minds of every unprejudiced perfon, uncontattia 
nated with party, who has had a fair epportunity of hearing TRUTH. as 
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Sir Richard Mufgrave at length recovered, and I thought it neceffary 
to pay himavifit. On Wednefday the 30th of June, L induced a parti- 
cular friend of mine to accompany me to fee fir Richard, whom we found 
at the office of colleétor of excife in the cuftom-houle of Dublin. Af- 
ter mutual complimentary declarations, fir Richard Mufgrave expreffed 
great fatisfaction at the information we could afford him, and declared 
his happinefs in retracting any thing that was erroneous in his Hiftory, 
with a repetition of all his former profeffions to me, not forgetting the 
letter he was to write me to fatisfy my feelings by AMPLE RETRACTA~ 
TION. He alfo lamented, that much as he wifhed it, it was not in his 
power to afford fufficient leifure to us on that day, as he had a confide- 
rable fum of money to account for and pay into the treafury, which had 
accrued during his confinement. If we could afford fufficient leifure at 
twelve o’clock the next day to do him the honour of calling on him, he 
would have all his documents ready, that I might take copies of thofe I 
withed. Healfo was pleafed to exprefs his high fenfe of the value of which 
our information would be to his Hiftory, and with a profufion of com- 
plaifance he reminded us at parting not to forget the appointment at his 
houfe the next day. My friend feemed then perfectly convinced that 
the account I had given of fir Richard Mufgrave was perfectly correct, 
and in complete contradiétion to public accredited reports ! 

On Thurfday the firft of July, punétual to our appointment we went 
to the houfe of fir Richard Mufgrave, in Gardiner-ftreet, but did not 
find him at home! In addition to its being a cuftom-houfe holiday, it 
was alfo the commemoration of the battle of the Boyne. This confide- 
ration we confidered might have diftracted fr Richard Mufgrave’s at- 
tention from any minor objeét ; we were willing to put the beft con- 
firuction of his negle&t, E wrote a note expreflive of our difappoint- 
ment, and promifed to call on-him at the fame hour next day, 

My friend and I waited on fir Richard Mufgrave, for the third 
times on Friday the zd of July. On entering the houfe we were in 
formed that fw Richard was fo ill that he was confined to his bed- 
chamber, but we found a profeffed friend ready to difcufs the fubjeét, 
and vindicate the objeétionable parts of the HisToRY OF THE IRIs 
REBELLION. 

From what had taken place Twas really aftonithed how that could be 
attempted. I was proceeding in explanation when a fecund vindicator 

_ was introduced, and entered into the merits of the fubjeé. 

As I did not mean either.to furprife the baronet or. his friends, but 
toobtain redrefs after the moft minute inveltigation, I produced con- 
vincing documents in contradiétion to any aflertion offered, (fome of 
which are copied into the rev. mr. Gordon’s Hiftory and my Appendix) 
Thefe and many other undeniable teftimonies added to our explanation, 
until the friends gave up the poflibility of combating my proofs. 

The GRAND CORPs DE RESERVE was then produced as the kzock me 
down argument, which it was imagined would be the xe plus ultra of. 
conviction, ‘* That fir Richard Mufgrave was jufifiable. in his ex- 
prelfions of me, as I had been acquitted under the ammnefiy bill.” Ut re- 
quired no fmall degree of patience to liften to fuch a variety of ingeni- 
ous arguments as were put; and I could perceive that the vindicators 
were very fanguine and zealous, but were very deficient in true infor- 
mation on the fubjeét, when they were ignoiant of my honourable ac~ 
quittal independent of the amnefty bill, I cannot but applaud the in- 
defatigable exertions of mr. Power on this occafion, in defence of fir 


Richard Mufgraye, who I heard was bis uncle, He at Jalt informed 
me 
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me ina frank and candid manner, that “ Although fir’ Richard Muf- 
grave had promifed to write me a letter, yet HIS FRIENDS had ad- 
wifed him, not to put hand to paper any more, in confideration of the re- 
ports of his duel; and that fir Richard Mufgrave was further advifed 
not to hold communication with any one, in explanation of his hiftory, but 
ewould communicate his fentiments through his friends P? Thefe ‘entiments 
aftonifhed me, particularly-as they feemed to be the refult of previous 
confultation, which mr. Power undertook to convince me of for the fake 
of his uncle. 

‘Altogether I did imagine, that the illnefs of fir Richard Mufgrave 
was feigned, but the arrival of furgeon Hume at this critical moment 
‘prevented me from exprefling my opinion, as it difpelled theidea I had 
formed of the salade imaginaire. However I have fince been unde- 
ceived, as fir Richard Mufgrave recovered fufficiently after my depar- 
ture, fo as to be able to go out to dinner, of which the gentleman who 
had the honour of his company fiace informed me, ; 

The winding up of this adventure feems to be of the fame complexion 
with that of mr, Todd Jones, as on a fair explanation on both occafions, 
fir Richard Mufgrave avowed his error, and as bonorably promiled 
every fatisfaction, which it is evident was very diflionorably counter- 
acted through the baneful effets of party prejudice, Is it not lament. 
able that a:nan can thus be induced to break his word, and betray every 
want of honor and principle, by furrendering his judgment and endan- 
geving his life, according to the capricious digtates of a junto, that fet 
a perfon forward, whofe death might prove more ufeful to them than his 
exiftence >—Determined {till to perfift in demanding an explanation, I 
thought neceflary on the sth,’ to enquire after the ttate of fir Richard 
Mulgrave’s health, which I found fo well re-eftablithed, as to be able 
to attend at his office, as colleétor of excife. After a variety of cons 
verfation, in which I could plainly difcover, that he was led by his fup- 
poled friends, as he exprefied a hope I might not infit on that part of 
his promife by writing me-a letter of retraétation ; but in every other 
inftance he would perform his promife, by inferting my documents in 
the next edition of his hiftory, along with/a full retractation of his 
error. I expreffed great doubts whether another edition might ever- be 
publifhed, in which cafe his promife would be perfectly nugatory, of 
courfe I could not poffibly let him off, However, I thought I had effec- 
tually fettled all difficulty to his fatisfa&tion, by leaving the whole. matter 
of difference between us to two gentlemen of character, whofe decifion 
I bound myfelf to abide by. . I alfo exprefled a with for a fuil attend- 
ance of his friends, to be prefent at the difcuffion, as 1 was certain the 
moft prejudiced muft be convinced of the fairnefs and juftice of my pro- 
pofal. So confident am Tof the re&titude of my intentions, that not- 
withftanding all that has happened, I would now abide by my original 
propofal.—I{f naturally concluded, that fuch proceedings.on my part, 
would preclude the poffibility of any farther fubterfuge. Judge there. . 
fore of my aftonifhment, when on the 8th of July, mr. Power waited 
on me on the part of fir Richard Mufgrave. He returned me the letter. 
Thad written tothe baronet, (which he had bound himfelf by every tie 
of honor of a gentieman to anfwer) and the account of mr, Fitz-Ge- 
rald’s arreft, (which he had promi(ed to infert in his hiftory,) of which 
the foregoing are copies, with a meflage, ‘ That fir Richard Mufzrawe. 
had been advifed by his friends, to have nothing more to fay tome! !1" 
After farisfying myfelf, that mr. Power in bringing me-this meflage, 
merely aéted in obedience to his uncie’s commands, exprefing at.the _ 

fame 


AUTHENTIC DETAIL. 5 


fame time great concern that this affair had not terminated to my wifhess 
I could not avoid exprefling my aftonifhment at fuch ungentlemanly 
conduét, which I was totally ata lofs to account for, from the excefs of 
complaifance I had always obferved, in the conduct of fir Richard Muf- 
grave in our interviews, I could not conceive that he would himfelf avow 
fuch fentiments ; I imagined this opinion might have been a fcheme of 
his friends, to get him out of a difagreeable fituation. With thefe 
impreflions, I immediately{waited on fir Richard Mufgrave at his office in 
the cuftom-houfe, and accofled him in the civileft manner I was capable 
of, He inftantly fprang from the defk he was fitting at, and exclaimed, 
“* Sir my friends advife me to have nothing more to fay to you.” Then 
he ran into the outfide office, where his clerks were alarmed to fuch a 
degree, that they flew from their books, as I thought ready to affault mes 
In explanation of fuch an untoward event, I informed them, that as fic 
Richard Mufgrave was bound over, I fhould not demean myfelf by break- 
ing the peace, or by aéting unlike a gentleman. My only objet was, 
to call on fir Richard to fulfilla promife he had made nie, which I defied 
him to deny. If he fhould perfit in refufing to fulfill his promife, L 
muft _confider he aéted unlike a gentleman: and it was very unfortunaté 
that fir Richard Mulgrave, or his friends for him, had placed him in 
fiich a fituation, as prevented him from taking fteps to reftore himfelf 
to thar charaéter his conduét proved him not to merit. It will be a 
tafk of no finall ability, to be able to difcover in the condu& of fir 
Richard Mufgrave toward me, any degree of credit or reputation as an 
author, or honor as a gentleman. 





The following letter addreffed to the editor of the Sun, appeared in that 
paper on Wednefday November the 3d; and afterward copied into a 
variety of newfpapers in the united kingdom, 


> 

You will oblige me by inferting in your refpe€table paper, the follows 
ing obfervations on my HisTORY of the late IRISH REBELLION: A 
number of falfe and fcandalous libels, reflecting on my charaéter, and 
the authenticity of that work, have appeared in magazines, new{paperss 
and reviews. As to my charaéter, I hope that the loyal and refpeétable 
part of the community, of whofe efteem and good opinion I am proud 
to boaft, will not think it neceffary for me to fay any thing in its des 
fence; but, as thé veracity of my hiftory has been impeached by the 
authors of faid libels, in fome trifling points, in no wife affefting its 
general authenticity, I think it neceffary to fay fomething in its vindi- 
cation ; as the materials for that hiftory were collected with the greatet 
affiduity, the moft fcrupulous inquiry and difcrimination, and the 
firiéteft regard to truth ; and as it was written for the purpofe of giving 
the Britifh cabinet and parliament at prefent, and pofterity hereafter, 
an accurate narration of the late rebellion, and a fair reprefentation of 
the ftate of Ireland many years previous to that dreadful event. Three 
editions of that work, confifting of no lefs than 3850 copies, have been 
circulated in England, Ireland, and Scotland; and anxious for the 
eftablifhament of truth, I made the following appeal in the preface of 
éach : 

«© Though the author has made truth the polar ftar in the cotirfe of 
this work, it is poffible that fome errors might have occurred in it, he 
hopes, therefore, that if the reader fhould difcover any fuch, he will 
be kind enough to communicate them to him, and he will amend them 
- inthe next edition.” I hope the public will confider the following des 
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claration a full and {ufficient anfwer to the authors of thofe libels : 
s¢ That no perfon whatfoever has fucceeded in invalidating the authen- 
ticity of m hiftorain any one occurrence related in it ; and I defy any ~ 
perfon to és fo. On the contrary, Ihave received the moft flattering 
afurances from the officers who campaigned in the late rébellion, that 
the military tranfa&tions have been faithfully deferibed ; and I have had 
the fame teflimony from the civil magiftrates, and from thofe who were 
competent to decide upon the other events ; and to them I appeal again, 
To the few feeble attempts which have been made to queftion my vera- 
city in fome trifing points, I have written an anfwer, which has been 
publifhed by John Stockdale, Piccadilly. Fam ill open to conviction, 
and fhould any perfon' come forward and prove to me, coolly and difpaf= 
fionately, that E have committed any one error, E will immediately 
acknowledge and correé& it. ; 
Tam fir, your moft obedient fervant, 

| Signed} RICHARD MUSGRAVE, 
Dublin, O&. 27, 1802, 





The foregoing letter appeared in feveral Englith and Irifh newf. 
papers. It affirms, That the History oF THE IRtsH REBELLIONs, 
had been only contradigted in trifling matters, and throws out a chal- 
lenge to all who would controvert his accuracy, It is difficult to know 
what fir Richard Mulgrave may efteem to be ferious matter or contra- 
digtion. His work firft appeared under the anonymous title of VB- 
RiabIcws, which has fince teen {welled nto a copious Quarto. This pro- 
duétion was convicted of perfect falfehood by the plaineft and moft pal- 
pable evidence, in a publication called, THE STATE OF THE C&- 
FHOLICS OF IREBAND. Lord CoRNWALLIS gave no greaf fanéction 
to the purport or accuracy of fir Richard Mafgrave’s book, when he 
officially intimated through his fecretary colonel LITFLEHAEEs, that, 
st had his eacellency been apprifed of the contents and nature of the. 
6 work, he never would have lent the fanction of his name to a book 
“ which terds fo ftrongly to revive the dreadfal animofities, which 
® have fo long diftraed this country, and which it is the duty of every 
* good fubject to endeavour to compoft.”” Another very plain contra- 
diction was given from official authority by THomAs TOWNSEND, efq. 
barrifter at law, member of the late Erifh parliament, appointed by the 
government as counfel to the general of the fouthern diftmiét, he openly 
declares, ** FE have my information from my own perfonal information, 
** the author of tHe quarto frow prejudiced rsmour—sHe feems to write 
% con amore, whenever be caw place an obnoxious catholic ander fufpi- 
** cious appearances.—He had no other motive thanto juftify thofe 
¢¢ whom he knew to be aggriéved, and to reftere the honour of a 
5$ brave and loyal body of gentlemen from unfounded afperfions, and 
6 the chara&ter of a great cemmunity from the malediftions of a moft 
© peftilential -libel; fundies under the SINGULAR STIGMA of being 
6 condemned and difclaimed by the patron of its dedication”  —- 

Dottor Caulfield and the catholic clergy of Wexford, in a moft di- 
rect and folemnm manner, give the he diveét to the baronet’s narrative. 
Thefe feveral impeachments of his veracity, have been ‘confirmed and 
encreafed by the tekimony of the rev. mr. Gordon, The feveral Englifh 
Reviews deemed all thefe and many more material contradictions, 

Intending to publifh an Hiftory of the Infurrection, which might 
have come to the knowledge of fir Richard Mufgrave, I was induced 
to publish the following anfwer ¢ ° 
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WITH the utmoft aftonifhment I have read in a London Print, a 
letter figned ** RicHarD MuscrRAvE,” which has fince been copied 
into fome of the Dublin papers, challenging any rial contradiction 
of fa&s in bis History of the Ir1sH REBELLIONS! »Numberlefs 
refutations, of the moft decifive nature, have already appeared, and 
fome of them have heretofore been noticed in the Critical Reviews, and 
particularly in September and Oétober laft, Many who have had a 
fair opportunity of judging of his voluminous publication, reckon it 
fo extravagant as to deem it worthy of no other confideration than 
filent contempt, However left the public fhould be led aftray by the 
arrogance of his affertions, as I had more than one interview on this 
fubje& with fr Rrcwarp MuscRave, refpeéting moft material facts, 
think it necefary to ftate, that, previous to his duel with Mr. Todd 
ones, he promifed to retract what he had mentioned of me, and that 
he would write me aj letter expreflive of his fentiments, on producing 
him ample proofs of \is error. Copies of thefe proofs he accordingly 
received, and fully acknowledged their felf-evident truth, and promifed 
to introduce there into the nextedition of his work, as well as his rétrac- 
tation of the falfhoods impofed on him. After his recovery, he ex- 
prefied the fame fentiments to feveral, and implied them in prefence of 
a friend of mine, and bound himfelf by every tie of honour.as,a gen~- 
tleman to make atonement for his miftake. However, he thought pro- 
per afterwards, in the moft unaccountable manner, to break his promifes 
alledging, that bis friends would not permit him to keep it, and Kill per- 
fits in propagating the flander againft me by its unwarranted publica~ 
tion. 1 fubmit, therefore, to every honef& man, whether fir RICHARD 
MusGRAvE bas, inthis infance, made * Truth his polar far!” Very 
different, indeed, has been the conduét of the rev. mr. GORDON, an 
hiftorian who had been led into the fame error; for he, on my appli~ 
cation, and on fhewing him my proofs, bas honourably, under his 
hand, acknowledged their authenticity, and the cruelty of my perfe- 
cution, fo as to determine him to remove a material miftake from his 
hiftory. Although fir R. MusGRAVE’s conduct puts it out of my powers 
as a man of honour, to hold any further communication with him, yets 
as confidtrations of a private nature muft yield to public opinion, I 
now declare, that it any gentleman of honour, fenfe and fteadinefs, 
fhall come forward, boza fide, on the part of Sir RicHARD MUSGRAVE, 
with the proofs on which he founded his affertions, I fhall chearfully 
produce to him, in the prefence of a friend, fuch documents as T am 
certain cannot leave the finallet doubt in the mind of any impartial 
perfon of the truth of my profeffions,-But I alfo declare, that if any 
communication of the kind fhall take place, I will publith it along with 
what has already happened, too voluminous for detail in the contracted 
and fleeting paragraphs of a newfpaper. Another opportunity will 
occur of appreciating what faith is to be had in Sir Rrcuarp Mus- 
GRAVE, froma ftatement which I am now preparing for publication— 
the tendency of which is to allay animofities, inftead of fomenting dif- 
cord between the different defcriptions of the people. ; 

(Signed) EDWARD HAY. 
Dublin, No. 27, Exchequer-ftreet, 22d Nov. 1802. 

te A copy of the foregoing advertifement was delivered at the office 
of the DuBLIN JouRNAL, and its infertion paid for; but fuch is the 
freedom and impartiality of that print, that it has not been deemed ufeful 
to its employers to permit its appearance, whilft it publifhes and fupe ; 
ports the challenge and libel which has provoked my notices 
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A PAPER figned ‘* Edward Hay,” containing fome animadver- 

fions on my charaéter, and my Hiftory of the laté Irith Rebellion, hav- 
ing appeared in the Dublin Evening Poft of the 23d of November, I 
requeft you will publith the following obfervations : 
_-In this paper he ftates, ** that numberlefs refutations of the moft de- 
cifive nature have appeared, and fome of them have been heretofore no- 
ticed in the Critical Review, particularly in September and Oétober 
Ja, that many perfons who have had a fair opportunity of judging of 
“his voluminous publication, reckon it fo extravagant, as to regard it 
with filent contempt.” Healfo mentions the arrogance of my affertions, 
and my propagating flander again/t him in an unwarrantable publication. 
‘Such is the general and unqualified abufe which mr. Hay utters againtt 
my Hiftory The Monthly Magazines the Critical and Monthly Re- 
views, and many other publications acceffible to the Irith Jacobins, 
have done the like; but neither he nor they have ventured to attack 
my veracity in any one fubffantive point or occurrence; and I again 
defy them to do fo. , 

I will now briefly ftate the only inftances in which I have alluded to 
mr, Hay,—James Boyd, efq. late reprefentative in parliament for 
Wexford, -arrefted at day-break, E. Fitz-Gerald, of Newpark, on the 
morning of Whitfanday, 1798, «« Enwarp Hay flept in the fame 
bed-chamber with him.’’-—-I appeal to mr. Boyd, whether this fast, 
and the other circumftances relative to it, as tated by me, are not true, 
‘The morning after the dreadful maffacre on the bridge of Wexford, 
the rebels concerned in its perpetration, panic-f{truck by the approach 
of the king’s troops, and dreading the vengeance which their crimes 
jufily merited, fent a number of their leaders to lord Kingfborough, 
(now ear] of Kingtton) who had been their prifoner, to folicit his lord— 
Ship to be their mediator, and to write to the different general officers 
to fpare the inhabitants of Wexford, and their property, on Jaying 


down their arms, and returning to their allegiance; which his lordfhip © 


agreed to do, on their invefting him with the military command of the 
town, and re-inftating the civil magiftrates. The followit® officers 
who were alfo prifoners at Wexford, were fent by his lordfhip with the 


faid terms to the different officers commanding brigades in the vicinity. 


of Vinegar-hill:—-captain M‘Manus, ef the Antrim regiment was to 
proceed to gen. Needham, fuppofed ta be at Oulart ; captain Burke of 
the North Cork regiment. was to repair to gen. Moore, and captain 
O° Hara, of the fame regiment, to general Lake. From the blood- 
thirfty difpofition of the rebels towards all loyal fubjeéts, it was well 
known that thefe gentlemen could not alone Rave proceeded- with any 
degree of fafety, on their refpective miffions—particularly as number- 
lefs rebels, flying from Vinegar-hill, were fcattered over the country, 
fome of the rebel chiefs therefore, or perfons well known to have great 
influence over the rebels, were appointed to attend and proteét thofe gen- 
tlemen, Captain O’Hea was efcorted by one Clooney, an aétive rebel 
leader, and he would probably have fallen a facrifice, as he met general 
Edward Fitz-Gerald, of Newpark, firft coufin of mr. Edward Hay, 
retreating at the head of his column. Captain Burke was efcorted by 
one Carthy, a rebel reader. Mr. Edward Hay was unanimoufly chofen 
to protect captain M‘Manus. I prefume that the was not feleéted for that 
office on account of dis loyalty——and I appeal to the captain, whether he 
would have thought himfelf fafe under his aufpices if he had believed 
that his principles were congenial with his own. I appeal to the earl 
of Kingfton, and te thefe three officers, who are loyal and honourable 

: men, 
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men, whether my ftatement of this tranfaétion be true? In no other in- 
ftance but the foregoing have I mentioned mr. Hay how then can he 
fay that I have flandered him? F 

I acknowledge that he cften called on me laft May and June, and told 
me that he would prove to me that what 1 had faid of him in my biftory 
was unfounded—on which I affured him that if he did fo, I would retraét 
the whole of it. I afked him why he did not apply to me fooner, as I 
had appealed to, and folicited the public, in every edition of my work, 
to communicate to me any errors which they fhou:d difcover, that I 
might have an opportunity of correcting them? mr. Hay never produc- 
eda particle of evidence to prove that what I faid of him was unfounded. 
He exhibited fome papers to thew that he had exercifed fome aéts of hu- 
manity towards the perfecuted Proteftants in the town of Wexford, du- 
ring the rebellion—but fuch faéts, if true, evinced alfo, that he muft 
have had confiderable influence over therebels, I faid, and I now fay 
again, that I will mention in a future edition, any inftances of his hu- 
manity which appeared to me to be fatisfactorily proved. But I folemn- 
ly declare, that I did not admit that he had refuted what I had faid of 
him, that it was unfounded, or that on ‘that ground I would retraé it, 

Mr. Hay folicited me to anfwer a letter which he faid he would write 
me. I faid that I had no objeftion to do fo—but that I would not put 
pen to paper without mature deliberation, and the advice of a loyal and 
refpeétable friend, I {aid alfo, that I muft firft fee the letter, to form 
a judgment whether I could give it any, and what anfwer. At lafthe 
pre(ented the letter, and faid that his friends were in anxious expedtati- 
go of an anfwer, At another interview, he faid that they were quite - 
impatient for it—-and in the excefs of candour and franknefs, which he 
affef&ted whenever he called on me, he mentioned fome of their names, 
and faid that they had a printer ready to print 5000 copies of my letter 
and his anfwer. Fromm thefe circumftances, and the charaer of his friends, 
I perceived that he was connected with a fet of men who would do me 
every injury in their power—and that by invalidating the authenticity of 
my work, which was evidently his only defign, he would have got great 
applaufe from his party ; and now he is grievoufly vexed at being difap- 
pointed. HadI given him any thing under my hand, it would have 
furnifhed the difaffeted with a pretext of publifhing as many falfe and 
{candalous libels and lampoons again& me, as they did on the affair which 
took place between mr, Jones and me; in fome of which, publifhed in 
the month of June, in the Courier, the Star, and in other Englifh 
prints, and in hand-bills alfo, it was faliely infinuated, that the atone- 
ment which I made that gentleman, (and which I now candidly acknow- 
ledge), for fome haifh expreffions contained in my work, was the refult 
of a hoftile meffage, and that I had the folly and weaknefs to give my 
confent (which never was afked), thata libel, the moft flagrant and ca- 
Jumnious that ever appeared in print, fhould be publifhed in the Englifh, 
Scotch, and French newfpapers. In future, I am refolved not to take 
notice of any vague abufe or general invective which may be publithed 
againft my hiftory, in which mr. Hay, deals fo copioufly—but fhould any 
perfon have the goodnefs to point out any one error in that work, I will 
thankfully acknowledgeand correét it, 

' RICHARD MUSGRAVE, 


It is eafier to refute, than to perfuade a man who writes asa partizan, 
and whofe fole objeét is in the fale of his book, and the ate 
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of his charaéter with thofe of his own temper and principles. LoY- 
ALTY with thefe perfons is fomething very commodious, Under this 
proteétion they wrap themfelves when they are called on to be jult, and 
to this afylum they fly when detected in their landers and enormities 
againft an opprefled and vilified community. The intelligent public 
will not be impofed upon by this delufion; nor will the Britith cabinet 
and parliament of the prefent day, or pofterity hereafter be left with. 
out evidence fufficient to counteraét the mifreprefentations, fo ma- 
nifeftly confpicuous in the HisToRy OF THE IRISH REBELLIONS, 
For the prefent, my tafk is confined to what fir Richard Mufgrave has 
perfonally objected againft me. Asa fample of his recolleétion and 
powers of difcrimination, I quote the expreffion on which he empha- 
tically refts my conviction. ‘* Ix no other inflance than the foregoing 
“ have I mentioned mr, Hay, how therefore can he fay | have flandered 
bin?” 

If this were true, I certainly could not upbraid fir Richard Mufgrave 
with the degree of flander he has been guilty of. I imputed flander to 
him, becaufe he afferted in his hiftory, that ‘* Edward Hay was actively 
concerned in the rebellion ;”? and in a note to the propofal of the inha- 
bitants of Wexford, when I brought difpatches from lord Kingfborough 
to general Lake, viz. ** Captain M‘Manus of the Antrim militia was a 
prifoner, E, Hay was a rebel leader that went to protect him.” I ime 
puted flander the more forcibly to fir Richard Mufgrave, becanfe after 
offering this injury to my charaéter, I convinced him by his own adinif- 
fion of his error, He afterward avoided with mean fubterfuges, to 
make me the reparation which a manof fenfe, or aman of honor, would 
have fought the occafion to offer, of publicly retra€ting an unjuft 
affertion, 

I was confined thirteen months, during which period my enemies 
made every poffible refearch for evidence againft me! my trial was con- 
tantly prefled by myfelf, but delayed by my perfecutors. | I was tried 
where no favor was fhewn, to any perfon guilty of the original fin of 
beinga catholic, Under all thofe circumftances I was moft honourably 
acquitted, not under the proteétion of the amnefty bill, as has been 
afferted, but on a full and patient inveftigation of evidence, ranfacked 
from all quarters, and produced againft me. Let me add, that the 
learned judge who tried me, and the refpeétable bar who were witnefles 
of the tranfaction, teftified in the ftrongeft manner their approbation of 
my acquittal ; and a fenfe that I had fuffered the mof virulent perfecn- 
tion and injuftice! What fir Richard Mufgrave aferted in his hiftory, 
he ventures in his advertifement only ambiguaufly to infinuate, and thus 
feals his own conviction. a 

His principal charge againft me is, that I had relatives who took a 
part in the infurreétion. To mention that my relative was a rebel ge- 
neral, in order to attach blame by confanguinity, is indeed a ftroke of 
ridiculous malice, It is a notorious truth, that in all cafes of civil 
commotion, not only relatives even brothers, but often fathers and 
their fons are fo divided, as to pafs to the extreme of animofity, 
What family of note in England, Ireland and Scotland, whofe anceftors 
are known, might not thus be arraigned by fir Richard Mufgrave. Mr. 
Fitz-Gerald is my relation—I defy the utmoft malice, abftra&ed from 
this unfortunate affair, to caft a fhade on his upright charaéter, Had fir 
Richard any pretenfions to accuracy in his character of an hiftorian, he 
fhould have recorded the benevolence and humanity of mr. Fitz-Gerald, 
however he might have cenfured his political condugt, Yet * my firft 
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coufin” after a review of his conduét by the MARQUIS OF CORNWALLIS, 
_ was found deferving of peculiar indulgence ; and did obtain official pro- 
mifes. It is tobe hoped, the malevoleace and falfe reprefentations of fir, 
Richard Mufgrave, may not prevent them from being fulfilled !|——-Now 
that I am on thetheme of relationfhip, I beg leave to refer fir Richard 
Mufgrave to his brother-in-law, the EARL of MOUNTNORRIS, as an 
authority he has paid great attention to, throughout bis hiftory, and of 
courfe he cannot now reje&t his teftimony. This nobleman I had good 
reafon to imagine, had made ufe of expreffions, which as a gentleman I 
confidered myfelf bound in honor to call on him to account for—what- 
ever were my feelings, I confidered it prudent to reprefs them until 
the reftoration of the HABEAS CORPUS a@t._~When I found Lorp 
MounTnorris was in Dublin, } commiffioned mr. Devereux to wait 
on him—the refult was, his lordfhip declared that ** he never made ufé 
of the expreffion I had deemed offenfive ; and that he never knew or con- 
ceived any thing againf? my LOYALTY or CONDUCT, but my ENUMERA~ 
TION PLAN!"=<I beg leave to ftate, that LORD MOUNTNORRIS was 
remarkably aétive in fuppreffing the rebellion—poffeffed a greater landed 
Property than any other perfon in the county of Wexford, is agovernor 
of that coanty, and a privy-counfellor of Ireland ; all of whicli fitua~ 
tions afforded him ample opportunities of being made acquainted witht 
every {pecies of accufation againft me.—Willing therefore that my 
condué may appear in a true light, I refer to the enumeration plan ix 
my appendix, with the motives, fanétion, approbation and enconrage- 
ment, that diétated its original publication. = 

Sir Richard Mufgrave appeals to lord Kingfton, captains M‘Manus, 
O’Hea and Bourke, but it is as difficult to tell for what? if it be ta 
afcertain I was related to mr. Fitz-Gerald, the fact is not denied—if it 
be that I took a command in the rebellion, I join in the appeal, but with 
fomewhat more certainty of fuccefs. I have in my poffeffion,- as fic 
Richard Mu(fgrave well knows, letters from al] thefe officers, not only 
exculpating me from the charges brought againft me, but reprefenting 
my conduét as meritorious. Sir Richard Mufgrave read fome of thefe 
letters, and it is being fomewhat tenacious of his flander to fupprefs or 
retract the conviétion thefe documents made on him. Did I confider 
any appeal neceffary after my honorable acquittal, I might call on the 
learned judge, and the refpeétable bar that witneffed it, to teftify in what 
fight my condué during the unfortunate troubles appeared to them. 
Sir Richard Mufgrave dwells with confiderable emphafis, on the ciz- 
eumiftance of my being fent gut with captain M‘Manus to the army ; 
and thus emphatically afks, was I feleffed for my LOYALTY? for the 
motive of that fele€tion, F can refer to the teftimony of doétor Jacobs 
produced againft me on my trial. The choicewas made by lord Kingf- 
borough and the officers, previous to its approval by the inhabitants of 
Wexford. I prefume they were influenced in their choice, by the con- 
fideration, that whilft my acquaintance with the inhabitants of the 
country, and a fentiment of reipect for my connexions, might give me 
fafhicient influence, to pafs freely through the armed populace ; my con- 
duét on the other hand, was fo far unobjeétionable, that I need not he- 
fitate tc appear before his majelty’s generals—are we to fuppofe that lord 
Kingfborovgh would have made choice of a difloyal man, to carry this 
meaiure into effect? 

My family had for ages maintained a refpeétable fituation in the county 
of Wexford. I was perfonally not difliked by the people, neither I 
Ror any one connected with me, -had joined in the feverities bei 
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dered many perfons of property unpopular. Thefe circumftances will 
account ‘for the fele&tion made of me, to accompany a military officer 
through the country, at atime when its diftraéted fituation rendered it 
certainly unfafe for any perfon, who was not fomewhat known to the 
armed bodies we were likely to fallin with, This is not the only in- 
ftance in which fir Richard Mufgrave’s party have converted the power 
er exertions to do good, into even very ferious accufations ‘There have 
been inftances of men hanged in the county of Wexford, after the res 
eftablithment of regular authority, merely becaufe they were able, dur- 
ing the confufion, to reftrain the populace on particular occafions {— 
Are not they martyrs to humanity ?+-The plan for the falvation of the 
town of Wexford, was my original propofal, firft approved of by lord 
Kingfborough and his officers, before it was fubmitted to the confideration 
of the inhabitants of Wexford, who all agreed as an exprefs provifo of 
accommodation, ‘that murderers might not be pared, nor thofe who had 
infligated others to commit murder, (This 1 believe, is fufficient to brand 
fir Richard Mufgrave with the moft unqualified and unfounded calumny 
againft the inhabitants of Wexford. Lavow that I took a leading part 
in the origin, and was as active as I was capable of being, in the 
progrefs of the plan that is deemed to Have faved the town of Wexford 
and all its inhabitants from defiruction. thank God Iwas fo providen- 
tially inftrumental in effecting this defirable object, notwithftanding that 
the falvation of Wexford does not feem to meet the approbation of fir 
Richard Mufgrave; although by his own avowal, the town contained 
many loyal perfons that muft have been involved in its deftruétion, 
Indeed fir Richard feems to poffels the plaftic power-of giving to truth 
itfelf, the hateful features of falfehood. Of this complexion is the in- 
finuation of DISLOYALTY againft every perfon having influenceon the 
infurgents to praétife humanity, or who could afford proteétion to thofe 
in danger. This is charging benevolence and philanthropy as treafon- 
able! Such logic is not capable of impofing on very ignorance, or to 
be even {wallowed down ealily by prejudice and bigotry, for which it is 
exprefled, Why might not refpeétable men of benevolence and conci= 
liatory condué, be as little liable to blame in the prefent as well as in 
former times? Virgil was certainly a better judge of human nature, 
than fir Richard Mufgrave: he lived in a time ot great public com- 
motion, and he has adorned his immortal poem with the following fimi< 
litude, comparing the diforder and havock of a tempeft, and the devaf= 
tations occafioned by a violent hurricane, to the fury and defolation of 
‘an incenfed mob ; and the calm that often fucceeds has been exemplified 
in feveral inftauces during the infurreétion in the county of Wexfords 


Ac velati magno in populo cum fepe coorta eft 
Seditio, feevitque animis ignobile vulgus, 
Jamq ; faces et faxa volant, furor arma miniftrat : 
‘Lum, pietate gravem ac meritis fi forte virum quem 
Confpexere, filent, arrectifq ; auribus aftant : 
Ile regit diftis animos, et pectore mulcet, : 
ZEneidos Lib. I, 
A particular appeal is made to mr. Boyd, late reprefentative in par= 
Nament for the town of Wexford, © whether the arre{t of mr. Fitz. 
Gerald, and the other circumftances related are true”’—as far as they 
go in the foregoing advertifement, I cannot deny it ; but it is to be 
obferved, that this is a mutilation, of the orrginal mutilated and falfe 
account, in the HISTORY OF THE REBELLIONS. If that account wag 


true 
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true in the extent it is manifeftly fuggefted, mr. Boyd muft have been 
very deficient in his duty, when he did not arreft me ; and his boafted 
and well-known aGtivity in thole times, muft be looked on in quite a dif- 
ferent light, to what it has been reprefented! A true account of 
thearreft of mr, Fitz-Gerald I have already given, and which I believe 
mr. Boyd cannot contradig& !—nor do I believe him at prefent inclined to 
fupport fir Richard Mufgrave, by attempting to bear him out of the 
Quixotic labyrinth of falfehood, in which the poor knight has been 
moft unhappily involved. It feems to be infinuated that mr, Boyd is 
Gr Richard Mufgrave’s authority! Let. that be as it may, I have no. 
hefitation in declaring, that the information was di€tated by the moft 
barefaced, thamelefs, and cowardly perverfion of truth!—Perhaps E 
may have miftaken the obje@ of this information, which might have 
originated-as other authorities in the knight’s lucubrations, from aturn 
of ridicule and wit; if fo I muf clafs it along with the following ad-. 
venture. During the period that fir Richard Mufgrave was fallying forth 
in queft of documents, for the compilation of his copious production, 
he was in the habit of relating famples of his information, by the way 
of attra€ting further materials. A gentleman of charaéter heard fir 
Richard Mufgrave velate fuch extravagant tales, that he could not 
refrain from difplaying his wit and humor, by the extempore compofi- 
tion of equivalent ftories. So charmed was the knight, that he re- 
quefled and obtained permiffion to infcribe them on his tablets, diétated 
from the gentleman’s own lips. It was little imagined at the time, that 
tywelye of his flories would ever have crept into the HISTORY OF THE 
IRISH REBELLIONS; and the gentleman has declared, he can.point out 
the identical dozen, although they are now difperfed through that ela- 
borate produétion, Theinyentor has related this adventure fo often in 
many ref{pectable companies, that it has afforded feveral opportunities of 
tracing this information to its fource—other gentlemen have informe 
me, that the knight has been fo indefatigable in queft of information, 
and has been in the habit of going fo early to work, that he has roufed 
many of a morning from their flumbers. Some furprifed on thefe oc- 
cafions fay, that a recolletion of their dreams, had been fo far upper- 
moft in their imagination, that it has been interlarded with their infor- 
mation. I have not been able to learn, that fir Richard Mulgrave 
has been in the habit of requefting intelligence from catholics, as he fet 
out with a profeffed opinion, that fuch information would not anfwer 
his purpofe, and would flow froma contaminated fource His polar 
fiar evidently is, to point out the rebellion as the effe& of a catholic 
confpiracy 1 "This objeét he has purfued with great avidity, and in the 
courfe of his indefatigable refearches, he has rejected all documents 
that could deviate from his intended object. If perchance a gentleman 
in the courfe of his information, mentioned any thing favourable to 
catholics, "he has been rebuked by the knight, who had been induced 
to apply to him, to get proofs not for, but againft catholics; and 
that as a true proteftant, he could not refafe his aflitance in makiug out 
the rebellion a catholic confpiracy. Had 1 not undoubted authority 
forthis declaration of fir Richard Mufgrave, his hiftory would afford 
many evident proofs of his intention. Sir Richard Mulgrave feems to 
feel very fore at the refutation of his flanders and calummnies, which he 
calls libels; while he feels no fort df compunétion at abufing and revil- 
ing a whole community, fome individually, all indifcriminately, with an 
ailiberality becoming the moft rancorous and barbarous ages of perfecu- 
tion, dengminating all not of his own fentimeats, er who oppofe his 
n re € oa extravagant 
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extravagant and prepcfterous ftatement, Jacosrns. This denomina- 
tion he beftows upon the works of men of known and unimpeachable 
Joyalty, Sir Richard Mufgrave boafts that “« in three editions of his 
work, 3,850 copies have been circulated in England, freland and Scot~ 
Tand!” I much wonder that a vaftly greater number has not been dif 
pofed of in Freland alone. Methinks it unkind of all his adherents able 
to purchafe the book, do not call for a much larger edition, which he is 
fo overweeningly anxious to fend abroad to feed their prejudices. — Cu- 
riofity will induce the reading of any publieation, but of this, curiofity 
is foon fatiated, and the contempt and deteftation in which it is beld is 
‘© univerfal indeed, very applicable to the romamadage, Fortiter mentir3 
*€ et werbis evincere caufam.” Since fir Richard Mulgrave has had fo __ 
little regard for himfelt as to afford a ftrong proof of THE wz his 
printed produions give each other. (For which purpofe I have annexed 
the quotations with reference to the originals ;) it is not very difficult to 
conceive, that his memory may be equally, if not more treacherous 
with refpeét to his expreffions. I have not been conviéted as a liar! 
‘Though in contradiétion, F do repeat and declare on my honor, ** THaT 
stR RICHARD MusGRAVE DID IN THE MOST UNQUALIFIED MANNER 
PROMISE TO RETRACT WHAT HE HAD SAID OF ME, BOTH BY LETs 
TER AND IN HIS HISTORY, WITH THE INSERTION OF THE DOCU- 
MENTS HE REQUESTED AND RECEIVED FOR THAT EXPRESS PURPOSE > 
AND MOREOVER HE WANTED TO WRITE ME A LETTER EXPRESSIVE 
OF THESE INTENTIONS AT MY FIRST INFERVEEW ON THE 28th oF 
MAY, ¥802, WHICH I DID DECLINE ACCEPTING OF UNTIL HE GOT 
ONE FROM ME, : 
Had I nota ftronger foundation for the eftablifhment of my repu- 
tation, than the deftru@ion of that of fir Richard Mulgrave, pitiful 
indeed, would be my introdu€tion to the public. The fituation of the 
poor knight’s mind can alone account for his unjuttifiable conduct 
in flying in the face of law by traducing my LOYALTY in defiance of my 
HONORABLE ACQUIFTAL, Were his accufations true in the extent of 
his infinuations, the laws of my country would condemn me to the lofs of 
my head. Such a defperate attack againft my life would be ferious in- 
deed,-was it not known the quarter it proceeds from. It cannot poffibly be 
reckoned unfair in me to fubmit the confiderations to the public that have 
induced meto turn it into the contempt and ridicule it deferves. In do- 
ing fo F do not mean to make any attack either directly or indire&tly again 
the knight's life or head ; however, Tmay deferibe the fituation he him- 
telf imagined it was in, So long agoas the year 1792, our knight was 
fo ttrangely affc€ted by ftrange fancies, that he was induced to bring 
an a&tion of damages for crim. con. againft a gentleman. The trial 
came on at Wexford affizes, and the refult was a failure on the part of 
the knight by adecifion of a jury, which might fernifi more thar 
an equivalent fubieét, than Adore had forthe compofition of his comed 
of fe Coc Imaginaire; in which our hero might exclaim with Sganarelle, 
Ah pawvre Sganarelle a quelle definge 
Ta reputation off eile condamnee. 
Cocu Imaginaire, Scene 1X. 
Since this period a reconciliation’ between all parties has taken place,. 
which has confirmed the werdi of the Wexford jury to the full conviétion 
of the world; but the knight’ has been fo uncertain in his temper that 
he has falien out and been reccnciled feveral times fince. 
He has from time to time been fo perplexed in his mind, that his 
friends have endeavoured to feck out fufficient employment for his mind, 
. in 
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in order to diffipate all the minor’ confiderations, Nothing has been 
known to fix his attention fo much as the Hisrory of THE IRISH 
REBELLIONS. It is, however, very perceivable, that his temper ma- 
nifetts itfelf in peculiar fpleen againft the county of Wexford. I mutt 
fet down as my misfortune, in his idea, that I chance to be a native of 
that county, with the addition of being a catholic, as infurmountable 
objections, that I cannot peffibly get over, to obtain favour in the 
knightseyes.. I muft-howevers endeavour to bear my misfortune with 
chriftian patiences. Methinks I fee our hero perufing this retort, in his 
ftudy, (very trifling indeed in comparifon to bis unwarrantable attack 
on me) where he is acting to the life and repeating the foliloquy of 
Sganarelle in the Cocu Imaginaire, fcenes XVII. & XXI. However, the 
adventures of our knight might furnith a good fubje& fora comedy, and 
that a ¢ragi-comical one too, yet I hope it never may amount to tragedy, 
particularly if he or his partifans fhould be inclined to make me the 
victim. Any other death would be preferable to falling by the hands 
of an affaffin, which fome of fir Richard Mufgrave’s fatellites have in- 
timated to me would be the cafe, thould I proceed in the publication of 
my ftatement, Thefe threatening letters are preferved for the inipeétion 
of the curious, Very ferious have been the apprehenfions of fome of 
my friends on perufing thofe threats againit my life, evidently occa- 
fioned by the denunciation of fir Richard Mufgrave againft me. I beg 
leave to fuggeit to thefe adventurers in knight-errantry, however they 
may be guided by their polar ftar, that chivalry has received fuch a 
check in this country, that murder and affaflination are no longer confi- 
dered meritorious or neceflary.—- Thefe ehampions as true iquires of 
their much-admired knight had better eonfider whether it will benefit 
-their caufe, fhould they put their threats into execution againft me, My 
work is finifhed, and this would be only transferring the faie of the pub- 
lication to my €xecutors. ‘I earneftly entreat any friend or well-wither 
of mine may not be induced to look upon thefe produétions in any other 
light than contempt or laughter, and to confider thefe imaginary heroes 
as the faint glimmerings of a party nearly extinguifhed, fo contempti- 
ble as to be athamed to avow their principles openly, and of courfe are 
dittinguithed by their dattardly and cowardly condaét. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave has been lavith of affidavits to fupport his 
party, but if he had any pretence to impartiality there are other affi- 
davits, to which he might have given a place in his hiftory, and which 
might have tended rather more than many of his documents, to throw 
light on the origin of our commotions, The court of king’s-bench 
about two years ago was occupied by an application made for an informa- 
tion againit meflrs. Going and White, two magittrates of the county 
of Tipperary for obftruéting a criminal profecution ; thefe gentlemen 
{wore in their defence, and the affidavits are on record, amongft many 
other charges of a very atrocious nature, that a certain yeomanry corps, 
calling themfelves loyal, and very much of the ftamp of fir Richard’s 
partizans, harraffed the country with groundlefs profecutions, and a&tu- 
ally after having by night buried pikes in the ground, pretended on 
the enfuing day to have information of concealed arms, dug them out 
with great folemnity, lodged in gaol and punifhed very feverely the un- 
fortunate perfons in the neighbourhood of whofe houfes the pretended 
difcovery was made, In the trials in which fir Thomas Fitz-Gerald was 
defendant at Clonmel affizes, it was fworn publicly by feveral gentlemen 
ef fortune and character, and proteftants too, if that adds to their 

. credit, 
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crédit, that the condu& of certain magiftrates had a dire&t tendency to 
provoke rebellion: and one gentlentan depofed, that his feelings were 
fo outraged by the atrocious atts of power he witnefled, that but for 
the prefervation of his eftate, and a refined fenfe of the duty of his al- 
legiance, he could not refrain from taking the field as a rebel. Thefe 
public, { folemn and recorded defcriptions, would have been of more ule 
in expofing the real ftate-of the country, and the real caufes of it’s 
commotions, than thefe SS . from real life in Ireland, which fie 
Richard Mufgrave the compiler for veracity with BARON MUNCHAUSEN 
has denionsinated the hiftory’of the Trifh rebellions. 


i beg the BARoN’s pardon for the comparifon : his lies were innocent, 





Door Ferriar of Manchefter, in his effay on the varieties of many 
page 212, quotes from Bulwer, Artif. Chang. page 410, the olen 
paflage : teil worthy the zmitation of an Hifferian, 

‘¢ [ am informed by an honeft young man, of captain Morris’s coms 
*© pany, in liertenant general Ireton’s regiment, that at Cafhelan the 
** county of Tipperary, in the province of Munfter, in Carvick- 
«¢ Patrick church, feated on a fill or rock, flormed by the lord Inchiquin, 
** and where there were near feven hundred put to the (word, and none 
$¢ faved but the major *s wife and his fon; that there were Saanel among 
“< the jlain of the Irifh, when “as were ftripped, divers that had tail 
¢* neara quarter of a yard long. The relator, being very difident of 
s* the truth o 3 the fiory, after ¢ pngiicys was affured of the certainty 
«* thereof, by J fords Soldiers, that teftified upon their oaths they were 
ee Seve Wisnelfiio: being prefent at the action.”’-—Such is the raliancg 
to be placed on hiftory, although fortified by affidavits! 

Sir Richard Mafgrave ‘has many affidavits, that I am confident eae 
vie with this as to veracity ; however his favages feem not fully accoutred, 
as they are in want of tails, which if they are defcendants of thofe 
above mentioned long-tailed race, he has. an admirable precedent to go 
by. It-is apity woods are not in greater plenty in Ireland, as fauns 
and fatyrs might then be entitled to a def{cription in the hiftory of the 
Trifh rebellions, Ghofts have fallen into difrepute, fince the feience of 
PHANTASMAGROPHIA has been cultivated, or fir Richard might have 
prefled fome into his fervice. The ghofts of proteftants on the river 
Bann, as reluted in the hiftory of the baronet’s predeceffor, and model 
Six Joun TEMPLE is fully as well authenticated, as many facts alleged 
by THE AUTHOR OF THE [RIsH REBELLIONS on f{imilar authoritys 





The public ‘mind ‘hag heen: “mifled by an advertifement, figned 
&© Richard Mufghave,” teking it for granted if aflerted TRUTH? 
particularly as it has hithérto’ met with noreply. ' ‘The confideration of 
a promife to the-public could alone induce mr. Hay to notice fir Richard 
Mulgrave ; ; in obedience ta that call the foregoing authentic detail is 
given. It’ is, however, to be obferved totally unconneéted with the 
hiftory, whichthas not been degraded by the notice of fuch a fubjeét, ~ 

Sir Richard Mufgrave may Hitherto have been mifled and impofed 
upon by falfe information and half flories and fhould he after this notice 
attempt to traduce me, I fhall not confider myfelf bound, to make the 
fame allowance for his fituation, is informers had better hold in their 
recollegtions that I have been tried and honourably acquitted, fo that Y 
confider myfelf on a footing with any other fubjeét, and hope I thall b¢ 
able to purfue that courfe to 

THE END, Vikten ff = 
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